
Ascension Sunday                       May 24, 2020 

First Reading�

Those closest to Jesus in his life gathered 

together in the immediate a�ermath of 

his resurrec�on and ascension. What 

sort of mixed emo�ons do you think they 

experienced?�

�

Second Reading�

Peter encourages those who suffer for 

the faith to “glorify God.” When have 

you experienced this type of redemp�ve 

suffering?�

�

Gospel Reading�

At the conclusion of his farewell dis-

course, Jesus offers a prayer of pe��on 

to the Father for his disciples. How do 

you find Jesus’ words comfor�ng?�

�

�

�

Primera Lectura�

Los más cercanos a Jesús en su vida se 

reunieron inmediatamente después de 

su resurrección y ascensión. ¿Qué �po 

de emociones mixtas crees que experi-

mentaron?�

�

Segunda Lectura�

Pedro anima a los que sufren por la fe a 

"glorificar a Dios." ¿Cuándo has experi-

mentado este �po de sufrimiento reden-

tor?�

�

Lectura del Evangelio�

Al concluir su discurso de despedida, 

Jesús ofrece una oración de pe�ción al 

Padre por sus discípulos. ¿Cómo encuen-

tras reconfortantes las palabras de 

Jesús?�

�
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Everyday Stewardship�

�

Everlas�ng Easter�

�

The Easter season is almost over. This season is always a tougher one for us Catholics. 

We get Advent and Lent: prepara�on. We are on board with Christmas, mainly be-

cause we like to keep up our decora�ons un�l someone tells us the exact day we 

must take them down. But Easter as a season is a bit more difficult to observe. The 

rest of the world has moved on. There are no Easter eggs le� in store windows and 

all those religious movies on television have given way to reruns or season�ending 

episodes. It just feels like Easter anywhere … except in the Church.�

�

The truth is that it should feel like Easter all year�round in the Church. Every Sunday, 

we celebrate a mini�Easter. Our Lord is ALIVE! He is risen and alive, and we need to 

celebrate. We also need to be about the work of the Lord. We are an Easter people 

who bear witness to his resurrec�on through our stewardship. If he had never risen, 

then we would be called to nothing by no one. But he lives! As this Easter season is 

drawing to a close, it is prudent to reflect on what his death and resurrec�on mean 

for each of us. How has it changed us? How does it mo�vate 

us? It doesn’t look like Easter in most corners of the world, so it 

is up to us to bring a liEle Easter to every place we go and to 

everyone we meet.�

�

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

�
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Thank YOU to everyone 

who has con�nued 

their financial support 

of St. Francis�St. Maxi-

milian Parish! Although 

we are not celebra�ng Mass as a par-

ish community, we s�ll have a need 

to pay bills, maintain the church 

buildings, and importantly con�nue 

our outreach ministries.  We ask that, 

to the best of your ability, you con�n-

ue to make your weekly offertory 

dona�ons, either by mailing them to 

the parish at 62811 New Haven Rd., 

Ray, MI 48096 or online at 

www.give.aod.org  or as an automa�c 

payment from your personal checking 

account using your envelope # as the 

account #. If your income has been 

adversely affected by the response to 

COVID�19, please contact our parish 

office to see if we can help you. �

�

A prayer for Spiritual Commun-

ion�

�

My Jesus, I believe that you are present 

in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you 

above all things and I desire to receive 

you in my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my hear. I 

embrace you as if you were already 

there and unite my-

self wholly to you. 

Never permit me to 

be separated from 

you. Amen.�

�

�

Congratula�ons and Blessings!�

This week we thank God for choosing and calling Fr. Chris, Fr. Steve, Fr. Art and Fr. 

Bob to the priesthood. We thank them for answering the call.�

�

Fr. Chris Talbot�

May 29, 2004�

16th Anniversary�

�

�

�

�

Fr. Art  Baranowski�

June 1, 1968�

52nd Anniversary�

�

�

�

�

Lord Jesus, you have chosen Your priest among us �

and have sent them to proclaim Your Word and to act in Your Name. �

For such a great gi� to Your Church, we praise You and we thank You. �

We ask that you fill them with the fire of Your love, �

That their ministry may reveal Your presence in the Church.�

�

Prayer by Pope Benedict XVI�

Memorial Day�

Monday, May 25�

Fr. Steve Mateja �

May 26, 2012�

12th Anniversary�

Fr. Bob Blondell�

June 4, 1966�

54th Anniversary�



Dear Parish Family, �

�

Archbishop Vigneron has announced the gradual return to Mass for all Parishes. He 

con�nues to remind us, however, that all of the Faithful are dispensed from the obli-

ga�on to aEend Mass un�l September 6 

th

, and that we will con�nue to have Mass 

available online. �

�

You are encouraged to remain home and par�cipate in an online Liturgy if: �

�� You are over 65 years old�

�� You have any type of compromised health condi�on�

�� You are caring for the sick�

�� You feel ill or have a temperature or a cough�

�

The announcement to resume Masses comes with a long list of Liturgical direc�ves 

and guidelines that must be followed, in order to keep safeguarding the con�nued 

health and safety of everyone in our community. The largest concern for us at this 

�me is the Physical Distancing, as the size of our Worship area limits the amount of 

people that can be seated in the Church.� �

�

Week Day Masses: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at St. Francis � St. Maximilian 

CHURCH (the Chapel does not provide enough space); Wednesday and Friday at St. 

Mary Mys�cal Rose. All Masses begin at 9:00 am.�

�

�� We will carefully monitor the sea�ng during week day Masses, and ask you to 

please sit in designated seats in order to maintain safe space, and also so we can san-

i�ze each seat a�er Mass.�

�� Everyone is required to wear a mask un�l coming up to receive the Eucharist�

When approaching the Table, keep 6 feet between you and the people in front or 

behind you…..no mask or gloves when receiving the Sacred Bread.�

�

Weekend Liturgies: �

�

The limita�ons for using the space inside the Church will only allow us to accommo-

date LESS THAN 70 PEOPLE, which is just not acceptable.� All of us on the Pastoral 

Team feel very strongly about welcoming everyone and would not want to turn any-

one away once we reach our “capacity”.� There are probably many other possible 

op�ons to explore: assigning weekdays so that families could aEend once a week, 

asking people to make a reserva�on, etc. but at this �me, we want to be able to wel-

come everyone that desires to be here.� �

�

With that in mind, we will try having Mass outdoors with people in their cars, in the 

hope that it accommodates the most people.� We are currently working on the 

sound, and the logis�cs of seWng the environment. In order for this to be successful, 

we need your help. �

�

�� We need people to guide cars to park in the correct posi�on and area: there will 

be a special sec�on for people who are not able to get out of their car and walk up to 

receive the Eucharist.�

�� We need everyone who aEends to follow the guidance and park where they are 

asked to, so that everyone has an equal chance to see and hear.�

�� Your family MUST remain in the vehicle with you at all �mes…. Children must not 

be outside of your vehicle during this �me of Social Distancing.�

�

We will aEempt to try this plan on Sunday, May 24 

th

 and Sunday, May 31 

st

 and eval-

(Continued on page 7)�

Agape Center Update�

�

The Agape Center closed its 

doors temporarily a�er Governor 

Whitmer’s first Stay at Home mandate 

on March 12 due to COVID�19.  Alt-

hough we have been technically 

“closed”, a lot has been done behind 

the scenes to meet the needs of the 

food insecure in our area.  �

Several trips have been made 

to the Macomb Food Program ware-

house to pick up prepackaged food for 

our clients.  Subsequently, clients were 

no�fied to come to the pantry to pick 

up this available food.  As of mid�May, 

they have had four opportuni�es to 

receive food from the Agape Center.  �

Addi�onally, through the 

Agape Center partnership with For-

goEen Harvest, there has been a “pop 

up pantry” in our parking lot every 

Thursday from 9:00 AM � 1:00 PM 

since April 16.  This is a drive through 

opera�on and everyone who shows up 

is given food.  It is es�mated that each 

week 500 vehicles have shown up, 

serving about 1,000 people.  Again, as 

of mid�May, plans are to return weekly 

through the end of June, although this 

may change.�

Meanwhile, with the churches 

being closed, our in�kind and monetary 

dona�ons have dropped off significant-

ly.  We are hoping to reopen some�me 

in June and will be needing some addi-

�onal resources to con�nue to provide 

food and financial assistance.  �

The Agape Center depends 

upon the generosity of volunteers and 

donors to fulfill our mission of sharing 

our love and resources with those in 

need. We are a 501 ( c ) (3) organiza-

�on and all dona�ons are tax deduc�-

ble.  Your dona�on can be made in 

memory of or in honor of a family 

member, friend or special person or 

group. Monetary dona�ons can be 

mailed to:  The Agape Center, 347 S. 

Main St., Romeo, MI  48065. �

For general informa�on re-

garding Agape Center, please call 586�

336�6842 or visit 

www.agapenorthmacomb.org.�

This ins�tu�on is an equal op-

portunity provider.�

�



FAITH FORMATION�

  586�598�3314  ext. 302�

    wordist@msn.com�

Jane Van Belle, DRE�

�

  �

�

�

 

This is the time of year when we seek out all 

the Graduates from our Parish Family in order 

to celebrate them and share Mass togeth-

er………. But as we all know, this year will be 

different.�

Although your ceremony may be Viral, we still 

want to celebrate you at the Parish, and com-

mend you not only for your many accomplish-

ments, but also for the way that you have 

faced the challenges of finishing out the 

school year.�

PLEASE                                                                                                  

help us to honor all of our High School Gradu-

ates by sending us their picture and this in-

formation:�

�

Graduate’s Full Name ____________�

High School _______________�

Fall Plans:�

Attending College______________�

Trade Program _______________�

Pursuing work  at ______________�

�

You can send this to us either by sending an e

�Mail to stfrancisnh@comcast.net ( remember 

a scan of your picture)       OR   send by US 

Mail  to                                                 �

 St. Francis�St. Maximilian  �

 62811 New Haven Road    Ray, MI 48096�

We will publish every one that comes in, 

please send yours right away. Please send by 

June 9th.�

�

�

�

As a Parish, we are very proud of our two 

2020 College Graduates this Year   �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

           Maria Victoria McPhail                                                

graduated with Honors from University of 

Detroit�Mercy. She earned a Bachelors of 

Science in Business Administration with an 

Accounting Major.  She has already started 

the Masters Program and hopes to finish it in 

a year.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

   �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

   Matthew Steven Sturza                              

graduated with Honors from Michigan State 

University, James Madison College. He 

earned a Bachelors of Arts degree in Inter-

national Relations.                                                   

Matthew has been accepted into the Masters 

Program at the University of Wisconsin and 

this Fall will begin study toward a Masters 

degree in Business Administration with a Ma-

jor in Marketing.�

Graduation, a conclusion of one 

chapter, a beginning of anoth-

er."��



MEDITACIÓN EVANGÉLICO � ALENTAR ENTENDIMIENTO 

MÁS PROFUNDO DE LA 

ESCRITURA�

�

Jesús ora por el nuevo 

Pueblo Santo; es la belleza 

de este Sép�mo Domingo 

de Pascua. Ha llegado la 

hora de ser glorificados 

tanto el Padre como el Hijo. Pero antes el reza por nosotros: 

“Padre Santo, guárdalos en ese Nombre tuyo que a mí me 

diste, para que sean uno como nosotros.” (Juan 17:11). Si cada 

uno se diera a la tarea de reflexionar en lo más profundo del 

corazón sobre esta oración de Jesús, se daría cuenta del amor 

tan profundo de Dios Padre hacia su Hijo y viceversa, “Pues 

todo lo mío es tuyo y todo lo tuyo es mío.” (Juan 17:10), y de 

cuanto somos amados por Dios. ¿Nosotros somos completa-

mente de Dios? Si, completamente; para eso se necesita una 

comprensión profunda fundada en un proceso de vida de 

oración e in�midad con Jesucristo. �

�

San Francisco de Asís lo reflexiono así en su “Carta a los fieles”: 

“¡Oh, cuán glorioso y santo y grande, tener en los cielos un 

Padre! ¡Oh, cuán santo, tener un esposo consolador, bello y 

admirable! ¡Oh, cuán santo y cuán caro tener tal hermano y tal 

hijo, placentero, humilde, pacífico, dulce, amable y sobre todas 

las cosas deseable! el que dio su vida por sus ovejas (Juan 10: 

15) y oró al Padre por nosotros diciendo: Padre santo, guárda-

los en tu nombre, a los que me has dado (Juan 17:11). Padre, 

todos los que me diste en el mundo, eran tuyos y me los diste 

(Juan 17: 16).”�

�

¡Cuántos bienes hemos recibido! Los santos experimentaron 

en su vida terrena el mensaje de esta oración por el Pueblo 

Santo de Dios. ¿Usted ha experimentado en algún momento 

de su vida lo que San Francisco de Asís dice en su carta? Deseo, 

que, la celebración de la Eucaris[a nos ayude a comprender 

mejor el sen�do de la oración.�

�
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�

LA CORRESPONSABILIDAD DIARIA � RECONOCER A 

DIOS EN LOS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS (Everyday 

Stewardship)�

�

La temporada de Pascua casi ha terminado. Esta temporada 

siempre es más di\cil para nosotros los católicos. Tenemos 

Adviento y Cuaresma: preparación. Estamos a bordo con la 

Navidad, principalmente porque nos gusta mantener nuestras 

decoraciones hasta que alguien nos diga el día exacto en que 

debemos quitarlas. Pero la Pascua como temporada es un po-

co más di\cil de observar. El resto del mundo ha seguido ade-

lante. No quedan huevos de Pascua en las ventanillas de las 

�endas y todas esas películas religiosas en la televisión han 

dado lugar a repe�ciones o episodios de final de temporada. 

Simplemente se siente como Pascua en cualquier lugar ... ex-

cepto en la Iglesia.�

�

La verdad es que debería sen�rse como la Pascua durante todo 

el año en la Iglesia. Cada domingo celebramos una mini Pas-

cua. ¡Nuestro Señor está vivo! Ha resucitado y está vivo, y 

tenemos que celebrarlo. También debemos tratar sobre la 

obra del Señor. Somos un pueblo de Pascua que da tes�monio 

de su resurrección a través de nuestra corresponsabilidad. Si él 

nunca hubiera resucitado, nadie nos llamaría a nada. ¡Pero él 

vive! A medida que se acerca el fin de la temporada de Pascua, 

es prudente reflexionar sobre lo que su muerte y resurrección 

significan para cada uno de nosotros. ¿Cómo nos ha cambi-

ado? ¿Cómo nos mo�va? No se parece a la Pascua en la 

mayoría de los rincones del mundo, por lo que depende de 

nosotros llevar un poco de Pascua a cada lugar al que vamos y 

a todos los que conocemos.�

�

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

�
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�

�

Oracion por la Comunion Espiritual 

Creo Jesús Mío, creo que estas 

presente en el San�simo Sacramento. 

Te amo sobre todas las cosas y deseo 

recibirte en mi alma. Ya que no pue-

do recibirte en este momento sacra-

mentalmente, ven al menos espiritualmente en mi co-

razón, Te abraso ya que abraso momo que ya estuvi-

eras aquí, y me uno totalmente a Ti. Nunca permitas 

que me separe de Ti.  Amen�



Parishioners�

Ivan Ayala Mar�nez�

Kerry Beste�

Giovanni Coppola�

Irene Couture�

Pat Fehribach�

Bonnie Felis�

June Gentner�

Chester Godlewski�

Gloria Guerrero�

Tina Hahn�

Marge Harder�

Kathleen Hardin Torres�

Don Harris�

Mary King�

Bob Landino�

Charlo&e Lipka�

Celina Lukowski�

Ralph Macioce�

Jerry Mar�n�

Edgar Mar�nez�

Sue Mooney�Smith�

Joe Mrosewske�

Pat Oleksik�

Terry Pakulski�

Johana Piazza�

Don Rhein�

Bill Rose�

Alice Schwartz�

David Smith�

Fred Smith�

Mary Vanhoorne�

Ellen Vanderbeke�

Irene  Warren�

Bill Wiseman�

�

Family & Friends�

Andrea Alexander�

Stuart Alexander�

Carolyn Antolin�

Skye & Sevanah Baker�

Maria Barnes�

Danielle Bauman�

Randy Black�

Eric Bluhardt�

Dominic Bommarito�

Cindy Bogen�

Lisa Bower�

Joe Cangemi�

Lynn Capps�

Rob Carlo;�

Rick Carter�

David Clo1elter�

Marilyn Davis�

Alison Debacker�

Kevin DeBuck�

Mary Ann Devillis�

Doris DeVore�

Sandy Draper�

Rich Durst�

Chris Ann England�

Jeffery Field�

Tom Field�

Barbara & Mitchell Foksa�

John Fontana�

Daniel Fortune�

Jacob Gargulinsik�

Nancy Gebauer�

Jen Goryl�

Dennis Grace�

Ernest Hawes�

Ann Hendersen�

Antonio Hernandez�

Laurie Hiliard�

Angie Hood�

Dolly Houth�

Jodi James�

Norma Jean�

Ann Jenuwine�

Arlene Johnson�

Susan Kalicke�

Henrie&a Karwowicz�

Ed Kowalski�

Joyce Kralik�

Mary Kre4�

James Krol�

Edna Kuenea�

Madeline Lepisto�

Timothy Lo4is�

Connor Lorenz�

Mary Ann Lukatch�

Joel Lutz�

Paul Maxwell�

Joseph Mazur�

Karen Maier�

Patrick McShane�

Angelita Minter�

David Mok�

Dylyn Moran�

Beverly Moulton�

Eleanor Mowinski�

Bertha Muylaert�

Louis Opalka�

Mary O&enbacher�

Be&s Pawlis�

Sheila Parker�

Chris Prohm�

Charles Pra&�

Jane Rose�

Angela Sanchez�

Elena Santozzi�

Mike Schoenherr�

Janet Serreyn�

Michelle Simpson�

Chris Slezak�

Karen Smith�

Kimberly Smith�

John Smith�

Elizabeth Solecki�

Janet Springer�

Marilyn Sterling�

Isidoro Tata�

Doug Thompson�

Lila Tkaczyk�

Rosario Torres�

Sally Torres�

Lynn Upleger�

Michael Ureel�

David Vanderbeke�

Jim Vanderbeke�

Catherine Venier�

Lori Vogel�

Tim Walkowski�

Chris Warren�

Pat Warren�

Pamela Webber�

Janet Wentzel�

Joyce Williams�

Barbara Wilson�

Janice Wilson�

Marilyn Wisenski�

Jerry Wysocki�

Cole Yahara�

Alvin Zeckzer�

Helen Zedan�

Jim Zurek�

�

62811 New Haven Rd.�

Ray, MI 48096�

586.598.3314�

Fax: 586.749.6021�

Email: s"rancisnh@comcast.net�

Website: www.s"rancis�

stmaximilian.com�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday 5:00 Sunday 8:00, 10:00, 12:00 

(Spanish) �

WEEKDAYS:  Monday, Tuesday & Thurs-

day 9 a.m.  Church�

Wed. & Fri.   9 a.m. St. Mary Mys:cal 

Rose, Armada �

HOLY DAYS @ Church:  9 a.m. and �

7:00 p.m. �

First Friday of the Month: 7:00 p.m.�

Confession by appointment�

�

Pastor: Rev. Christopher Talbot  x301�

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Steve Mateja  x304�

Senior Pastor : Rev. Art Baranowski�

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Rick Rhein  x405�

Email: deaconrrhein@comcast.net�

Rev. Mr. Gary Meerschaert�

Email: gary.meerschaert@gmail.com�

Music Ministry: Chris)ne Duffy�

�

Office Hours:   Closed�

�

Prayer List 

Happening this Week�

Church open 10�4 daily for 

private prayer�

�

Monday, May 25 Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Tuesday, May 26  Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Inten�on:  Fr. Steve �

Wednesday, May 27 Mass @ 9 am�

SMMR�

Thursday, May 28 Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Friday, May 29 Mass @ 9 am�SMMR�

Saturday, May 30�

�

Sunday, May 31 Pentecost Sunday�

Masses: 9:30 am English�

� Inten�on:  Joseph & Mary Saliga�

� � � �  John Lee�

�12:30 pm Spanish�

�

�� SFSM�St. Francis�St. Maximilian 

Church�

�� SMMR�St. Mary Mys�cal Rose 

Church, Armada�

The Mission of our parish is to see the face of Christ in every person so that they may see the 

face of Christ in us and together we will go forth to bring Christ to the world.   �

�

La  misión de nuestra parroquia es ver el rostro de Cristo en toda persona, para que él o ella 

puedan ver el rostro de Cristo en nosotros, y juntos, llevemos el rostro de Cristo al resto del 

mundo. �

Your Stewardship in Ac�on�

Total Ac$ve Families �      �772   Total Envelopes Mailed� 531�

Envelopes Returned�������    57    Tithe�El Salvador  $191.90�

�

Weekly Budget ��������������$ 6,700.00�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Online offertory for month……..$2,295.00�

Over/(Shortage) for month……($15,916.00)�

Church Debt to Diocese $1,467,630�

May 3� $6,610.00�

May 10� $4,841.00�

May 17� $3,838.00�

May 24� �

May 31� �



Readings for the Week �

May 24, 2020�

�

Sunday:�  Ascension: Acts 1:1�11/Ps 47:2�3, 6�7, 8�9 [6]/Eph 

1:17�23/Mt 28:16�20�

7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12�14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7�8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13

�16/Jn 17:1�11a�

Monday:� Acts 19:1�8/Ps 68:2�3ab, 4�5acd, 6�7ab [33a]/Jn 

16:29�33�

Tuesday:� Acts 20:17�27/Ps 68:10�11, 20�21 [33a]/Jn 17:1�11a�

Wednesday:� Acts 20:28�38/Ps 68:29�30, 33�35a, 35bc�36ab 

[33a]/Jn 17:11b�19�

Thursday:�Acts 22:30; 23:6�11/Ps 16:1�2a and 5, 7�8, 9�10, 11 

[1]/Jn 17:20�26�

Friday:�Acts 25:13b�21/Ps 103:1�2, 11�12, 19�20ab [19a]/Jn 

21:15�19�

Saturday:�Morning: Acts 28:16�20, 30�31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 

7b]/Jn 21:20�25�

Next Sunday:�Vigil: Gn 11:1�9 or Ex 19:3�8a, 16�20b or Ez 37:1�

14 or Jl 3:1�5/Ps 104:1�2, 24, 35, 27�28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22

�27/Jn 7:37�39. Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1�9/Ps 33:10�11, 12�13, 

14�15/Ex 19:3�8a, 16�20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 19:8, 

9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1�14/Ps 107:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [1]/Jl 3:1�5/Ps 

104:1�2, 24, 35, 27�28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22�27/Jn 7:37�39. 

Day: Acts 2:1�11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29�30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b

�7, 12�13/Jn 20:19�23 �

GOSPEL MEDITATION ��

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

�

What does faith and reli-

gion do for us? Ul�mate-

ly, they remind us of 

some truths we conven-

iently forget: we are cre-

ated by a loving God, we 

have imperfec�ons, we 

sin, we need to be for-

given, we have a mission 

and a purpose, it’s not just about us, and we hunger for the joy 

of salva�on. These are human truths that are not dependent 

upon whether we like them. Ignoring them places us on the 

paths of comfort and sa�sfac�on as we blindly pursue the busy-

ness and superficiality of our empty lives. Instead of pursuing 

supernatural and las�ng pleasure, we choose things that are 

easier and quicker to obtain: sex, drugs, travel, houses, cars, 

fame, popularity, self�achievement and sa�sfac�on, physical 

enjoyment, and the like.�

�

We may also find ourselves falling vic�m to more nega�ve re-

sponses to what life brings us: anger, envy, lust, pride, gluEony, 

greed, and apathy. Human hearts can become so hardened to 

the truth that violence becomes the response of first choice. 

Being a Chris�an is hard! Yet, as Pope Francis reminds us, the 

Church needs to be a field hospital that has to be prepared to 

provide people with the remedy they need. What we need is 

Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the glory of the sacraments, 

exists to help make Christ present and real for us. Once we find 

Christ, we find joy. Joy is a maEer of the heart that is beyond 

pleasure and happiness. It is not found in some earthly sa�sfac-

�on, only in Christ.�

�

Once we accept that we are des�ned to be in Christ, then we 

will discover eternal life. Namely, “that they should know you, 

the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” It 

is easy to conveniently forget truth and pursue illusions immedi-

ately within our grasp, but at what price? A man celebra�ng 60 

years of marriage remarked that it took so much effort and so 

many aEempts to convince his wife that they were meant to be 

together. Even his friends told him he was foolish. He easily 

could have given up and pursued other interests. He chose to 

persevere and is so grateful that he made that choice because 

he now has a pearl of great price. Do we see a value in persever-

ing in our faith regardless of the cost? If we don’t take the risk, 

we could lose more than we know.�

©LPi�

You can watch Mass recorded Live here at St. Francis�St. Maxi-

milian each week on Facebook at St Francis�St. Maximilian 

Catholic Community, on YOUTUBE at St. Francis�St. Maximilian 

Catholic Community or on our website www.sbrancis�

stmaximilian.com. Also online are daily Masses celebrated by 

Fr. Chris and Fr. Steve as well as daily reflec�ons each evening 

with Fr. Chris.�

uate how things go before moving into the plans for June. �

�

English Mass will begin at 9:30 AM and the Spanish Mass at 

12:30 PM �

�

Direc�ons for receiving Communion will be announced before 

Mass begins. �

�

We will also offer a Mass at 4:00 pm on Saturday at St. Mary 

Mys�cal Rose.� Although the Saturday Mass will be open to all, 

we would ask you only to aEend that Mass if absolutely neces-

sary as to not overwhelm the capacity of our sister parish. �

�

Please be pa�ent and bear with us as we try to come up with 

the best way to bring everyone Home to worship together 

while con�nuing to follow the protocols for safety during this 

�me of Pandemic. �

�

In Christ’s Love, �

�

Fr. Chris, Fr. Steve, Fr. Art, Deacon Rick and the Pastoral Team �

(Continued from page 3)�
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