
Pentecost Sunday                       May 31, 2020 

First Reading�

�

First Reading�

The birth of the Church occurs with the 

descent of the Holy Spirit onto the Apos-

tles. Luke presents this as an experience 

of unity. How do you see your faith com-

munity promo�ng unity of mind and spir-

it?�

Second Reading�

Paul speaks to the Chris�ans in Corinth 

of the gi#s and benefits of the Holy Spirit 

for believers. What Spirit�driven gi#s do 

you possess?�

Gospel Reading�

John tells us how the resurrected Jesus 

gave the gi# of the Holy Spirit directly to 

the disciples, empowering them to for-

give sins. How o#en do you use the gi# 

of forgiveness?�

�

Primera Lectura�

El nacimiento de la Iglesia ocurre con el 

descenso del Espíritu Santo sobre los 

Apóstoles. Lucas presenta esto como una 

experiencia de unidad. ¿Cómo ves a tu 

comunidad de fe promoviendo la unidad 

de mente y espíritu?�

Segunda Lectura�

Pablo les habla a los cris�anos en Corinto 

de los dones y beneficios del Espíritu 

Santo para los creyentes. ¿Qué dones 

impulsados por el Espíritu �enes?�

Lectura del Evangelio�

Juan nos cuenta cómo Jesús resucitado 

dio el don del Espíritu Santo directamen-

te a los discípulos, dándoles poder para 

perdonar los pecados. ¿Con qué frecuen-

cia usas el don del perdón?�

�

�
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Everyday Stewardship�

�

We Are Never Alone 

�

My children want my help some�mes, and other �mes, not so much. I remember 

being a teenager and young adult myself. At �mes, I thought I knew everything. I did-

n’t need help because I was just so darn smart. Truth is, I needed to find my own 

way. I needed to stretch my wings and prove to myself and my family I could fly. I 

assume that is what is happening with my own children as well. It just seems so 

different now that I’m the parent.�

�

Human beings need help. We need community, and we need to rely on one another. 

At Pentecost, we reflect on Jesus sending to the Church a helper, the Holy Spirit. God 

interac�ng with us in this manner means we are never truly alone. We focus most of 

the �me on the Spirit of God as the assistance we need, and we do need Him for 

sure. However, since it is that very same Spirit that turned us into “Church” from a 

band of people looking to carry on a#er Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we gained 

more than divine help: we gained each other. �

�

Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We need to lean on the Holy Spirit 

to blow through the Church with a profound renewal. But we cannot forget that we 

have been given each other to lean on as well. We are a gi# to each other, and to-

gether with the Spirit’s help, we are the Body of Christ here on earth. We must be 

strong and stand for one another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear fruit that will 

be with us for many Pentecosts to come. �

�

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�
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Thank YOU to everyone 

who has con�nued 

their financial support 

of St. Francis�St. Maxi-

milian Parish! Although 

we are not celebra�ng Mass as a par-

ish community, we s�ll have a need 

to pay bills, maintain the church 

buildings, and importantly con�nue 

our outreach ministries.  We ask that, 

to the best of your ability, you con�n-

ue to make your weekly offertory 

dona�ons, either by mailing them to 

the parish at 62811 New Haven Rd., 

Ray, MI 48096 or online at 

www.give.aod.org  or as an automa�c 

payment from your personal checking 

account using your envelope # as the 

account #. If your income has been 

adversely affected by the response to 

COVID�19, please contact our parish 

office to see if we can help you. �

�

A prayer for Spiritual Commun-

ion�

�

My Jesus, I believe that you are present 

in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you 

above all things and I desire to receive 

you in my soul. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my hear. I 

embrace you as if you were already 

there and unite my-

self wholly to you. 

Never permit me to 

be separated from 

you. Amen.�

�

�

 

We would like to acknowledge all of the students gradu-

a�ng from our parish from high schools and college the 

weekend of June 14 by prin�ng their picture in the bulle-

�n. Please email the photo and informa�on to sAran-

cisnh@comcast.net by June 9th. Please include in the email the graduate’s name and 

the school they have graduated from. (College graduates please let us know your 

degree.)�

WEAR A MASK�

�

ALL Mass aFendees must 

wear a mask or other 

face covering in church 

and around the church grounds.�

�

No excep�ons.�

�

If you are coming to Mass, remember 

to bring your mask.�

Experience Catholic Tradi�on through the Sacred Scriptures.�

How will God speak to you?�

Start your journey through the Bible this September with the Catholic 

Biblical School of Michigan (CBSM)’s new classes at:�

� Our Lady Queen of Martyrs in Beverly Hills, Tuesdays 7�9 pm�

� Shrine Parish in Royal Oak, Wednesdays 1�3 pm�

� St. Isidore in Macomb Twp., Thursdays 7�9 pm�

� Fully Online Virtual Class (any day, any�me!)�

CBSM brings the Scriptures to life with an in�depth study of the en�re 

Bible led by seminary�level professors, so that we can Unleash the Gospel with confi-

dence and joy! Through dona�ons, CBSM is accessible to all with a 100% of requests 

for financial aid granted. Join us for a Virtual Info Night in video/tele�conference on 

Fri May 29 or June 26, both at 8 pm. Access: online at meet.google.com/urz�pxsx�

ngx, with GoogleMeet App code: urz�pxsx�ngx, or by phone, dial +1 636�707�2592 

and enter PIN:  227 658 799#�

Visit cbsmich.org or contact us at info@cbsmich.org or 586�438�3085 for more infor-

ma�on. �



FOOD PANTRY NEEDS�

Since the start of the Covid 19 crisis, our food pantry has been serving four �mes our 

usual number of clients. At the same �me, the County has cut their food deliveries to 

us from twice per month to once per month. We are desperately short in many food 

categories to con�nue opera�ons. �

�

We are asking our parishioners to include any items on the following list in their per-

sonal shopping and donate to our food pantry by dropping off at the Church lobby 

during open hours  which are most days from 9 to 4.�

�

Pancake mix�

Corn muffin mix�

Oatmeal both instant and rolled oats�

Cake mix�

Fros�ng�

Instant potatoes�

Hamburger helpers�

Sal�ne crackers�

Soups of all kinds�

Canned vegetables, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, canned tuna�

Mayo�

Chicken or Beef broth�

�

Tithing vs. Stewardship �

�

Ques�on: �

What is the difference between �thing 

and stewardship?�

�

Answer: �

Both �thing and stewardship are part of 

a spiritual way of life that calls us to use 

all of our resources for the service of the 

Gospel. Everything we are and every-

thing we have comes from God. Offering 

back to God what He has given us is part 

of how we worship and give thanks to 

God.�

� �

Tithing is the prac�ce of giving back 10 

percent of what we earn. It comes from 

the Old English word for “ten.” The first 

Scriptural example of �thing came from 

Abraham who gave a tenth of his pos-

sessions to the priest Melchizedek. He 

did so as an act of thanksgiving to God. �

�

Stewardship as a way of life calls us to 

use well all that we have and all that we 

are, placing all things in service of others 

and God. Stewardship helps us see the 

good we can accomplish by making God 

and our spiritual life the most important 

values in our life. Whatever we accumu-

late in this life stays here. We can’t take 

it with us! Both �thing and stewardship 

help us remember that nothing is mine 

or even ours … all belongs to God.�

�
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Welcome Home! 

What an awesome first Mass back.  

Beau�ful blue skies with the sun shining, 

a parking lot of happy parishioners, 

great music but most importantly we are 

able to gather as a parish family again.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Archbishop Vigneron con�nues to remind 

us, however, that all of the Faithful are 

dispensed from the obliga�on to aFend 

Mass un�l September 6 

th

, and that we will 

con�nue to have Mass available online. �

�

You are encouraged to remain home and par�cipate in an online Liturgy if: �

• You are over 65 years old�

• You have any type of compromised health condi�on�

• You are caring for the sick�

• You feel ill or have a temperature or a cough�



FAITH FORMATION 

  586-598-3314  ext. 302 

    wordist@msn.com 

Jane Van Belle, DRE�

it.” 

 

“In our Christian life many times we stop like Nicodemus 

… we do not know what step to take, we do not know how 

to do it or we do not have faith in God to take this step 

and let the Spirit enter,” he said. “To be born again is to 

let the Spirit enter us.” 

 

“With this freedom of the Holy Spirit you will never 

know where you will end up,” Francis said. 

 

 

 

 Personally, I have always loved and looked forward to 

the Feast of Pentecost, for all kinds of reasons: it is the 

Birthday of the Church, the coming of the Holy Spirit 

was exactly what the Apostles and Disciples needed, this 

out pouring  of the Holy Spirit empowered ALL of the 

people to spread God’s word and evangelize …….. A major 

change from the Old Testament which spoke only about 

the Priests, Prophets and Kings. 

 

While researching for this week I read a comment that 

in theory, the Spirit could have been poured out on the 

followers of Jesus when they were not gathered togeth-

er. There are surely times when the Holy Spirit touches 

an individual who is alone in prayer, worship, or ministry 

to others.  The fact that the Spirit was given to a gath-

ering of believers is not incidental.  It underscores the 

centrality of the church in God’s work in the world. The 

actions of the earliest Christians put all of this in bold-

face. The Holy Spirit is not only given to individuals, but 

also, in a sense to the gathered people of God.  

 

I hope and pray that we will be celebrating our Confirma-

tion 2 Students SOON ...welcoming them as full mem-

bers as they complete their Baptism and I ask you to join 

me and hold them in prayer as well.    

 

Love,  Jane 

                 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost Sunday 

Pope Francis: Prayer opens the door to freedom 

through the Holy Spirit 

       By Courtney Mares 

 

Vatican City, Apr 20, 2020 / 03:40 am MT (CNA).- Free-

dom is found in the Holy Spirit who provides the strength 

to fulfill God's will, Pope Francis said in his Monday morn-

ing Mass homily. 

“Prayer is what opens the door to the Holy Spirit and 

gives us this freedom, this boldness, this courage of the 

Holy Spirit,” Pope Francis said in his homily April 20. 

 

“May the Lord help us to always be open to the Holy Spirit 

because it will carry us forward in our life of service to 

the Lord,” the pope said. 

Speaking from the chapel in his Vatican City residence, 

Casa Santa Marta, Pope Francis explained that the early 

Christians were guided by the Holy Spirit, who provided 

them strength to pray with courage and boldness. 

 

“Being a Christian is not just fulfilling the Commandments. 

They must be done, this is true, but if you stop there, you 

are not a good Christian. To be a good Christian is to let 

the Holy Spirit enter into you and take you, take you 

where he wants,” Pope Francis said according to a tran-

script by Vatican News. 

 

The pope pointed to the Gospel account of an encounter 

between Nicodemus, a pharisee, and Jesus in which the 

pharisee asked: “How can a man once grown old be born 

again?” 

 

To which Jesus replies in chapter three of the Gospel of 

John: “You must be born from above. The wind blows 

where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but 

you do not know where it comes from or where it goes; so 

it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 

Pope Francis said: “The definition of the Holy Spirit that 

Jesus gives here is interesting … unconstrained. A person 

who gets carried from both sides by the Holy Spirit: this 

is the freedom of the Spirit. And a person who does this 

is docile, and here we talk about docility to the Holy Spir-



MEDITACIÓN EVANGÉLICO 

� ALENTAR ENTENDIMIENTO 

MÁS PROFUNDO DE LA 

ESCRITURA�

“Todos quedaron muy desconcer-

tados porque cada uno los oía 

hablar en su propia lengua.” (Hechos 2:6). Pentecostés es un 

estallido del poder de Dios que toca el fondo del corazón de 

cada persona que está presente. Eso es lo que experimentaron 

los discípulos aquel día y es lo que la Iglesia experimenta ahora 

en cada persona que se deja guiar por el Espíritu. Jesús ha sido 

el portador del Espíritu Santo. La comunidad cris�ana nace en 

este momento y �ene como modelo a Jesús.�

�

El Espíritu Santo �ene el papel central de nuestra vida cris�a-

na. Sin el, nada podemos hacer; la vida de fe seria solo vana 

ilusión. El Espíritu todo lo unifica; con él se terminan los de-

sacuerdos todo se en�ende, se habla el mismo idioma. Hoy 

celebramos la victoria Pascual de Jesucristo y esto llena de 

gozo la liturgia. ¡Ven Espíritu Santo y danos tus siete dones! 

Para llenarnos del fuego de tu amor en la familia, comunidad y 

en la sociedad en general. Para sanar nuestros corazones heri-

dos de tanta violencia e injus�cia. Para fortalecernos en nues-

tras debilidades. Para que seamos misioneros entregados al 

fuego de tu amor.  La Pascua termina con esta celebración, 

pero el fuego en el corazón nunca debe de irse. “La historia de 

los discípulos, que parecía haber llegado a su final, es en defini-

�va renovada por la juventud del Espíritu: aquellos jóvenes 

que, poseídos por la incer�dumbre pensaban que habían 

llegado al final, fueron transformados por una alegría que los 

hizo renacer. El Espíritu Santo hizo esto.” (Papa Francisco Hom-

ilía de Pentecostés). ¿Qué don en especial pides al Espíritu 

Santo en este día?�

�
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�

LA CORRESPONSABILIDAD DIARIA � RECONOCER A 

DIOS EN LOS MOMENTOS ORDINARIOS (Everyday 

Stewardship)�

�

Nunca Estamos Solos�

�

Mis hijos quieren mi ayuda a veces, y otras veces, no tanto. 

Recuerdo haber sido un adolescente y un adulto joven. A 

veces, pensaba que lo sabía todo. No necesitaba ayuda porque 

era muy inteligente. La verdad es que necesitaba encontrar mi 

propio camino. Necesitaba es�rar las alas y demostrarme a mí 

mismo y a mi familia que podía volar. Supongo que eso es lo 

que está pasando con mis propios hijos también. Parece tan 

diferente ahora que soy el padre.�

�

Los seres humanos necesitan ayuda. Necesitamos comunidad y 

debemos confiar el uno en el otro. En Pentecostés, reflex-

ionamos sobre Jesús enviando a la Iglesia un ayudante, el Es-

píritu Santo. Dios interactuando con nosotros de esta manera 

significa que nunca estamos realmente solos. Nos enfocamos 

la mayor parte del �empo en el Espíritu de Dios como la ayuda 

que necesitamos, y ciertamente lo necesitamos. Sin embargo, 

dado que es ese mismo Espíritu el que nos convir�ó en 

"Iglesia" de un grupo de personas que buscan con�nuar 

después de la ascensión de Jesús, en Pentecostés ganamos 

más que la ayuda divina: nos ganamos mutuamente.�

�

Hoy en día, la Iglesia necesita ayuda de manera profunda. 

Necesitamos apoyarnos en el Espíritu Santo para soplar a 

través de la Iglesia con una profunda renovación. Pero no po-

demos olvidar que también se nos ha dado el uno al otro para 

apoyarnos. Somos un regalo el uno para el otro, y junto con la 

ayuda del Espíritu, somos el Cuerpo de Cristo aquí en la �erra. 

Debemos ser fuertes y defendernos el uno al otro. Si hacemos 

eso, este Pentecostés dará fruto que estará con nosotros para 

muchos Pentecostés por venir.�

�

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

�
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�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

SAR UNA MÁSCARA�

�

TODOS los asistentes a la misa deben usar una 

máscara u otra cubierta facial en la iglesia y al-

rededor de los terrenos de la iglesia.�

�

Sin excepciones.�

�

Si vienes a misa, recuerda traer tu máscara. �

Oracion por la Comunion Espiritual 

Creo Jesús Mío, creo que estas 

presente en el San�simo Sacramento. 

Te amo sobre todas las cosas y deseo 

recibirte en mi alma. Ya que no pue-

do recibirte en este momento sacra-

mentalmente, ven al menos espiritualmente en mi co-

razón, Te abraso ya que abraso momo que ya estuvi-

eras aquí, y me uno totalmente a Ti. Nunca permitas 

que me separe de Ti.  Amen�



Parishioners�

Ivan Ayala Mar�nez�

Kerry Beste�

Giovanni Coppola�

Irene Couture�

Pat Fehribach�

Bonnie Felis�

June Gentner�

Chester Godlewski�

Gloria Guerrero�

Tina Hahn�

Marge Harder�

Kathleen Hardin Torres�

Don Harris�

Mary King�

Bob Landino�

Charlo&e Lipka�

Celina Lukowski�

Jerry Mar�n�

Edgar Mar�nez�

Sue Mooney�Smith�

Joe Mrosewske�

Pat Oleksik�

Terry Pakulski�

Johana Piazza�

Don Rhein�

Bill Rose�

Alice Schwartz�

David Smith�

Fred Smith�

Mary Vanhoorne�

Ellen Vanderbeke�

Irene  Warren�

Bill Wiseman�

�

Family & Friends�

Andrea Alexander�

Stuart Alexander�

Carolyn Antolin�

Skye & Sevanah Baker�

Maria Barnes�

Danielle Bauman�

Randy Black�

Eric Bluhardt�

Dominic Bommarito�

Cindy Bogen�

Lisa Bower�

Joe Cangemi�

Lynn Capps�

Rob Carlo;�

Rick Carter�

David Clo1elter�

Marilyn Davis�

Alison Debacker�

Kevin DeBuck�

Mary Ann Devillis�

Doris DeVore�

Sandy Draper�

Rich Durst�

Chris Ann England�

Jeffery Field�

Tom Field�

Barbara & Mitchell Foksa�

John Fontana�

Daniel Fortune�

Jacob Gargulinsik�

Nancy Gebauer�

Jen Goryl�

Dennis Grace�

Ernest Hawes�

Ann Hendersen�

Antonio Hernandez�

Laurie Hiliard�

Angie Hood�

Dolly Houth�

Jodi James�

Norma Jean�

Ann Jenuwine�

Arlene Johnson�

Susan Kalicke�

Henrie&a Karwowicz�

Ed Kowalski�

Joyce Kralik�

Mary Kre4�

James Krol�

Edna Kuenea�

Madeline Lepisto�

Timothy Lo4is�

Connor Lorenz�

Mary Ann Lukatch�

Joel Lutz�

Paul Maxwell�

Joseph Mazur�

Karen Maier�

Patrick McShane�

Angelita Minter�

David Mok�

Dylyn Moran�

Beverly Moulton�

Eleanor Mowinski�

Bertha Muylaert�

Louis Opalka�

Mary O&enbacher�

Be&s Pawlis�

Sheila Parker�

Chris Prohm�

Charles Pra&�

Jane Rose�

Angela Sanchez�

Elena Santozzi�

Mike Schoenherr�

Janet Serreyn�

Michelle Simpson�

Chris Slezak�

Karen Smith�

Kimberly Smith�

John Smith�

Elizabeth Solecki�

Janet Springer�

Marilyn Sterling�

Isidoro Tata�

Doug Thompson�

Lila Tkaczyk�

Rosario Torres�

Sally Torres�

Lynn Upleger�

Michael Ureel�

Jim Vanderbeke�

Catherine Venier�

Lori Vogel�

Tim Walkowski�

Chris Warren�

Pat Warren�

Pamela Webber�

Janet Wentzel�

Joyce Williams�

Barbara Wilson�

Janice Wilson�

Marilyn Wisenski�

Jerry Wysocki�

Cole Yahara�

Alvin Zeckzer�

Helen Zedan�

Jim Zurek�

�

62811 New Haven Rd.�

Ray, MI 48096�

586.598.3314�

Fax: 586.749.6021�

Email: s"rancisnh@comcast.net�

Website: www.s"rancis�

stmaximilian.com�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday 5:00 Sunday 8:00, 10:00, 12:00 

(Spanish) �

WEEKDAYS:  Monday, Tuesday & Thurs-

day 9 a.m.  Church�

Wed. & Fri.   9 a.m. St. Mary Mys:cal 

Rose, Armada �

HOLY DAYS @ Church:  9 a.m. and �

7:00 p.m. �

First Friday of the Month: 7:00 p.m.�

Confession by appointment�

�

Pastor: Rev. Christopher Talbot  x301�

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Steve Mateja  x304�

Senior Pastor : Rev. Art Baranowski�

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Rick Rhein  x405�

Email: deaconrrhein@comcast.net�

Rev. Mr. Gary Meerschaert�

Email: gary.meerschaert@gmail.com�

Music Ministry: Chris)ne Duffy�

�

Office Hours:   Closed�

�

Prayer List 

Happening this Week 

Church open 10-4 daily for 

private prayer 

 

Monday, June 1 Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Tuesday, June 2  Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Wednesday, June 3 Mass @ 9 am�

SMMR�

Thursday, June 4 Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Friday, June 5 Mass @ 9 am�SMMR�

Saturday, June 6 Mass @ 4:00 pm�

SMMR�

Sunday, June 7 Most Holy Trinity Sun-

day�

Masses: 9:30 am English�

� Inten�on:  �

�12:30 pm Spanish�

�

• SFSM�St. Francis�St. Maximilian 

Church�

• SMMR�St. Mary Mys�cal Rose 

Church, Armada�

The Mission of our parish is to see the face of Christ in every person so that they may see the 

face of Christ in us and together we will go forth to bring Christ to the world.   �

�

La  misión de nuestra parroquia es ver el rostro de Cristo en toda persona, para que él o ella 

puedan ver el rostro de Cristo en nosotros, y juntos, llevemos el rostro de Cristo al resto del 

mundo. �

Your Stewardship in Ac.on�

Total Ac$ve Families �      �772   Total Envelopes Mailed� 531�

Envelopes Returned�������   105    Tithe�Diocesan  $408.90�

�

Weekly Budget ��������������$ 6,700.00�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Online offertory for month……..$2,710.00�

Over/(Shortage) for month……($7,323.00)�

Church Debt to Diocese $1,467,630�

May 3� $6,610.00�

May 10� $4,841.00�

May 17� $3,838.00�

May 24� $8,178.00�

May 31� �



Readings for the Week �

May 31, 2020�

�

Sunday:� Vigil: Gn 11:1�9 or Ex 19:3�8a, 16�20b or Ez 37:1�14 

or Jl 3:1�5/Ps 104:1�2, 24, 35, 27�28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22�

27/Jn 7:37�39. Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1�9/Ps 33:10�11, 12�13, 14

�15/Ex 19:3�8a, 16�20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 19:8, 9, 

10, 11/Ez 37:1�14/Ps 107:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [1]/Jl 3:1�5/Ps 104:1�

2, 24, 35, 27�28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22�27/Jn 7:37�39. Day: 

Acts 2:1�11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29�30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b�7, 

12�13/Jn 20:19�23�

Monday:� Gn 3:9�15, 20 or Acts 1:12�14/Ps 87:1�2, 3 and 5, 6�7/

Jn 19:25�34�

Tuesday:� 2 Pt 3:12�15a, 17�18/Ps 90:2, 3�4, 10, 14 and 16 [1]/

Mk 12:13�17�

Wednesday:� 2 Tm 1:1�3, 6�12/Ps 123:1b�2ab, 2cdef [1b]/Mk 

12:18�27�

Thursday:�2 Tm 2:8�15/Ps 4�5ab, 8�9, 10 and 14 [4]/Mk 12:28�

34�

Friday:�2 Tm 3:10�17/Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 166, 168 

[165a]/Mk 12:35�37�

Saturday:� 2 Tm 4:1�8/Ps 71:8�9, 14�15ab, 16�17, 22 [cf. 15ab]/

Mk 12:38�44�

Next Sunday:� Ex 34:4b�6, 8�9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/2 

Cor 13:11�13/Jn 3:16�18�

�

GOSPEL MEDITATION ��

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

�

You can feel so small stand-

ing by the seashore. The 

vastness of all that is before 

you expands much farther 

than your eye can see. What 

is happening on the other 

side? As �des con�nue to 

ebb and flow, what occurs as they come and go remains largely 

a mystery and the effects of their presence unknown in your 

sight. Yet, things are moving and changing as you gaze upon the 

water, as the thumbprint of their presence is le# behind. The 

greater the wind and wave, the greater the effect. But even a 

gentle breeze leaves its humble mark upon the seashore on 

which you stand. The smallest pebble s�ll makes a ripple in the 

great blue expanse of ocean waters. It doesn’t need to be big.�

�

You never know the full impact of your smallest gesture or sim-

plest of words. A yes or no, agree or disagree, here or there, this 

or that can influence �me and history in ways you may never 

know. The Holy Spirit is like that: fierce and torren�al, and then 

almost s�ll and silent, crea�ng and recrea�ng nonetheless. 

Coming as a gentle breeze or a gusty wind, God’s Holy Spirit 

con�nues to move over, around, and into the waters of our 

lives. The Spirit brings fruit and unknown possibili�es to what 

we humbly bring with us and that same Spirit eventually brings 

all to fulfillment in Christ.�

�

The first disciples didn’t have much. They possessed simple faith 

and a willingness to go into unchartered territory with a love of 

their friend�God, humble offerings, and a knowledge that they 

were not alone. This allowed them to do amazing things with 

very liFle. Do you believe that you are being led and that you 

have a purposeful life? We o#en do not realize our value be-

cause we do not think that the liFle we have is good enough. 

How wrong we are! A liFle flour mixed with water and em-

braced by a prayer of blessing transforms simple offerings into 

the magnificent Eucharis�c presence of God. If the Holy Spirit 

can do such amazing things with these humble gi#s of the earth, 

even more can happen with you. Don’t underes�mate the value 

of the smile you gave a stranger, the door held open for an el-

derly widow, the listening ear offered to one who was lonely, 

the tolerance given to the wounded soul who is angry, and the 

loving shoulder you offered as a cradle under the head of some-

one in pain. Modest gi#s offered with love can be transformed 

by the Spirit into wondrous blessings you may never know. It’s 

Pentecost. Trust. You are not alone.�

�

©LPi�

�

You can watch Mass recorded Live here at St. Francis�St. Maxi-

milian each week on Facebook at St Francis�St. Maximilian 

Catholic Community, on YOUTUBE at St. Francis�St. Maximilian 

Catholic Community or on our website www.sArancis�

stmaximilian.com. Also online are daily Masses celebrated by 

Fr. Chris and Fr. Steve as well as daily reflec�ons each evening 

with Fr. Chris.�
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