
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time               July 5, 2020 

�

First Reading�

The prophet Zechariah envisioned a fu-

ture king for the people of Israel who 

would rule the na�ons with jus�ce and 

humility. How do you see these virtues 

as a strength in leadership? �

Second Reading�

Paul speaks of the promise of the resur-

rec�on from the dead for believers who 

reject the flesh and live according to the 

Spirit. What spiritual exercises do you 

prac�ce that help reject the flesh? �

Gospel Reading�

Jesus praises his Father for the irony of 

the wise and learned who are unable to 

see what is revealed to the childlike. 

What does this tell us about the kingdom 

of heaven? �

�

Primera Lectura�

El profeta Zacarías imaginó un futuro rey 

para el pueblo de Israel que gobernaría 

las naciones con jus�cia y humildad. 

¿Cómo ves estas virtudes como una for-

taleza en el liderazgo?�

Segunda Lectura�

Pablo habla de la promesa de la resurrec-

ción de la muerte para los creyentes que 

rechazan la carne y viven de acuerdo con 

el Espíritu. ¿Qué ejercicios espirituales 

prac�cas que ayudan a rechazar la car-

ne?�

Lectura del Evangelio�

Jesús alaba a su Padre por la ironía de los 

sabios y estudiosos que no pueden ver lo 

que se revela a los que son como niños. 

¿Qué nos dice esto sobre el reino de los 

cielos?�

�

�
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Altar Linens Laundry Schedule�

�

Month of July�

Kelly Beste�

Month of August�

Carol Bubka�

A prayer for Spiritual Communion�

�

My Jesus, I believe that you are pre-

sent in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 

love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you in my soul. Since I can-

not at this moment receive you sacra-

mentally, Come at least spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace you as if you 

were already there and unite myself 

wholly to you. Never permit me to be 

separated from you. Amen.�

�

Oracion por la Comunion 

Espiritual 

Creo Jesús Mío, creo que estas 

presente en el San;simo Sacramento. 

Te amo sobre todas las cosas y deseo 

recibirte en mi alma. Ya que no pue-

do recibirte en este momento sacra-

mentalmente, ven al menos espir-

itualmente en mi corazón, Te abraso 

ya que abraso momo que ya estuvi-

eras aquí, y me uno totalmente a Ti. 

Nunca permitas que me separe de Ti.  

Amen�

Experience Catholic Tradi"on through the Sacred Scriptures.�

How will God speak to you?�

Start your journey through the Bible this September with the Catholic Biblical School 

of Michigan (CBSM). CBSM brings the Scriptures to life with an in�depth study of 

the en�re Bible led by seminary�level professors, so that you can Unleash the Gospel 

with confidence and joy! �

Join us for an Info Night (No registra�on necessary)�

Friday, July 24 � Virtual Video/Tele�Conference (8�9 pm) h1ps://cbsmich.org/

infonights or Tuesday, July 28 at 7 pm In person at St. Isidore (if Covid�19 allows, 

otherwise online) �

New classes forming now at:�

�St. Isidore in Macomb Twp., Thursdays 7�9 pm or�

�Online Virtual Class (any day, any"me!) �

� Register at cbsmich.org/register�

CBSM classes are affordable for all, scholarships granted to all who 

ask. For more informa�on contact us at info@cbsmich.org, 586�438�

3085, or cbmich.org�

�

CSA Update�

�

Usually our CSA is done in May, but be-

cause of the pandemic situa�on, things 

had to change. The AOD has restruc-

tured the CSA this year and two things 

have changed. The first is that the target 

for each parish has been reduced by 

15% and secondly, the date of the cam-

paign has been moved to August of this 

year.�

�

In the coming weeks, you will be no�-

fied directly by the AOD about the cam-

paign. You will s�ll be able to make your 

pledge on�line, by mail or at the parish. 

The campaign will s�ll operate as in the 

past with the overage coming back to 

the parish. All checks should be made 

out to the Archdiocese of Detroit�CSA. 

The contribu�on envelopes will be avail-

able in the gathering space and in the 

office. �

�

Because the goal has been decreased,  

we simply ask that you pledge what you 

did last year and we will more than 

make our goal and actually increase our 

refund. The parish will be much beOer 

off. Thank you for your support.�

Prayer for an end to the coronavirus 

crisis�

�

Loving God, we come before you in our 

�me of need. We lay before you our 

concerns and fears over the spread of 

the coronavirus. We know that you are 

migh�er than all our fears and that the 

name of Jesus is the name above all 

other names. We ask, in the name of 

Jesus, that you stop the spread of the 

coronavirus. In your mercy, heal those 

who are sick and lead those who have 

died into your heavenly kingdom. We 

ask this in the mighty name of Jesus. 

Amen. �

�

Oración para que termine la crisis del 

coronavirus�

�

Dios amoroso, venimos ante Ti en �em-

pos de necesidad. Te presentamos 

nuestras preocupaciones y miedos ante 

la propagación del coronavirus. Sa-

bemos que Tú eres más poderoso que 

todos nuestros miedos y que el nombre 

de Jesús está por encima de todos los 

demás nombres. Te pedimos en nombre 

de Jesús que detengas la propagación 

del coronavirus. En Tu misericordia sana 

a los enfermos y guía a los que han 

muerto a Tu reino celes�al. Te lo pedi-

mos en el nombre poderoso de Jesús. 

Amén.�

�



Today is the Peter’s Pence Collec"on, a worldwide collec�on that supports the chari-

table works of Pope Francis. Funds from this collec�on 

help vic�ms of war, oppression, and natural disasters. 

Take this opportunity to join with Pope Francis and be a 

witness of charity to our suffering brothers and sisters. 

Please be generous today. For more informa�on, visit 

www.usccb.org/peters�pence.�

�

Hoy es la Colecta Peter’s Pence, una colecta a nivel 

mundial que financia las obras de caridad del papa 

Francisco. Los fondos recaudados en esta colecta 

ayudan a las víc�mas de la guerra, la opresión y los desastres naturales. Tomen esta 

oportunidad para unirse al papa Francisco y ser tes�gos de la caridad para nuestros 

hermanos y hermanas que sufren. Por favor, sean generosos hoy. Para más 

información, visiten www.usccb.org/peters�pence.�

GOSPEL MEDITATION �

�

We are all familiar with the refrain, “You have put on Christ. In him you have been 

bap�zed. Alleluia, alleluia!” In Bap�sm, we “put on” Christ. In puTng on Christ, we 

put on all that Christ is and represents: hope, faith, and love. We are no longer bound 

to the sins and failures of the flesh, that part of us that resists God and relies exclu-

sively on human means. It also means that we are not in debt to our past, complete 

with its sins, failures, regrets, fears, and unfulfilled dreams. There is always hope. In 

puTng on Christ, we put on God’s vision for the world, for all of His children and for 

us. We have been given a road map to guide our paths and a blueprint to follow for 

our life’s journey.�

�

There is no need for regret, and we are not tethered to our past. Is there anything in 

your past that you regret? Any decision or memory that con�nues to haunt you? We 

have all made mistakes, and we have this uncanny ability to con�nue bea�ng our-

selves up over things we can no longer do anything about, except learn from them. To 

put on Christ means that I can now bring God’s uncondi�onal love to my hurWul 

memories and sinful choices. With each new moment and every new choice, I can 

start clean and live in freedom.�

�

Imagine adults when the disciples were preaching and bap�zing. They came to bap-

�sm not really knowing who they were, with pasts that were broken, seeking to live 

the joy of the Gospel they heard spoken to them and wan�ng the love they saw wit-

nessed in the lives of those who believed. What tremendous celebra�ons their bap-

�sms must have been! They could now have the support of a community, full par�ci-

pa�on in the sacraments of the church, focus for their disordered lives, consola�on, 

healing, and an understanding of what life is really all about.�

�

Our lives are meant to be celebra�ons of the Spirit we have received in Bap�sm. How 

does that joy get expressed in and through you? When we truly understand that we 

have put on Christ, our burdens can become 

much lighter. It is odd that so many Chris�ans 

look like they are carrying the weight of the 

world on their shoulders. Wouldn’t it be won-

derful if those weights could be liXed and joy 

experienced!�

�
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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time�

�

In today’s Gospel from the evangelist St. 

MaOhew, Jesus proclaims:�Come to Me, 

all who labor and are burdened, and I 

will give you rest. Some scholars con-

clude the Prophet Zechariah’s prophesy 

of a savior�king, meek and humbly riding 

on a donkey, foreshadows Christ’s 

peaceful entry into Jerusalem before His 

Passion. St. Paul’s LeOer to the Roman 

community reminds us that God’s Spirit 

dwells in us. These encouraging words 

comfort Chris�an disciples in �mes of 

difficulty. As we express a spirit of evan-

geliza�on through our stewardship of 

prayer, service, and generosity, may we 

strive to put our full faith and trust in 

our Lord and Savior. Strengthen your 

trust in Jesus by opening your heart to 

make Him personal in your life. Spend 

quiet �me each day res�ng, clearing 

your mind, and listening to our Lord.�

Prayer for Health Care Workers�

�

Heavenly Father,�

We thank you for the lives and work of 

doctors, health care workers, medical 

researchers, and first responders who 

serve our communi�es. We pray for 

each of them as they diligently care for 

those who are suffering with the coro-

navirus and work toward a cure for it.�

Lord, strengthen their resolve, grant 

them health in mind and body, and 

protect their families. Give them hope 

and surround them with your merciful 

love. Help them to be compassionate as 

they strive to heal those they serve.�

Come, Holy Spirit, fill each of these gen-

erous women and men with the giXs of 

courage, wisdom, perseverance, and 

mercy. Open their hearts to see Jesus 

“in His distressing disguise” in the peo-

ple they assist.�

In the spirit of Blessed Solanus Casey, 

we thank you ahead of �me for 

“accomplishing in them far more than 

all we ask or imagine.”�

We pray this in the all�powerful name 

of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns forever.�

Amen.�

�



FAITH FORMATION�

  586�598�3314  ext. 302�

    wordist@msn.com�

Jane Van Belle, DRE�

Catholic Social Teaching�

Selec�ons of ar�cles from Loyola Press�

�

Living Lives for Others:  The Basics of Catholic Social Teaching�

“That’s not fair!” You can hear that cry on any playground from 

coast to coast. Kids have an innate sense of�jus�ce. Even 

though they may not always live up to this innate sense, this 

inner guide, they know that it’s wrong to treat others badly, to 

exclude others, and to rig the rules of the game so that one side 

always loses.�

Over �me the arena of the playground gives way to other are-

nas of society�home, work, neighborhood, civic life, and so on. 

Yet the same basic truths of this inner guide apply. These basic 

truths form the core of what is called Catholic Social Teaching. 

This body of teaching by the pope, bishops, and other church 

leaders addresses the most fundamental ques�ons of human 

coexistence: Who are we? What do we owe one another? How 

should we live together? How can we establish peace and free-

dom for all?�

The Church has developed great wisdom to help society ad-

dress the most pressing situa�ons facing an increasingly shrink-

ing�and oXen turbulent�global community in years to come. 

Because we as Catholics are a worldwide community of faith, 

the more we can embrace and internalize this growing wisdom 

and enact it in our own lives, the more we will serve the King-

dom of God and help bring it into fullness.�

These are the basic tenets of Catholic Social Teaching.�

Life and Dignity of the Human Person�

The Catholic belief in the life and dignity of the human person is 

the founda�on of our moral vision. All life is sacred, and all peo-

ple must be treated with dignity.�

Call to Family, Community, and Par"cipa"on�

Par�cipa�on in family and community is central to our faith and 

to a healthy society. From this founda�on people par�cipate in 

society, fostering a community spirit and promo�ng the well�

being of all, especially those who are poor or vulnerable.�

Rights and Responsibili"es�

The Catholic Church teaches that every person has a right to life 

as well as a right to those things required for human decency. 

As Catholics, we are responsible for protec�ng these funda-

mental human rights in order to achieve a healthy society.�

Op"on for the Poor and Vulnerable�

As Catholics, we are called to pay special aOen�on to the needs 

of poor people. We can follow Jesus’ example by making a spe-

cific effort to defend and promote the dignity of those who are 

poor or vulnerable and to meet their immediate material 

needs.�

  The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers�

The Catholic Church teaches that the basic rights of workers 

must be respected: the right to produc�ve work, to fair wages, 

and to private property, and the right to organize and join 

unions and to pursue economic opportunity. Moreover, Cath-

olics believe that the economy is meant to serve people, not 

the other way around.�

Solidarity�

Because God is our Father, we are all brothers and sisters with 

the responsibility to care for one another. This spirit 

of�solidarity�unites all people whether they are rich or poor, 

weak or strong. It also helps to create a society that recognizes 

that we live in an interdependent world.�

Care for God’s Crea"on�

God is the creator of all people and all things, and he wants us 

to enjoy his crea�on. We are called to make the moral and 

ethical choices that protect the ecological balance of crea�on 

both locally and worldwide.�

Adapted from�Sharing Catholic Social Teaching,�United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops�

      Our Service for and with the Poor                                          

by Andy Alexander, SJ, Maureen McCann Waldron�

Prac�cal service isn’t out of our reach. In many reflec�ve 

ways, we can make choices to act in solidarity with those for 

whom we desire to have a special care, and from whom we 

know we will learn much about faith and trust in God.�

Very many people depend on charity. We live in socie�es that 

do not provide for an equal distribu�on of our resources or 

offer means for growth in dignity and jus�ce in aOaining them. 

We might take some �me to research how the poorest of the 

poor are cared for in our area. We might prac�ce our generos-

ity in preparing food, serving it ourselves, or sharing what we 

have with food pantries that offer daily survival to those in 

need. We might be inspired to go deeper. What graces might 

come to us if we were to go to a meal program and eat with 

and visit with the poor? What fears would we need to over-

come? What could we learn if we ask how they are geTng 

along or if we ask them about their faith? We might grow in 

courage to bring our children or friends to spend �me with the 

poor. How might we return to our lives with greater freedom 

and trust? What else might we do that fits with our circum-

stances and the needs around us and in the world?�

This is from�Praying Lent�by Andy Alexander, SJ, and Maureen 

McCann Waldron.�



MEDITACIÓN 

EVANGÉLICO �

�

El domingo pasado, la 

lectura del Evangelio 

retaba al creyente a tomar 

la cruz y seguir a Jesús, 

ahora, la invitación es 

reposar en quien podemos confiar y profundizar en amistad. 

Es el amigo ín�mo que nunca falla, está ahí en las buenas y en 

las no tan buenas. Ahora, Jesús nos invita a ir a él. “Vengan a 

mí los que van cansados, llevando pesadas cargas, y yo los 

aliviaré. Carguen con mi yugo y aprendan de mí, que soy 

paciente y humilde de corazón, y sus almas encontrarán 

descanso. Pues mi yugo es suave y mi carga liviana”. (Mateo 

11:28�30). La palabra yugo significa sujetar y dar dirección, ya 

sea a mulas o bueyes para trabajar. �

�

Muy dis�nto es el yugo del que habla Jesús en esta ocasión. 

Muchas manos trabajando juntas por la jus�cia logran 

grandes cosas. Juntos, para hacer tareas maravillosas en la 

misión del Evangelio. Cuando nos unimos a Jesús es que la 

carga es ligera y suave, porque la cargamos todos y él nos 

sos�ene. En una enfermedad, en familia juntos lo podemos 

todo. El ministerio no se hace aislado, se trabaja en equipo, 

nadie es número uno.  En la familia los esposos están atados 

al yugo de la mancuerna de su sí el día de su boda. Esa 

mancuerna es lo suave del matrimonio para dar dirección y 

apoyo a los hijos. El trabajo es duro, demandante y a veces 

imposible de hacer. Entonces, aprendamos y tomemos el 

yugo de Jesús. Él es el único camino, el da a lo di]cil un nuevo 

comienzo y se logra con la oración y la in�midad con 

Jesucristo.�

�
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Fe como un Niño�

�

Si buscas en Google las recomendaciones sobre cómo criar 

hijos generosos, casi todas las listas de ideas comienzan con, o 

al menos con�enen, la direc�va para que los adultos sean 

buenos modelos de generosidad. Nuestros niños aprenden de 

nuestras acciones mucho más que de nuestras palabras. Por 

supuesto, cuando pienso en los años mientras mis hijos cre-

cían, creo que aprendí tanto de ellos como ellos aprendieron 

de mí. Hay un �empo entre la infancia temprana y la escuela 

secundaria en el que un niño parece ser más libre para dar y 

compar�r que en cualquier otro momento de la vida. Es alre-

dedor de la edad de la Primera Comunión cuando los gritos de 

"mío" se convierten en risas y sonrisas, y la necesidad de ser 

parte de algo más grande que uno mismo lleva a compar�r. 

Antes de que te des cuenta, el niño llega a los años de la 

preadolescencia y, una vez más, se convierte en el centro del 

universo.�

�

Creo que el párrafo anterior es todo cierto, sin embargo, las 

etapas descritas parecen repe�rse a lo largo de la edad adul-

ta. ¿No estás de acuerdo? A veces caemos en vernos a noso-

tros mismos como el centro del universo, o nos consumimos 

por nuestro estado en la vida o con lo que hemos adquirido. 

Asimismo, a veces somos personas generosas y amorosas. Es 

el pecado lo que nos atrae de nuevo a nosotros mismos y nos 

aleja de cualquier vida significa�va de corresponsabilidad y 

generosidad. Para ser libres para amar, necesitamos modelos 

a seguir que nos ayuden a ver lo que realmente importa. Ne-

cesitamos reflexionar sobre el ejemplo de muchos de nuestros 

hermanos y hermanas en Cristo. Y sí, tenemos que mirar a los 

niños que pueden estar en el punto de sus vidas donde com-

par�r es diver�do y el amor es algo en abundancia.�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

�

�

Las lecturas de la semana del 5 de julio de 2020�

�

Domingo: � Zac 9, 9�10/Sal 145, 1�2. 8�9. 10�11. 13�14 [cfr. 1]/

Rom 8, 9. 11�13/Mt 11, 25�30�

Lunes:�Os 2, 16. 17�18. 21�22/Sal 145, 2�3. 4�5. 6�7. 8�9 [8]/Mt 

9, 18�26�

Martes:� Os 8, 4�7. 11�13/Sal 115, 3�4. 5�6. 7�8. 9�10 [9]/Mt 

9, 32�38�

Miércoles:�Os 10, 1�3. 7�8. 12/Sal 105, 2�3. 4�5. 6�7 [4]/Mt 10, 

1�7�

Jueves:� Os 11, 1�4. 8�9/Sal 80, 2 y 3. 15�16 [4]/Mt 10, 7�15�

Viernes:� Os 14, 2�10/Sal 51, 3�4. 8�9. 12�13. 14 y 17 [17]/Mt 

10, 16�23�

Sábado:� Is 6, 1�8/Sal 93, 1ab. 1�2. 5 [1]/Mt 10, 24�33�



Parishioners�
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Lila Tkaczyk�
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Lynn Upleger�

Michael Ureel�
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Chris Warren�
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62811 New Haven Rd.�

Ray, MI 48096�

586.598.3314�

Fax: 586.749.6021�

Email: s"rancisnh@comcast.net�

Website: www.s"rancis�

stmaximilian.com�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday 4:00 @ St. Mary Mys2cal Rose�

Sunday 9:30 am English  12:30 pm 

(Spanish) In the Parking Lot @ SFSM�

WEEKDAYS:  Monday, Tuesday & Thurs-

day 9 a.m.  @  SFSM�

Wed. & Fri.   9 a.m. St. Mary Mys2cal 

Rose, Armada �

HOLY DAYS @ Church:  9 a.m. and �

7:00 p.m. �

First Friday of the Month: 7:00 p.m.�

Confession by appointment�

�

Pastor: Rev. Christopher Talbot  x301�

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Steve Mateja  x304�

Senior Pastor : Rev. Art Baranowski�

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Rick Rhein  x405�

Email: deaconrrhein@comcast.net�

Rev. Mr. Gary Meerschaert�

Email: gary.meerschaert@gmail.com�

Music Ministry: Chris)ne Duffy�

�

Office Hours:   Closed�

Prayer List 

Happening this Week�

Church open 10�4 daily for 

private prayer�

�

Monday, July 6 Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Tuesday, July 7  Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Wednesday, July 8 Mass @ 9 am�

SMMR�

Thursday, July 9 Mass @ 9 am�SFSM�

Friday, July 10 Mass @ 9 am�SMMR�

Saturday, July 11 Mass @ 4:00 pm�

SMMR�

Sunday, July 12  15th Sunday in Ordi-

nary Time�

Masses: 9:30 am English�

� Inten"on:  Rachael Duffy, Dean & 

Denise Genereaux 55th Wedding Anni-

versary�

�

�12:30 pm Spanish�

�

�� SFSM�St. Francis�St. Maximilian 

Church�

�� SMMR�St. Mary Mys�cal Rose 

Church, Armada�

The Mission of our parish is to see the face of Christ in every person so that they may see the 

face of Christ in us and together we will go forth to bring Christ to the world.   �

�

La  misión de nuestra parroquia es ver el rostro de Cristo en toda persona, para que él o ella 

puedan ver el rostro de Cristo en nosotros, y juntos, llevemos el rostro de Cristo al resto del 

mundo. �

Your Stewardship in Ac+on�

Total Ac�ve Families �      �772   Total Envelopes Mailed� 531�

Envelopes Returned��������    86   Tithe�Diocesan  $291.75�

U�lity Fund����������������������$ 520.00�

Weekly Budget ���������������$ 6,700.00 x4=$26,800.00�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Online offertory for month……..$2,315.00�

Over/(Shortage) for month……($4,239.00)�

Church Debt to Diocese $1,467,630�

June 7� $6,319.00�

June 14� $4,292.00�

June 21� $3,800.00�

June 28� $5,835.00�

� �



Readings for the Week �

July 5, 2020�

Sunday:�  Zec 9:9�10/Ps 145:1�2, 8�9, 10�11, 13�14 [cf. 1]/Rom 

8:9, 11�13/Mt 11:25�30�

Monday:� Hos 2:16, 17b�18, 21�22/Ps 145:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 

[8a]/Mt 9:18�26�

Tuesday:� Hos 8:4�7, 11�13/Ps 115:3�4, 5�6, 7ab�8, 9�10 [9a]/Mt 

9:32�38�

Wednesday:� Hos 10:1�3, 7�8, 12/Ps 105:2�3, 4�5, 6�7 [4b]/Mt 

10:1�7�

Thursday:�Hos 11:1�4, 8e�9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15�16 [4b]/Mt 

10:7�15�

Friday:�Hos 14:2�10/Ps 51:3�4, 8�9, 12�13, 14 and 17 [17b]/Mt 

10:16�23�

Saturday:� Is 6:1�8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd�2, 5 [1a]/Mt 10:24�33�

Next Sunday:� Is 55:10�11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12�13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/Rom 

8:18�23/Mt 13:1�23 or 13:1�9�

Knights of Columbus�

Council  7561�

�

Serving St. Mary Mys#cal Rose & �

St. Francis�St. Maximilian Parishes�

�

Monthy  mee#ng 3rd Wednesday of 

the month�

 7 pm�

July mee#ng�St. Mary Mys#cal Rose�

Thank YOU to everyone who has con"nued their financial sup-

port of St. Francis�St. Maximilian Parish! We s"ll have a need 

to pay bills, maintain the church buildings, and importantly 

con"nue our outreach ministries.  We ask that, to the best of 

your ability, you con"nue to make your weekly offertory do-

na"ons, either by mailing them to the parish at 62811 New 

Haven Rd., Ray, MI 48096 or online at 

www.give.aod.org  or as an automa"c payment 

from your personal checking account using your 

envelope # as the account #. �

Kissing the Altar at Mass�

�

Ques"on: �

Why do priests kiss the altar at the start of Mass?�

�

Answer:�

Our churches and chapels are filled with symbols. We might 

think of the more common symbols (like the crucifix, statues, 

stained�glass windows, vestment color and altar cloths) as well 

as major symbols (such as the paschal candle and the bap�smal 

font). But there are some things that we can take for granted in 

our sacred spaces, because unfortunately, they seem to just be 

part of the building, including three of the main symbols of our 

liturgy: the ambo (lectern), the chair for the priest celebrant, 

and the altar. �

�

These three objects are placed in a specially designated area 

called the sanctuary. They are the places where the Word of 

God is proclaimed, where the priest prays and presides at the 

celebra�on, and where the bread and wine are offered by the 

priest during the Eucharis�c Prayer. Although each of these ob-

jects is sacred because of the role they play in our worship, the 

altar holds a special place. In a document containing the rules 

and instruc�ons for the Mass � the “General Instruc�on of the 

Roman Missal” � we read: “The altar on which the Sacrifice of 

the Cross is made present under sacramental signs is also the 

table of the Lord to which the People of God is called together 

to par�cipate in the Mass, as well as the center of the thanks-

giving that is accomplished throughout the Eucharist” (no. 296). �

�

One of the ways that we recognize the importance of the altar is 

when the priest and deacon kiss the altar at the beginning of 

Mass. Kissing is an ancient act of devo�on. Remember, we also 

kiss the cross on Good Friday, and the deacon or priest kisses 

the “Book of the Gospels” aXer the Gospel is proclaimed. This 

act of devo�on reminds us that the altar is a symbol of Jesus, 

the “living stone” (see 1 Peter 2:4), the founda�on stone of our 

faith. It is a symbol gesture, but it is a powerful reminder of the 

One on whom our faith is built and in whose name we gather as 

the “household of faith” (see Gala�ans 6:10). �

�

To learn more, see the “Catechism of the Catholic Church” (no. 

1382�1383).�

�

©LPi�

�

Worship with us at home 

�

Join us on Facebook at St Francis�St. Maximilian Catholic Com-

munity, or YOUTUBE at St. Francis�St. Maximilian Catholic Com-

munity each Sunday for Mass. Daily Masses celebrated by Fr. 

Chris and Fr. Steve as well as daily reflec�ons each evening 

with Fr. Chris. Like and follow our page. You can also watch us 

on our website at St. Francis�St. Maximilian.com.�



Stotz & Quayhackx, P.C.
Kathleen M. Quayhackx

Attorney at Law, Parishioner
kqlaw@prodigy.net

 55 S.B. Gratiot • Mt. Clemens
 Parish Member
 (586) 465-4198

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
Patricia L. Gendernalik

Owner/Manager
35259 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore

725-0177

JUENGEL’S
TREE SERVICE
Free Estimates • Trimming
Topping • Deadwooding

Removal • Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

Jim Juengel
586-855-4329

CULLIGAN WATER
CONDITIONING

Specializing in Water
Softeners, Drinking Systems 

and Bottled Water
752-6527

Ask for Details

35000 Division St. #4, Richmond
586-727-1100
www.drjuliec.com

FAMILY DENTISTRY

 3-D-4-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0264

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care • Retirement Annuities • Disability Insurance

Jack Jerzewski
Office: 586-727-1999
Cell: 810-580-1914

jack.jerzewski@kofc.org

 Michael J. Kehoe
 d.d.s., M.s., p.c.

Specializing in Orthodontics and Dentofacial 
Orthopedics for Children, Adolescents & Adults

112 South Main St • Romeo, MI
(586) 336-9455

www.kehoeorthodontics.com

NORTHERN AIR
HEATING & COOLING 

Over 25 Years experience
Senior & Parish Member Discount

Licensed/Insured, Commercial/Residential
(586) 291-2410 or (586) 727-7504
www.northernairheatingandcooling.com

David TenHopen
Insurance

Agency LLC

586-752-2710
DGTenHopen@aaamichigan.com

Great rates for young drivers!

James V. Dubay
Attorney at Law

Lifetime Area Resident
68650 Main St., Richmond 48062

(586) 727-2455

ALLEMON
SEPTIC SERVICE
Specializing in Septic Tank Cleaning

– In Business Over 50 Years –
586-781-3433

Larry Burgett • lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


