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From the Vicar 
 Some of you may recall the 1977 movie Oh, God!, 
which starred John Denver as an assistant manager at a 
supermarket; Almighty God—played by George Burns—
asked him to help initiate a spiritual revival in the United 
States.  One line from that movie has always stayed with 
me.  God (George Burns) said to Jerry Landers (John 
Denver):  “I know these are difficult times in which to 
have faith—but maybe if you had the faith to start with, 
the times would change.” 
 Might the Lord (the real God, not the George Burns 
character) be saying something like that to us today? 
 Faith in the God of the Bible played an essential role 
in the establishment of our country and in its rise to 
greatness—but where is that faith today?  Christians in 
general, and Catholics in particular, are largely absent 
from the culture wars (making possible the ongoing 
moral degradation of our society).  Religion has been 
losing its popularity and influence, church attendance is 
steadily declining, and the percentage of Americans 
identifying themselves as Christian is lower than it’s ever 
been.  At the same time, many Christians—especially in 
mainline Protestant churches—have stopped believing 
in biblical teachings on doctrine and morals (such as the 
actual, physical resurrection of Jesus from the dead).  
We as Catholics have no reason to be smug; some 
surveys suggest that 70% of self-proclaimed Catholics 
no longer believe the Church’s teaching that the 
Eucharist, or Holy Communion, truly is the Body and 
Blood of Christ (which has been the unchanging belief of 
the Church since the days of the apostles in the 1st 
century). 
 Scripture warns us that “the time will come when 
people will not tolerate sound doctrine but, following their 
own desires and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate 
teachers and will stop listening to the truth and be 
diverted to myths” (2 Tim. 4:3).  Moreover, Jesus foretold 
that “false prophets will arise and deceive many, and 
because of the increase of evildoing, the love of many 
will grow cold” (Mt. 24:12). 
 Could we be living in such times?  There’s no reason 
to assume we’re anywhere near the end of the world—
but it may very well be the case that our weak faith as a 
country that was once “one nation under God” is 
allowing evil to gain the upper hand (at least 
temporarily), thereby making life harder and more 
challenging than it has to be.   
 Some have speculated that the current crisis is a 
chastisement for humanity’s sins, or an effort on the part 
of the evil one to abolish the public celebration of the 
Mass.  At the very least, there are secularists tempted to 
use the crisis as an opportunity to place restrictions on 
the free practice of religion.  (For instance, on Holy 
Thursday the governor of Kentucky declared that all 
Easter services were forbidden—even at churches 
practicing social distancing by holding services in the 
parking lot with parishioners remaining in their cars.  
Fortunately, a federal judge immediately overruled him 
and allowed the Easter services to take place.) 

 What if Christians had been actively involved in 
opposing the culture of death over the last few decades?  
What if we had truly been salt for the earth and light for 
the world (cf. Mt. 5:13-16), and a spiritual leaven or 
yeast for our society (cf. Lk. 13:21)?  What if a majority 
of Catholics had been living out the message of Fatima
—at which, in 1917, Our Lady called upon us to do 
penance and pray the Rosary for the conversion of 
sinners and for world peace? 
 Yes, because of the many tragedies and disruptions 
caused by the corona-virus, these are difficult times in 
which to have faith—but, as “God” (George Burns) said, 
maybe if we had the faith to start with, the times would 
begin to change. 
 It’s not too late for us to begin this process—and you 
and I each have a role to play. 
 Are you and your family praying the Rosary each 
day?  If not, there’s never going to be a better or more 
important time to start.  The same thing also applies to 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet; in addition, there are various 
novenas and other prayers that can be used.  (Most of 
these are readily available on-line.) 
 Is your parish church unlocked during the day?  If 
not, is there another one near you that is?  Make a point 
of stopping in to pray in the Real Presence of Jesus 
whenever you can. 
 Do you have a lot of extra free time?  Use some of it 
to learn more about your faith—by reading the Bible, the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, or other good 
Catholic books or magazines.  Alternately, watch 
Catholic videos or movies (available on Formed) or 
check out various Catholic websites. 
 Do you know someone who lives alone?  Be sure to 
call or text that person regularly; reaching out to others 
is an important way of sharing the Gospel—especially in 
times like these. 
 Above all, maintain a humble and trusting attitude—
for as St. Paul says, God can make all things work for 
the good of those who love Him (Rom. 8:28). 
 If faith can move mountains (Mk. 11:23), it can also 
change our world . . . so let’s get started.  

                Fr. Joe Esper  

Blue Water Vicariate                     BlueWaterCatholic.org              May 2020

Holy Cross-Cardinal Alumni Breakfast 
 In response to the uncertainty of the Corona Virus 
Pandemic the Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney Alumni 
Association is postponing both the mailing of the 
annual newsletter and the date of the Alumni 
Breakfast. Newsletters will be mailed after people are 
allowed to gather.  
 The June Alumni Breakfast is re-scheduled for 
Sunday, September 13, 2020 following the 9:30am 
Mass at Holy Cross Church. The breakfast will be held 
in the gym as it was last year. 

Marilynn Pavlov 
President, HC-CMC Alumni Association
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How To Pray The Rosary  
The Sign of the Cross  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth;  I 
believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord, Who was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
to the dead. On the third day He rose again;  He ascended into Heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God, the Father almighty; from where 
He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 
Amen. 
Our Father  
Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. Amen.  
Hail Mary Prayer  
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou among 
women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, 
mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.  
Glory Be 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen.  
Fatima Prayer 
O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell.  Lead all 
souls to heaven, especially those who are in most need of Thy mercy. 
Amen.  
Hail Holy Queen  
Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished      
children of Eve: to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.  Turn then, most 
gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. That we may be made     
worthy of the promises of Christ.  

The Joyful Mysteries  
(Mondays & Saturdays) 
1.The Annunciation  
2.The Visitation of Mary   
3.The Birth of Jesus  
4.Presentation of Jesus in 
the Temple  
5.Finding Jesus in the  
Temple  

The Luminous Mysteries  
(Thursdays) 
1.Baptism of Jesus Fruit 
2.Wedding at Cana  
3.Proclamation of the 
Kingdom 
4.Transfiguration of Jesus  
5.Institution of the Holy 
Eucharist  

The Glorious Mysteries  
(Wednesdays & Sundays) 
1.Resurrection of Jesus  
2.Ascension of Jesus into 
Heaven  
3.Descent of the Holy 
Sprit  
4.Assumption of Mary 
into Heaven  
5.Coronation of Mary  

The Sorrowful Mysteries  
(Tuesdays & Fridays) 
1.Agony of Jesus in the  
Garden  
2.Scourging of Jesus at the 
Pillar  
3.Crowning of Jesus with 
Thorns  
4.Jesus Carrying His Cross 
5.Crucifixion of Jesus  
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Communications Coordinator Needed
Holy Trinity Parish hiring a Communication Coordinator, 

which is responsible for the management and updating of all 
media used to communicate within the Parish, including the 
bulletin, website, social media and electronic signage; is also 
the primary back-up for the Office Manager. A degree in 
marketing, communications or journalism is preferred.

The coordinator interacts regularly with parishioners and 
outside personnel requiring a high degree of people skills 
and written and verbal expertise.

This is a part-time, hourly position working three-four 
hours per day Monday – Friday. 

If you are interested, please contact David Miles at 
David.miles@holytrinityph.org.

Pilgrimage to Italy
November 4-13, 2020
Fr. Lee Acervo will be 
leading a pilgrimage to 
Italy, November 4-13. 

We will be visiting Assisi, 
Loreto, Lanciano, San 

Giovanni Rotondo, Monte 
Cassino, and Rome. 

Visit stedwardonthelake.org
 or call 810-385-4340 for 

more information.
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Holy Family Parish (Memphis)
Phone: 810-392-2056

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 10:30 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm

St. Augustine Parish (Richmond) * 
Phone: 586-727-5215

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9 am 
Confession: Wednesday 8:45 am Saturday 7 pm 

Holy Trinity Parish 
St. Joseph Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Mass: Sunday 11 am
St. Stephen Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 9 am 
Confession: Wed. 6:30 - 7:30 pm & Sat. 9 am to 10 am

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Township) * 
Phone: 586-725-3051

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am & 12 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm 
Thursday after 8:30 am Mass

Our Lady on the River Parish
Holy Cross Church (Marine City) * 
Phone: 810-765-3568

Masses:  Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 8 am, 9:30 am 
Confession: Friday after 9 am Mass

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church (Algonac)
Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 3 pm

St. Mark Chapel (Harsens Island)
Mass:  Sunday 10am

St. Christopher Parish (Marysville)
Phone: 810-364-4100

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 8 am & 11 am 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm

St. Edward on the Lake (Lakeport) * 
Phone: 810-385-4340

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 9:30 am & 11:30 am 
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 8 am 
Confession: Sun., Mon., Tues., Wed: 7:30 am to 7:55 am 
Thurs.: 6 pm to 6:50 pm 
Sat: 7:30am to 7:55am; after 8am Mass, and 4pm to 4:50pm

St. Mary Parish (Port Huron) *
Phone: 810-982-7906

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 9 am, & 11 am 
Confession: Sat. 4 pm, Thurs. 8:45 am-9:30 am,                     
2nd Sat. 12-12:30 pm, 1st Fri. 8-9 pm or by appt.

St. Mary Parish (St. Clair) * 
Phone: 810-329-2255

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
Confession: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 7:45 am to 8 am, 
Saturday 3:45 pm to 4:15 pm

St. Mary Queen of Creation (New Baltimore)
Phone: 586-725-2441

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday  9 am & 11 am 
Confession:  Wednesdays during 6 pm Holy Hour
Saturday 11:30 am and 3 pm 

* Indicates Catholic School on campus
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School (Marine City) 
Phone: 810-765-8825

Submitting Info to The Drift 

	 To submit information or events within the Blue Water 
Vicariate to be included in this monthly publication, be 
sure to include all pertinent information (i.e. organization, 
event name, location, contact, time and cost) and email to 
editor@iccatholic.org.


Please note:  We are unable to accept any handwritten 
or phone submissions.  Only email, word, pdf, jpg, txt 
files can be accepted (nothing in publisher, please).

The Drift 
is a monthly publication of the 


Blue Water Vicariate 

The Rev. Joseph Esper 
Vicar and Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish


Next Article Deadline:  May 14, 2020 

Next Issue:  May 31, 2020 

Submit info to The Drift via e-mail at  
editor@iccatholic.org 

(only email submissions please) 

Blue Water Vicariate Directory  
Including Weekend Mass and Confession Times (Please call for daily Mass schedule or to confirm)
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Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1950

Patricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore
725-0177 Bring this ad for 5% off!  

Bring your Military ID for 10% Off!

ANCHOR 
GLASS & SCREEN II

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Pet Doors
Shower Doors & Enclosures 

586-725-7107
 8900 DIXIE HIGHWAY • FAIR HAVEN

Julie Cichoracki, D.D.S.
35000 Division Rd., Ste. 4 • Richmond

www.drjuliec.com | (586) 727-1100

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Sales & Service  Since 1946
We Service All Makes & Models

Diesel Repair • Bodyshop • Parts • Sales
Downtown Richmond

586-727-3885
www.shepherdlm.com

www.LenoxCremation.com
10918 Gratiot Ave., Casco

www.LenoxVault.com
65601 Gratiot Ave., Lenox Twp.

Ask your funeral director about using Lenox Cremation or Burial Vault.

Would you trust 
your hearing healthcare 

to anyone other 
than a doctor?

Dr. Lisa (Frammolino) Bont

3158 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI

810.388.9400

Immaculate
Conception
Parishioner

advancedaudiologyservices.com

Flowers by Theresa llc

 Specializing in
 Weddings, Funerals, 
 Graduation Parties,  
 Showers and
 Special Events
 tmfecteau@gmail.com
 586.212.5149

Micki Striker
1332 Michigan • Marysville

810.364.5440
9 Stylists, 2 Nail Techs to Serve You

FREE HELPduring 
unplanned pregnancy

Formerly Blue Water
Pregnancy Care Center   BlueWaterBabies.org • 985-HOPE

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


