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From the Vicar 
 This past New Year’s Day few, if any, of us could 
have imagined what was in store for us over the 
coming months.  We’ve learned new expressions like 
“social distancing,” “flattening the curve,” and 
“quarantining in place.”  We’ve become very good at 
estimating how far six feet away is, we’ve learned 
how to breathe freely while wearing a mask, and 
we’ve discovered the importance of stocking up on 
certain items (like toilet paper) in advance of a crisis.  
Some of us may have lost a loved one, or a job, or a 
steady source of income.   All our young people and 
children have experienced what it’s like to learn at 
home instead of in a classroom, and many parents—
even if home-schooling has been rewarding—have 
come to have a greater appreciation for their 
children’s teachers. 
 Over these last few months many unsung heroes 
have been recognized:  doctors, nurses, and other 
medical personnel; EMS technicians, police officers, 
fire-fighters, and other first responders; truck drivers, 
store employees, farmers; and a wide variety of other 
“essential workers” (though perhaps not politicians).  
Many people have discovered the benefits of slowing 
down, taking a leisurely walk or bicycle ride, and 
spending extra time with family members.  So many 
persons, opportunities, and freedoms that we used to 
take for granted are now enjoyed and cherished more 
than ever before. 
 This is—or should be—especially true of our 
privilege and opportunity to attend Mass and receive 
Holy Communion.  With the resumption of public 
liturgies, many Catholics are able to quench their 
growing need and yearning for the Body and Blood of 
Christ, while also hearing the Word of God proclaimed 
at Mass, and worshipping the Lord as part of a faith 
community.  In addition, Eucharistic Adoration will 
resume in many of our parishes, and—before too 
long, we pray—the other sacraments (specifically 
Baptism and Confirmation) will again become readily 
available. 
 These are all wonderful graces for which we give 
thanks to God. According to some surveys, many 
Catholics have come closer to the Lord, and found 
their faith a source of strength and consolation, during 
these challenging times.  Even so, it may be quite 
some time before things return to “normal” in our 
parishes—if they ever do completely.  Some 
parishioners remain leery of returning to church out of 
fear of contracting an infection.  (Such persons, of 
course—along with anyone in a “high risk” category—
are granted a dispensation from attending Mass; this 
dispensation lasts until next September.)  Others have 
gotten used to not going to church on the weekend, 

and may prefer to continue remotely watching Mass 
on-line or on TV.  Still others, sadly, have come to the 
conclusion they don’t really “need” to worship God 
with their brothers and sisters each weekend; religion 
no longer plays the same role it used to in their lives. 
 Most of us are probably experiencing some kind 
of sorting out or readjustment process, perhaps 
involving new priorities and changes to our lifestyles.  
Quite possibly this process involves some degree of 
uncertainty, doubt, or confusion; when things change 
in a major way, it can take a while to figure out “which 
way is up.” 
 This same process is happening, to one degree or 
another, in your parish.  None of our priests, deacons, 
parish ministers, business managers, school 
principals and teachers, maintenance staff, and other 
parish employees have ever experienced anything 
like this current situation.  (This is also true for 
Archbishop Vigneron, his assistant bishops, and all 
other archdiocesan officials and personnel.)  The 
challenges we’re facing are unprecedented and 
potentially difficult—but also filled with opportunity. 
 All of this is a way of reminding you to be patient 
with your pastor and parish staff.  None of them were 
trained for these current  circumstances; all of them 
have been working, planning, and praying very hard—
but it’s going to take a little while to figure everything 
out, and to have parish life once again run smoothly. 
 Be supportive of your parish—not only financially 
(for almost every parish has seen its income 
significantly reduced), but especially by trying to 
understand and accept any changes that may be 
necessary.  Social distancing still has to be practiced 
in church; masks will need to be worn during Mass for 
the time being, there will be less singing than we’re 
used to, and Holy Communion will be given only 
under one form.  Weekend Mass schedules may need 
to be adjusted, parish offices are not yet officially 
reopened, and some enjoyable parish and school 
events may not return any time soon. 
 All of us are called to be flexible, grateful, and 
trusting.  Regardless of what happens, and no matter 
what sacrifices are asked of us, the Lord is in charge
—and if we surrender ourselves into His hands, we 
will come closer to Him and grow in our faith. 
Throughout our Archdiocese, and here in our Blue 
Water Vicariate, we are called to journey together in 
faith, joyfully embracing this opportunity to bear 
witness that Jesus is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” 
(John 14:6). 
 May God fill you and your loved ones with His 
peace, protect you from all harm, and bless you from 
the abundance of His mercy and love. 

Fr. Joe Esper

Blue Water Vicariate                     BlueWaterCatholic.org              June 2020
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Hello Neighbors, 

 I am writing to let you know that 
while we are all staying home, if we 

a r e n o t e s s e n t i a l w o r k e r s ,   
Vincentians in your church conferences 

are still working behind the scenes helping when 
possible.  You can still reach us by calling your parish 
office and leave us a message regarding your 
problem and a phone number to reach you.  We do 
call using a blocked number so you have to answer 
your phone.  Right now utility companies are not 
doing shutoffs and landlords are not evicting, but if 
you have any income such as stimulus money, it 
should be used to pay bills.   

 St. Vincent de Paul Stores have been closed and 
clothes drop off bins are not in use just as many of 
you have been home cleaning closets and 
cupboards.  I hope you have been bagging and 
boxing this stuff in anticipation of the stores 
reopening.  A plan is in the works for when the stores 
reopen for you to be able to drop off your donations 
again. 
 Now that our churches are having Masses again,  
please don’t forget about donating to St. Vincent de 
Paul.  Your help is needed so that we can help our 
neighbors in need.  As always thank you for your 
generosity.  Stay home, stay safe, wear your mask, 
and social distance. 

Sincerely, 
Marcia Leaver, President 

Port Huron District St. Vincent de Paul

The Month of June 
June 1 	 Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 

	 	 	 	 	 The Church

June 7 	 The Most Holy Trinity

June 14	Most Holy Body & Blood of 

	 	 	 	 	 Christ

June19	 Sacred Heart of Jesus

June 20	 Immaculate Heart of Mary

June 21	Father’s Day 

Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney Alumni Breakfast 
 The Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney Alumni 
Association is postponing both the mailing of the 
annual newsletter and the date of the Alumni 
Breakfast. Newsletters will be mailed after people are 
allowed to gather.  
 The June Alumni Breakfast is re-scheduled for 
Sunday, September 13, 2020 following the 9:30am 
Mass at Holy Cross Church. The breakfast will be held 
in the gym as it was last year. 

Marilynn Pavlov 
President, HC-CMC Alumni Association

A Message From Your St. Vincent dePaul President

Immaculate Conception introduces 

The Very Mini I C Festival 

 Sunday, July 19, 2020  
1:00 - 7:00pm  

	 All events will take place on the parish 
grounds and in the parish hall. 

Music by Main Stream Drive


Hot Dogs, Polish and Smoked Sausage, Pizza,

Beer, Pop, Chips, etc


White Elephant 1-6pm in Parish Hall

Silent Auction 1-6pm in Parish Hall


Meat Bingo 2pm in Parish Hall

Chainsaw Artist, Scott, in Grassy Area


Grand Raffle 6pm in Parish Hall 
Craft Show, Car Show and More


Please plan to join us on Sunday, July 19th 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

9764 Dixie Hwy 
Ira Twp, 48023 
iccatholic.org

You Are Never Alone 
	 My children want my help sometimes, and other times, 
not so much. I remember being a teenager and young adult 
myself. At times I thought I knew everything, I didn’t need 
help because I was just so darn smart. Truth is, I needed to 
find my own way. I needed to stretch my wings and prove 
to myself and to my family I could fly.

	 Human beings need help. We need community and we 
need to rely on one another. At Pentecost, we reflect on 
Jesus sending to the Church a helper, the Holy Spirit. God 
interacting with us in this manner means we are never 
truly alone. We focus most of the time on the Spirit of God 
as the assistance we need, and we do need Him for sure. 
However, since it is that very same Spirit that turned us into 
“Church” from a band of people looking to carry on after 
Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we gained more than 
Devine help: we gained each other. 

	 Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We 
need to lean on the Holy Spirit. But we cannot forget that 
we have been given each other to lean on as well. We are a 
gift to each other, and together with the Spirit’s help, we are 
the Body of Christ here on earth. We must be strong and 
stand for one another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear 
fruit that will be with us for many Pentecosts to come.


Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, Lpi
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Holy Family Parish (Memphis)
Phone: 810-392-2056

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 10:30 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm

St. Augustine Parish (Richmond) * 
Phone: 586-727-5215

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9 am 
Confession: Wednesday 8:45 am Saturday 7 pm 

Holy Trinity Parish 
St. Joseph Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Mass: Sunday 11 am
St. Stephen Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 9 am 
Confession: Wednesday 6:30 - 7:30 pm                                               
Saturday 9 am to 10 am

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Township) * 
Phone: 586-725-3051

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am & 12 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm 
Thursday after 8:30 am Mass

Our Lady on the River Parish
Holy Cross Church (Marine City) * 
Phone: 810-765-3568

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 8 am & 9:30 am 
Confession: Friday after 9 am Mass

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church (Algonac)
Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 3 pm

St. Mark Chapel (Harsens Island)
Mass: Sunday 10am

St. Christopher Parish (Marysville)
Phone: 810-364-4100

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 8 am & 11 am 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm

St. Edward on the Lake (Lakeport) * 
Phone: 810-385-4340

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, & 7 pm, Sunday 10 am & 12 pm 
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 8 am 
Confession: Sunday — Wednesday 7:30 am, Thursday 6 pm, 
Saturday 7:30am 8:30 am & 4 pm, First Friday 6:30 pm

St. Mary Parish (Port Huron) *
Phone: 810-982-7906

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 9 am, & 11 am 
Confession: Saturday 4 pm, Thursday 8:45 am-9:30 am,                     
2nd Saturday 12-12:30 pm, 1st Friday 8-9 pm or by appt.

St. Mary Parish (St. Clair)  
Phone: 810-329-2255

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
Confession: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 7:45 am to 8 am,     
Saturday 3:45 pm to 4:15 pm

St. Mary Queen of Creation (New Baltimore)
Phone: 586-725-2441

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, & 6:30 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 1:00 pm 
Confession: Wednesday during 6 pm Holy Hour
Saturday 11:30 am and 3 pm 

* Indicates Catholic School on campus
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School (Marine City) 
Phone: 810-765-8825

Submitting Info to The Drift 

	 To submit information or events within the Blue Water 
Vicariate to be included in this monthly publication, be 
sure to include all pertinent information (i.e. organization, 
event name, location, contact, time and cost) and email to 
editor@iccatholic.org.


Please note:  We are unable to accept any handwritten 
or phone submissions.  Only email, word, pdf, jpg, txt 
files can be accepted (nothing in publisher, please).

The Drift 
is a monthly publication of the 


Blue Water Vicariate 

The Rev. Joseph Esper 
Vicar and Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish


Next Article Deadline:  June 15, 2020 

Next Issue:  June 26, 2020 

Submit info to The Drift via e-mail at  
editor@iccatholic.org 

(only email submissions please) 

Blue Water Vicariate Directory  
Including Weekend Mass and Confession Times (Please call for daily Mass schedule or to confirm)
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Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1950

Patricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore
725-0177 Bring this ad for 5% off!  

Bring your Military ID for 10% Off!

ANCHOR 
GLASS & SCREEN II

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Pet Doors
Shower Doors & Enclosures 

586-725-7107
 8900 DIXIE HIGHWAY • FAIR HAVEN

Julie Cichoracki, D.D.S.
35000 Division Rd., Ste. 4 • Richmond

www.drjuliec.com | (586) 727-1100

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Sales & Service  Since 1946
We Service All Makes & Models

Diesel Repair • Bodyshop • Parts • Sales
Downtown Richmond

586-727-3885
www.shepherdlm.com

www.LenoxCremation.com
10918 Gratiot Ave., Casco

www.LenoxVault.com
65601 Gratiot Ave., Lenox Twp.

Ask your funeral director about using Lenox Cremation or Burial Vault.

Would you trust 
your hearing healthcare 

to anyone other 
than a doctor?

Dr. Lisa (Frammolino) Bont

3158 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI

810.388.9400

Immaculate
Conception
Parishioner

advancedaudiologyservices.com

Flowers by Theresa llc

 Specializing in
 Weddings, Funerals, 
 Graduation Parties,  
 Showers and
 Special Events
 tmfecteau@gmail.com
 586.212.5149

FREE HELPduring 
unplanned pregnancy

Formerly Blue Water
Pregnancy Care Center   BlueWaterBabies.org • 985-HOPE

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


