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From the Vicar
By now you’ve probably heard of the coming 

restructuring of the Archdiocese of Detroit from the 
current 218 parishes into approximately 60 “families of 
parishes,” with each family consisting of three to six 
current parish communities.
  Instead of having a specific pastor assigned to each 
parish or cluster of parishes (the current model), this 
new arrangement will have several priests (and perhaps 
one or two deacons) share the responsibility of 
ministering at and to all the parishes within the family.  
One of the pastors, possessing a leadership charism or 
gift, will serve as the family’s pastor, freeing the other 
priests from administrative duties and allowing them to 
focus on pastoral ministry—while using their particular 
gifts and abilities.

Several other dioceses (such as London, Ontario) 
have made this transition, and it represents a serious 
and realistic attempt to address the challenges we are, 
or soon will be, facing here in southeast Michigan.

According to Bishop Robert Fisher (the regional 
bishop assigned to our Northeast Region of the 
Archdiocese), Archbishop Vigneron has been 
considering such an idea as a possible way to avoid 
having our priests overwhelmed or “crushed” by growing 
pastoral responsibilities, and the events of the past 
months has made this restructuring more timely and 
urgent.  With an aging presbyterate (many of whom are 
in an “at risk” category) and a growing shortage of 
priests, we are already in a situation in which numerous 
parishes have been closed, clustered, or merged—but 
this is only a stopgap measure, and it’s very hard on 
those priests responsible for two or more separate 
parishes (or a merged parish with more than one 
worship site).

Under the new arrangement, each family of parishes 
would have only one parish council (reducing the 
number of meetings a priest would have to attend), and 
would presumably consolidate other organizations and 
activities, as well.  Furthermore, the priests of a family 
would have the option of living together in a central 
location, which some might find very helpful in terms of a 
sense of community and mutual fraternal support.

From now until next Advent (the end of November), 
the priests of each vicariate will be meeting to discuss 
and propose specific groupings of parishes to form the 
new families; these proposals will then be presented to 
the Archbishop for his approval.  Half of the proposed 
families will begin meeting and preparing for this 
transition next January, with implementation to occur by 
July 2021; the remaining parishes will undergo this 
process in 2022.

   At this point there are many unanswered questions, 
but it’s possible to engage in some informed speculation.  
For instance:

Will a family of parishes consist only of parishes 
within the same vicariate?  Probably, but not 
necessarily.  How many families will we have in the 
Blue Water Vicariate?  Most likely, our ten parishes will 
be divided into two or three families—but the exact 
groupings are not yet determined.  Will each parish 
maintain a separate Finance Council?  As this seems 
to be called for by Canon Law, the answer is most likely 
yes.  It’s also probable that each parish’s finances will 
remain separate and distinct.  What of our parish’s 
current employees and staff?  It’s likely each parish 
within the family will still need its own secretary, 
bookkeeper, maintenance director, faith formation 
director, and so on—but it’s possible some of these 
positions may be combined (in which one person will 
exercise the same ministry or function at some or all the 
parishes within the family).  Will any of our current 
parishes be closed?  According to the Archdiocese, 
this will only happen if the family itself decides this is 
called for.  How will our Catholic schools be affected?  
A separate AOD Schools Council is addressing these 
issues.  Will some parish functions (e.g., faith 
formation, Christian Service, youth ministry) be 
combined?  Not necessarily, but it is a possibility.  Will 
our current pastor continue to reside at our parish 
rectory?  That will probably be his decision; some 
priests might prefer to live as part of a community of 
priests, while others may wish to continue living alone.  
Will our current pastor continue to preside at our 
parish’s weekend Masses?  There may be a rotation in 
which the priests assigned to the family take turns 
presiding at different churches each weekend (and if so, 
this would be the most noticeable change for most 
parishioners)—but, like many other questions, it’s too 
early to say for certain.

The coming restructuring will require patience, 
flexibility, and sacrifice on the part of every one of us.  
Here in the Blue Water Vicariate, however, we do have a 
major advantage:  unlike most of the other 15 vicariates 
in the Archdiocese, our parishes have a long history of 
working closely together—so our transition will be easier 
than for many other parishes.

You’ll be hearing more about this subject in the 
coming months; in the meantime, best wishes for a 
happy and enjoyable summer.  May God bless you,

Fr. Joe Esper
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Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney Alumni Breakfast 
 The Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney Alumni 
Association is postponing both the mailing of the 
annual newsletter and the date of the Alumni 
Breakfast. Newsletters will be mailed after people are 
allowed to gather.  
 The June Alumni Breakfast is re-scheduled for 
Sunday, September 13, 2020 following the 9:30am 
Mass at Holy Cross Church. The breakfast will be held 
in the gym as it was last year. 

Marilynn Pavlov 
President, HC-CMC Alumni Association

A Call to Holiness 
 As a Christian spirituality, Carmelite spirituality is a 
beautiful way of following Jesus Christ and walking the 
path of the Gospel. If you feel called to a peaceful life 
of prayer and a deeper relationship with God, please 
consider joining our St. John of the Cross Community 
of Secular Carmelite men and women.  
 We meet at St. Edward on the Lake Parish in 
Lakeport on the second Saturday of each month for 
Mass, prayer, study, and fellowship.  
 For more information please contact Margaret 
(810-679-3906) or Ellen (810-455-3664).

Abortion and Putting Our 
Faith into Action 

 In a culture and world that is hungry 
for the Truth, we are often challenged 
to put our faith into action. For 
example, many of our politicians 
profess their Catholic faith, but try to 
divorce the faith which they proclaim 
from their policies, particularly as this 
relates to LIFE issues.  
 However, as Christ's followers and 
as Catholics, we are called to integrate 
our faith into all aspects of our lives. In 
fact, we are called to make our faith 
evident in al l our act ions and 
decisions. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus tells us not to hide our 
light under a bushel basket, but let our 
light shine before others (Mt 5:15-16).  
 Defense of the unborn---the most 
vulnerable and defenseless human 
beings in our society, is undoubtedly 
the mos t impor tan t aspec t o f 
integrating our faith and actions. After 
all, LIFE is the most important gift that 
God gives us! 

I AM: 
❑ PLAYING GOLF  ❑ DINNER ONLY ($20)
❑ DONATION ONLY ❑ HOLE SPONSOR ONLY ($25)
❑ BEVERAGE  CART SPONSOR ONLY ($250)

NAME(S): ___________________________________________________

EMAIL:______________________________________________________

TEAM NAME/HOLE SPONSOR/BEVERAGE CAR SPONSOR:

______________________________________________________________

PLAYER 1: __________________________________________________

PLAYER 2: __________________________________________________

PLAYER 3: __________________________________________________

PLAYER 4:  _________________________________________________

DONATION ONLY  $ ________________________________________

TOTAL PEOPLE FOR DINNER ONLY: ______________________

Saturday Aug. 1, 2020

SCHEDULE:
Registration:  8 am
Continental 
breakfast:  8-9 am
Shotgun start: 9 am

FEES: 
$20 for steak dinner only non golfer
$75 golfer 
Golf included 18 holes with cart, hot dog at 
the turn, steak dinner following golf

New Hole Sponsor: Because of the stay at home 
past sponsors will be free this year, new sponsor 
any donation over $25 will be accepted.

Make checks payable to: Anchor Bay Council 5981. Checks only please.  Mail Registration form and payment to: 
Michael Cousins/ 30001 Camden Circle/ Chesterfield, MI 48051

Contact: m.cousins@mikofc.org
Cancellation decision based on government restrictions will be made by July 1.

Email on registration is absolutely necessary so we can contact everyone.

7TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
Honoring Former 4th Degree and 

Past Grand Knight 
MICHAEL J. DESMARAIS
Saturday
AUGUST 1

RATTLE RUN GOLF COURSE
7163 St. Clair Hwy. 

East China, MI 48054 
810-329-2071

Registration Deadline July 15.

Immaculate Conception introduces  
The Very Mini I C Festival 

 Sunday, July 19, 2020  
1:00 - 7:00pm  

	 All events will take place on the parish 
grounds and in the parish hall. 

Music by Main Stream Drive


Hot Dogs, Polish and Smoked Sausage, Pizza,

Beer, Pop, Chips, etc


White Elephant 1-6pm in Parish Hall

Silent Auction 1-6pm in Parish Hall


Meat Bingo 2pm in Parish Hall

Grand Raffle 6pm in Parish Hall 
Craft Show, Car Show and More


Please plan to join us on Sunday, July 19th 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

9764 Dixie Hwy 
Ira Twp, 48023 
iccatholic.org
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Holy Family Parish (Memphis)
Phone: 810-392-2056

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 10:30 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm

St. Augustine Parish (Richmond) * 
Phone: 586-727-5215

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9 am 
Confession: Wednesday 8:45 am Saturday 7 pm 

Holy Trinity Parish 
St. Joseph Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Mass: Sunday 7 am
St. Stephen Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am 
Confession: Wednesday 6:30 - 7:30 pm                                               
Saturday 9 am to 10 am

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Township) * 
Phone: 586-725-3051

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am & 12 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm 
Thursday after 8:30 am Mass

Our Lady on the River Parish
Holy Cross Church (Marine City) * 
Phone: 810-765-3568

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 9:30 am 
Confession: Friday after 9 am Mass

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church (Algonac)
Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 3 pm

St. Mark Chapel (Harsens Island)
Mass: Sunday 10am

St. Christopher Parish (Marysville)
Phone: 810-364-4100

Masses: Sunday 8 am, 11 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Sunday 4 pm - 5 pm

St. Edward on the Lake (Lakeport) * 
Phone: 810-385-4340

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, & 7 pm, Sunday 10 am & 12 pm 
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 8 am 
Confession: Sunday — Wednesday 7:30 am, Thursday 6 pm, 
Saturday 7:30am 8:30 am & 4 pm, First Friday 6:30 pm

St. Mary Parish (Port Huron) *
Phone: 810-982-7906

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 9 am, & 11 am 
Confession: Saturday 4 pm, Thursday 8:45 am-9:30 am,                     
2nd Saturday 12-12:30 pm, 1st Friday 8-9 pm or by appt.

St. Mary Parish (St. Clair)  
Phone: 810-329-2255

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
Confession: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 7:45 am to 8 am,     
Saturday 3:45 pm to 4:15 pm

St. Mary Queen of Creation (New Baltimore)
Phone: 586-725-2441

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, & 6:30 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 1:00 pm 
Confession: Wednesday during 6 pm Holy Hour
Saturday 11:30 am and 3 pm 

* Indicates Catholic School on campus
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School (Marine City) 
Phone: 810-765-8825

Submitting Info to The Drift 

	 To submit information or events within the Blue Water 
Vicariate to be included in this monthly publication, be 
sure to include all pertinent information (i.e. organization, 
event name, location, contact, time and cost) and email to 
editor@iccatholic.org.


Please note:  We are unable to accept any handwritten 
or phone submissions.  Only email, word, pdf, jpg, txt 
files can be accepted (nothing in publisher, please).

The Drift 
is a monthly publication of the 


Blue Water Vicariate 

The Rev. Joseph Esper 
Vicar and Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish


Next Article Deadline:  July 13, 2020 

Next Issue:  July 24, 2020 

Submit info to The Drift via e-mail at  
editor@iccatholic.org 

(only email submissions please) 

Blue Water Vicariate Directory  
Including Weekend Mass and Confession Times (Please call for daily Mass schedule or to confirm)
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Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1950

Patricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore
725-0177 Bring this ad for 5% off!  

Bring your Military ID for 10% Off!

ANCHOR 
GLASS & SCREEN II

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Pet Doors
Shower Doors & Enclosures 

586-725-7107
 8900 DIXIE HIGHWAY • FAIR HAVEN

Julie Cichoracki, D.D.S.
35000 Division Rd., Ste. 4 • Richmond

www.drjuliec.com | (586) 727-1100

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Sales & Service  Since 1946
We Service All Makes & Models

Diesel Repair • Bodyshop • Parts • Sales
Downtown Richmond

586-727-3885
www.shepherdlm.com

www.LenoxCremation.com
10918 Gratiot Ave., Casco

www.LenoxVault.com
65601 Gratiot Ave., Lenox Twp.

Ask your funeral director about using Lenox Cremation or Burial Vault.

Would you trust 
your hearing healthcare 

to anyone other 
than a doctor?

Dr. Lisa (Frammolino) Bont

3158 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI

810.388.9400

Immaculate
Conception
Parishioner

advancedaudiologyservices.com

Flowers by Theresa llc

 Specializing in
 Weddings, Funerals, 
 Graduation Parties,  
 Showers and
 Special Events
 tmfecteau@gmail.com
 586.212.5149

FREE HELPduring 
unplanned pregnancy

Formerly Blue Water
Pregnancy Care Center   BlueWaterBabies.org • 985-HOPE

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 


