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From the Vicar 
 The election primary voting is upon us, and soon the 
full election season itself will be here.  Also, the school 
year will be starting (whether in the classroom or 
remotely) in just a few weeks.  As the rhythms of 
summer are replaced by the activities of autumn, much 
uncertainty remains—on a national, state, and local 
level, and even in terms of the Archdiocese of Detroit.  
Some important things are not yet known or decided 
upon, but I wish to share with you some of the 
information that is available or noteworthy at this time. 

Coping with Covid-19 
 Our parishes in the Blue Water Vicariate and 
throughout the Archdiocese continue to take basic 
precautions for your safety (e.g., maintaining social 
distancing, asking everyone to wear a mask at Mass, 
regularly cleaning and disinfecting our churches, etc.).  
Archbishop Vigneron’s dispensation from the need to 
attend weekend Mass runs through Sunday September 
6 (Labor Day weekend); it’s hoped and expected that 
conditions will allow everyone to return to Mass in 
person by that time. Of course, the expectation is that 
those unwilling or unable to attend public Mass are 
instead watching it on-line or on TV each weekend—for 
even in the midst of difficult circumstances, the Third 
Commandment still obliges us to worship the Lord on a 
regular basis however we can. 

Catholic Schools 
 Our Catholic schools throughout the Archdiocese 
have received much favorable recognition and praise for 
how well they handled the requirements and challenges 
of remote learning back in the spring; our teachers and 
principals did a superb job, and they deserve our 
admiration and thanks. 
 Our schools are preparing to reopen in a few weeks
—and when they do so, they will take every reasonable 
precaution to keep all our students, teachers, and staff 
members safe, following directives and guidelines from 
the state and from the Archdiocese. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020! 
 Cardinal Mooney Catholic (our vicariate high school) 
held its graduation ceremony on June 28; even though it 
was five weeks late, the 43 seniors and their families 
were happy to become “official” graduates.  We 
congratulate them, and all the recent high school 
graduates throughout our vicariate. 

Feast of the Assumption 
 Because August 15—the Feast of Our Lady’s 
Assumption into Heaven—falls on a Saturday this year, 
it is not a holyday of obligation here in the United States.  
Even so, this annual Marian feast deserves our attention
—for it serves as a reminder of the promise made to all 
who follow Jesus.  If we place our trust in Him—as Mary 
did in the most perfect and complete way possible—we 
too will one day experience the “resurrection of the 
body” and enjoy the fullness of life in the Kingdom of 
God. 

Families of Parishes Update 
 In last month’s issue of The Drift, I wrote at some 
length on the upcoming restructuring of the Archdiocese 
of Detroit, in which the 218 current parishes will be 
grouped together in approximately 60 “families of 
parishes,” with each one containing from three to six 
current parishes.  Archbishop Vigneron intends this as a 
response to the growing shortage of priests, the fact that 
some priests are in what’s considered a “high risk” 
category, and the increasing challenges (financial and 
otherwise) many parishes are facing as a result of 
COVID-19. 
 Planning for this new arrangement is well underway, 
but no final decisions on the makeup of the “families” 
have yet been made.  The priests of the Blue Water 
Vicariate have been having regular video or phone 
meetings with Bishop Robert Fisher (regional bishop of 
our Northeast Region) and several archdiocesan 
representatives, discussing which possible groupings of 
parishes within our vicariate would make the most 
sense..  The deadline for a final recommendation in this 
regard is October 1, giving Archbishop Vigneron enough 
time to review and approve all the recommended parish 
groupings by this Advent. 
 I, and/or your pastor or parish staff, will continue to 
keep you updated on this process as more information 
becomes available; in the meantime, please continue to 
pray that the Holy Spirit will guide all those involved in 
this planning. 

Make Time to Play and Pray 
 Even as you try to get the most out of the remaining 
weeks of summer, be sure to make time for God; after 
all, we shortchange ourselves if we forget the One Who 
loves us and sustains us.  May God bless you! 

                                                 Fr. Joe Esper 
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Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney Alumni Breakfast 
CANCELLED 

 Unfortunately, the Holy Cross-Cardinal Mooney 
Alumni Association has cancelled the annual Alumni 
Breakfast scheduled for September 13, 2020. Expect 
your annual Newsletter sometime in August.

Garage Sale to Benefit Veteran’s Charities 
August 14th & 15th 

	 The Knights of Columbus, Richmond Assembly #480, 
is sponsoring a major garage sale on Friday and  
Saturday August 14th and 15th. The sale will be located 
at the Columbia Hall, 3501 Rattle Run Rd. St. Clair 
Township.   
 The hours for the sale are from 9 am to 6 pm.  
Donations for the sale will be collected at the Hall from 9 
am till 6 pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday August 
11, 12 and 13.  If you have any large items, call Paul 
Burger FN at 734-837-5807 to arrange for a pick-up. 
 Proceeds from the fund will be used to support 
local and national veteran’s charities. The help of any 
volunteers on any day from August 11th thru the 15th 
would be greatly appreciated.

Blood Drive 
Help save a life! 

St. Mary Queen of Creation Parish Center 
50931 Maria Street in New Baltimore 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

To schedule an appointment, 
visit RedCrossBlood.org (sponsor code:stmarquec) 

or call 586-725-2441. 
 

Save time by using RapidPass to complete your pre-donation 
reading and health history online before you come to your ap-

pointment.  Get started at RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass  
or by using the Blood Donor App. 

Part Time Maintenance Opening 
 Holy Trinity Parish has an opening for a part time 
maintenance person for up to 19 hours per week. This 
person will assist full time maintenance with janitorial, 
repairs and landscaping at both parish sites. Must be able to 
lift 50 pounds, work from ladders and scaffolding and have a 
valid driver’s license. The position pays $12.00/hour 
 Must be able to pass a background check and complete 
“Protecting God’s Children” training within 60 days of hire. 
For more information or to apply for the position contact Holy 
Trinity Business Manager, David Miles, via email: 
David.miles@holytrinityph.org or Phone: 810-300-3659

 

Thursday, October 15, 2020 
Doors Open 5:30 P.M. -  Dinner 6:30 P.M. 

Alexander’s Banquet Hall,1200 Gratiot Blvd., Marysville, MI 48040 

Raffles · Auctions · Cash Bar 

 Working For Life in the Blue Water Area Since 1982 

For Ticket & Table Reservation:  
Mail Payment & Form Below -  OR -  Register online at sccrtl.org (credit card required) 

For more information contact:  Mary Jo at 810-434-0247 or mj_ballor@yahoo.com 

“Defending the Pro-Life Position 
Even in Hard Cases” 

Mr. Trevor Pollo, is the Director of Training for Protect Life 
Michigan (formerly known as Students for Life of Michigan) and 
has made over 100 college campus visits, bringing the pro-life 
message to both friendly and hostile crowds.  He leads a 
statewide “Stump the Pro-Lifer” tour where he intentionally en-
gages pro-choice advocates in constructive dialogue and de-
fends the pro-life worldview in a passionate, reasoned, and sci-
entific manner. 

Mr. Pollo has trained thousands of students and pro-life leaders in apologetics and leadership.  His    
focus is on offering a passionate, logical and irrefutable defense against the injustice of abortion. 

I’M 
PRO-LIFE 

Mail Form Below & Payment by September 30, 2020 to: 
Right to Life of St. Clair County, P.O. Box 250, Marysville, MI  48040 
Registration also available online at sccrtl.org (credit card required) 

____ $40.00 Individual   ____ $280.00 Table of 8 
Amount Enclosed ______________________ 
(Walk-Ins are an extra $5.00/ person, if seating permits.) 
        I cannot attend on Oct. 15.  Please find  

enclosed my gift of $ __________. 

        I would like to donate a raffle item. 

Note:  No tickets are mailed; your registration 
will be listed at the door. 

Also, tickets are not tax deductible. 

Information:  (List additional names & information on the backside)  

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________ 

Organization: ______________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________State:  ______Zip ____________ 

Phone:  __________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________ 

FEATURING — Mr. Trevor Pollo 
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FEATURING — Mr. Trevor Pollo 
“Defending the Pro-Life Position  

Even in Hard Cases” 
 Mr. Pollo is the Director of Training for Protect Life Michigan 
(formerly known as Students for Life of Michigan) and has made over 
100 college campus visits, bring the pro-life message to both friendly 
and hostile crowds. He leads a statewide “Stump the Pro-Lifer” tour 
where he intentionally engages pro-choice advocates in constructive 
dialogue and defends the pro-life worldview in a passionate, reasoned 
and scientific manner.  
 He has trained thousands of students and pro-life leaders in 
apologetics and leadership. His focus is on offering a passionate, logical 
and irrefutable defense against the injustice of abortion. 

St. Mary’s St. Clair Golf Outing
Saturday, Sept 12

8:45 am Shotgun Start  4 person Scramble
Call 810-329-4150 or email info@stmarystclair.org 
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Holy Family Parish (Memphis)
Phone: 810-392-2056

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 10:30 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm

St. Augustine Parish (Richmond) * 
Phone: 586-727-5215

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9 am 
Confession: Wednesday 8:45 am Saturday 7 pm 

Holy Trinity Parish 
St. Joseph Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Mass: Sunday 7 am
St. Stephen Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am 
Confession: Wednesday 6:30 - 7:30 pm                                               
Saturday 9 am to 10 am

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Township) * 
Phone: 586-725-3051

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am & 12 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm 
Thursday after 8:30 am Mass

Our Lady on the River Parish
Holy Cross Church (Marine City) * 
Phone: 810-765-3568

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 9:30 am 
Confession: Friday after 9 am Mass

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church (Algonac)
Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 3 pm

St. Mark Chapel (Harsens Island)
Mass: Sunday 10am

St. Christopher Parish (Marysville)
Phone: 810-364-4100

Masses: Sunday 8 am, 11 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Sunday 4 pm - 5 pm

St. Edward on the Lake (Lakeport) * 
Phone: 810-385-4340

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 am & 12 pm 
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 8 am 
Confession: Sunday — Wednesday 7:30 am, Thursday 6 pm, 
Saturday 7:30am 8:30 am & 4 pm, First Friday 6:30 pm

St. Mary Parish (Port Huron) *
Phone: 810-982-7906

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 9 am, & 11 am 
Confession: Saturday 4 pm, Thursday 8:45 am-9:30 am,                     
2nd Saturday 12-12:30 pm, 1st Friday 8-9 pm or by appt.

St. Mary Parish (St. Clair)  
Phone: 810-329-2255

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 10 -10:30 am

St. Mary Queen of Creation (New Baltimore)
Phone: 586-725-2441

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, & 6:30 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 1:00 pm 
Confession: Wednesday during 6 pm Holy Hour
Saturday 11:30 am and 3 pm 

* Indicates Catholic School on campus
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School (Marine City) 
Phone: 810-765-8825

Submitting Info to The Drift 

	 To submit information or events within the Blue Water 
Vicariate to be included in this monthly publication, be 
sure to include all pertinent information (i.e. organization, 
event name, location, contact, time and cost) and email to 
editor@iccatholic.org.


Please note:  We are unable to accept any handwritten 
or phone submissions.  Only email, word, pdf, jpg, txt 
files can be accepted (nothing in publisher, please).

The Drift 
is a monthly publication of the 


Blue Water Vicariate 

The Rev. Joseph Esper 
Vicar and Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish


Next Article Deadline:  August 14, 2020 

Next Issue:  August 30, 2020 

Submit info to The Drift via e-mail at  
editor@iccatholic.org 

(only email submissions please) 

Blue Water Vicariate Directory  
Including Weekend Mass and Confession Times (Please call for daily Mass schedule or to confirm)



 1-J-3-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                15-0282

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1950

Patricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore
725-0177 Bring this ad for 5% off!  

Bring your Military ID for 10% Off!

ANCHOR 
GLASS & SCREEN II

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Pet Doors
Shower Doors & Enclosures 

586-725-7107
 8900 DIXIE HIGHWAY • FAIR HAVEN

Julie Cichoracki, D.D.S.
35000 Division Rd., Ste. 4 • Richmond

www.drjuliec.com | (586) 727-1100

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Sales & Service  Since 1946
We Service All Makes & Models

Diesel Repair • Bodyshop • Parts • Sales
Downtown Richmond

586-727-3885
www.shepherdlm.com

www.LenoxCremation.com
10918 Gratiot Ave., Casco

www.LenoxVault.com
65601 Gratiot Ave., Lenox Twp.

Ask your funeral director about using Lenox Cremation or Burial Vault.

Would you trust 
your hearing healthcare 

to anyone other 
than a doctor?

Dr. Lisa (Frammolino) Bont

3158 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI

810.388.9400

Immaculate
Conception
Parishioner

advancedaudiologyservices.com

Flowers by Theresa llc

 Specializing in
 Weddings, Funerals, 
 Graduation Parties,  
 Showers and
 Special Events
 tmfecteau@gmail.com
 586.212.5149

FREE HELPduring 
unplanned pregnancy

Formerly Blue Water
Pregnancy Care Center   BlueWaterBabies.org • 985-HOPE

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 


