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From the Vicar 
 With the arrival of October, fall is upon us—a busy 
time of work, school, and various family activities and 
events.  This is also a very busy time in our parishes and 
in the Archdiocese, as indicated by the following items. 
Family of Parishes 
 As previously reported, the Archdiocese of Detroit 
(following the lead of several other dioceses across 
North America) will be undergoing a major restructuring 
over the next two years.  Our current 218 parishes will 
be organized into approximately 60 “families,” each 
containing 3 - 6 parishes, in which ultimately only one 
priest will serve as pastor and be responsible for 
leadership, personnel, and administrative matters; this 
will allow the other priests of the “family” to focus entirely 
on pastoral ministry. 
 Archbishop Vigneron has asked each of the 16 
vicariates in the Archdiocese to recommend which 
groupings of parishes into families would be the most 
logical and efficient.  Here in the Blue Water Vicariate, 
the clergy—with input from lay leaders and assistance 
from Bishop Robert Fisher (auxiliary bishop of the 
Northeast Region) and several archdiocesan resource 
persons—have been discussing which of several 
possible options makes the most sense.   
 Our final recommendation is to divide our current 
parishes into three different “families,” which—for the 
sake of convenience—we are unofficially labeling 
according to geography.  They are: (1) a Northern 
Family, consisting of St. Edward in Lakeport; St. Mary in 
Port Huron; Holy Trinity in Port Huron; and St. 
Christopher in Marysville; (2) a Western Family, 
consisting of St. Augustine in Richmond; Holy Family in 
Memphis; and St. Mary Mystical Rose in Armada (which 
would be leaving the North Macomb Vicariate and 
joining us, due to its similarity to Holy Family and St. 
Augustine); and (3) a Southern Family, consisting of St. 
Mary Queen of Creation in New Baltimore; St. Mary in 
St. Clair; Our Lady on the River (which, though one 
parish, has three different worship sites at Holy Cross in 
Marine City, St. Catherine in Algonac, and St. Mark on 
Harsens Island); and Immaculate Conception in Ira 
Township. 
 Please note:  This is only a proposal; it does not 
become official unless and until formally accepted by the 
Archbishop. 
 The final configuration of the various families will be 
announced at the beginning of Advent (late November).  
Leaders from half of the newly-designated families will 
begin meeting in January to start planning for 
implementation of the restructuring next July; the other 
half will go through this process in 2022. 
 During Phase I, most things will remain as they are, 
though one of the pastors in each family will be 
appointed moderator; he will help the parishes 
coordinate their ministries more closely, but aside from a 
combined parish council for all the parishes, the average 
parishioner will see little difference from current practice 

(especially as our Blue Water parishes and schools 
already work closely together).  Phase I may last for 
several years.  However, when the growing shortage of 
priests becomes more problematic, a transition to Phase 
II will occur, in which Mass schedules, priestly 
assignments, and other aspects of parish life will be 
readjusted.  (Throughout the entire process, however, a 
parish’s financial assets and debts will remain entirely its 
own, and parishioners’ financial contributions will go only 
to their own parish, not the entire family.) 
 At this point, of course, there are still many 
unanswered questions and unclear points; as always, 
more information will be shared  with you as it becomes 
available. 
Respect Life 
 October 4 is the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi; 
this year it’s also Respect Life Sunday.  As Pope Francis 
has frequently insisted, we must be like his namesake in 
respecting all of God’s creation, most especially human 
life.   
 Many of our parishes have Right-to-Life committees, 
activities, or events for this purpose; others have signs, 
fields of crosses, fundraisers, or other demonstrations of 
our solidarity with the unborn.  In an election year such a 
witness is more important than ever, and God will surely 
bless and reward those who care for the most innocent 
and defenseless of His children. 
A Final Thought 
 St. Teresa of Kolkata (Mother Teresa of Calcutta) 
once said, “We must not be surprised when we hear of 
murders, of killings, of wars, of hatred.  If a mother can 
kill her own child, what is left but for us to kill each 
other?” 
 Abortion leads to violence—physical violence, and 
the sometimes even-deadlier spiritual violence.  Jesus 
expects His disciples to stand for life, defending it in all 
its stages; no Christian is exempt from this all-important 
moral imperative—whether at home, out in public, or in 
the voting booth. 

   May God’s blessings and peace be with you and  
your families, 

                                                    Fr. Joe Esper 

Blue Water Vicariate                                                                               October 2020

"Christians have a duty to be politically active, to register and 
vote, to lobby and educate candidates and elected officials, and 
to speak up about the issues that affect the common good.  The 
Church does not set up the voting booths, but when we go into 

the voting booths, we don't cease to be members of the Church!  
If we don't shape public policy according to moral truths, why 

do we believe that moral truth at all?" 
Fr. Frank Pavone, 

 Director, Priests for Life



The Drift - Blue Water Vicariate News 2

CRAFT SHOW, October 3, 2020 
McGivney Banquet Center 

4521 Ravenswood Rd. 
Kimball, MI 48074 

sponsored by Marysville K of C #9526 Ladies Auxiliary 
Craft Show, Bake Sale and Used Book Sale  

9:30am -2:30pm    Free Admission 
Please call to confirm  

Rita 810 364-8547

Life Chain 2020 
 Right to Life is organizing Life Chain events in the 
Blue Water Area. The Marysville Life Chain will be 
held on Sunday, October 4, 2020 on M-29 near the 
corner of Busha Highway and Huron Blvd from 
1:30-3:00pm.  
 Life Chain approved signs will be provided. For 
help in organizing a Life Chain event in your area, 
contact Patty at 810-364-9096.

Public Rosary 
 There will be a public rosary prayed to Our Lady of 
Fatima on Saturday, October 10, 2020 in Marysville. 
The rosary will begin at noon and will be located at the 
corner of Gratiot Blvd and Michigan Ave next to Dairy 
Boy.  
 We encourage you to join us as we pray to our 
Blessed Mother for the conversion of sinners and the 
healing of our nation.

The Eucharist In Scripture  
by Dr.  Scott Hahn  

 Beginning October 7, 2020 St. 
Mary’s School, St. Clair, Activity Center 
(in the former school) 9:30am – 11:00am. 
St. Mary’s Catholic Faith Study Group 
would like to welcome you back with this 
six-week video series that will unlock the 
meaning of covenant, prefigured and 
sacrament as understood in the Bible. 
The Eucharist in Scripture reveals the message of 
God’s love for us. 
 We will follow all guidelines for safe distancing. 
Please bring a mask with you to class. If you are 
unable to attend all classes, we encourage you to stop 
in and join the group whenever possible. I look forward 
to seeing all who can attend.  
 For more info please call Agnes Donahue at 
810-329-6791.

August 24-November 3

48023

Let’s present God with as 
many heartfelt prayers 

through Our Lady and the 
Rosary as possible. 

We also will be using the prayer card for Elections by Fr. John Hardon.

Immaculate Conception, Ira, MIRosary Crusade
Come join us on the Church grounds or pray it spiritually with us from home.

Monday through Friday at 5:30pm 
Saturday and Sunday pray it on your own

Pray for the upcoming Election
Immaculate Conception 

9764 Dixie Hwy, Ira Twp 48023

The Bluewater Vicariate is in need of 
someone to maintain our webpage and 

facebook page. If you are interested, please 
send an email to editor@iccatholic.org. 
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Holy Family Parish (Memphis)
Phone: 810-392-2056

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 10:30 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm

St. Augustine Parish (Richmond) * 
Phone: 586-727-5215

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9 am 
Confession: Wednesday 8:45 am Saturday 5 pm 

Holy Trinity Parish 
St. Joseph Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Mass: Sunday 7 am
St. Stephen Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am 
Confession: Wednesday 6:30 - 7:30 pm                                               
Saturday 9 am to 10 am

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Township) * 
Phone: 586-725-3051

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am & 12 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm 
Thursday after 8:30 am Mass

Our Lady on the River Parish
Holy Cross Church (Marine City) * 
Phone: 810-765-3568

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 9:30 am 
Confession: Friday after 9 am Mass

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church (Algonac)
Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 3 pm

St. Mark Chapel (Harsens Island)
Mass: Sunday 10am

St. Christopher Parish (Marysville)
Phone: 810-364-4100

Masses: Sunday 8 am, 11 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Sunday 4 pm - 5 pm

St. Edward on the Lake (Lakeport) * 
Phone: 810-385-4340

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 am & 12 pm 
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 8 am 
Confession: Sunday 7:30 am & 9:30 am,                        
Tuesday & Wednesday 7:30 am, Thursday 6 pm,             
Saturday 7:30am, 8:30 am & 4 pm, First Friday 6:30 pm

St. Mary Parish (Port Huron) *
Phone: 810-982-7906

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 9 am, & 11 am 
Confession: Saturday 4 pm, Thursday 8:45 am-9:30 am,                     
2nd Saturday 12-12:30 pm, 1st Friday 8-9 pm or by appt.

St. Mary Parish (St. Clair)  
Phone: 810-329-2255

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 10 -10:30 am

St. Mary Queen of Creation (New Baltimore)
Phone: 586-725-2441

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, & 6:30 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 1:00 pm 
Confession: Wednesday during 6 pm Holy Hour
Saturday 11:30 am and 3 pm 

* Indicates Catholic School on campus
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School (Marine City) 
Phone: 810-765-8825

Submitting Info to The Drift 

 To submit information or events within the Blue Water 
Vicariate to be included in this monthly publication, be sure 
to include all pertinent information (i.e. organization, event 
name, location, contact, time and cost) and email to 
editor@iccatholic.org. 

Please note:  We are unable to accept any handwritten or 
phone submissions.  Only email, word, pdf, jpg, txt files 

can be accepted (nothing in publisher, please).

The Drift 
is a monthly publication of the  
Blue Water Vicariate 

The Rev. Joseph Esper 
Vicar and Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish 

Next Article Deadline:  October 22, 2020 

Next Issue:  October 30, 2020 

Submit info to The Drift via e-mail at  
editor@iccatholic.org 

(only email submissions please)

Blue Water Vicariate Directory  
Including Weekend Mass and Confession Times (Please call for daily Mass schedule or to confirm)
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Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1950

Patricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore
725-0177 Bring this ad for 5% off!  

Bring your Military ID for 10% Off!

ANCHOR 
GLASS & SCREEN II

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Pet Doors
Shower Doors & Enclosures 

586-725-7107
 8900 DIXIE HIGHWAY • FAIR HAVEN

Julie Cichoracki, D.D.S.
35000 Division Rd., Ste. 4 • Richmond

www.drjuliec.com | (586) 727-1100

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Sales & Service  Since 1946
We Service All Makes & Models

Diesel Repair • Bodyshop • Parts • Sales
Downtown Richmond

586-727-3885
www.shepherdlm.com

www.LenoxCremation.com
10918 Gratiot Ave., Casco

www.LenoxVault.com
65601 Gratiot Ave., Lenox Twp.

Ask your funeral director about using Lenox Cremation or Burial Vault.

Would you trust 
your hearing healthcare 

to anyone other 
than a doctor?

Dr. Lisa (Frammolino) Bont

3158 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI

810.388.9400

Immaculate
Conception
Parishioner

advancedaudiologyservices.com

Flowers by Theresa llc

 Specializing in
 Weddings, Funerals, 
 Graduation Parties,  
 Showers and
 Special Events
 tmfecteau@gmail.com
 586.212.5149

FREE HELPduring 
unplanned pregnancy

Formerly Blue Water
Pregnancy Care Center   BlueWaterBabies.org • 985-HOPE

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 


