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From the Vicar 
 With the arrival of November, the end of 2020 is in 
sight—a year most people will be quite happy to be done 
with.  Even in a time of difficulties and challenges, 
however, God’s grace is present and available to us, 
giving us the opportunity to come ever closer to Him, “so 
that the genuineness of [our[ faith, more precious than 
gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, may 
prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:7). 

Family of Parishes Update 
 All sixteen vicariates in the Archdiocese have 
submitted their proposed list of “families’ of parishes to 
Archbishop Vigneron for his approval.  He is currently 
reviewing them, and will announce the official results at 
the beginning of Advent (less than a month away). 
 Here in the Blue Water Vicariate, we are—after 
consultation with parish leaders and assistance from 
archdiocesan personnel—proposing three families of 
parishes (referred to for now, for the sake of 
convenience, by geographic areas): 
 The Northern Family would consist of St. Edward in 
Lakeport, St. Mary in Port Huron, Holy Trinity in Port 
Huron, and St. Christopher in Marysville. 
 The Southern Family would be comprised of St. 
Mary in St. Clair, Our Lady on the River in Marine City 
(with its three different worship sites of Holy Cross in 
Marine City, St. Catherine in Algonac, and St. Mark on 
Harsens Island), St. Mary Queen of Creation in New 
Baltimore, and Immaculate Conception in Ira Township. 
 The Western Family would include Holy Family in 
Memphis, St. Augustine in Richmond, and St. Mary 
Mystical Rose in Armada (with the latter parish joining us 
from the North Macomb Vicariate). 
 This is only our proposal; it does not become official 
unless and until Archbishop Vigneron accepts it. 
 Half of the sixty or so families of parishes, as chosen 
by the Archdiocese, will begin actively planning for this 
arrangement early next year, with a view to 
implementing it in July; the other half will undergo this 
process in 2022.  At the outset, a priest from each family 
will serve as a moderator, supervising or coordinating all 
the parishes—but, for the most part, parish life will 
continue largely as before; only when the shortage of 
priests becomes more acute will major changes occur. 
 As always, more information will be shared with you 
as it becomes available. 

Praying for the Dead 
 Because it comes at the end of the liturgical year, 
November is the month when, more than any other, the 
Church remembers and prays for all who have died.  
This is most especially true on the Feast of All Souls 
(November 2), but this emphasis continues throughout 
the entire month.  During November many parishes have 
displays of photographs of their deceased parishioners, 
banners listing the names of those who’ve died over the 

previous year, a “Book of Life” in which people can write 
in the names of deceased loved ones, or other ways of 
remembering the faithful departed. 
 The Church teaches that good persons who’ve not 
yet completed the process of being perfectly cleansed of 
their sins while on earth are allowed to do so in that 
state of existence after death called purgatory; 
moreover, the prayers and sacrifices we offer on their 
behalf can assist them in this process (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, nn. 1030-1032). 
 Furthermore, a plenary indulgence (that is, a 
spiritual benefit resulting in a complete cleansing from 
the effects of sin) can be obtained by visiting a cemetery 
and praying for the dead during the octave of the Feast 
of All Saints (November 1 through November 8).  To 
obtain a plenary (full) indulgence—which can be applied 
to a specific person who may be in purgatory—it is 
necessary to (1) be in a state of grace; (2) go to 
Confession (within one week before or after); (3) receive 
Communion; (4) pray for the Pope’s intention (an Our 
Father and a Hail Mary is sufficient); and (5) make an act 
of the will to love God, while despising all sin (even the 
most venial or lesser sin). 

Voting Pro-Life 
 As Catholics, we have a moral obligation to oppose 
the culture of death and defend God’s gift of life—most 
especially in the voting booth. One of the ways of 
showing our faith is real is by voting only for pro-life 
candidates—all the while knowing that we are 
accountable to God for our faithfulness (or lack of it) in 
this area. 

A Final Thought: 
 According to Dr. Alveda King (niece of Dr. Martin 
Luther King), “For many years I have been an outspoken 
advocate for the unborn child, because in a culture of 
death, the child is like a slave.  The new civil rights 
movement of our time is the pro-life movement.” 
 Let us answer this urgent summons to defend those 
who cannot defend themselves. 

   May God bless you and your family,    
              Fr. Joe Esper  

Blue Water Vicariate                                                                               November 2020
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Father William F. Welch Council, No. 11756

Drive-up and Take-out Fish Fry

Each dinner consists of 
• Three pieces of fish (fried or baked)
• French Fries
• Coleslaw
• Dinner roll
• Condiments (tartar sauce and ketchup)

4 to 6:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 14
St. Mary Catholic Church parking lot

Drive around the perimeter of the parking lot to pick up the 
dinners from your vehcile at the front gymnasium doors.

$10 per dinner, cash or credit/debit accepted
Preorder meals at https://phkoc.square.site

4:00 to 6:30pmSaturday, Nov 14th
St. Mary, Port Huron, parking lot

UNLEASH THE GOSPEL 
Combatting Spiritual Warfare 

 As Christians, we are in a spiritual battle of some 
sort on a daily basis. In military warfare, battles are 
fought on different fronts, for different reasons and 
with varying degrees of intensity. The same is true in 
spiritual warfare. Our spiritual battles and warfare are 
real, even though we cannot physically see the 
attacker. One of the goals of Satan is that we will 
ignore him or think that he does not exist. The truth is, 
he does exist: 
 “Be sober and vigilant. Your opponent the devil is 
prowling around like a roaring lion looking for 
[someone] to devour.” (1 Pt 5:8) 
“For our struggle is not with flesh and blood but with 
the principalities, with the powers, with the world rulers 
of this present darkness, with the evil spirits in the 
heavens.” (Eph 6:12) 
 When you are in a battle, it is important to know 
your enemy. Satan is the author of lies and a subtle 
manipulator. He does not convince a person to fall 
from grace all at once. He cunningly draws a person 
further and further from God, one step at a time. He 
tempts us to doubt God’s goodness and providence 
over our lives, planting seeds of mistrust in our minds 
and hearts. He also likes to frustrate our plans, 
especially when we are moving closer in our 
relationship to God or when we are trying to do 
something good on his behalf. 
 How do you know if you are under spiritual attack? 
There are some common signs: 

• A lack of peace 
• A cloud of confusion 
• An onslaught of various troubles 
• Increased conflict and tension in healthy 

relationships 
• Increased temptation and luring towards sin 
• Feelings of overwhelming despair, darkness, and 

fear 
 Some people struggle with anxiety and fear in this 
life. Others face depression and mood disorders or 
mental illness. But often the attacks of spiritual forces 
raise the intensity to an even greater degree than 
normal day-to-day struggles. 
 The good news is that the battle between good 
and evil is already won. Jesus has defeated Satan and 
has provided us a way to combat the tactics of the 
enemy. Through Christ and his Church, we have a 
whole arsenal of weapons that we can use when we 
feel the onset of spiritual warfare in our lives: 

• Participate in the sacraments, most especially the 
holy Eucharist and the sacrament of penance 

• Pray for the intercession of our Blessed Mother 
• Pray for the intercession of St. Joseph, the “Terror 

of Demons” 
• Pray the rosary  
• Pray the St. Michael the Archangel prayer 

 St. Michael, one of the three archangels, is the 
“Prince of the Heavenly Host,” the leader of all the 
angels. His name is Hebrew for “Who is like God?” 
and was the battle cry of the good angels against 
Lucifer and his followers when they rebelled against 
God. The Popes have constantly called on St. Michael 
as the special protector of the Church whenever great 
evils threatened God’s people. Pope Leo XIII, in 1899, 

having had a prophetic vision of the evil that would be 
inflicted upon the Church and the world in the 20th century, 
instituted a prayer asking for St. Michael’s protection to be 
said at the end of every Mass. In times of unusual danger 
and when the malice of Satan seems to be frustrating your 
designs, do not hesitate to pray this same prayer and call 
upon St. Michael to come to your aid: 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, 
be our protection against the wickedness  

and snares of the devil; 
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 

and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, 
by the power of God, 

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who prowl through the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

                                                                                Amen. 
 Spiritual warfare is a part of the Christian life, but there 
is nothing to fear. We have everything we need to fend off 
the enemy. “So submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.” (Jas 4:7)  

Written by Anita Houghton.  See unleashthegospel.org for 
other great articles, videos, podcasts and more. 
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Holy Family Parish (Memphis)
Phone: 810-392-2056

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 10:30 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm

St. Augustine Parish (Richmond) * 
Phone: 586-727-5215

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9 am 
Confession: Wednesday 8:45 am Saturday 5 pm 

Holy Trinity Parish 
St. Joseph Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Mass: Sunday 7 am
St. Stephen Church (Port Huron)
Phone: 810-984-2689

Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am 
Confession: Wednesday 6:30 - 7:30 pm                                               
Saturday 9 am to 10 am

Immaculate Conception Parish (Ira Township) * 
Phone: 586-725-3051

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am & 12 pm 
Confession: Saturday 3:30 pm 
Thursday after 8:30 am Mass

Our Lady on the River Parish
Holy Cross Church (Marine City) * 
Phone: 810-765-3568

Masses: Saturday 6 pm, Sunday 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Confession: Friday after 9 am Mass

St. Catherine of Alexandria Church (Algonac)
Masses: Saturday 4 pm, Sunday 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 3 pm

St. Mark Chapel (Harsens Island)
Mass: Sunday 10am

St. Christopher Parish (Marysville)
Phone: 810-364-4100

Masses: Sunday 8 am, 11 am & 5:30 pm 
Confession: Sunday 4 pm - 5 pm

St. Edward on the Lake (Lakeport) * 
Phone: 810-385-4340

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 10 am & 12 pm 
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 8 am 
Confession: Sunday 7:30 am & 9:30 am,                        
Tuesday & Wednesday 7:30 am, Thursday 6 pm,             
Saturday 7:30am, 8:30 am & 4 pm, First Friday 6:30 pm

St. Mary Parish (Port Huron) *
Phone: 810-982-7906

Masses: Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 9 am, & 11 am 
Confession: Saturday 4 pm, Thursday 8:45 am-9:30 am,                     
2nd Saturday 12-12:30 pm, 1st Friday 8-9 pm or by appt.

St. Mary Parish (St. Clair)  
Phone: 810-329-2255

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 8:30 am & 11:30 am 
Confession: Saturday 10 -10:30 am

St. Mary Queen of Creation (New Baltimore)
Phone: 586-725-2441

Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, & 6:30 pm, Sunday 9 am & 11 am
Tridentine Mass: Sunday 1:00 pm 
Confession: Wednesday during 6 pm Holy Hour
Saturday 11:30 am and 3 pm 

* Indicates Catholic School on campus
Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School (Marine City) 
Phone: 810-765-8825

Submitting Info to The Drift 

 To submit information or events within the Blue Water 
Vicariate to be included in this monthly publication, be sure 
to include all pertinent information (i.e. organization, event 
name, location, contact, time and cost) and email to 
editor@iccatholic.org. 

Please note:  We are unable to accept any handwritten or 
phone submissions.  Only email, word, pdf, jpg, txt files 

can be accepted (nothing in publisher, please).

The Drift 
is a monthly publication of the  
Blue Water Vicariate 

The Rev. Joseph Esper 
Vicar and Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish 

Next Article Deadline:  November20, 2020 

Next Issue:  November 29, 2020 

Submit info to The Drift via e-mail at  
editor@iccatholic.org 

(only email submissions please)

Blue Water Vicariate Directory  
Including Weekend Mass and Confession Times (Please call for daily Mass schedule or to confirm)



 1-J-3-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                15-0282

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1950

Patricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd., New Baltimore
725-0177 Bring this ad for 5% off!  

Bring your Military ID for 10% Off!

ANCHOR 
GLASS & SCREEN II

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass 
Custom Mirrors • Pet Doors
Shower Doors & Enclosures 

586-725-7107
 8900 DIXIE HIGHWAY • FAIR HAVEN

Julie Cichoracki, D.D.S.
35000 Division Rd., Ste. 4 • Richmond

www.drjuliec.com | (586) 727-1100

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Sales & Service  Since 1946
We Service All Makes & Models

Diesel Repair • Bodyshop • Parts • Sales
Downtown Richmond

586-727-3885
www.shepherdlm.com

www.LenoxCremation.com
10918 Gratiot Ave., Casco

www.LenoxVault.com
65601 Gratiot Ave., Lenox Twp.

Ask your funeral director about using Lenox Cremation or Burial Vault.

Would you trust 
your hearing healthcare 

to anyone other 
than a doctor?

Dr. Lisa (Frammolino) Bont

3158 Gratiot Blvd.
Marysville, MI

810.388.9400

Immaculate
Conception
Parishioner

advancedaudiologyservices.com

Flowers by Theresa llc

 Specializing in
 Weddings, Funerals, 
 Graduation Parties,  
 Showers and
 Special Events
 tmfecteau@gmail.com
 586.212.5149

FREE HELPduring 
unplanned pregnancy

Formerly Blue Water
Pregnancy Care Center   BlueWaterBabies.org • 985-HOPE

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 


