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The RCIA: The Journey
to the Catholic Church

re you thinking about joining
the Catholic Church? Would
you just like some more
information about Catholicism? Are
you Catholic, but you have a spouse,
relative, or friend who isn’t, and may
want to be—but you do not know where
to direct them? The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) is the way
to proceed.
7KHÀUVWVWHSRIWKHMRXUQH\LVWR
be an inquirer. You can meet one-onone with someone and talk. Parishes
also hold inquiry sessions that explain
Catholic prayer, worship, customs,
and belief. This is where you can ask
questions and learn the “basics.”
When you are ready to make an
initial commitment, you will then
become a catechumen, if you are not
yet baptized. The catechumenate
is a very ancient institution in the
&KXUFK,QWKHÀUVWFHQWXULHVRIWKH
Christian Church, those who wanted
to follow Christ had a lengthy period of
prayer and discernment. Only when
they felt ready and the community
concurred were they baptized. For
many centuries, the catechumenate
disappeared, but since the Second
Vatican Council, the ancient practice of
the catechumenate has been restored.
Becoming Catholic is no longer just
a few private lessons from the priest
before a private baptism, but it is an
experience of Christian community.
Pope Paul VI mandated the restoration
of the catechumenate in 1972, and
the Rite of Christian Initiation was
promulgated in 1987, and since then
is the normative (mandatory) way that
people become Catholic.
You will formally become a
catechumen at the Rite of Acceptance,
celebrated publicly in your parish
church. You will be helped through the

ministry of catechists, and a sponsor
from the parish to walk with you on
your journey. On Sunday, when you
attend Mass, you will be dismissed
DIWHUWKHKRPLO\WRUHÁHFWPRUHGHHSO\
upon the Word of God as the rest of the
community continues with the Liturgy
of the Eucharist. Dismissals are also
a very ancient practice; the goal is to
learn of Christ and be formed by the
Scriptures. After you are discerned to
be ready, the next stage is being one of
the Elect—during Lent before the Easter
of your baptism, you will experience a
more intensive call to follow Christ in
preparation.

Eucharist.
Among many
Protestant
Churches,
you may
change your
denomination simply by attending
another church and receive
Communion as you wish, but in the
Catholic Church, one must become
Catholic through a Profession of Faith
WRPDNHLWRIÀFLDODQGVWDUWUHFHLYLQJ
Communion in the Catholic Church. We
believe that full Communion is a sign of
unity in faith.

“

Initiation into the Church happens in God’s time, not
instantly upon demand, and not by the calendar.

The culmination of the Christian
Initiation experience is the Easter
Vigil, celebrated late on Holy Saturday
evening. You will receive three
Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism,
&RQÀUPDWLRQDQG(XFKDULVW$QG\HV
the fact that you can now share at the
Lord’s Table in the Eucharist means
that you are fully a Catholic Christian.
Throughout the next Fifty Days of
Easter and beyond, you will continue to
be supported as a new Christian.
If you are already baptized in a
mainstream Christian denomination,
you will not be rebaptized, since
all Christian Churches recognize a
common Sacrament of Baptism.
After some time as a candidate (but
not a catechumen), you will make a
“Profession of Faith” to formally join the
Catholic Church. After the Profession
of Faith, you will immediately be
FRQÀUPHGDQGUHFHLYH\RXU)LUVW

If you were baptized Catholic,
but never received any Catholic
Sacraments or religious education, you
can complete your initiation into the
Catholic Church as well. After some
SUHSDUDWLRQ\RXZLOOEHFRQÀUPHGDQG
receive your First Eucharist.
Let me reiterate that becoming
Catholic is not a series of classes that
one must take and pass to be baptized.
It is, however, a very personal process
of gradual growth in the Christian life,
especially in prayer, community, and
discernment. Initiation into the Church
happens in God’s time, not instantly
upon demand, and not by the calendar.
So, if you are interested in the
Catholic Church, call your local parish,
and get in contact with your parish
R.C.I.A. Minister. The Holy Spirit may be
calling you to a deeper relationship with
God through the Catholic Church.
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Please email information to: Crysti Esper at communications@monroevicariate.com. Thank you!
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St. Michael the Archangel

Gatekeepers: Young Adult Ministry

The Open Gate

A

BY TYLER O’BRIEN

s a child, our family had a horse.
Somedays we would let the horse
loose from its paddock to roam the
fenced property, always being sure to close
the gate at the end of the driveway (or so we
thought). Inevitably, someone would forget
to close the gate and out the horse would
UXQZLWKÀYHFKLOGUHQFKDVLQJEHKLQGLW
In our Vicariate, we have a vibrant young
adult community (almost as energetic as
children chasing a runaway horse). Open to
young adults from all walks of life, we gather
as large groups and as small groups to grow
in relationship with Christ. Soon our Lenten
journey will begin. In Lent we are challenged
to “fast” or give up something in our lives. I
know that all too often, I would “fast” from
or give up a bad habit that I wanted to rid
myself of. It would be great for the forty
days of Lent and then, after Easter, the bad
habits would return. The cycle would repeat
each Lenten journey. It wasn’t until I read a
Facebook post by a priest reminding us that
we can only fast from something if we can
also feast with it at the end. That thought
changed my perception of fasting and
feasting in Lent.
For our young adults, I invite you to try
something new! Join Gatekeepers bowling,
for a Scripture study night or for Theology
on Tap! Grow in your faith and try something
new, chances are high you will know
somebody there! I know it sounds crazy, but
you might enjoy yourself.
Looking back, I’m sure the horse enjoyed
running through that open gate and, in its
own way, probably laughed at us children
chasing it. As children, we chased the horse
ZLWKDOOZHKDGXQWLOZHÀQDOO\FDXJKWXS
to him, never giving up (although usually
irritated at the one who left the gate open).
I challenge each of you this Lenten journey,
like my siblings and I chased that horse, I
challenge you to chase after Jesus with all
you have and to never tire of pursuing Him.
Have a blessed Lenten season, open the
gate and unleash the Gospel in your hearts
and in your lives!

ɻ ChristLife Series: Discovering, Following, Sharing
Part 1: Discovering Christ: February 27 (seven sessions); Retreat on
April 6, Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. from Feb. 27-April 17.
3OHDVHMRLQXVLQWKH6W0LFKDHO6FKRRO*\PIRUWKHÀUVWRIWKUHH
step series. Part 1: Discovering Christ, a seven-week experience
where anyone and everyone, from the baptized in the pews to
the unbaptized, is invited to hear the Good News and personally
encounter Jesus Christ. Free Dinner of homemade soups, bread and
salads begins our evening. Reserve your table spot today! (734) 2418645, St. Michael the Archangel Church, 502 West Front St., Monroe.
Part 2: Following Christ: Start Date TBD, fall of 2019
Part 3: Sharing Christ: Start Date TBD, spring 2020

St. Mary, Monroe

Upcoming
Events
February 5
Scripture Night
7:00pm-9:00pm
St. Joseph School
Hall, Erie, MI
February 21
Theology on Tap
Michigan Bar and
Grill, Monroe, MI
6:30pm-8:30pm
Fr. Kevin Roelant
and his story
February 28
Scripture Night
7:00pm-9:00pm
Our Lady of
Mount Carmel
Temperance, MI
March 1
Sidelines and
Strikes!
Meet at Sidelines
(Secor and Dean
in Lambertville)
at 7:00pm
for dinner.
Meet at Forest
View Lanes
(Dean Road in
Temperance)
at 9:00pm for
bowling!

Tyler O’Brien facilitates the Gatekeepers Young Adult
Ministry for the Monroe Vicariate. Find out more at
www.monroegatekeepers.com

ɻ St Mary Christian Women Soup Luncheon
Wednesday, February 6 & March 13
(March donation to St. Vincent de Paul)
11am--1pm, Parish Life Center. Assorted soups, homemade bread,
desserts, and beverages. Donation $7.00

IHM Motherhouse

ɻ Emunah (“faith”) on display at IHM Sisters’ Gallery
“Emunah” (which means faith), Feb. 2-March 22,

An exhibit of the work of Lydia Hannah Wilson, will be on display at
the IHM Motherhouse Gallery. This exhibition fuses abstract art with
the traditional style of portrait painting. The artist captures one of
Life’s most beautiful emotions – hope. Knowing that each person is
unique, the paintings vividly portray how one small ray of hope can
lead to Emunah, the faith that has the power to transform lives! Lydia
+DQQDK:LOVRQLVDFDOOLJUDSKHUDQGDÀQHDUWDUWLVWEDVHGLQ'HWURLW
Her style combines traditional and contemporary form, with strong
roots from India. She holds a degree in visual arts and has worked as
DQDVVLVWDQWOHFWXUHUIRUÀQHDUWV
ɻ Why does my understanding of God keep changing?
Sunday, Feb. 24, through Thursday, Feb. 28 in the Maxis
Community Room of the IHM Motherhouse, the Rev. John Quigley,
OFM, will facilitate the retreat, “Why Does Our Understanding of God
Keep Changing?” The retreat begins Sunday with a session that runs
6:30–8 p.m. Throughout the week, morning sessions are 10:30 a.m.–
noon and afternoon sessions from 2–3:30 p.m. Rev. John Quigley is
a Franciscan friar with the double ministry of preaching retreats and
painting. The registration deadline is Feb. 11; the requested offering
is $250, with $50 due at registration (includes lunches; please
indicate dietary needs at the time of registration). To register, contact
River House at riverhouse@ihmsisters.org or 734-240-5494.

St. Anthony
Fr. John A. Kenna Knights of Columbus Council #11430
16th Annual “A Prelude to St. Patrick’s Day”
Saturday, February 16, 2019 • 7pm - 11pm
St. Anthony Catholic Church’s Kenna Hall
4635 St. Anthony Road, Temperance, MI 48182

Featuring: “Extra Stout” (Irish, Country, Classic Rock)
Admission: $8 (includes snacks)
Cash Bar • Sandwiches available for purchase
hase
For more information, please call:
734-888-1192 or (419)343-0579
or visit the parish website:
stanthonytemperance.org

Need more details for events? Check our event calendar at
www.monroevicariate.com or our Facebook page for full details!

Peace & Justice

Catholic Schools

ɻ Inclusive American Sign Language

ɻ St. Joseph’s Catholic School Open House
February 24 • 11:30-1:30 • StJosephErie.com
Open enrollment for the 2019-20 Academic Year Now Available.
St. Joseph Catholic School INSPIRES Tomorrow’s Leaders
Innovative Technology • Nurturing Teachers • Spiritual Growth
Parental Involvement • Impressive Athletics • Responsible Citizens
Excellence in Education
• Providing students with Faith infused education: a learning environment
that builds responsibility, character, and a moral obligation that continues
into adulthood.
• Dedicated teachers: committed to a very individualized learning experience
for each student.
• Enrichment activities: Student council, Mass servers, Community and
mission outreach, and DARE are a few of the programs available.
• Educational opportunities: Science fair, Geography bee, Spelling bee,
Young Authors, and technology classes. Students can use the organic
garden on the grounds to further expand their hands-on learning.
• Athletics: CYO sports and MASA Youth Soccer.
St. Joseph School is a Catholic community that helps all persons
grow to the fullness of their potential in faith and knowledge.
Find out more! Call 734-848-6985 or visit StJosephErie.com

(ASL) Mass

Location: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, Temperance
(accessibility: single-level Church area / no steps leading
into the building, electric doors at the west end of building
near handicapped parking spots)
ASL Mass Time: 11 a.m., Sundays
3HRSOHZKRFDQEHQHÀWIURPDWWHQGLQJWKH$6/0DVV
People who are Deaf or hearing impaired, people on the
Autism Spectrum Disorder, people with aphasia, and
children of the Deaf, among others
Format: Both interrupters use the ASL total
communication style, which utilizes lipreading and sign
language simultaneously.
For more information, please contact Nancy Thompson,
734.848.8635.
If your parish provides resources for people with
disabilities, please contact Valerie Tyldesley, valerie.
tyldesley@gmail.com, so the information can be
published in the Monroe Vicariate Newsletter.

Youth Ministry
ɻ Catholic Youth Group (CYG)
Children in kindergarden through eighth grade are invited
to attend the next Catholic Youth Group gathering on
Thursday, February 14, 2019 from 6-7:30 pm. Located
at the school hall of St. Mary of the Annunciation Church
in Rockwood. Private, public & homeschool students
from all Catholic parishes are welcome! CYG meets the
2nd Thursday of each month. January’s theme is, “Team
Catholic” learning to defend their faith. No fees. Dinner is
served. Parents may stay or drop off. Please RSVP to:
catholicyouthgroup@yahoo.com or text (734) 244.6883.
$OVRÀQGXVRQ)DFHERRN&DWKROLF<RXWK*URXS

Evangelization and Catechesis
The Monroe Vicariate Evangelization and Catechesis
Committee is sponsoring Healing Prayer Days on Saturday,
February 16, 2019, from 1pm to 3pm at St. Anne
Catholic Church, 2420 N. Dixie Hwy., Monroe, and again
on Saturday, March 2, 2019 from 10am to 12pm at St.
Joseph Catholic Church, 2214 Manhattan St., Erie. Inner
healing allows us to live in the fullness of our identity as
a Child of God. All are welcome and no appointment is
necessary.

Vocations

ɻ St. Patrick School, Carleton
2970 W. Labo Rd., Carleton, MI 48117
Preschool - 8th Grade • NOW ENROLLING
• 5 full-day preschool for ages 3 to Young 5s
• Latchkey before- and after-school programs available
• 0RVWÁH[LEOHDQGPRVWDIIRUGDEOH3UHVFKRROclasses in Monroe County!
(Under $4/hr) with a preschool staff with more than 20 years experience
• Tuition assitance: Local assistance available from foundations and payment
plans available if needed
• St. Patrick School is a Christ-centered/Bible-focused School with
teachers and staff who model Christian values. We follow a rigorous
curriculum with enrichment activities for our students to develop and thrive
in their environments.
Schedule your personal tour with Mr. Lenze, Principal, 734-654-2522,
principal@stpatrick.schoolor Facebook: St. Patrick Catholic School (Carleton)
“Encounter Jesus, Grow in Him, and Witness to Others”

Monroe Council #1266 Knights of Columbus

The Monroe Council Goodfellows Club just completed our 103rd consecutive
Christmas food program for the needy in Monroe County. Do you think that this
is all the Goodfellows do all year to help the parishes of our council? No way!
Each month the Goodfellows Club makes a donation of $ 100 to St. Anne &
St. Charles’ - Food Closet, St. John’s & St. Michael’s - St. Vincent de Paul, and .
St Mary’s - God Works. The Knights Of Columbus is the worlds largest Catholic
Fraternal Service Organization, Charity is our Foremost Principle. Please check
us out at www.kofcmonroe1266.com

Top “Liked” Facebook photos in January

Holy Hour

for Vocations and Priests

Thursday, February 14

SMCC, Infant of Prague Chapel | 7:00 pm
108 W Elm Ave, Monroe, MI 48162

Join in praying for vocations to the priesthood, religious life
and permanent diaconate and for our ordained priests.
Sponsored by the Vicariate Vocation Committee.

Monroe Catholic families marching
for LIFE! Pictured: Sharon Lusch,
Tamiko Lamour, Micah Eby, Maria
Eby and Mckenzie Lamour

SMCC students celebrating Mass
with Fr. David Burgard and Dcn. Mike
Stewart at St. Mary Parish, Monroe

IHM Senior Living Community
A Medicare Five-Star Quality Facility

Short-term rehab, skilled nursing post-hospital stay

610 West Elm Ave., Monroe, MI 48162

734-240-9697
The Nursing Home
Alternative
2590 N. Monroe St. • Monroe
734-243-4000
info@alccmonroe.com
alicelorrainecarecenter.com

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING
15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817

www.merklefs.com
2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185
14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070
9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Experience the Difference

Quality Craftsmanship
since 1980

For all your building needs:
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

• Residential • Remodeling • New construction
• Commerical - Construction & Renovation
Certified rubber roofing installation and repair
www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161

734-241-8898

734-243-2726

swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

PAUL’S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.
Full Service Auto Repair

(734) 243-2188
425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

A CRH COMPANY
Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.
Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net • (734) 241-8966

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology
Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.

Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted
315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

Offering Full Body Skin Exams!
We evaluate skin cancer, moles,
psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

NEW

Treatm
for Age ent
spots

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!
Next to
Family Dollar

FOODTOWN
PHARMACY

211 N. Telegraph • Monroe, MI
Phone: (734) 241-2046
Liquor, Lotto, Beer, Wine,
Payment Center and Money Order

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Our fast and friendly skilled professionals are here
to help you with all of your prescription needs.

Compare our prices. Special discount pricing on generics, sometimes less
than insurance or mail-order copays.
• FREE Delivery • FREE weekly prescription dosage packaging
• Fast & easy prescription transfer • Copay discount cards from manufacturers

1-J-3-5

MATT MAZANKA,
Registered Pharmacist

TRUEtrack

Test Strips, 50 Count
$10.00 per box
Purchase 2 boxes of TrueTrack
Test Strips for $20 and receive:
• FREE Test Meter
• FREE Alcohol Swabs
• FREE Lancet Device
• FREE box of Lancets

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today!
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0284

