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What Happens When a Priest
Does Not Show Up for Sunday Mass?

T

he community is gathered in church
on Sunday morning, everything is
set up, ministers such as lectors
and musicians are already there, and it’s
already ten minutes after when Mass was
supposed to start. Everyone has been
waiting patiently, but the ministers are in a
panic since no priest has shown up. What
do they do now? The Archdiocese of Detroit
has anticipated the situation by releasing
a document/ritual entitled, “Sunday
Celebration of the Liturgy of the Word in an
Emergency Situation.”
With the shortage of priests, this
type of situation is becoming more and
more common. My own parishes have
experienced the lack of a priest on Sunday
at least three times in the last fifteen years
or so. Even with the best of planning and
communication, schedules get confused or
electronic calendars get deleted. A priest
who has to travel in may have car trouble or
get stuck in ice or snow. A priest may be too
ill to get out of bed. As one of my colleagues
once put it—what will they do if I “wake up
dead?” Clearly, despite our best efforts,
emergencies do happen.
In such an event, a deacon (or a trained
lay person if there is no deacon), will lead
a Liturgy of the Word service; this would
resemble the first half of the Mass with the
exception of a priest to preside. Of course,
other ministers would still assist such as
lectors and musicians. There would be no
distribution of Holy Communion, since this
might cause some people to think that the
service were “just as good as Mass.” (Mass
is more than receiving Communion—it is the
prayer of the Church and the Eucharistic
sacrifice that makes the Lord Jesus Christ
present in the Eucharist which is later
received in Communion. Anything less than
a Mass is not a Mass.)

In any event, an announcement is
first made:
I am sorry to inform you that
due to circumstances beyond
our control, there is no priest
to celebrate Mass today. In this
emergency situation, I encourage
you to attend Mass at one of the
following:
[Other parishes and their Mass
times are announced.]
If it impossible for you to
attend another Mass because of
distance or your schedule, I invite
you to stay and pray together
with our Sunday community as
we celebrate the Liturgy of the
Word, remembering that Christ is
present when the Church prays
and sings and when Christ’s Holy
Word is proclaimed.
While a Liturgy of the Word
can never replace Sunday Mass,
in an emergency situation
such as this it will fulfill your
obligation. Saint John Paul II in
his Apostolic Letter Dies Domini
(Day of the Lord) calls for Sunday
to be “protected” and states, “In
situations where the Eucharist
cannot be celebrated, the Church
recommends that the Sunday
assembly come together even
without a priest.”

Although the
obligation to
attend Mass
on Sundays
and Holy Days still stands, the
unexpected absence of a priest is
not a reason to think that you have
not met the obligation. After all,
the congregation made the effort
to be there and can rest in good
conscience.
Other points to bear in mind:
First, this ritual may only be used
for emergencies when a priest
does not show up for Mass, and
not for convenience. It should
not be “pre-planned.” Second,
it is not to be used for weekday
celebrations. Third, it may be
repeated on a specific weekend,
if more than one Mass is affected
by the absence of a priest. Finally,
distribution of Holy Communion
is not allowed at a Celebration
of the Liturgy of the Word in the
Archdiocese of Detroit.
Fortunately, we do have this
provision in case of an emergency.
We are prepared, hoping that it will
never be necessary to use it. We
must continue to pray for vocations
as a Church, so that such a
“priestless Sunday situation” would
be rare.
Peace,
Fr. Mike Woroniewicz
Vicar

“In situations where the Eucharist cannot be
celebrated, the Church recommends that the Sunday
assembly come together even without a priest.”

THE DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER 2019 ISSUE IS MONDAY, AUGUST 19TH

Please email information to: Crysti Esper at communications@monroevicariate.com. Thank you!

Need more details for events? Check our event calendar at
www.monroevicariate.com or our Facebook page for full details!
IHM River House
Saturday, Aug. 24, 2:00–4:30 p.m.
Please join River House – IHM Spirituality Center us as it celebrates 10
years of walking with people on their spiritual journeys. The afternoon
will include walks along the River Raisin, tours, refreshments and
children’s activities. It is free and open to the public.

St. Joseph, Erie

Vocations

SAVE THE DATE!
Blessed Solanus Casey relic, provided by
the Archdiocese of Detroit, will be coming
to St. Joseph’s in Erie, Mi on

September 5 -10
Many opportunities to pray and to be
blessed by the relic.
Look for more details in next issue, visit
StJosephErie.com or the St. Joseph’s
Facebook page.

Holy Hour

for Vocations and Priests
All Holy Hours begin at 7:00 pm

Thursday, August 8

Our Lady of Mount Carmel,

8330 Lewis Ave., Temperance, MI 48182

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
► Pre-Marriage Workshop
Saturday, October 12, 2019
11 AM – 5:00 PM
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Temperance
is hosting a Pre-Marriage Workshop for all
couples actively preparing for their Catholic
wedding. This workshop includes a segment
on Natural Family Planning, and is approved
by the Archdiocese of Detroit.
The $50.00 fee per couple includes
materials, lunch & snacks. Casual dress.
Registration is required. Space is limited.
A registration form can be requested by
email: olmc@bex.net. Call 734-847-2805 or
visit mountcarmeltemperance.org for more
information.

Join in praying for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life and permanent diaconate and
for our ordained priests. Sponsored by the
Vicariate Vocation Committee.

St. Mary, Monroe
► Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom
A DVD series by Jeff Cavins provides
comprehensive teaching and commentary
on the book of Acts that builds on the Bible
Timeline and Matthew studies by showing how
Christ’s Kingdom on earth is empowered to
carry out his work in the world. This 20-week
bible study series of is open to all! It will
begin on Wednesday, September 11; 6:30 –
8:30pm in the St. Mary Parish Heritage Hall
(below the church). Cost for workbook and
supplies is $35 for each participant. Please
register online at: www.stmarymonroe.org or
by contacting the parish office: parishoffice@
stmarymonroe.org or 734-241-1644.

Peace & Justice
Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools
Information for Students
with Special Needs
Resource: Student Support Services –
Intervention Programs
People who can benefit from this
resource: Students who have service
plans, 504 accommodations and need
academic assistance will benefit from this
resource.
Basic Information about the resource:
The Interventionist works closely with
the regular classroom teacher to design
methods of learning for the student who
needs extra assistance when classroom
instruction becomes too challenging.
The Interventionist interprets the
student’s strengths and weaknesses
through assessments and observations.
Strategies are then developed to help with
the student’s academic growth and to
make them feel more confident in specific
reading and math skills. Goals are set
for the individual student and mastery
is documented. One-on-one or small
group instruction is provided for students
receiving Student Support Services.
For more information, please contact
Karol Applin/Interventionist, St.
John School (Gr. 2-4), kapplin@
monroecatholicschools.com.
If your parish or school provides resources
for people with disabilities, please contact
Valerie Tyldesley, valerie.tyldesley@gmail.
com, so the information can be published
in the Monroe Vicariate Newsletter.

Don’t just hear the Gospel,
live it!
CRAFTERS NEEDED
Annual MCES Craft Show

Saturday, October 19, 2019
St. Mary Campus location
An 8’ X 5’ space with a table is $35
and a 10’ X 10” space with two
tables is $55. Visit our website at:
mcescraftshow.weebly.com for an
application and craftshow information.
All craft items need to be hand-made,
no vendors.

St. Mary, Monroe is sponsoring an
opportunity to “Shelter the Homeless”.
We are organizing a Habitat for Humanity
building crew for

August 31, 2019, 8 am – 3 pm.
Please contact Fred Fedorowicz for
more information @ (734) 243-4344 or
fedorowicz@sbcglobal.net. Lunch, hard
hats and safety glasses provided;
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY.

Evangelization

Healing Prayer Day
The Monroe Vicariate Evangelization and
Catechesis Committee is sponsoring a
Healing Prayer Day from 10am to 12pm
on Saturday, September 7, 2019 at St.
Joseph Catholic Church, 2214 Manhattan
Street, Erie. Members of the prayer team
stand with you, united in God’s love, in
prayer and in His desire to heal you. All are
welcome and no appointment is necessary.

St. Charles-NEWPORT

Sept. 6th - 7th - 8th
Great Food
Big Top Tent, Kids Tent, Religious Booth
Refreshments - Soft drinks, Beer & Craft Beers, Wine Coolers
Raffles & Bushel Basket Raffle, Rummage Sale & Bingo
Softball Tournament

Friday, September 6th
5pm – Midnight

Sunday, September 8th
11:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

French Fries, Hot Dogs,
Hamburgers
• Live Music - Dancing
“Rushlow & Richards
6-11 pm)

•

• Lake Erie Fish Dinner

Saturday, September 7th
Noon – Midnight)
• Steak Dinner

On June 1st, the Monroe Knights
of Columbus held a Fine Art &
Memorabilia auction
called “Knights for
Life”. The goal - to
raise monies toward
the purchase of
another ultrasound
machine.
At this ONE event, Council
#1266 raised $14,400.00.
Additional monies have also
been promised that will add to
total.
The Monroe Council #1266
is working with other councils
within our Archdiocese of Detroit
to raise money to purchase an
ultrasound machine. To date, the
Knights of Columbus worldwide
has placed over 1,000 machines
into pregnancy centers across
the globe; the Michigan K of C

has placed 54 of those machines
within our state.
Results show that
almost 80% of abortionvulnerable pregnant
mothers change their
minds and choose
the gift of life for their
babies once they have
seen the image of their child on
an ultrasound machine. The
Knights’ goal is 100%.
We would like to thank all of our
sponsors, those who attended
this fundraiser, and ask God’s
continuing blessings on all who,
in any way, supported this event
and mission!
Join Us and be a part of the
nearly 2 million men whose
principle work involves helping
others please check us out at
www.kofcmonroe1266.com

French Fries, Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
• Live Music
Lonnie Stump (1-4 p.m.)
Katie & Jordan (4-7:00 p.m.)
Hoozier Daddy (8-Midnight)

•

•

•
•
•

St. Charles Famous
Chicken Dinner

11:30 a.m. - until- sold out
Car/Truck/Tractor Show
Free Admission
11 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Live Music
Dancing “Larry Rothman
and Pickin’ Roots Band”
(2 – 6 p.m.)
Homemade Ice Cream
Bushel Basket Raffle
Raffle Drawing
Grand Prize Drawing
($5,000) plus 9 Additional
Cash Prizes at 6:00 p.m.

8109 Swan Creek Rd.
(Corner of Swan Creek Rd. and N. Dixie Hwy.)
www.stcharlesnewport.org (734) 586-2531

Top “Liked” Facebook photos in June & July

Father Robert
Slaton was
recently installed
as pastor of St.
Anthony Church in
Temperance.

IHM Motherhouse

Looking for a unique gift?
Come and browse the IHM Sisters’ Gift Shop within the
Motherhouse (610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe). You’ll find unique items
for that special person, including many items that are Fair Trade,
which contributes to sustainable development for marginalized
producers and workers. Your purchase makes a difference in
creating a more just world! Hours are Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. For more information, call 734-240-8308.

SMCC students on
a mission trip in
Guatemala.

IHM Senior Living Community
short-term rehab
skilled nursing
post-hospital stay

www.merklefs.com

734.240.9697

2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185

610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe, MI

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING
15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817

14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070
9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Experience the Difference

Quality Craftsmanship
since 1980

For all your building needs:
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

• Residential • Remodeling • New construction
• Commerical - Construction & Renovation
Certified rubber roofing installation and repair
www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161

734-241-8898

734-243-2726

swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

PAUL’S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.
Full Service Auto Repair

(734) 243-2188
425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

A CRH COMPANY
Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.
Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net • (734) 241-8966

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology
Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.

Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted
315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

Offering Full Body Skin Exams!
We evaluate skin cancer, moles,
psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

NEW

Treatm
for Age ent
spots

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!

LET US PLACE YOUR
AD HERE.
1-J-3-5

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today!
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0284

