
Please email information to: Crysti Esper at communications@monroevicariate.com. Thank you!

VICAR
FR. MICHAEL A. WORONIEWICZ 

PASTOR, DIVINE GRACE 
CARLETON/MAYBEE

JANUARY 
2020

NEWS FROM AROUND  
THE MONROE VICARIATE

www.monroevicariate.com

The Family as Church

“Have you ever considered the fact that as you live your life in your 
home with your loved ones, that you are the Church? ”

The late Pope, Saint John Paul 
II wrote an encyclical letter 
in 1981 entitled Familiaris 

Consortio, in which he stated that 
the family is the smallest cell of 
society and the smallest unit of the 
Church.  Have you ever considered 
the fact that as you live your life in 
your home with your loved ones, 
that you are the Church?  Although 
members of families often pray 
together or attend Mass together, 
you are being “Church” even when 
you are not thinking about it.  Having 
dinner together, playing a board 
game, or even doing the laundry, you 
are the domestic Church. 

Remember, the Church is 
a gathering of believers in a 
communion of love, not the building.  
And “wherever two or three are 
gathered,” there is Christ.  Parents 

children in the Christian Faith, and it 

proclaimed.  What an insight on the 
importance of the Christian family! 

 Several years ago, Pope Francis 
held a synod (a time of deep 

two meetings of the world’s bishops) 

the family’s role in evangelizing the 
world, which means that families 
spread the “Good News” of Jesus 
Christ to others. One area of focus 
in the Archdiocese of Detroit as we 
Unleash the Gospel is on the family—
no surprise.  May God’s blessing be 
upon us and our families!

• Do we pray as a family? Do we attend Sunday Mass together?
• Is it obvious to others that our home is a Christian home?
• How do I encourage my family members to live as dedicated

Christians, and to spread the Good News of Christ?



IHM Motherhouse
 A day of Reflection on Being 

Artisans of Hope
Saturday, Jan. 25, 10:30 a.m.–3:30 
p.m. at the Motherhouse
Leara Glinzak, a registered art 
therapist with expertise in art 
therapy programs, advocacy, 
education and research, will 

Being Artisans of Hope.” Art opens 
us to appreciate hope in new and 
sometimes surprising ways. How are 
we each an artisan, a person who 
uses our own gifts of creativity to 
behold the world? How are we called 
to be artisans of hope in our world? 
Join us for an experiential approach 
to deepening our spirituality 
and our commitment to care for 
others, the world and our own lives 
through both art and spirituality. 
The suggested offering is $60 
and includes lunch and basic art 
materials ($50 due at registration). 
The registration deadline is Jan. 
11, 2020. To register, call 734-
240-5494 or email riverhouse@
ihmsisters.org.

Peace & Justice
Welcoming Elderly 

Parishioners 
Pope Francis stated the 
following at his Papal 
Audience on March 4, 2015: 
“We must reawaken our 
collective sense of gratitude, 
appreciation and hospitality, 
helping the elderly know 
they are a living part of their 
communities.”  
How can we do this in our 
parishes? 

• If seniors who faithfully 
attended Mass stop 

reason.  Are they sick and 
in need of prayers or do 
they need transportation?  

• Utilize the wisdom and 
experience of elderlies 
through assisting them 
in volunteering as well 
as helping them to train 
others. 

• Include older parishioners 
who are no longer able 
to be active in ministry 
through inviting them to 
adopt a parish ministry 
so they can pray for those 
involved in the ministry and 
ask for God’s blessings on 
all that the ministry seeks 
to do for the parish. 

• Become familiar with 
the local opportunities 
and services offered by 

agencies in the area so 
you are able to assist 
with community outreach.  
Please see A Guide to 
Services for Older Adults on 
www.monroevicariate.com 
home page for information 
on the services provided by 
Michigan’s Aging Network 
or contact Monroe County 
Commission on Aging,  
734-240-3290.

If you are aware of resources 
in our parish for people with 
disabilities, please contact 
Valerie Tyldesley, valerie.
tyldesley@gmail.com, so the 
information can be published 
in the Monroe Vicariate 
Newsletter.

 24-HOUR LIVE ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER
 JOIN CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN 

Friday, January 24   Saturday, January 25
KICK-OFF DINNER @ 4:30PM   REBOOT BREAKFAST AT 8:00AM

St. Mary’s Parish Life Center | 127 N. Monroe St., Monroe, MI 48162
BISHOP DON HANCHON WILL BE PRESENT FOR THE KICK-OFF PRAYER!

Holy Hour 
for Vocations and Priests

Holy Hour begins at 7:00 pm
Includes Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament  
and Benediction

Thursday, January 9
St. John the Baptist Church 

 511 S. Monroe Street, Monroe
A Holy Hour is held on the second 
Thursday of each month, and held 
at a different parish locations each 

month. The Holy Hour includes 
prayers, the rosary, spiritual  reading, 
intercessions, litany for priests, silent 

prayer and meditation. Join us in 
praying for vocations to the priesthood, 
religious life and permanent diaconate 

and for our ordained priests. 
Sponsored by the  

Vicariate Vocations Committee

 Vocations

Evangelization
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

St. Mary Parish
 Stephen Ministry

     20-Week Program 
     Beginning Wednesday
     January 18
     6:00-9:00 pm
     St. Mary, 127 N. Monroe
Stephen Ministers are trained, lay people who provide one-to-
one care to hurting people in and around our parishes. It is a 
“ministry of accompaniment” while a person is experiencing 

loss, death of a loved one, loneliness, being homebound, 
experiencing separation or divorce from a spouse. Dave 
Bork, a Stephen Leader, will teach, inspire and guide those 
interested in this ministry. If becoming a Stephen Minister 
is a ministry you would like to pursue, please call: John 
Castiglione, Stephen Ministry Leader at 313-363-3534) for 
more information.

ALPHA sessions for adults age 18-40  
Beginning February 3 on Monday 
evenings at the Knights of Columbus in 
downtown Monroe, 6:30-8:15 pm. ALPHA 
explores the big questions of life and 
the Christian faith. The DVD talks are 
designed to encourage conversation and 
explore the Christian faith in a friendly, 
open and informal environment. Free food 
and babysitting will be provided!

Alumni Basketball Game Fundraiser 
Saturday, January 11, 5:00 pm, at the Brother 
Gerontius Memorial Gymnasium at SMCC. 
Admission is $3 per person and $10 for 
the entire family. Proceeds will be used to 
support the efforts of the Monroe Vicariate 
Evangelization team’s ALPHA sessions.

“Unplanned” FREE Movie Screening
A free screening of the powerful movie 
Unplanned, portraying the dramatic story 
of former abortion clinic director Abby 
Johnson, will be shown at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Downtown Monroe. **The 
movie is rated R for scenes that depict 
the bloody and violent nature of abortion. 
Please use your best judgement if you 

intend on bringing your teenage children.
In addition...

Tickets for the upcoming June 15, 2020 Abby Johnson 
presentation at Monroe County Community College. Tickets 
will be $20 each. You don’t want to miss this opportunity to 
meet and hear Abby Johnson live!

JJOO



Top “Liked” Facebook photos in December

The beautiful sanctuary at Our Lady, St. Mary of the Annunciation  
in Rockwood.

Need more details for events? Check our event calendar at  
www.monroevicariate.com or our Facebook page for full details!

Knights in Action

Fr. Mike Woroniewicz, Monroe Vicariate Vicar and Pastor at Divine 
Grace in Carleton and Maybee, invited children forward for a 
special Advent homily. PHOTO COURTESY OF ST. PATRICK SCHOOL.

The gift shop at the IHM Motherhouse offers a variety of unique gifts for all occasions. Many of these items are Fair Trade, 

Tuesday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

GOODFELLOWS PAPER SALE
December at the Monroe Council is always 
full speed ahead in the “Goodfellows” 
Christmas food program. This year marks the 
104th consecutive Christmas food program 
for the needy of Monroe County. 

of December with the Goodfellows Paper 
Sale. Members of the Council were out 
Hawking papers on street corners, banks, 

townships. Moneys from the paper sale 
combined with membership donations allows 
us to purchase food for families that the 
Salvation Army has determined are in need. 
THANK YOU IF YOU BOUGHT A PAPER!

FOOD DELIVERY FOR CHRISTMAS
   The food is delivered to our Council the 
morning of the 23rd.  During the day it is 
sorted and stacked by runners to allow  the 
boxes to be packed as per family size. That 
evening the boxes are assembled, packed 
and tagged as per assigned routes. 
   Christmas Eve morning members meet 
to load all the trucks that it takes to deliver 
these  boxes not only in the City of Monroe 
but throughout Monroe county.  
   Christmas Eve  at noon we have completed 
another year of service. We are sure our 
Brother Knights from 1914 are giving us a 
“Thumbs Up” from heaven. 

The Knights Of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic 
Fraternal Service Organization, Charity is our foremost 

Principle. To learn more about us vist 
www.kofcmonroe1266.com
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Experience the Difference

www.merklefs.com
2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185

14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070

9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.

Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net  • (734) 241-8966

A CRH COMPANY

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!

315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

NEW Treatment for Age spots

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology

Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.
Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted

Offering Full Body Skin Exams! 
We evaluate skin cancer, moles, 

psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

Quality Craftsmanship
 since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction
• Commerical - Construction & Renovation

	 Certified	rubber	roofing	installation	and	repair
 www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

Full Service Auto Repair
 (734) 243-2188
 425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

PAUL’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

IHM Senior Living Community
short-term rehab 
skilled nursing 

post-hospital stay

 734.240.9697 

610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe, MI

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
734-241-4600 • www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

Funeral Directors: William A. Bacarella, Justin D. Miller & Jeffrey C. Rupp

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Discover.
Services as unique 
as the life lived.

Heather Wilson - 734-799-6775
snaphappymonroe@gmail.com

Families - Weddings - Baptisms & more...


