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Ash Wednesday, the beginning of 
Lent. Although Ash Wednesday 
is not a holy day of obligation, 

Masses are normally very crowded, 
and people seek out the distribution of 
ashes—it’s evident that this Christian 
symbol touches us at the core of our 
being. 

Ashes are a very graphic sign of our 
mortality and our willingness to take up 
the discipline of Lent. It is no accident 

that the ashes are usually applied in 
the form of a cross; this is an invitation 
for us to “take up the cross and follow 
Christ.” Pope Saint John Paul II used to 
say that Lent is when we as Christians 
are at our very best!

During this penitential season of 
approximately forty days in length, the 
catechumens of the Church actively 
prepare for initiation into the Church 

Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. Meanwhile, 
the rest of us recall the need to return to 
our baptismal innocence as we journey 
with the catechumens of the Church. 

From ancient times, the Church gives 
us three tools to use on our Lenten 
journeys: fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. 
Living in a culture of abundance, 
we tend to over-eat, over-drink, over-
buy, and over-do. When we fast, we 

are taking back control of our over-
consumption. When we limit our food 
intake, for example, we are focusing 
on God as our sustainer, and we are 
putting created things in their proper 
perspective.  

Prayer is always necessary and 
nourishing to the Christian spiritual life. 
Lent offers us an opportunity to deepen 
and expand our prayer life. Attending 
weekday Mass, spending time before 

the Blessed Sacrament, 
or reading from the Bible 
opens us up to God; we 
also form new habits. 
Wouldn’t it be great if we 
discovered that our Lenten 

prayer practices this year become life-
long habits? 

 Our culture tells us to “look out for 
number one” and take care of our 
needs. Christ taught us to put others 

the poor and needy. As we give alms, 

giving. 
Let me offer a suggestion. Rather 

than just giving something up and being 
really grumpy about it, why not give up 
something you enjoy this Lent and then 
give the money you saved directly to 
an organization that helps the needy. 
In this way, our Lenten penances can 
become blessings for others.

Have a happy and blessed Lent! 
Fr. Mike Woroniewicz
Vicar

“Wouldn’t it be great if we discovered 
that our Lenten prayer practices this 

year become life-long habits? ”



St. Anne
 Spiritual Journey Through Grief 

Spiritual Journey Through Grief group meets  
monthly at St. Anne Parish from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.  
Anyone who has lost a loved one is invited to come 
share in prayer, sharing, support for each other and 
refreshments. The March meeting March 26th.

St. John the Baptist
 St. Joseph Feast Day celebration with 

Blessing of the Bread and Italian tradition 
Pasta Frita
Come and celebrate St. Joseph Feast Day Mass, 
Thursday, March 19 at 8:15 am, and “Blessing of 
the Bread,” Sunday, March 22 at Noon Mass. Fresh 
bread will be blessed and given out after Mass in the 
church. You may bring baked bread to be blessed at 
that Mass. Pasta Frita and beverages will be served 
in the school cafeteria following the Noon Mass. On 
Saturday, March 21 at 7 am we will be baking bread 
and on Sunday, March 22 at 9 am we will be making 
Pasta Frita, both in St. John school cafeteria. If you are 
interested in helping please call Lillian Williamson at 
734-770-7046 or Angela Venier at 734-625-0558. 

St. Gabriel, Ida & Dundee
 Eucharistic Adoration Offered 

    2nd Sunday of every Month
Eucharistic Adoration will be offered on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month, beginning March 8, 2020. 
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at the Ida 
Campus (8295 Van Aiken Street Ida, MI) after the 
8:30 am Mass. The church will remain open for 

pm. The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at the 
Dundee Campus (576 Main Street Dundee, MI) after 
the 10:30 am Mass on the second Sunday of every 
month.  The church will remain open for personal 

Call 
  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Pre-Marriage Workshop

     Saturday, April 25, 2020
    11 AM – 5:00 PM
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Temperance is hosting 
a Pre-Marriage Workshop for all couples actively 
preparing for their Catholic wedding.  This workshop is 
approved by the Archdiocese of Detroit, and includes 
Natural Family Planning. The $50.00 fee per couple 
includes materials, lunch & snacks. Casual dress. 
Registration is required. Space is limited. Couples can 
register at: mountcarmeltemperance.org  Registration 
form can also be requested by email to olmc@bex.net

Lenten Fish Frys
Our Lady of Mount Carmel–Knights of Columbus 
8902 invite you to our Friday Fish Frys
Feb. 28-Apr. 3, 4:30-7:00 PM, OLMC Parish Hall

choice of potato, coleslaw, vegetable, roll, dessert, 
lemonade, and coffee.
• $12: age 10 and up
• $6: age 3-9
• Free: age 0-2
• $6: any age, all-you-can-eat pizza

734-847-2805

Holy Hour 
for Vocations and Priests

Holy Hour begins at 7:00 pm
Includes Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament  
and Benediction

Thursday, March 12
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
  8330 Lewis Ave, Temperance, MI 

A Holy Hour is held on the second 
Thursday of each month, and held at a 
different parish locations each month. 
The Holy Hour includes prayers, the 
rosary, spiritual  reading, intercessions, 
litany for priests, silent prayer and 
meditation. Join us in praying for 
vocations to the priesthood, religious 
life and permanent diaconate and for 
our ordained priests. Sponsored by the 
Vicariate Vocation Committee.

Peace & Justice
 Lent 4.2, a 7-week faith 

formation program of prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving to heed the call of 
Pope Francis to care for our common 
home.
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

Cafeteria, 511 South Monroe St.
Wed., Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1, 8
The issues facing our human 
family; what the church is saying 
about them, and how you can take 
practical steps to make a difference 
in our world. More information or to 
register please contact: the parish 

 

This series is sponsored by the 
Monroe Vicariate Peace and Justice 
Committee and is free to all. 

for People with Special Needs
The Calming Kits are ready for 
distribution. The kits are provided for 
people with autism, developmental 
delays, sensory challenges or other 

overwhelming due to the crowds, the 
smells, and the lights. Your parish 
can make a kit available at the front 
door of the Church prior to Mass with 
the understanding that the kit is to 
be returned intact after Mass.
Each kit contains a pair of noise-
reducing adjustable earmuffs, a 
book, a marble maze, a bean bag, a 
booklet on the Mass, a set of small 
icons (pictures) that give direction 
for prayer positions during Mass, 
and individually wrapped alcohol 
wipes for cleaning the earmuffs.  
The purpose of the kits is to help 
individuals feel welcome and 
comfortable during Mass.  All are part 
of our faith family, and it is important 
that all people can participate with 
the whole community at Mass. For 
information on obtaining a kit for 
your parish, please contact Lorie 

If you are aware of resources in our parish 
for people with disabilities, please contact 
Valerie Tyldesley, valerie.tyldesley@gmail.
com, so the information can be published 
in the Monroe Vicariate Newsletter.

Lenten Reconciliation Services 
Saturday, March 14, 1 pm–St. Mary Parish

Monday, March 30, 7 pm–St. John the Baptist

IHM Motherhouse
 Praying with IHMs

Second Tuesday of each month
6:30–7:30 p.m., IHM Motherhouse Chapel
Join us for a prayer experience of quiet 

and intercessions. All faith traditions are 
welcome as we join in community in a 

our common desire for peace, justice and 
harmony in our world today. There is no fee 
and no registration is required. For more 
information, contact Candyce Rekart, 
IHM, at crekart@ihmsisters.org or 734-
790-4443. 

River House 
 Spirituality Series Offered

Spirituality and the Twelve Steps is a three-
week series by Diane McCormack, IHM. This 
program will be March 5-19 from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at River House Spirituality Center. 
These weeks will provide opportunities for 
healing, self-discovery and spiritual growth. 
This is not just for those who are familiar 

To register call or email; riverhouse@
ihmsisters.org or 734-240-5494.

blble,e, r rololl,l, d des

 pizizza
28280505

@MonroeVicariate

 i i hohoststinin



FR. DAVID 
BURGARD BLESSED 

THE CLASSROOMS 
AT MCES FOR 

EPIPHANY.

FR. MARK PRILL’S DOG, 
SAMMY, VISITS THE 
STUDENTS AT ST. JOSEPH 
SCHOOL IN ERIE.

Put Your Child on the Right Path
St. Patrick School  

OPEN HOUSE
For Parents and Prospective Students

Sunday, March 1st, 11:00 am -1:00 pm
Monday, March 2nd, 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Contact us today to schedule  
a Free No-Obligation tour!

 
(734) 654-2522
Visit our website 

www.stpatscarleton.com

• Teachers willing to accommodate 
for individual students’ needs

• 12:1 student-teacher ratio 
• One of the highest retention rates 

for preschool students in Monroe 
County 

• Follows AOD/State curriculum 
guidelines with enrichment 
activities 

• 
Preschool program in Monroe 

 
all day/5 days option 

• 
after school) programs available 

• Tuition assistance, 

available 
• 1:1 Student-Technology ratio; 

Chromebooks provided to 
each student 

• 2018 MFB Michigan 
Agricultural Educator of the 
Year Science Teacher

Top “liked” Facebook Photos for January and February

 Steubenville Registration 
Attention Youth 
(8th-12th grade) 
Steubenville 
registration is 
available now! Total 
cost varies ($268 

on transportation, 
and includes 3 group 
t-shirts, transportation, special event 
items, pizza, driver, and tips. Register 
online only. Visit www.monroevicarite.com 
and click on the RESTORED button on 
the home page. You must send in $150 
non-refundable deposit to hold your spot. 
Balance must be paid by April 1st. Please 
look at payment options on the registration 
form, contact Nancy Dietrich at 734-735-
0845 for more info or if cost of attending  
is a hardship, to discuss alternatives and 
we to try to work it out.

Parents are welcome to stay 
OR

Youth Ministry

Knights in Action
 Please join us in our nine day   

“Novena For Life”
The pamphlets have been donated by our Council for 
your use. They have been placed in each of Monroe 
#1266 parishes.

K of C.   The Pope kindly praised the Knights for : Faithful Witness to 
the dignity of human life”; Our support  of Christian Communities in 
the Middle East.; He called our order an inspiration to build a more 
just and inclusive society together.  Then he addressed each Knight 
by saying “I entrust you to the loving intercession of the Blessed 
Mother. I offer my prayers for the members of the K of C, their 
families, and for the good works of all the local Knights of Columbus 
Councils World Wide! Interested? Please consider joining us! Visit 
www.kofcmonroe1266.com to learn more.

  Knights of Columbus #1266 Lenten Fish Fry

Fridays during Lent
Starting February 29 – April 10
4:30-6:30 or while supplies last!

• Adults: $15
• K of C Members $13
• Seniors (60 and older) $13
• Kids 6-9 $9
• Kids under 5 (Grilled Cheese and Fries ONLY) FREE
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Experience the Difference

www.merklefs.com
2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185

14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070

9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.

Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net  • (734) 241-8966

A CRH COMPANY

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!

315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

NEW Treatment for Age spots

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology

Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.
Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted

Offering Full Body Skin Exams! 
We evaluate skin cancer, moles, 

psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

Quality Craftsmanship
 since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction
• Commerical - Construction & Renovation

	 Certified	rubber	roofing	installation	and	repair
 www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

Full Service Auto Repair
 (734) 243-2188
 425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

PAUL’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

IHM Senior Living Community
short-term rehab 
skilled nursing 

post-hospital stay

 734.240.9697 

610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe, MI

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
734-241-4600 • www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

Funeral Directors: William A. Bacarella, Justin D. Miller & Jeffrey C. Rupp

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Discover.
Services as unique 
as the life lived.

Heather Wilson - 734-799-6775
snaphappymonroe@gmail.com

Families - Weddings - Baptisms & more...


