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W henever Catholic 
Christians celebrate 
any Sacrament, or any 

liturgical event, that celebration is 
always situated in a proclamation 
of the Word of God; there is always 
at least one reading from the 
Holy Scriptures.  The Mass is the 
classic example—the first half is 
always the proclamation and the 
preaching.  In one sense, hearing 
and reflecting on God’s Word 
prepares us to go the altar and 
offer praise and thanksgiving to 
God in the Eucharist, the “Great 
Thanksgiving.”  We return praise 
and thanks to God because God 
has saved us in Christ.  

I find it very edifying when people 
are Bible literate.  There are many, 
however, who would like to be, yet 
have never really read the Bible on 
their own. With summer coming, 
it is an opportunity to read a good 
book just for enjoyment.  How 
much more enriching it is when 
that book is the Bible! 

I don’t recommend that people 
simply start at the beginning and 
try to go “cover to cover” and read 
through it all.  Getting through 
Genesis and Exodus is easy 
enough and seems interesting to 
the reader.  By the time they get 
to Leviticus and Deuteronomy, 

though, most people give up 
through sheer frustration and 
boredom.  I do recommend that 
people start with either one of the 
Gospels (such as Mark) or one of 
Paul’s letters (such as the letter 
to the Romans or I Corinthians).  
Be sure to get a Catholic Bible, 
such as the Jerusalem Bible or 
the Revised New American Bible 
(the version used at Mass) since a 
Catholic version is more complete. 
It would prove very fruitful to get a 
good Bible commentary and read 
along in it simultaneously.  

Besides the importance of what 
you read, is how you read it.  One 
way to read the Scriptures is simply 
to go through it all the way, as 
one reads a novel for information 
and enjoyment.  A better way is 
to read slowly, thoughtfully, and 
prayerfully—here I mean to really 
digest it as you read, perhaps to 
respond in prayer when something 
moves you.  The goal is not to “get 
through it” but to encounter God 
in the reading.  Take a chapter 
or a smaller portion each day. 
Questions such as “What is God 
saying to me in this particular 
passage?” foster such reflection. 

Have you been meaning to read 
more of the Bible?  Try it today! 

A beautiful image 
of Our Blessed 
Mother Mary, 
located at St. 

Charles Borromeo
Church, Newport



T he blisters are healing and 
our feet are up, but we’re 
certainly glad we did it! For 
the weekend of July 16-
19, our team, the Monroe 

Vicariate Evangelization & Catechesis 
Committee, went on a 50 mile spiritual 
journey from St. Joseph in Erie to 
historic Ste. Anne’s in Detroit. The goal 
of “Rise from the Ashes” Pilgrimage was 
threefold: 1) to repent for the collective 
sins of our community and society; 2) to 
renew the Catholic Church in the truth 
and hope that Christ, the Apostles, and 
the Early Church passed on to us; 3) to 
honor the life of Fr. Gabriel Richard, a 
holy priest who did so much in building 
up the Catholic faith here in the Monroe 
Vicariate.

We set off on foot from St. Joseph’s 
at 3:10 PM on Thursday, July 16, 
starting our journey with the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet. Cornfields, tractors, and 
farmhouses surrounded us as we took 
a winding route through Erie and La 
Salle. Team members were encouraged 
to share their faith testimony with each 
other as we walked. We then stopped 
around 6pm for a quick dinner and 
popsicles at a bridge crossing Otter 
Creek. After eating, we finished the 
day’s journey by praying the Angelus, 
Litany of Saints, and a livestream 
Rosary as we walked into downtown 

Monroe. Thankfully the weather was 
cooler from an earlier rainfall during 
our first leg of the pilgrimage. We 
finished the night at St. Mary Monroe 
with snacks, fellowship, and a spiritual 
reflection by Deacon Zaid Chabaan. 

The next morning our group headed 
over to St. Michael’s across the river 
for the 8:15 Friday Mass celebrated 
by Fr. Phil Ching. Following Mass, we 
made a brief stop for coffee and started 
our longest leg of the pilgrimage--18 
miles in one day--to Rockwood. Along 
the route we discussed ways we could 
facilitate a noticeable growth in faith in 
the Vicariate over the next ten years. 
Between Monroe and Rockwood, our 
team noticed at least twenty outdoor 

statues of our Blessed Mother, who 
was certainly watching over us as we 
walked in 90 degree plus heat. We 
also made stops at my grandparents’ 
house, Gerald and Ruth Masserant 
and The Mitten Cafe & Bakeshop in 
Newport for a late lunch and a blessing 
by Deacon Zaid. By the time we made 
it to the steps of St. Mary Rockwood, 
we were exhausted and rested on their 
front lawn for ten minutes. We then 
proceeded a few more miles, where 
we ended up at the home of Erica 
Hartman--a member of our team--
around 7:30pm. 

On Saturday, July 18, we started 
the day with daily Mass at St. Mary’s 
in Rockwood, which was celebrated 
by Fr. Jim Rafferty. We then headed 
out for the day, essentially taking 
Jefferson north through the Downriver 
Region. The team took a little shortcut 
by crossing over a small stream near 
Trenton’s Elizabeth Park. We then 
stopped for a lunch at St. Joseph’s 
Trenton where a familiar face greeted 
us, Fr. Stephen Rooney. We prayed a 
special rosary inside St. Joseph’s so 
that Fr. Rooney will lead his parish in 
the truth and love of Christ. Afterwards 
we continued north through Wyandotte, 
once again praying the Litany of the 
Saints, the Angelus, and the Novena to 
St. Anne. We ended the night around 
7pm at St. Andre Besette, where Mary 
Moroz, a St. Andre Besette parishioner 
fed us an amazing spaghetti dinner. 

WALKING THE “RISE FROM THE ASHES” PILGRIMAGE
50 miles to Repent, Renew, and Honor

BY JOE BOGGS, Monroe Vicariate Evangelization & Catechesis Chair

St. Mary Parish, Monroe

Deacon Zaid blesses 
 Gerald and Ruth Masserant

Crossing a stream near  
Elizabeth Park in Trenton



With rain forecasted in the afternoon, 
the team decided it would be best 
to head out earlier than scheduled 
for our final destination: historic Ste. 
Anne’s, the newest basilica in the U.S. 

We continued north on Jefferson as 
we passed through the remainder of 
Ecorse, through River Rouge, and we 
took our first break near Zug Island. 
Just a mile up the road, we spotted a 
small Detroit fire station and decided 
to stop and admire the gleaming fire 
truck inside. Sure enough, a firefighter 
by the name of Brandon greeted us 
a few moments later. He shared his 
concerns for the city and the potential 
for this particular fire station to be 
closed. Yet, Brandon continued to 
express hope for the future of the city 
and thinks better days are ahead. We 
left him with a miraculous medal of Our 
Blessed Mother and a Job’s tears rosary 
made by my Grandparents. Just after 
leaving the fire station, we realized we 
were running a little behind schedule 
for the Noon Mass, so we opted to pick 
up the pace. We passed by Fort Wayne 
and under the Ambassador Bridge in 
record time, praying one final Rosary 
as Ste. Anne’s came fully into our view. 
We made it to the steps of the church 
around 11:45AM and were welcomed 
by numerous Ste. Anne staff members, 
congratulating us on completing the 
pilgrimage. 

The Mass itself was a special one, 
fittingly commemorating the French 
heritage of the parish. Fr. Patrick 
Gonyeau gave a powerful sermon, 
emphasizing that the Spirit of Detroit 
is the Holy Spirit and will infuse the city 
once more if we are willing to become 
instruments of and for Christ. Following 
the conclusion of Mass, we prayed 
the Novena to Ste. Anne and were 

blessed by first class relics of Christ’s 
Grandmother. The team was then invited 
back to a side chapel by Monsignor 
Kosanke, where he gave us a quick 
lesson on the life of Fr. Gabriel Richard 
in front of his encased tomb. And just as 
Monsignor began to show us the rest of 
Ste. Anne’s Basilica, thunder and rain 
started to fall from the sky. We thanked 
God for nudging us to change our 
walking schedule! With Monsignor, our 
team ended our spiritual journey with 
some physical nourishment: takeout 
from a local Mexican restaurant. We 
enjoyed one final meal together before 
we all headed our separate ways home.

I can’t fully express the numerous 
graces and blessings the pilgrimage 
bestowed upon myself and the entire 
Vicariate Evangelization & Catechesis 
team. We know that our Blessed 
Mother’s intercession and the prayers 
of those back home allowed us to 
complete the journey. We can’t thank 
all of you enough who strengthened 
us in prayer! Our team has come back 
from this inaugural pilgrimage renewed, 
ready to serve God and the people of 
Monroe County with a greater love in the 
upcoming year.  

Peace & Justice

Welcoming People 
with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder 
According to the Center for Disease 
Control, Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) was deemed the fastest 
growing developmental disability in 
the United States with the autism 
prevalence increasing by nearly 10 
percent to 1 in 54 children in 2016. 
Significant progress has been made 
in the number of screenings by age 3 
with boys being four times more likely 
to be diagnosed than girls; however, 
there is a need to understand the 
gender gap in prevalence and ensure 
girls on the spectrum are receiving 
the necessary care. 
The current Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual (DSM-5) published by the 
American Psychiatric Association 
(2013) defines Autism Spectrum 
Disorder as involving persistent 
deficits in social communication / 
interactions and restricted, repetitive 
patterns of behavior. ASD is a 
spectrum so the characteristics may 
vary considerably in severity and type. 
Characteristics on the mild end of 
the spectrum include difficulties with 
social clues and / or difficulty making 
eye contact.  Characteristics on the 
more severe end of the spectrum 
include significant cognitive, 
communication and functional 
impairments, which may consist of 
nonverbalism and / or significant 
behavior disorders. 
The National Catholic Partnership 
for Disability stated that meaningful 
participation in the Church for people 
with ASD involves individualized 
attention as well as a diverse 
repertoire of resources and 
accommodations.

If your parish provides resources for 
people with disabilities, please contact 
Valerie Tyldesley, valerie.tyldesley@
gmail.com, so the information can 
be published in the Monroe Vicariate 
Newsletter.

“Rise from the Ashes” Pilgrimage – Continued

Near the Ambassador Bridge

Basilica of Sainte Anne de Détroit
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Experience the DifferenceExperience the Difference

www.merklefs.comwww.merklefs.com

2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185

14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070

9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.

Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net  • (734) 241-8966

A CRH COMPANY

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!

315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

NEW Treatment for Age spots

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology

Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.
Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted

Offering Full Body Skin Exams! 
We evaluate skin cancer, moles, 

psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

Quality Craftsmanship
 since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction
• Commerical - Construction & Renovation

	 Certified	rubber	roofing	installation	and	repair
 www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

IHM Senior Living Community
short-term rehab 
skilled nursing 

post-hospital stay

 734.240.9697 

610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe, MI

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
734-241-4600 • www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

Funeral Directors: William A. Bacarella, Justin D. Miller & Jeffrey C. Rupp

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Discover.
Services as unique 
as the life lived.

Heather Wilson - 734-799-6775
snaphappymonroe@gmail.com

Families - Weddings - Baptisms & more...


