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“Where’s Father?” Many a caller asks this question of 
the parish secretary. “So, where is he? Why can’t he 
take my call right now? Why can’t he get back to me 
right away?” 

People remember a time when, even as late as the 
1970s or 1980s, some parishes had three or four priests. 
Now these same parishes are down to one priest—or less! 
Unfortunately, not everyone realizes that expectations 
have to change; it is not fair 
or reasonable to demand the 
same workload of one priest, to 
compensate for the work load 
done by three or four priests over 
thirty or forty years ago. 

Here are some reasons why 
Father might not be immediately 
available: 

Aside from Mass and 
Sacramental ministry in his parish, 
Father might be at a meeting 
or appointment, perhaps at a 
meeting at a different location 
than the parish campus. Being 
a good administrator means 
attending meetings, although it is 
physically impossible to be at every 
meeting. Being interested in the 
lives of his parishioners, he may be 
meeting with a bereaved family, or 
a couple engaged to be married. 

Father may be visiting the 
hospital, or the home of a sick 
parishioner. There are requests 
for sick visits, some asking for 
Confession, Communion, or the Anointing of the Sick. 

Father may be performing a ministry, serving a larger 
community outside the parish boundaries. Father may 
be teaching a course at the seminary, or helping to form 
seminarians, or he may be a chaplain at the local parochial 
school. He may serve as a board member or chaplain to 
some other institution or organization. 

On occasion, Father may get called on to assist at a 
neighboring parish, taking a Mass or helping at a penance 
service. 

Father may be praying privately, or doing some spiritual 
reading, or he may be preparing for his Sunday homily. A 

decent homily requires preparation, and 
he needs time to pray so that the well 
does not run dry. He may be away on a 

long retreat. 
In addition to teaching, Father may be 

taking a course of study or a workshop 
to keep himself informed and fresh in his 

ministry. 
As a human being, Father may be 

healthy everyone needs down time. 

vacation. (Canon law provides for 
thirty days of vacation each year.) 

In the life of every priest, there are 

after morning Mass until 9:00 or 
10:00 at night. Father really doesn’t 
want to return calls that late in the 
evening, since most families and 
individuals are winding down for the 
night. 

family members that need his time 
during a crisis or long period of 

themselves as caretakers for family 
members since they are “available” 
unlike their married siblings. 

Speaking of health, Father may be 
visiting the doctor, trying to safeguard 

his own physical health. If he has any health issues, these 

physical exercise such a walk or health club visit in order to 
stay healthy. Father may be doing other “everyday people” 
things like shopping at the grocery store, getting a haircut, 
getting his taxes done, getting the oil changed, or having his 
car repaired. 

Despite his busyness, Father will do all he can to be 
present when there is an emergency (if this is physically 

And even when he’s not there to answer the phone, his 
parishioners are on his mind and in his prayers. 

“I will appoint for you  
shepherds after my own heart, 

who will shepherd you  
wisely and prudently.”

Jeremiah 3:15

October is Clergy Appreciation Month
Thank you Monroe Vicariate

Priests and Deacons 



Peace & Justice 

Wheelchairs
• Do not push or touch people’s 

wheelchairs; a wheelchair is 
part of their personal space. 

• When talking to people using 
a wheelchair, either sit at 
their level or stand at a slight 
distance, so that the people 
are not straining their necks to 
make eye contact with you.

• When greeting people who use 
a wheelchair, offer to shake 
their hand, even if it might 
seem as if they may have 
reduced limb movement. This 
maintains social norms and 
also serves to acknowledge 
them as a person, not as their 
disability.

Limited Mobility
People who use canes or 
crutches need their arms to 
balance themselves, so never 
clutch their arm. They might 
lean on a door for support as 

they open the door, so pushing 
the door open from behind or 
unexpectedly opening the door 
may cause them to fall. 
If you offer a seat to a person who 
has limited mobility, offer a chair 
with arms or an elevated seat.
Falls are a problem for people 
who have limited mobility. Post 
adequate warning signs after 

dry as possible.
And please remember, always ask 
people who use wheelchairs and 
people with limited mobility, if they 
would like assistance BEFORE you 
reach out to help them.
If your parish provides resources 
and / or accommodations for 
people with disabilities, please 
contact Valerie Tyldesley, valerie.
tyldesley@gmail.com, so the 
information can be published in 
the Monroe Vicariate Bulletin.

A letter of Gratitude
From the family of 

Fr. Stephen Rooney 
To the friends, colleagues and former parishioners of 

our brother Fr. Stephen Rooney we would like to give you 
all profound thanks for all of the prayers, tributes, cards, 
letters, messages of support and condolences to the 
family that we have received. Stephen’s sudden death 
was a massive shock to his family at home in Ireland 
and in the USA and, in many ways, we are still struggling 
to come to terms with his loss. We have a large family 
of which 13 of us survived into adulthood, and we did 

we certainly did not expect it to happen in the sudden 
way he was taken from us. As the saying goes, “Man 
proposes, and God disposes.” 

It gave us great comfort 
over this recent period 
of weeks to learn 
about the positive 
impact our brother had 
on the lives of so many 
people in the parishes 
where he ministered 
over the past 34 years. 

Stephen as a gift from Ireland to the diocese of Detroit, 
during his funeral mass. Stephen may have left Ireland 
34 years ago, but he carried with him the values that he 
was brought up with and that is why he was such a good 
pastor. 

You could not have asked for a better brother/son/
uncle than Stephen. At times of crisis, he would be 

to share his wisdom and to offer compassion always. 
And at this point, we miss having Stephen to guide us 
through this time of crisis. We are glad that so many 
of you got to know the qualities of Stephen and were 

 Thank you for your prayers and love. 
The Rooney Family, Ireland
Jim, Betty, Marie, Eddie, Gerald, Patrick, Dolores, Hugh, 
Pilip, Brendan, Bernadette and Paula

Disability Etiquette: People Who Use Wheelchairs  
or Other Mobility Devices

“Stephen as a gif t from Ireland to 
the diocese of Detroit...”
Fr. Marc Gawronski 

Fr. Rooney’s Funeral Mass



Top “Liked” Photos on the Vicariate Facebook Page

OUTDOOR BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF 
MATTHEW AT MCES–ST. MARY CAMPUS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RECENT 
CONFIRMANDI AT ST. ANNE PARISH, MONROE

Spirituality and the Twelve Steps
Thursdays, Nov. 5–19, 6:30–8 p.m.

will explore the Twelve Steps, discovering God is wherever there is 

the attachments we have to certain behaviors that may interfere 
with our relationship with God. We will ponder the gifts of living 

a balance life.  Participants need not be familiar with the Twelve 

The suggested offering is $30. The registration deadline is Oct. 
29. To register, contact River House – IHM Spirituality Center 

access the webinar will be provided at registration.

A Day of Mindfulness
Saturday, Oct. 24, 9:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
Esther Kennedy, OP, will offer a “Day of Mindfulness:  Oneness with 
the Universe.”  The event will be held at River House – IHM Spirituality 
Center and as an online webinar. The practice of mindfulness, of 
conscious breathing can awaken in each of us the call to participate 
in the healing of our planet and of this living universe. We will attend 
to our collective awakening and discern ways to care for one another 
and our precious planet. Prior experience is not necessary.
The registration deadline is Oct. 16; the suggested offering is 

House is accessible only by stairs.

COVID-19 RELIEF 
FISH FRY

Friday, November 6, 2020
DRIVE THRU ONLY

$10.00 small combo dinner

NO SUBSTITUTES

potatoes, green beans, and desert
St. Gabriel Parish

Ida, Michigan, 48140

IHM River House Spirituality Center 

VICARIATE YOUTH MASS AT ST. ANNE WITH  
FR. DAVID BURGARD, DCN. MIKE STEWART,  

AND DCN. ZAID CHABAAN
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Experience the DifferenceExperience the Difference

www.merklefs.comwww.merklefs.com
2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185

14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070

9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.

Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net  • (734) 241-8966

A CRH COMPANY

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!

315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

NEW Treatment for Age spots

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology

Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.
Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted

Offering Full Body Skin Exams! 
We evaluate skin cancer, moles, 

psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

Quality Craftsmanship
 since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction
• Commerical - Construction & Renovation

	 Certified	rubber	roofing	installation	and	repair
 www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

IHM Senior Living Community
short-term rehab 
skilled nursing 

post-hospital stay

 734.240.9697 

610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe, MI

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

 1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
 734-241-4600 • www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

Funeral Directors: William A. Bacarella, Owner | Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO |  Jeffrey C. Rupp, Funeral Director | Deanna M. Maurice, Funeral Director

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Discover.
Services as unique 
as the life lived.

Heather Wilson - 734-799-6775
snaphappymonroe@gmail.com

Families - Weddings - Baptisms & more...


