
“I wish you an Advent of joyful 
anticipation, productive watching, and 

fulfilled waiting!  Happy Advent!”
– Fr. Mike

THE DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY 2021 ISSUE IS MONDAY, DECEMBER 21ST

Please email information to: Crysti Esper at communications@monroevicariate.com. Thank you!
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With the First Sunday of Advent, we have 
begun a new Liturgical Year of 2021.  
Happy New Year! 

First, Advent is a season of joyful anticipation.  
It is not Lent, and it is not a mini-Lent before 

corresponding weekdays, the Scripture readings and Mass orations speak 
about readiness to meet Christ at the Second Coming.  After December 17, 
 the reading and prayers focus more on preparing for Christmas.  At my parish 
of Divine Grace, we use a different liturgical color, a blue-violet for Advent that 
is distinct from the red-purple of Lent.  The blue-violet colors such as Sarum 
blue or indigo were used in some places centuries ago for Advent, symbolic of 
the night sky before the dawn. 

When one has not seen a friend or relative for a long time, and a date is 
set for an upcoming visit, one gets more and more excited as the meeting 
time grows closer.  The Church gives us the season of Advent to anticipate 
meeting Christ in this same way.  

Second, Advent is about watching.  It is not watching in the sense that 
one watches a good movie or a game for entertainment or to see what the 
outcome may be.  Rather, it is active watching that includes performing 
deeds of charity that help to make the world a better place.  It means being 
alert to discover Christ wherever he may be found. 

Finally, Advent is about waiting.  Have you noticed that people nowadays 
are unable to wait for anything?  When the computer fails to load the 
webpage fast enough, we’re ready to throw it out the window. Sometimes 
we treat other people the same way—the waitstaff at a restaurant or the 
people behind the store counter.  I have observed many a customer say rude 
and unkind things because their order wasn’t right or it didn’t appear fast 
enough!  Sometimes we treat God in the same way—“Lord, give me patience, 
and I want it now!” goes the old joke. Remember, it took centuries for the 
promised Messiah to come in the person of Jesus Christ, and only when 
things were ready in God’s sight. We forget that God is in control and that 

things must happen 
in God’s time.  And if 
God doesn’t deliver 
quickly enough, don’t 
we sometimes pout 
and give God the silent 
treatment?  

A German pastor by 
the name of Dietrich Bonhoeffer was arrested, imprisoned, and eventually 
executed by the Nazi regime for opposing Adolph Hitler.  In a letter to a loved 
one, he stated, “Life in a prison cell reminds me of a great deal of Advent.  
One waits and hopes and putters around.  But in the end, what we do is 
of little consequence.  The door is shut and can only be opened from the 
outside.”  Sometimes, only God can set us free, and we must wait.  

PHOTO OF THE ADVENT WREATH AND ALTAR AREA AT DIVINE 
GRACE PARISH, ST. PATRICK CHURCH IN CARLETON
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Peace & Justice 
Disability Etiquette: People with Low Vision

Monroe Knights of Columbus, Council #1266
cordially invites you to

“A Knight for Caring & Sharing”
Friday, January 15, 2021

Monroe Knights of Columbus Hall
202 W. Front St., Monroe, MI

Preview – 6:00 pm & Auction – 7:00 pm

There will be an extensive collection of
art and sports & music memorabilia  

with something for everyone.
An exciting “edge of your seat”  

live auction experience and new-style silent auction!
Presented by Azalea Fundraising Auctions

Tickets $20 and includes:
• hors d’oeuvres
• complimentary drink
• cash bar, soft drinks, coffee 
• dessert
• door prizes from Azalea
• Including a BIG door prize of a  

special Thomas Kinkade painting!

Adult event – Casual attire
Cash, checks, and credit cards accepted

TICKETS OR QUESTIONS 
Call David (734) 652-8078  or Julian  (734) 755-3570

Be a sponsor and receive a THANK YOU AD  
in the event program!

Come and support the Knights and their 
generous service of helping those in need in 

the greater Monroe community!

for both their personal comfort and their safety.
• Written material in large print  

(14 point font or larger is easiest to read)
• Clear font with appropriate spacing  

(Sans Serif is easiest to read)
• Avoid using all uppercase letters because the use of all 

be able to distinguish the end of a sentence
• Labels and signs should be clearly lettered in contrasting colors 

(white letters on a black background are the easiest to read)

• Good lighting is important, but the lighting should not be too 
bright since shiny paper or walls can produce a glare that 
disturbs people’s eyes

• Keep walkways clear of obstructions
• When people with low vision attend Mass, please inform them 

about any physical changes, such as rearranged furniture, 
equipment, or other items

If your parish provides resources and / or accommodations for 
people with disabilities, please contact Valerie Tyldesley, valerie.
tyldesley@gmail.com, so the information can be published in the 
Monroe Vicariate Bulletin.

A LETTER FROM HEARTBEAT OF MONROE

Dear Friends of Heartbeat
 In 2019,Heartbeat had over 1,984 client visits. We gave 
out 34,217 diapers,  1200 cans of formula 
and 300,980 baby items. Since the governor’s 
shutdown orders of March 24, 2020, Heartbeat 
has remained open for our clients. We have 
been able to do so because we are an exempt 
organization that “provides food...and other 
necessities of life for economically disadvantaged 
or otherwise needy individuals.”
However, we have had the usual expenses of rent, salaries (we 
have two, part-time staff members) and utilities. We have had 
to cancel our annual-banquet, our baby-bottle drives at area 
churches, and our Sweet Things Happen event. Needless to 
say, we have had to “cinch our belts,” but we are still here for 
our clients.
 Heartbeat is blessed to be a blessing and you made it 
possible by your support of this center. I understand that these 
are very tough times for all of us. If you are able to give to 
Heartbeat, we thank you. If you are unable to give at this time, 
we understand and we would ask you to pray for Heartbeat 
and its ministry to those who are poor and living on the edge.
His for life,
Margaret Horvath, Executive Director

You can contact Heartbeat of Monroe at  
123 W. First St., Monroe, MI 48161  

734-243-6550

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
 Mass Times at all parishes

 Priests & Deacons contact information
 Directions to our Churches

 Catholic Schools Information

www.monroevicariate.com



Around Our Monroe Vicariate Schools
Heavenly Father, we ask that you protect all students and teachers who are returning to school,  

in person or online, and give parents and guardians peace about their child’s education and their well-being. 
Bless the body, mind, and soul of every students, teacher, and faculty member. May they celebrate your glory 

and use their education to build your kingdom of peace.

In Jesus Christ’s name.
AMEN

SMCC 2020 CHAMPION VOLLEYBALL TEAM HALLOWEEN AT MCES EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PRESCHOOL ON THE ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS

LEARNING ABOUT FAVORITE SAINTS AT  
ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, ERIE

DIGGING AND MAKING FOSSIL IMPRINTS AT  
ST. CHARLES ACADEMY, NEWPORT

D.A.R.E. PROGRAM AT ST. PATRICK SCHOOL, 
CARLETON

BUILDING A SNOWMAN AT ST. CHARLES ACADEMY, 
NEWPORT

PRESCHOOL AT ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, ERIE

SMCC FRESHMAN, XAVIER MEMIJE, 
MADE A VETERAN’S DAY, TRIBUTE 

HONORING THE HEROES THAT HAVE 
SERVED OUR GREAT COUNTRY.

PREPARING FOR THE LIVE NATIVITY AT ST. 
PATRICK SCHOOL, CARLETON

MCES 8TH GRADE SERVING  
MASS AT ST. MARY PARISH
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Experience the DifferenceExperience the Difference

www.merklefs.comwww.merklefs.com
2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185

14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070

9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.

Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net  • (734) 241-8966

A CRH COMPANY

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!

315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

NEW Treatment for Age spots

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology

Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.
Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted

Offering Full Body Skin Exams! 
We evaluate skin cancer, moles, 

psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

Quality Craftsmanship
 since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction
• Commerical - Construction & Renovation

	 Certified	rubber	roofing	installation	and	repair
 www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

IHM Senior Living Community
short-term rehab 
skilled nursing 

post-hospital stay

 734.240.9697 

610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe, MI

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

 1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
 734-241-4600 • www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

Funeral Directors: William A. Bacarella, Owner | Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO |  Jeffrey C. Rupp, Funeral Director | Deanna M. Maurice, Funeral Director

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Discover.
Services as unique 
as the life lived.

Heather Wilson - 734-799-6775
snaphappymonroe@gmail.com

Families - Weddings - Baptisms & more...


