
This issue of the Monroe Vicariate 
Newsletter is specially dedicated 
to the Permanent Diaconate. 

being associated or assigned with 

permanent deacons ministering 
here in the Monroe Vicariate. 

A deacon is not a priest, nor 

ordained (through the Sacrament 

Bishops/Priests/ Deacons. 
Permanent deacons existed in 

the early Church—take St. Stephen 
in the Acts of the Apostles as an 
example.  Although being ordained 
to the diaconate has always been 
a step toward ordination to the 

permanent deacons became 

Vatican II restored the permanent 
diaconate. A man may be married 
before ordination to the diaconate, 
and may marry after ordination 
only with extraordinary permission. 
The permanent deacon may hold a 

At liturgical functions you will 
recognize the deacon, because he 

and crossed at the right, whereas 
the bishop and priest wear the stole 

front.  More formally, the deacon may 

Mass, which differs from the priest’s 

other times, a permanent deacon 
may wear a clerical collar during his 
ministry if it is helpful, but clerical 
dress is not required. 

At his ordination, the deacon is 

You will see deacons regularly 
assisting the presiding priest at 
Sunday Masses, proclaiming the 

Intercessions, and preaching the 
homily on occasion.  Deacons also 
perform Baptisms, funeral rites 

outside of Mass.  A deacon may 

Prayer. I know that there are many 

depending on the discretion of the 
Parish Pastor and the needs of the 
parishioners.  A permanent deacon 

Education Director, Christian 

Unlike a priest, the deacon 
cannot preside at Eucharist 

absolution, or anoint the sick. 
In formal writing, the deacon 

You may address him in speech 

greet your deacon after Mass—or 

his important ministry.  

Summer Peace, 
Fr. Mike Woroniewicz
Vicar

THE DEADLINE FOR THE AUGUST ISSUE IS MONDAY, AUGUST 2ND

Please email information to: Crysti Esper at communications@monroevicariate.com. Thank you!
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“We are greatly 
blessed to have several 
permanent deacons 

ministering here in the 
Monroe Vicariate.”

ON THE RIGHT, FR. MIKE WORONIEWICZ, PASTOR 
OF DIVINE GRACE PARISH AND MONROE VICARIATE 
VICAR WITH DEACON TRACY ESPER.



Deacon Michael Lee Hammond 
St. Gabriel, Ida and Dundee     

 

Deacon Mike Stewart
Family-Deacon (in solidum family) South Monroe 2

I’m a husband, a dad, and a grandpa, I am often called to work with couples preparing for 

struggling through some crisis in their life, particularly grief or a crisis of faith. Sometimes, the 
gift of my ministry is simply in sitting with someone outside of words, maybe holding a hand, 

Deacon George Cousino, Senior Retired
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Temperance

many of which were for my own family.  
My calling to the diaconate has enriched my prayer life.  As a deacon, we are required 

further into this wonderful, rewarding ministry.  



Deacon Marty Selmek
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Temperance

Temperance.  This was a great blessing since the entire campus at Mt. Carmel is wheelchair 
accessible, including the altar.  

annulments that come through our parish. 

Deacon Tracy Esper 
Divine Grace, Carleton and Maybee  

able to minister together in areas such as Marriage Prep, Baptisms, and ministering to those 

Being a deacon also means walking with those who are hurting and suffering in some way. 

as a Catholic spiritual guide (where I accompany Catholic men along the path toward their 

men from other Christian traditions as well as non-Christian faiths.

Deacon David Drysdale 
St. Mary, Our Lady of the 
Annunciation, Rockwood
Ordained: 2015  

Deacon Ken Trabbic
St. Joseph, Erie
Ordained: 2002 



“Permanent 
deacons provide 
an encouraging 
witness to the 
love and mercy 
of Christ. They 
bring the light 
and presence 
of Jesus into 

many different 
areas of society 
– preaching the 
Gospel in their 
jobs, within their 
families, to the 
poor, and among 
their broader 
communities…   
I encourage 
my brother 

bishops and all 
the faithful to 
say a prayer of 
thanksgiving for 
the good ministry 
of our permanent 
deacons in the 
United States.”   

Metuchen, chairman of the 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops Committee 

and Vocations

Are you being called to be a permanent deacon?

 

 
 

Deacon Marty Selmek has been 
a member of Monroe’s Vicariate 
Vocations Committee since his 
ordination. Above, he participates in 
the Monroe Vicariate Vocations Mass.

Deacon Mike Stewart proclaims the 
Gospel at a city of Monroe “Mass in the 
Park” a few years ago.

Deacon Mike Hammond prepares the 
altar for Holy Communion at his former 
assignment, St. Anne Parish.

During the pandemic, 
Deacon Ken Trabbic, 
along with Fr. Mark 
Prill, blessed the Erie 
and LaSalle areas 
with a “traveling” 
Blessed Sacrament.

Deacon David Drysdale 
followed a unique path 
in his discernment as a 
permanent deacon, one 
that involved discipline, 
forgiveness and Tae 
Kwon Do. Deacon 
Drysdale said his wife 
was instrumental in his 
decision to return to the 
Church. (Photo courtesy 
of Detroit Catholic)

Deacon George Cousino, anoints a little one prior 
to her baptism with the oil of the catechumens.

Deacon Tracy Esper baptizes a baby into 
the Body of Christ at Divine Grace Parish in 
Carleton.



Peace & Justice 
Disability Awareness

What is an Intellectual Disability?
According to the American Association on Intellectual 

limitations in both intellectual functioning and in 

conceptual, social, and practical skills that are used 

literacy, numerical concepts including time and 
money, and self-direction. Social skills include, but 
are not limited to, social responsibility, self-esteem, 
and the ability to follow rules / obey laws. Practical 

routines, safety, and the use of money.
Intellectual disabilities originate before the age of 

functioning. 

Disabilities:
• Keep communication simple, using short 

sentences and completing one topic before 

• 
• Ask if the person has any questions or if there is 

anything that they would like you to explain. If you 
feel it is necessary, repeat what you thought the 
person said to you and ask if your understanding 
is correct. 

Monroe Vicariate 

because that’s what we are, fathers, husbands, sons, working guys. The men 

The Knights Of Columbus is the worlds largest Catholic Fraternal Service 
Organization, Charity is our foremost Principle. To learn more about  us at 
www.kofcmonroe1266.com

Knights in Action
Monroe Council #1266

Monroe Knights of Columbus, Council #1266

“Knights for Life”
Saturday, August 21, 2021

Monroe Knights of Columbus Hall
202 W. Front St., Monroe, MI

Preview – 6:00 pm & Auction – 7:00 pm
There will be an extensive collection of art and sports & music 

memorabilia
live auction experience  

Presented by Azalea Fundraising Auctions
Tickets $20 and includes:
• 
• complimentary drink
• cash bar, soft drinks, coffee 
• dessert
• door prizes from Azalea
• Including a BIG door prize of a  

special Thomas Kinkade painting!

TICKETS OR QUESTIONS 
Call David (734) 652-8078  or Julian  (734) 755-3570

or from any Knights member

Adult event – Casual attire
Cash, checks, and  

credit cards accepted



 1-J-3-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0284

THIS SPACE IS

Experience the DifferenceExperience the Difference

www.merklefs.comwww.merklefs.com
2442 North Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162
734-384-5185

14567 South Dixie Hwy
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-241-7070

9156 Summit Street
Erie, Michigan 48133
734-848-5185

Stoneco is a MDOT Certified supplier of crushed limestone, sand, and gravel.
Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.

Material Delivery is also available.

www.Stoneco.net  • (734) 241-8966

A CRH COMPANY

Where Skin + Care is beauty inside and out!

315 Stewart Rd, Monroe, MI 48162 • 734-457-4400 Office

NEW Treatment for Age spots

SkinCare Associates, P.C.
Pediatric & Adult Dermatology

Dr. James M. Ulery, Jr., M.D.
Board Certified U of M Trained • Most insurances accepted

Offering Full Body Skin Exams! 
We evaluate skin cancer, moles, 

psoriasis, acne and so much more.
• Cosmetic Services •

Quality Craftsmanship
 since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction
• Commercial - Construction & Renovation

	 Certified	rubber	roofing	installation	and	repair
 www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 
Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

 1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
 734-241-4600 • www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

Funeral Directors: William A. Bacarella, Owner | Justin D. Miller, CFSP, COO |  Jeffrey C. Rupp | Deanna M. Maurice | Alayna M. Hensley, CCSP

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Discover.
Services as unique 
as the life lived.

Heather Wilson - 734-799-6775
snaphappymonroe@gmail.com

Families - Weddings - Baptisms & more...

IHM Senior Living Community
short-term rehab 
skilled nursing 

post-hospital stay

 734-240-9732 

610 W. Elm Ave., Monroe, MI


