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T

hree years ago, Benedictine 

Sister Genevieve Glen, in a 

daily Lenten devotional, offered the 

following reflection for Easter 

Sunday.  Considering the most 

unusual nature of Lent 2020, I 

believe, it truly bears repeating.

Alleluia!  Today and through the 

Easter season to come, that's our 

song.  In Gregorian chant, gospel 

style, and glorious polyphony, 

alleluia washes through our 

churches, chasing away the struggles 

of Lent, the pain of the Passion, the 

silence of Holy Saturday.  Flame 

replaces darkness, and flowers 

replace bare sanctuaries.  

The hard season is done, the 

season of celebration has begun.  I 

can't help hearing a friend's annual 

Easter refrain ringing in my ears:  

"Alleluia, Lent is over!"  She sings it 

privately, of course.

It isn't true.  Amid the Easter 

alleluias, Lent goes underground, 

but it’s work goes on for both 

those who came to it already 

baptized and those newly emerged 

from the baptismal waters. (This 

year, they continue to wait in 

(Continued on page 3)
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ALLELUIA,  ALLELUIA!

SERF Vicariate

Alleluia – He is Risen!

On behalf of St. Clare of Montefalco 

Parish, I would like to extend my Easter 

greetings to all. 

In spite of the challenges that the 

current situation presents - I hope and 

pray - we all open our hearts and minds 

to receive the Good News of the 

Resurrection; that we stand firm on our 

faith of the empty tomb and share the 

Message with others.

May the gifts and blessings of the 

Paschal Mystery – Jesus’ dying and 

rising - resonate within us during this 

holy season.

Christ is alive -Alleluia!

Easter blessings,

~Fr. Andrew Kowalczyk, CSMA

Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

The great solemnity of Easter allows us, 

especially this year, to look at the death 

and resurrection of our Lord through a 

different lens. The COVID-19 crisis 

has upended our world and each of us 

individually. The greatest challenge, and 

yet the greatest opportunity we have 

right now, is to keep people focused on 

Jesus. Stay close to him! Bring Jesus 

into your hearts and homes unlike any 

other time in your life. He wants to be 

present. He wants to be near us. While 

we may not be able to receive him 

sacramentally at this time, he is still 

present as we make our spiritual 

communions and participate in Mass, 

Holy Hours, and other prayer services 

online. The message of Easter is that 

every Good Friday brings about an 

Easter Sunday. The Good Friday we 

are experiencing in 2020 with the 

COVID-19 crisis will also see its Easter 

Sunday. We may not know when, but 

we have to trust that Christ will see it 

through because of his great love for us!

Know of my prayers. Happy Easter.

In Christ,

~Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin

Prayers from St. Veronica

I received this note from one of our 

parishioners that really sums up our 

hopes and prayers.

Dear Father,

We are mindful of your prayers for us 

and our families during this crisis we are 

all experiencing.

Likewise, be assured of our prayers for 

you and all the members of St. Veronica 

and all the parishioners of the parishes in 

the SERF vicariate.

We pray also for your health and safety 

and an end to this suffering. Each 

Sunday we will be in Communion with 

you as we celebrate our Spiritual 

Eucharist.

We fervently hope and pray to be 

reunited with you and our fellow 

parishioners very soon for the 

celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass.

A Blessed and Happy Easter!

May St. Veronica, St. Gianna Molla, 

Blessed Solanus and Our Lady of 

Lourdes protect us always.

My prayers, support and love,

~Father Stan Pachla and the 

Parishioners of St. Veronica

May the Risen Lord give us great 

confidence in his abiding 

presence! This past Lent will only bring 

us great new life as we trust in Him, the 

Light who conquers the darkness of our 

life. Let us rejoice together and sing 

Alleluia!!

~Msgr. Gary Smetanka

He Is Risen!  

His Resurrection Overcame 

Darkness And Death.

Let Us Stand In His Light!

~Rev. James L. Bjorum and the Faith 

Community of Our Lady Of Hope 

Parish, St. Clair Shores

Happy Easter!
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CHRIST IS RISEN!

anticipation of that day.) Lent goes on 

because we have a long journey of 

conversion yet to make as Sundays 

again tempt us out to the shopping mall 

instead of to church, or annoying 

neighbors still annoy, or bad habits 

temporarily squelched reemerge when 

we're not looking.  Christ now 

enthroned in glory urges us forward, 

but he does not allow us to skip over 

real life to get to the happy ending we 

look forward to.  Life is still our 

workshop, discernment and discipline 

our tools, love our practice and our 

goal.

But alleluia lightens the way.  There 

is reason for joy right here, right now, it 

seems to say.  Catch glimpses of it over 

there in that child's laughter, or here in 

the glory of that sunrise, or this evening 

when a loved one calls, or anytime light 

wins against the shadow, and it has and 

always will  (John 1:5).  How can that be 

when the evening news or the morning 

paper or the gossip at the grocery store 

so often bears tales of darkness seeming 

to envelop the world?  Christ --

crucified, buried, and risen -- answers, 

"I am with you always!" (Matthew 

28:20)

Even here in the midst of 

tribulations and temptations, let us sing 

alleluia, says St. Augustine.  Sing not to 

escape the work of conversion but to 

lighten the load.  But sing as travelers 

do, he says, because we have a ways yet 

to go.  Sing alleluia, but keep going!

Christ our life, be our alleluia and 

our goal as we travel forward.  Grant us 

the joy of your risen presence and the 

strength of your love to sustain us on 

the journey.

Commyn’s Sense (Continued from page 1)

Reverend James E. Commyn

SERFVicar@stlucychurch.com

Dear Brother and Sisters,

Blessings of Easter Joy!

Though the circumstances under 

which we celebrate Easter are 

different, it does not change the 

reality of a great and awesome 

reality. Jesus Christ is risen from the 

dead. Jesus is victorious over sin and 

death. Jesus will continue to guide us 

and show us the way through this 

difficult time in our lives. Be 

hopeful. Be joyful trusting in God’s 

goodness. We are a people victorious 

in the risen life of Jesus Christ. 

Know of my prayers of great joy 

and gratitude to Jesus Christ for our 

faith, for our Catholic Church and 

for one another.

~Fr. Jim Bilot

St. Paul on the Lake

Brothers and sisters,  

The Gospel of the Easter Vigil this 

year (Matthew 28: 1-10) tells us that 

“an angel of the Lord…rolled back 

the stone….” It also tells us that 

Jesus, “met them on their way…and 

said…’Do not be afraid…”

The “stone” of the coronavirus will 

eventually be rolled back and we 

shall rise from the pain that has been 

felt by so many.  We are currently in 

a very difficult experience, but Jesus 

will meet us on our way through it, 

and we can hear his words, “Do not 

be afraid.”  

May the blessing of the words of 

Jesus give us hope and the promise 

that we shall all be raised up through 

prayer and trust in God.  Alleluia! “ 

The Lord is risen…he is risen 

indeed!”

~Fr. Ron DeHondt

May Jesus Christ risen from the dead 

fill your soul with hope and trust in 

His loving care for you!

~Fr. Eric Fedewa

Pastor, St. Basil the Great

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Those words are powerful. This 

year they carry a more significant 

meaning for us. As we try to navi-

gate this “new normal”, we have 

been adjusting to different ways to 

live our ‘normal” lives. So too has 

it been with our faith. We are 

learning new ways to staying a 

community of faith.

An image for me this year may 

seem to be out of season. I have 

been thinking about the Christmas 

story of the Grinch who stole 

Christmas. After the Grinch took 

all the material and visible items of 

Christmas from the residents of 

Whoville, they still came out on 

Christmas morning to sing of song 

of praise. So too for us, this East-

er, we may not be able to gather 

with our faith families We may not 

see the Easter lilies and spring 

flowers in church. But we know 

that our faith is alive and that Jesus 

is risen from the dead. He is with 

us! He will fill the emptiness of our 

hearts.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

~Fr. John Wynnycky 

Holy Innocents St. Barnabas

At the Easter Vigil, in every church 

throughout Christendom, a great, 

new Paschal Candle will be blessed 

and lit. This action will be repeated 

hundreds of thousands - perhaps 

millions of times.

It's a sign of Christ, risen from the 

dead. He has crushed death by his 

death and bestowed life to those 

who lay in their tomb.

We sing to this candle: "Jesus 

Christ is the light of the world. A 

light that no darkness can extin-

guish." Perhaps we should, this 

Easter change that. "Jesus Christ is 

the light of the world. A light that 

no virus can extinguish."

~Fr. Tim Pelc

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8). 

Things may be very different this year, 

but it remains, He is risen!

~Fr. David Cybulski
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