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SERF — Serving, Evangelizing/Educating, Reaching Out/Witnessing our Faith

M

ay and June have become months that behave like roller coasters 

for many of us.  They are times of great celebrations, like 

graduations, First Communions, confirmations, our mothers and fathers, 

and Ordinations. This year has put a whole new set of memories and 

meaning on all of these events as we connect by Zoom, cover our faces, 

and practice social distancing.  These times also carry a certain amount of 

sadness:  the completion of a school year that ended abruptly; the loss of 

health or even life; the loss of a job, retirements and senior status for 

some, ending assignments and taking on new ones for others.

A heart-felt thanks to Fathers Craig Marion and John Bettin as they 

complete their first priestly assignments within the SERF Vicariate at the 

end of June.  Know of our prayers and best wishes as you transition into 

new assignments “further north” in Rochester and Clarkston.   An early 

word of welcome to Fr. Andrew Dawson, Fr. Craig and Fr. John’s 

classmate, as he begins his ministry as Associate Pastor at St. Joan of Arc 

in July.

During the last weeks of May our four auxiliary bishops ordained four 

men who will continue to complete their studies in the coming academic 

year and hope to be ordained to the priesthood in 2021.  Congratulations 

to Deacons Robert Voiland, John Dudek, Zaid Chabaan and Ryan 

Eggenberger.

During the first weeks of June, Archbishop Vigneron will ordain five 

men to the priesthood in five separate ceremonies at Blessed Sacrament 

Cathedral.  Separate ceremonies became necessary in order to meet 

(Continued on page 2)

COMMYN’S SENSE

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

All Those Affected 

by the Coronavirus 

Throughout the World

Compassionate and Loving Father,

In the face of confusion and concern

impart to us the calm of

Your presence.

In You allow us to find hope 

and healing.

Be with those who serve the sick and 

give them Your caring hands.

Be with those who lead and give them 

Your spirt of wisdom.

Be with those who have fallen ill and 

give them Your comforting heart.

Wrap Your arms around our world 

and hold us in Your love.

Allow us at this time of trial to then 

serve as instruments of that love

to all we meet.

We ask this in Your Name.

Amen.
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St. John Hospital

Detroit, MI 48236 

313.343.7850

St. Basil the Great

Eastpointe, MI 48021

586.777.5610

www.stbasileastpointe.com

St. Veronica

Eastpointe, MI 48021

586.777.0331

www.stveronica.weconnect.com

St. John’s Deaf Center

Eastpointe, MI 48021

586.439.0146

www.sjdc-oll.org

Our Lady Star of the Sea

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI

313.884.5554

www.olsos.org

St. Ambrose

Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230

313.822.2814

www.stambrosechurch.net

St. Clare of Montefalco

Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230

313.647.5000

www.stclarem.org

St. Paul on the Lake

Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

313.885.8855

www.stpaulonthelake.org

Beaumont Hospital

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

313.473.1656

Our Lady of Hope

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081

586.771.1750

www.olohscs.org

St. Isaac Jogues

Roseville, MI 48066

586.778.5100

www.saintisaacjogues.com

Holy Innocents/St. Barnabas

Roseville, MI 48066

586.777.7543

www.hisbparish.us

St. Pio of Pietrelcina

Roseville, MI 48066

586.777.9116

www.stpioparish.org

St. Joan of Arc

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

586.777.3670

www.sjascs.org

St. Lucy

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

586.771.8300

www.stlucychurch.com

St. Margaret of Scotland

St. Clair Shores, MI 48082

586.293.2240

www.stmargaret-scsmi.org

SERF Vicariate

seating capacity and physical distancing requirements imposed due to the 

coronavirus pandemic.  Congratulations to Fathers John Carlin (pictured in the 

center) Mark Tibai (second from right) and Andrew Mabee (far right).  Father 

David Pellican  (second from left) and Father Colin Fricke (first on the left) 

have east-side roots.  Fr. David’s home parish is Assumption Grotto.  He is also 

one of the first recipients of the Msgr. Peter Lentine Scholarship.  Fr. Colin has 

roots within the SERF Vicariate.  He graduated from Grosse Pointe North 

High; his dad is a Bishop Gallagher High School graduate and classmate of 

mine and Deacon John Thompson.  Fr. Colin’s first assignment will also be 

here in SERF as Associate Pastor at St. Paul on the Lake.

Because of the current health crisis the Diocesan Presbyteral Jubilee 

celebration and the honoring of those achieving Senior Status has been 

postponed.  Some familiar faces who are easing into retirement this year include 

Fr. Ron Babich, former Pastor at Our Lady Queen of All Saints.  Others who 

served in our vicariate as associate pastors early in their ministry include Msgr. 

John Budde, Fr. Brian Chabala, and Fr. Jim Cronk.  Jubilarians celebrating 25 

years of priestly service include Fr. Tim Mazur, former pastor at St. Isaac 

Jogues, and Fathers Bob McCabe and J J Mech whose early assignments were at 

St. Paul and Our Lady Star of the Sea respectively.

Among the nine priests who will be honored for 40 years of service is Fr. 

Ron Essman.  He also served as an Associate Pastor in our vicariate.

Golden Jublilarians include Fr. Tom Puzio and Fr. Don Archambault.  

Father Puzio’s first assignment was at St. Philomena Parish, and Fr. Don began 

his senior status by living and helping at St. Lucy last summer.  

St. Paul native son, Fr. Tom Sutherland, celebrates 60 years of priestly 

service along with Fr. Tom Flynn, Fr. Larry Jackson, Fr. Bob Singelyn and three 

others.

Other Senior priests who will be recognized for more than 60 years of 

service  and have served among us at various times include Fr. Arnie D’Achille, 

Fr. John Child, Fr. John Leo Phalen, Fr. Richard Rakoczy, and Fr. William 

Murphy. 

Both Bishop Gumbleton and Cardinal Maida will celebrate 64 years of 

priesthood this year.

Msgr. John Hall, now residing in our vicariate at American House, 

celebrates 65 years of  priestly ministry.  Classmates Fathers Daniel Complo and  

Francis Weingartz will be remembered for their 66 years of priestly service this 

year.

We are blessed as a church because of your ministry and service.  There are 

still countless other men and women, religious and clergy who have offered 

faithful service to all of our 15 parishes or Catholic institutions in our SERF 

Vicariate;  it’s nearly impossible to recognize them all.

Congratulations to all the Jubilarians, as well as the newly-ordained, newly 

assigned, and others who will be commissioned as lay ecclesial ministers at some 

point this year.  Remember to continue to pray for vocations, and encourage 

others to consider answering the call to serve the Lord and the people of God 

as priests, deacons, in religious life, or as lay leaders in ministry.  

The shared gifts of so many, clergy, religious and laity makes us SERF —

Serving, Evangelizing/Educating, Reaching out in Faith — what we continue to 

be about.  Let’s continue to hold one another in prayer as we use our talents 

Commyn’s Sense (Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 3)
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and energies to continue to Unleash the Gospel in new 

ways throughout the summer.

Continue to stay safe and stay well.  We’re in this 

together more than ever now.

Commyn’s Sense (Continued from page 2)

Reverend James E. Commyn

SERFVicar@stlucychurch.com

Prayer for Vocations 

Loving and generous God,

you called the prophets to bring your word to your 

chosen people.

Your Son, Jesus, called the first disciples

to be bold proclaimers of the good news.

In the modern world, you continue to call

your sons and daughters to the priesthood,

diaconate, and consecrated life.

Calm the chaos and soothe the sounds of our world,

and allow more to hear your soft voice calling them to 

pick up their cross and follow.

May the Holy Spirit fall upon your church in a 

profound way, so that we may experience a 

tremendous harvest of grace.

May vocations increase ever abundantly

and may your church stand as a witness to the world

of the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Vocation or Calling

Question: 

Can you explain what we mean by a vocation or 

calling? I have heard this term used in many 

different contexts and am not sure what it means. 

Does it apply to religious life?

Answer:

A vocation or calling refers to a spiritual experience 

whereby a person senses within oneself the closeness 

of God and what he is asking in one's life. It is a 

realization of what one's part in God's plan could be. 

Vocation comes in all kinds of ways. Some are as 

dramatic as St. Paul's, being knocked off his horse, 

blinded, and hearing God's voice. Others are less 

dramatic, often occurring over time through little 

events and personal interests. Others happen in a 

hurry, accompanied by great spiritual insight or 

conversion. We often think that this applies to 

religious vocation, but in fact, every Christian has a 

vocation, a calling to serve others in and through the 

church. Whether married or single, religious or lay, 

we are all called to live out our baptismal 

commitment to preach and teach the Gospel 

message. Each of us has our role to play in God's 

plan, and we become coworkers with God in the 

work of redemption. With a little confidence, a 

willing spirit and God's grace, we can and will 

respond to his unique call.

©LPi
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Repair & Install AllRepair & Install All
Domestic Washers, Dryers, Domestic Washers, Dryers, 
Dishwashers, Refrigerators,Dishwashers, Refrigerators,

Minor Plumbing & ElectricalMinor Plumbing & Electrical
Over 50 Years ExperienceOver 50 Years Experience

ALL WORK GUARANTEEDALL WORK GUARANTEED

(586) 469-3310(586) 469-3310
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Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

WWW.SAFETYONEELECTRIC.COM

Rob & Barb Dobson, St. Lucy Parishioners
28460 Groesbeck • Roseville, MI 

(one block south of 12 mile)

586-777-9400
Maacoroseville@gmail.com

www.maaco.com
“Save up to $500 off your insurance deductible!”

Reliability, Integrity, Quality Workmanship
PAINTING, PLASTER, CARPENTRY

BRICK, GUTTER, ROOF WORK
Since 1980 • Licensed/Insured

313-882-0000 | 313-231-4996
Mike Seaver, St. Joan of Arc Parishioner

Seaver’s Home Maintenance Inc.

MG Salon and Spa
Haircut • Color • Nails 

586-443-4440 
MG-Salonspa.com

29900 HARPER AVENUE
ST. CLAIR SHORES 

Church of Christ Care Center
Rehab • Senior Housing • Assisted Living

Memory Care • Skilled Nursing Facility • Hospice Care
ALL ON 1 CAMPUS!

www.cofccc.org • info@cofccc.org
586-791-2470


