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SERF — Serving, Evangelizing/Educating, Reaching Out/Witnessing our Faith

Paying attention to the signs and needs of the time requires that, as 

Catholic Christians, our attention is constant and continual.  In the last 

several months, we have found ourselves in situations that cannot -- can 

never -- be ignored because of who we are as humans, as the church in 

the modern world.

All of us have been affected by months of staying home, staying safe 

-- facing the numerous challenges of COVID-19.  However, a single nine

-minute video seen the world over has moved us through periods of 

paralysis, disbelief, anger, numbness, fear and despair, demanding that we 

must confront the sin of racism not as historians or activists, but as 

disciples of Christ.

Two years ago, in his first Pastoral Note, Agents of a New Creation, 

released on the first anniversary of Unleash the Gospel, Archbishop 

Vigneron addressed the sin of racism. Seventy-five years after the 

infamous civil unrest of 1943 that took the lives of 34 people and 

wounded 400 others 

in Detroit, a catalyst 

for decades of racial 

animosity and 

bitterness including 

five days of civil 

unrest in 1967 that 

claimed the lives of 

43 people, Catholics 

in the Detroit metro 

area more than ever 

have an important 

role to play in 

bringing Christ into 

the deepest recesses 

of lingering division 

by repenting of evil 

and recommitting to 

(Continued on page 2)

COMMYN’S SENSE

PRAYER TO OVERCOME

RACISM

Mary, friend and mother to all, 

through your Son, 

God has found a way to unite 

himself to every human being, 

called to be one people, 

sisters and brothers to each other.

We ask for your help in calling on 

your Son, seeking forgiveness for 

the times when we have failed to 

love and respect one another. 

We ask for your help in obtaining 

from your Son the grace we need to 

overcome the evil of racism and to 

build a just society. 

We ask for your help in following 

your Son, so that prejudice and 

animosity will no longer infect our 

minds or hearts but will be replaced 

with a love that respects the dignity 

of each person. 

Mother of the Church, 

the Spirit of your Son Jesus 

warms our hearts: pray for us. 

Amen. 
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protecting the inherent dignity of all people.

First, the Archbishop noted and repented for the ways the Church in the 

past had treated Blacks as second class citizens, then he wrote: “Acts of racism 

are sins. Racism produces three evil fruits. First, the recipient of these racial 

prejudices is greatly harmed. He is deprived of his inherent human dignity by 

actions or the attitude of another...  Second, there is a societal harm from 

racism. As attitudes of injustice are transmitted to others, it becomes harder for 

us to reflect the equality of all men through societal structures. Finally, as with 

all sin, there is a self-inflicted harm. The perpetrator of racial prejudice 

disfigures his own understanding of right and wrong…” At their November 

2018 General Meeting, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

published Open Wide Our Hearts:  The Enduring Call to Love -- A Pastoral Letter 

Against Racism.  I offered a lengthy summary of the letter as my sense of things 

in the January 2019 SERF Vicariate News.

Racism still affects our culture, and it has no place in the Christian heart.  

Action is still needed; our bishops continue to call for a genuine conversion of 

heart, a conversion that will compel change and reform our institutions and 

society.  Adopting the words of Pope Francis "let no one think that this 

invitation is not meant for him or her."  (Evangelii Gaudium #3)

Recent articles by Fr. Matt Malone in America Magazine, and our own Fr. 

Charlie Fox in Detroit Catholic have offered me a framework on how each of us 

might attempt to pray, reflect, and move forward.  

Like Malone, I've looked at some examples in my own life:  being 

reprimanded by my parents at the age of five or six for having more than one 

conversation with an African American woman waiting for a bus on our corner.  

I'm not sure if I was reprimanded because I had ventured “too far” from home, 

or because she was a stranger, or because she was Black.  Or the time I was 

invited to go to a downtown movie theatre with a friend's family and he 

challenged me to count the “darkies” as we rode in the back of his family's 

station wagon and see who counted more.  Strange, I don't remember what 

movie we saw, but I remember that trip, and a trip with another friend's family 

while in junior high to survey some of the damage of the 1967 Detroit Riots 

one evening before the curfew was fully enforced.  Or as a young priest, when 

asked to consider taking a first pastorate in the city, and driving across Seven 

Mile Road one spring evening, driving through the parish.  As I reached home, I 

was in tears, and called the Archbishop the next morning feeling terrible that I 

could not take the assignment.

This brings me to a question that Fr. Charlie Fox raises, and is always urgent 

at times such as these: “What can we do?” We all know we ought to do 

something, but what can we do about such large-scale and deeply rooted evils?   

He offers some possibilities, in no particular ranked order. I'll try to synthesize 

them, and suggest some collective work we might consider as individuals, as 

SERF, or in smaller groupings of parishes within the vicariate:

~Give this cause some of The name “Catholic” means 

“universal,” and that means we Catholics must care about all people and all the 

issues that affect our neighbor.  

~Acknowledge the reality of racism and unjust violence.  As citizens of the 

Commyn’s Sense (Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 3)
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SERFVicar@stlucychurch.com

United States, many of us have lived a life free of the bigoted attitudes of 

former generations, and we may not have caused things like slavery, Jim Crow, 

segregation, lynchings, assassinations and police brutality.  Most of us believe in 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream of a country where people are "judged not 

by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character."  Trouble is, 

we're not there yet, and there is still work to do.

~Avoid generalizations and slogans and don't make this issue about other 

issues, particularly political.

~Renounce racism in your own heart, and take steps to move from the 

"Fear Zone" to the "Learning Zone."  Read the Archbishop's Pastoral Note, or 

the U.S. Bishops Pastoral Letter, Open Wide Our Hearts.  Perhaps parishes or 

smaller groups of adults could spend time “breaking open” the content for 

discussion.  Others might host a series of discussions either virtually or in-

person (if conditions allow).

~Students might consider reading The New Kid by Jerry Craft or The Parker 

Inheritance by Varian Johnson and following up with a book-club type of 

discussion.  Both books are on the Summer Reading Lists of the American 

Library Association for students in middle school or upper elementary grades.  

Both books have won awards and I'm planning to read them myself.

~In addition to the pastoral letter, adults may want to consider book club 

discussions around Bryan Massingale's Racial Justice and the Catholic Church or 

White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo.  I'm confident the PBS two-hour 

documentary The Talk -- Race in America will be rebroadcast again, and is 

probably available on demand.  Other feature films and videos are also possible 

for further study, reflection and discussion.  What might each of our parishes 

do and invite the whole vicariate to participate in?

~What might you do, particularly as we continue to stay home, and safe, 

and isolated from one another?  It's been said that the only thing that should be 

separated by color is laundry.  Bishop Shelton Fabre of  Houma-Thibodaux, 

Louisiana notes "If we are going to love as God loves, we have to see as God 

sees."  Cardinal Blase Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, is much more direct. 

"When it comes to racism, there is only one side: to stand against it."

~In Unleash the Gospel, Archbishop Vigneron challenges all of us to "affirm 

each person’s human dignity … continually returning to the source of that 

dignity, the Triune God: Father of all men and women; Jesus Christ, who shed 

his blood to save everyone; and the Holy Spirit, the bond of love who unites the 

community of believers.” 

That's also at the heart of SERF -- Serving, Educating, Reaching Out in 

Faith and Growing as joyful missionary disciples.

Commyn’s Sense (Continued from page 2)
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