
 Words fail us.  We do not have the words to describe the incredible news of Jesus' birth.  Awesome.  

Astounding. Incredible. Powerful.  And so much more! 

 In the December issue of Impact, Leisa Anslinger reminds us that at Christmas we try to put into words 

the mystery of God's love, which is beyond our understanding.  God so desires to be near to us that God 

became one of us.  The good news of Jesus' birth is timeless and at the same time, is for us in our time and 

place. 

 Jesus, the Word of God, is God's love incarnate, in flesh and time.  Jesus proves once and for all that God 

is not distant, absent from the real stuff of our lives, our vulnerability, joys and sorrows.  Jesus speaks a sacred 

word to all who are weary -- and this year, perhaps more than ever, that means all of us -- shining a light for all 

who are discouraged by the darkness of illness, conflict, violence, and human weakness.  

 Who are we, that God loves us so?  People throughout the ages have pondered the mystery of God's great 

love for us in Jesus Christ, which shines through all turmoil, doubt, and discouragement.  St. Peter Chrysologus 

captured our astonishment when he said, "The magi are filled with awe by what they see; heaven on earth and 

earth in heaven; man in God and God in man; they see enclosed in a tiny body the one whom the entire world 

cannot contain." 

 As we celebrate Christmas this year, decorating our homes, and pausing to look at the Christ child in the 

manger, placing lights and ornaments just so on our trees, and listening to Christmas carols that tell the story of 

Jesus' birth in Bethlehem, let us be mindful of the deep truth that the season proclaims:  Jesus is the perfect 

image of God whose love took human form and because of this, we have great hope.  The darkness of the 

present moment will not prevail.  Jesus Christ is born! 

 As you celebrate Christmas this year, probably in ways you never have before, reflect on how Christmas 

reveals God's love to you.  Christmas is more than a day.  It is a season, and a way of life!  This Christmas, make 

a commitment to take Christ's love to heart, and to share Christ's love at home, work or school, in your parish, 
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in our family of parishes, and in our local communities that comprise 

SERF.    

  

     Hodie Christus natus est!   The late 

Peter Scagnelli notes, “The word 

TODAY is key to entering into the 

mystery of Christmastime, for if Christ is 

born today that means we must see and 

touch and hold Christ.  It also means that 

we must feed, clothe and protect Christ, 

not just today, but for a lifetime.  If 

Christ is also in our midst, then truly the 

reign of God has begun, the reign in 

which the very rocks of the earth cry out 

for justice and compassion, acclaiming 

the coming of the Lord. 

     That is the only way to interpret the 

authentic customs and decorations of 

Christmas -- not as signs of a birthday, 

but the anniversary of God's reign,  

emblems of eternity, of health and 

wholesomeness and the endless design of 

heaven itself.” 

     In today's divided and polarized 

political and religious nature of our 

country, we often hear complaints about 

the so-called "war against Christmas."   If 

you and I are truly to bring "Christ" back 

in Christmas we must love each other -- 

all people and all of God's beautiful 

creation.  TODAY is born our Savior, 

Christ the Lord! 

   Fr. Jim, the Leadership and Support 

Staffs and All of Us at St. Lucy 

 

     May God, who by the Incarnation 

brought together the earthly and 

heavenly realm, fill us with the gift of his 

peace and favor, and make us all sharers 

with the Church in heaven. 

     May God give us integrity in faith, 

endurance in hope, and perseverance in 

charity with holy patience to the end. 

    Christmas Blessings and Best Wishes    

    for 2021! 

    Msgr. Mike Bugarin and the Parish 

Family at St. Joan of Arc 

      On behalf of all of us here at St. 

Veronica we wish all Parishioners in 

our SERF Vicariate a Blessed and 

Merry Christmas. For 95 years the 

parishioners of St. Veronica have 

gathered to celebrate the Birth of the 

Messiah. This year it may be a li%le 

different as we all stay close to home 

and our immediate family members. 

However, the Christ Child, as we 

know, was the one who brought new 

Hope to the whole World. May the 

Baby in the Manger bring us all Peace, 

Joy and Good Health in the New Year!�

     The Parishioners of St. Veronica�

and  Fr. Stan Pachla �

�

      May the Star of Bethlehem bring 

you to that place of joy, peace and 

union with the Lord. May the 

blessings of the Christ Child li2 you 

up, and your family, in the glory of 

God here on earth. �

     Msgr. Smetanka and Everyone at�

Our Lady Star of the Sea�

�

      I am praying that you have a very 

Merry Christmas filled with the joy of 

the Christ child, and surrounded by 

the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and St. Joseph!�

     In Christ through Mary, �

     Fr. Eric Fedewa and the                    �

     Parishioners of St. Basil�

    Jesus became flesh, like you and me, and he 

dwells among us NOW, as Members of the SERF 

Vicariate.  He is living and ac6ve in our lives no 

ma%er where we live or what parish we are 

members of or of what “Family” we will belong 

to in the future. So, let us be one in the Mystery 

of the Incarna6on. �

     St. Clare of Montefalco Parish �

and Fr. Andrew wish everyone a holy, safe, �

and healthy Christmas and New Year.  �

�

     Once again the awesome Solemnity is upon 

us: the Birth of Jesus Christ. We live in a world 

filled with the darkness of despair, anxiety, 

uncertainty, oppression and secularism. We 

need our Savior, Jesus Christ to come and 

redeem us and save us. Our faith and hope must 

be in the promise of the angels who heralded 

the Good News. Jesus Christ is Lord and He will 

see us through all that crowds our minds and 

hearts that is not of His infinite love. We are a 

family. We are the Body of Christ. Together we 

pray and celebrate the great gi2 the Father has �

bestowed upon us, the hope and promise that 

all will be well. We must keep our focus on the 

infant babe lying in a manger. We make it our 

goal to encounter Jesus in our daily lives. Having 

a clear goal and focus it will ward off the 

darkness that Jesus came to overcome!�

Blessings of Christmas Joy!�

     Fr. Jim Bilot and the Parishioners of �

St. Paul on the Lake   �

�

     �



 � Merry Christmas and greetings from a 

new Family Member, St. Matthew Parish, 

located on Whittier at Harper.  I write as a 

member of the Family of Parishes of St. 

Ambrose, St. Clare of Montefalco, and St. 

Paul on the Lake, members of the Serf 

Vicariate.  As the New Year brings hope for 

an end to the pandemic, it also brings new 

ministerial structures to the Archdiocese.  

  With St. Matthew Parish joining a family 

in the Serf Vicariate, I want to invite you to 

come visit us.  Our church, with its 

magnificent mosaic dome, is beautifully 

decorated and appointed for Christmas, a feast 

for the senses.  

 Come join us for Mass during the 

Christmas Season, so that you will know who 

we are. Even masked and socially distant, we 

are still a welcoming community. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HEALTHY 

NEW YEAR 

Fr. Duane Novelly and the Parish 

Community at St. Matthew 

 Keep your family, we pray, O Lord, in 

your constant care, so that, under your 

protection, they may be free from all troubles 

and by good works show dedication to your 

name. Through Christ our Lord. 

Fr. Tim Pelc and the Parishioners  

at St. Ambrose, Grosse Pointe Park 

 

                                               

May We Experience the Joy of Christ's 

Birth as We Enter the New Year!�

The Faith Community of Our Lady 

of Hope and Fr. Jim Bjorum�

 

   Christmas - the birth of Christ- 

heralds the beginning of our salvation. 

In the darkness of the night, God's 

purest light appears in time, offering us 

a share in his eternal life through this 

newborn Child who is Emmanuel: God 

is with us.  

     During this past year we have 

experienced much darkness, fear and 

division. The hope of the Christ Child, 

the light and peace that He brings is 

much needed. 

     My prayer this Christmas is that each 

of us receives this special gift of the 

newborn King. We place Him in a 

special place within our society, our 

families and in our hearts. It is a gift that 

we not only receive, but that we will 

share throughout this coming new year. 

     May you have a very Merry 

Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 

   Fr John Wynnycky and Holy 

Innocents/St. Barnabas Parish 

Members 

 

     Into the darkness of winter nights 

     Into the darkness of our troubled 

world 

   A light shines filling us with hope 

   A child is born for us—Christ the 

Lord! 

   Peace and prayer to all! 

The People of St. Margaret  of 

Scotland and Fr. Ron DeHondt    

     Christmas by its very nature ins6lls 

in us hope. While hope is something 

that we need at all 6mes, it seems this 

is more so the case now. St. Isaac 

Jogues prays that you will find 

everything that you need in this 

newborn Christ child. May this 

Christmas season be a 6me of prayer 

and peace. We look forward through 

the work of the Holy Spirit for the 

opportunity to work more closely will 

all other parishes in this new year.�

     Fr. David Cybulski and the St.�

     Isaac Jogues Parish Family�

�

      It goes without saying, this has 

been a challenging 6me for us all.  Yet, 

as I reflect on this Advent season, I am 

encouraged by how much prayer and 

reflec6on have strengthened us as we 

prepare our hearts for Christ’s second 

coming and for the celebra6on of 

Jesus’ birth.  �

     On behalf of Fr. Greg Rozborski and 

the St. Pio Parish Family, I would like 

to wish you and your family the peace 

of God’s love and the faith in His will, 

throughout this Christmas Season.  

May your New Year be filled with 

blessings of hope and joy. 
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