
�

�

 

DETROIT 

St. john hospital 

ST. MATTHEW 

 

EASTPOINTE 

St. Basil the Great 

St. Veronica 

 

 

 

GROSSE POINTES 

Beaumont Hospital 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 

St. Ambrose 

St. Clare of Montefalco 

St. Paul on the Lake 

 

 

 

ROSEVILLE 

Holy Innocents/  

St. Barnabas 

 

St. John’s Deaf Center 

St. Pio of Pietrelcina 

�

�

 

ST. CLAIR SHORES 

Our Lady of Hope 

St. Isaac Jogues 

St. Joan of Arc 

St. Lucy 

St. Margaret of  

Scotland 

SERF  

Vicariate News 

April 2021 

 

SERF — Serving, Evangelizing/Educating, Reaching Out/Witnessing our Faith 

      Easter Time is the season of mystagogy.  It is 

the season in which the Church returns again and 

again to the central experience of the Paschal 

Mystery that has been celebrated in the Triduum. 

Our attention is so closely focused on this story 

that maybe it seems at times that we are hearing the 

same readings over and over at Mass.  How is this 

an opportunity to unleash the Gospel, to spread the 

Good News -- an opportunity for evangelization?  

While it is certainly true that many have not heard 

the Gospel, it is also true that many who have 

heard the Gospel or grown up in the Church have 

become disillusioned with the Church and   

have stopped listening for God's Word there. 

 Easter Time can be a time of real growth for 

the Church, as you and I break open our 

experiences of the sacraments, of the stories, 

and of the Holy Spirit's work in the life of those 

baptized at Easter (the neophytes).  Our getting 

to know them is also an opportunity to invite 

those who might have become disillusioned 

back into contemplation of what it is that the 

Church celebrates.  Who are they in your parish? 

 Homilies can invite people to reflect more 

deeply on their own experience of God.  What 

common experiences from the liturgy might 

people reflect on together?  Experiences of lectio 

divina, or visio divina, or even cinema divina can 

open up the Scriptures. These can be 
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opportunities for inviting people to come and reflect together about the Bible.  

It's not uncommon to hear from "veteran" Catholics that they think that they 

cannot read or interpret Scripture themselves, and any type of lectio might provide 

a place for them to begin and permission to reengage.  It's also an experience that 

could be shared with other Christians, neighbors and friends, that the Gospel 

might be fostered together.  

 Alternately, you might consider reflecting on memories of the rites -- when 

you were baptized or confirmed, or when you witnessed those closest to you as 

they were received into Christ's Body.  Learning to listen to God's action in our 

lives opens the ears of our hearts, allowing us to see more clearly the actions of 

grace through our lives.  Learning to do this together can be an important first 

step toward healing the rifts that have come between people in the Church. 

 It could start at home.  Being recognized and being named touches us deeply 

and can lead to mutual affirmation, respect, and healing.  Like Mary Magdalene 

we often want to hold on to a particular moment, but life goes on.  Consider the 

memory of people you have loved who have died.  Allow this experience to free 

you to bring healing, new life and share that good news with others. 

 As the Easter season unfolds, Divine Mercy then really takes many forms.  

Our air, land and water surely need some form of mercy.  Our U. S. Bishops have 

an environmental justice program.  Consider reading "Caring for God's Creation" 

in preparation for Earth Day, April 22.  

 Spend the fifty days of Easter feasting by reading the Acts of the Apostles 

from start to finish.  Imagine your way into the experience of the first Christians.  

Where do you encounter the Risen Christ during the day?  Consider taking an 

Emmaus walk.  Pay close attention to everyone you meet along the way.  Be open 

to meeting Christ in the person of a stranger. 

 As Easter reaches its midpoint we celebrate Jesus, our Good Shepherd, who 

protects his flock, provides for our needs, and goes in search of any sheep that 

are lost.  As spring blooms, extend the hospitality of the Good Shepherd to those 

in your own neighborhood -- help with a neighbor's yard clean-up,  connect by 

phone, or even in person with someone you haven't seen (probably in nearly a 

year due to COVID-19).  Since it's First Communion season, pray for our young 

people, the young church of today who still rely on our example to help them live 

the Christian way of life. 

 As May begins, most of the lilies will have probably wilted. Keep singing 

Easter music mindful that Christ's Resurrection continues past the empty tomb 

into the joys and struggles of the early Church and our lives.  Get to know those 

who entered the Church at Easter better, have them share their experiences.  May 

is also Mary's month.  How will you honor her in some special way?  Perhaps a 

daily rosary, or at least a decade.  It's also a good time for quiet reflection on the 

seven joys of Mary, the traditional counterpart to her seven sorrows. Our 

National Day of Prayer (May 6) provides another chance to give thanks for the 

freedoms we enjoy, and to seek guidance for our civic leaders, asking God to 

pour out his grace upon us as a people.  In God, we trust. 

 Jesus' command to  "love one another" is a wonderful proclamation on 

Mother's Day weekend this year  In prayer, ask for God's heart of love and 

forgiveness.  Who is the "other" in our world? 

 As the Apostles watch Jesus ascend into heaven, two angelic figures ask:  

"Why are you standing there looking at the sky?”  Their message seems twofold:  
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"Don't worry, he'll be back" and "Get on with it!"  As we move toward 

Pentecost how might the Holy Spirit be moving you and me toward action in 

the world?  In our neighborhoods?  In our parishes and schools?  In the 

broader community? 

 As we celebrate Pentecost, close your eyes, quiet your mind and simply be 

mindful of your breathing.  Take a few deep breaths.  Rest in God's peace and 

love and acknowledge the presence of the Holy Spirit.  What images of the 

Holy Spirit are most powerful to you -- fire, wind, water?  Which draws you 

deeper into the reality of God? 

 On behalf of all the priests, deacons, lay ecclesial ministers, teachers and 

administrators, catechists and all those supporting our many vicariate ministries, 

blessings to you and yours for a wonderful Easter season and spring as we 

serve, evangelize, educate, reach out, and witness our faith allowing ourselves to 

become families, always striving to be the presence of the Risen Christ in St 

Clair Shores, Detroit's east side, Grosse Pointe and Eastpointe,  Roseville and 

Fraser.  

 Let's continue to hold one another in prayer. 
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Join us for a seven-week Scripture Challenge 

to explore Acts of the Apostles and be 

inspired to continue the mission of the 

Church with the boldness and hope of the 

first disciples.  

 

Sign up and learn more at: utgdetroit.org/easter-people   

Please join the UTG Prayer Activities 

Committee on Thursdays  

for a Lectio Divina prayer series:  

Thursdays Praying with the Word.  

The sessions will feature the Gospel reading for 

the upcoming Sunday. 

Have your Bible or access to the daily reading 

available for reference during the video session.  

 

12 p.m. - https://meetings.ringcentral.com/j/6215951574 

Join us as we Intercede and Pray for Archbishop Vigneron,  

all our Bishops, Local Pastors, and Deacons  

Join us virtually via Zoom on the second Wednesday of each month 

following the Bishop's Rosary. We open up this time of prayer and 

Intercession at 7:15 p.m. and begin the gathering at 7:30 p.m. 

 We strive to offer a guest speaker each month, followed with Scripture, 

Reflections, Petitions, Prayer and Intercession.  

*Registration required at: 

https://www.aod.org/events/691 
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