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GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson is really learned it doesn’t need to be taught again. When we internalize 

things we have learned, they become a part of who we are and influence how we perceive and interact with our world. The same is 

true for the law God has written upon our hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, we will simply know it to be true and act ac-

cordingly.  Sometimes, it is hard to get people to learn the lessons they need to learn. They are often distracted, disinterested, con-

flicted, misdirected, or just too stubborn and unable or unwilling to see what is right before their eyes. Understanding that God is 

in a loving and committed relationship with those fashioned and formed in God’s own image, seems like such a simple lesson to 

learn. But history and experience has proven that it is not.  

 

We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to learn something very particular about ourselves. We must, like a grain 

of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because God’s DNA is at the very core of who we are, there are specific pearls of wisdom 

that must be acquired before we can live a full life. One very powerful lesson is that it is not the task of the world to tell us who 

we are and what has meaning, but God. For many, death is not an opportunity for greater life but a permanent ending to the life 

they have known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means to be fully human because he was! He knows the joys, limita-

tions, sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering, opportunities, and joys of the human experience. Jesus can teach us a wealth of 

knowledge and life’s lessons from his example, especially obedience.  

 

When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn to listen more atten-

tively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally flee to our Creator for inspiration, consolation, hope, direction, and comfort as 

we navigate through this time of darkness. We will not need to run from it, subdue it, fight it, or be overcome by it because we 

will know, having internalized this profound lesson before, that God will bring new life. God’s law is love and love never fails. 

Even in the moments of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the name of his Father. What he learned allowed him to put every-

thing in perspective and be obedient to the tender, loving Voice that echoed within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we learn 

the same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to help others see what is right before their eyes. 
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Articles for the 

(APRIL) Issue are due 

by NOON MARCH 24

th

) 

 

E-mail your articles to: 

cindyjvicariate@hotmail.com 

 

Or, Fax to:  (877) 763-5035 

 

Indicate on the subject line SOV 

 

Cindy Jaeger 

Vicariate Bulletin Editor 

(248) 821-7779 

South Oakland Vicariate Parishes 
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 ............................................ (248) 542-8060 

St. Owen, Bloomfield Hills .... (248) 626-0840 

St. Regis, Bloomfield Hills .... (248) 646-2686 

St. Thomas More, Troy ........ (248) 647-2222 
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     Madison Heights ............. (248) 542-8720 

*** 

South Oakland Vicariate Office 

730 S. Lafayette Ave. Royal Oak, MI 48067 

(248) 547-1818 

Rev. Paul Snyder , Vicar 

 

Website:  www.southoaklandvicariate.org 

 

Send submissions for the website to 

southfoaklandvicariate@gmail.com 

Mark Nemecek - Web Master 

At:  http://milifespan.org/events-2/ 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

Many prefer a “create as you go” approach to life where laws and protocols primarily 

exist to secure and protect liberties rather than dictate and outline proper and right 

behavior. There are no real benchmarks for acceptable ethical and moral behavior, 

with a “you can’t tell me what to do” attitude prevailing. Parents are even limited in 

what they can request of their children, and dealing with threatening behaviors, espe-

cially from adults, are a challenge as well. Acceptable and expected conduct seems 

to amount to safeguarding each other’s space rather than increasing awareness of 

necessary relationships that require a more refined and higher response. 

 

We have lost our axis to the world of “anything goes” and no longer see the Ten 

Commandments as practical and wise guideposts to effective living. We live on 

“relativism island” where only a possible suggestion to “love and do not harm” may 

be the only standard able to be preached. While Jesus most certainly emphasized 

love above anything else, it was never about warm fuzzy feelings or halfhearted hu-

manitarian efforts. The love of which Jesus spoke establishes an intimate connection 

with God, neighbor, self, and creation. Because this love, who is God Himself, is at 

the foundational core of our lives, it demands actions and attitudes that serve to build 

up, increase, and free up those relationships. Love requires proper conduct. Preserv-

ing and enhancing these love centered relationships is at the heart of the Ten Com-

mandments (and the Beatitudes) and the reason for Jesus’ display of anger in the 

temple. 

 

The Ten Commandments can save the world from turmoil and conflict by instilling 

basic moral and relational principles within us. They also hold a healthy sense of sin 

in balance and always remind us of our relationship with God and the freedom God 

offers. Our faith preserves these jewels of truth that we often look beyond, dismiss 

altogether, or seek to remove from public view. Human beings can be so arrogant at 

times. Our Lenten journey, especially when embarked upon with sincerity and re-

solve, can restore all of our essential relationships. When we get absorbed in life’s 

preoccupations and demands, things can quickly get distorted and we can find our-

selves way off track. In short, we find ourselves in sin. Humanity is losing a sense of 

both grace and sin. We need both to understand what is real and true. Until we do, 

the oppressive systems and ideologies that hurt so many will never change. We will 

never change. We are grateful for those courageous souls who willingly embrace the 

conversion and hard work Lent demands and stand against antiquated systems and 

ideologies. They give us hope that all is not lost. 

 



K of C #4188
HALL FOR RENTHALL FOR RENT

870 N. Main, Clawson
248-588-3547248-588-3547

SPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGSSPECIALIZING IN WEDDINGS
2 HALLS - 50 TO 300 CAPACITY

Full Catering for all Occasions
BINGO EVERY TUESDAY 6:30pmBINGO EVERY TUESDAY 6:30pm

www.clawsonkofc.org

 CLOTHING, SHOES & FURNITURE DONATIONS NEEDED!
 Call 877 ST VINCE (877 788 4623) for a free pick up! 
 Help us help your neighbors in need. 
 svdpdetroit.org

 2-J-4-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0287

SENIOR CITIZENS HOUSING

Apartments for qualified applicants 62 years and older.
Mobility impaired apartments for applicants 18–62 years old.

Affordable Rent (30% of adjusted income.)
Income guidelines apply.

For a tour call 1-800-593-3052
For wait list info call 1-248-548-1364

Visit our website at www.csi.coop
A member of CSI Support & Development Services

HAZEL PARK MANOR CO-OP APARTMENTS
701 E Woodward Heights, MI

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.

This Space 
is Available


