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SUNDAY AFTER THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

DECEMBER 29, 2019 

The flight to Egypt, namely a territory other 

than that of the holy land, has a special meaning. Jews 

regarded Egypt as a place of slavery because they had 

been there for a long time. God brought them out in a 

miraculous way, by direct intervention, with Moses as 

chief. 

However, Egypt, a country of slavery and obscu-

rity because we worshiped pagan gods, has become a 

territory of salvation, because the flight of the baby Je-

sus with his mother and of the just Joseph, who was the 

protector of the child, has been transformed into salva-

tion. Indeed, his alienation among strangers became a 

blessing for Egypt later. And Jesus Christ went to 

Egypt to show that sometimes the leaders of a country 

behave cruelly towards their own people, as Herod did, 

than foreigners.  

Herod is the typical portrait of these great dic-

tators of history animated by the wildest dreams of 

sitting on the throne of a great kingdom, easily resort-

ing to murder and great violence in order to retain 

power, wanting to be a name by grandiose construc-

tions and putting pressure on the people by the cult of 

personality. He has this same destructive madness that 

we can find in several other dictators of history. 

On the other hand, the flight to Egypt shows 

that Christ entered the world to save not only the 

Jews, but also other nations which converted to Chris-

tianity. So Jesus Christ our savior, our Lord, later sent 

a blessing on Egypt, because indeed the most beautiful 

monasteries flourished in Egypt. Jesus Christ our Sav-

ior is a Man subjected to hardship, suffering and per-

secution all His life, because some Jews accepted Him 

and others rejected. This is a characteristic of people, 

some receive faith, love and thank God and others are 

hostile or indifferent to Him. 

History repeats itself today: violence, war, the re-

ality of exile are very present. It's always an upheaval: 

no house, no home, no country. Today, too many 

families are still faced with this harsh reality. How-

ever, we believe that the peace announced at Christ-

mas is possible. The solidarity deployed these days all 

over the world invites us to keep hope. We are all 

called upon to protect "the smallest", as Joseph and 

Mary did. 
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

 

Sun. Dec. 29: Sunday after the Birth of Jesus (Lit 

p 76) 

• 9:30 am [Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Emily Michael, 40 day mass, by Joe 

Michael, Donald & Mary Ann Ganim 

Liturgy for Herbert Sr. & Ursula Gast, by their son 

Herb and Eva   

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for the living and deceased members of Saint 

Maron Parish 

Liturgy to all of the generous people specially the 

sponsors of our Church 

NEXT WEEK 

Sun. Jan. 05: Finding in the Temple (Lit p 87) 

• 9:30 am [Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Norman and Madeline 

Foster 

Liturgy for Maryam Nimri, by family 

Liturgy for Amy and Joseph Laus 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for Khalil Chidiac, by Roland and Mimma 

Chidiac and family.   

Liturgy for all the Volunteers who worked hard 

during this year to support our Church events 

Liturgy for Boulos and Margaret Helou, by Cesar and 

Diane Helou 

Liturgy for Charbel, Victoria and Katrine Fares, by 

Cesar and Diane Helou 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

CHRIST 

 The word "Christ" comes from the Greek transla-

tion of the Hebrew Messiah, which means 

"anointed". It became the name proper to Jesus only 

because he accomplished perfectly the divine mission 

that "Christ" signifies. In effect, in Israel those conse-

crated to God for a mission that he gave were 

anointed in his name. This was the case for kings, for 

priests and, in rare instances, for prophets. This had 

to be the case all the more so for the Messiah whom 

God would send to inaugurate his kingdom defini-

tively. It was necessary that the Messiah be anointed 

by the Spirit of the Lord at once as king and priest, 

and also as prophet. Jesus fulfilled the messianic 

hope of Israel in his threefold office of priest, prophet 

and king. 

 To the shepherds, the angel announced the birth of 

Jesus as the Messiah promised to Israel: "To you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord." From the beginning he was "the one 

whom the Father consecrated and sent into the 

world", conceived as "holy" in Mary's virginal 

womb. God called Joseph to "take Mary as your wife, 

for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Spirit", so that Jesus, "who is called Christ", should 

be born of Joseph's spouse into the messianic lineage 

of David. 

Jesus' messianic consecration reveals his divine 

mission, "for the name 'Christ' implies 'he who 

anointed', 'he who was anointed' and 'the very anoint-

ing with which he was anointed'. The one who 

anointed is the Father, the one who was anointed is 

the Son, and he was anointed with the Spirit who is 

the anointing.'" His eternal messianic consecration 

was revealed during the time of his earthly life at the 

moment of his baptism by John, when "God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power", "that he might be revealed to Israel" as its 

Messiah. His works and words will manifest him as 

"the Holy One of God". 

Many Jews and even certain Gentiles who shared 

their hope recognized in Jesus the fundamental attrib-

utes of the messianic "Son of David", promised by 

God to Israel. Jesus accepted his rightful title of Mes-

siah, though with some reserve because it was under-

stood by some of his contemporaries in too human a 

sense, as essentially political. 

Our MYO Group would like to thank all those who 

supported their charity event for Christmas. Think-

ing of our brothers and sisters in need, makes  

our Christmas meaningful and fruitful.  

May almighty God keeps on  blessing our parish! 
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 Collection Sunday Dec. 22, 2019 

BREAD AND WINE 

 Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host and 

Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting do-

nations from three different families each month.  

• Bread and Wine for the month of December 

2019, in loving memory of deceased members 

of the parish, by Norman & Madeline Foster. 

• Bread and Wine for the month of December 

2019, in loving memory of Adib and Afife 

Saleh, by Joe and Marie Saleh 

• Bread and Wine for the month of December   

2019, in loving memory of Anthony and Hazel 

Chemali, by Delores and Raymond Mabarak 

COMING CELEBRATIONS 

1- New Year’s Liturgies 

Tuesday  December 31, 7 PM 

Wednesday January 1

st

, 10:30 AM  

2 – Epiphanie Liturgy 

Monday January 06, 7 pm 

(Blessing of the water) 

Please note that because of Christmas holiday, 

the bulletin got printed prior to completing the 

collection update.  

Please save the date  

Saturday February 29h, 2020  

Saint Maron Church  

Visit to Fr. Solanus Casey Center  

From 11am to 2 pm  

We extend our  sincere condolences to Rita Barrak 

for the loss of her mother Najibeh Maalouf who 

passed in Lebanon.  

We also extend our sincere condolences to Amal 

Shaer for the loss of her mother Maryam Nimri who 

was buried from St Maron. 

May their souls rest in peace. 
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Eddie O’Brien
248.854.2876
Ed O’Brien
313.378.0253
www.2EdsRealty.com

543 Main Street
Rochester, MI 48307
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

2 Eds Realty Team
Two Eds Are Better Than One!

2EdsRealty@gmail.com

Paul R. Calcaterra

THIS SPACE IS

(586) 979-4460
Fax (586) 979-0908

38550 Van Dyke
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
email: ike@ikesrestaurant.com

www.ikesrestaurant.com

Lebanese • Italian • American • Greek

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

The Service You Deserve From The Neighbors You Trust 
Our services include: 
- Free same day delivery 
- Compounding (including veterinary) 
- Immunizations 
- Auto Injury & Worker's Compensation 
- Free blister packaging 
- Bilingual pharmacist available 
- Private counseling, medication review, 
 and side effect management 
*Chaldean Aramaic

Specialized veterinary 
compounding: 

- Includes customized flavors, 
doses, and delivery methods 

43337 Schoenherr Rd, Sterling Heights, MI 48313 
P. 586-697-3877 • www.dalcomarx.com

Elie Bejjani, Attorney and Real Estate Broker

313.757.0036
WWW.BEJJANILAW.COM

Clinton Villa  
 Affordable, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments in Clinton Township 

ClintonVilla.org  (586) 792-0358

Rana Adou
Multi-Site Bank Manager
Parishioner  NMLS ID#753800 MIB858
15341 19 Mile Rd., Clinton Twp, MI 48038
Phone: 586-286-4710 • Phone: 586-247-3440  • Cell: 586-484-7385
Mortgages • Refinancing • Loans  • Specialty Business Services 
All Banking Included - Saving, Checking, CDs, Etc. Arabic and Chaldean Speaking

1-800-VERHEYDEN 1-800-837-4393
www.verheyden.org

warren
detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

“The Same 
Always to All”

Joe A. Ghanem
Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley
130 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
313-642-5909
joe.ghanem@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC
CRC2187415 12/18

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans

Financial Planning

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

get up to
 360 DAYS IN HOME 60 DAYS IN HOME
 NURSING CARE HEALTH AIDE

affordable
   — with—

 NO PHYSICAL
REQUIRED

Contact Dan for More Information 248-860-6259
dan@michiganlifeandhealth.com | michiganlifeandhealth.com

With Short-Term Home Health Care Insurance
from Michigan Life and Health

Money Saving Prescription Drug Benefit

Dan Bousho
Parish Member

(586) 726-4823

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
53950 Van Dyke Avenue
48801 Romeo Plank

313-344-4100
5555 Conner Street, Floor 4, Detroit, MI 48213


