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FINDING OF JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 

JANUARY 05, 2019 

The Bible isn’t filled with stories of Jesus’ child-

hood. God has given us only a limited view of Jesus be-

fore He began His ministry as the Son of God. Mary 

and Joseph were obedient to God’s laws and raised His 

Son Jesus in a home honoring God’s laws.  Mary and 

Joseph went to Jerusalem according to the Jewish cus-

tom of the Passover holiday. As good Jewish people 

they respect the Jewish traditions and they teach their 

son Jesus implicitly that this is a good way to be close 

to God. Parents are responsible to transmit their faith to 

their children.  Presence was compulsory for men and 

optional for women and children. So it is possible that 

Jesus did not make this trip before the age of 12, but 

one might think that a pious family would have chosen 

to travel together many times.  

It was the custom to go to Jerusalem three times a 

year: for Passover, Pentecost and the Feast of Taberna-

cles. These customs were developed out of love for 

Yahweh.  

Joseph accepts the explanation of his Son who re-

mained in the Temple because "I must take care of my 

Father's affairs". (Lk 2.49) Neither Joseph nor Mary 

understood this answer from Jesus, just as the disciples 

will not understand when Jesus announces his Passion 

to them; But they did not want to oppose God's plan in 

any way for their son. How do I behave in front of an 

event that I don't understand? Do I get lost and "get 

angry" or do I confidently trust in Jesus? Do I have the 

strength to pray, even in difficult times, even when I 

don't understand what is happening around me? 

 Joseph was a man of God, a righteous man from 

Israel. God chose Joseph as custodian of his most pre-

cious treasures because He found in him a faithful and 

capable servant. He accomplished his mission: as head 

of the family of Nazareth, he saw to it that Jesus grew 

“in wisdom, in size and in grace, before God and be-

fore men”. We often refer to the family as a “ domestic 

church.” Whether we are mother or father of a family 

or even child, we are called to the light. We are invited 

to make a pilgrimage to the Father’s house. We are 

called to holiness, following the example of the Holy 

Family with whom we meditate today. Am I helping 

my family on this road? Do I try to increase our love 

for the Father who has sent His Son? 
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

 

Sun. Jan. 05: Finding in the Temple (Lit p 87) 

 

• 9:30 am [Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Norman and Madeline 

Foster 

Liturgy for Maryam Nimri, by family 

Liturgy for Amy and Joseph Laus 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for Khalil Chidiac, by Roland and Mimma 

Chidiac and family.   

Liturgy for all the Volunteers who worked hard 

during the last year  to support our Church events 

Liturgy for Boulos and Margaret Helou, by Cesar and 

Diane Helou 

Liturgy for Charbel, Victoria and Katrine Fares, by 

Cesar and Diane Helou 

 

NEXT WEEK 

Mon. Jan. 06: The glorious Epiphany (Lit p 107) 

• 7 pm Liturgy for the parishioners intentions  

 

Sun. Jan. 12: First Sunday of Epiphany (Lit p 107) 

 

• 9:30 am [Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Linda B. Thomas 

Liturgy for Sam Thomas 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for Rev. Abdallah Yazbeck, 40 day Mass, 

by his daughter Rachel and her family   

Liturgy for all the people suffering from sickness 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 THE ONLY SON OF GOD 

 

 In the Old Testament, "son of God" is a title given 

to the angels, the Chosen People, the children of Israel, 

and their kings. It signifies an adoptive sonship that es-

tablishes a relationship of particular intimacy between 

God and his creature. When the promised Messiah-

King is called "son of God", it does not necessarily im-

ply that he was more than human, according to the lit-

eral meaning of these texts. Those who called Jesus 

"son of God", as the Messiah of Israel, perhaps meant 

nothing more than this. 

Such is not the case for Simon Peter when he con-

fesses Jesus as "the Christ, the Son of the living God", 

for Jesus responds solemnly: "Flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 

heaven." Similarly Paul will write, regarding his con-

version on the road to Damascus, "When he who had 

set me apart before I was born, and had called me 

through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, 

in order that I might preach him among the Gen-

tiles. . ." "And in the synagogues immediately [Paul] 

proclaimed Jesus, saying, 'He is the Son of God.'" From 

the beginning this acknowledgment of Christ's divine 

sonship will be the center of the apostolic faith, first 

professed by Peter as the Church's foundation. 

 Peter could recognize the transcendent character of 

the Messiah's divine sonship because Jesus had clearly 

allowed it to be so understood. To his accusers' ques-

tion before the Sanhedrin, "Are you the Son of God, 

then?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am." Well be-

fore this, Jesus referred to himself as "the Son" who 

knows the Father, as distinct from the "servants" God 

had earlier sent to his people; he is superior even to the 

angels. He distinguished his sonship from that of his 

disciples by never saying "our Father", except to com-

mand them: "You, then, pray like this: 'Our Father'", 

and he emphasized this distinction, saying "my Father 

and your Father". 

The Gospels report that at two solemn moments, the 

Baptism and the Transfiguration of Christ, the voice of 

the Father designates Jesus his "beloved Son". Jesus 

calls himself the "only Son of God", and by this title 

affirms his eternal pre-existence. He asks for faith in 

"the name of the only Son of God". In the centurion's 

exclamation before the crucified Christ, "Truly this man 

was the Son of God", that Christian confession is al-

ready heard. Only in the Paschal mystery can the be-

liever give the title "Son of God" its full meaning. 

Second Collection on Sunday Jan. 5, 2020  

For Eparchial charities 
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 Collection Sunday Dec. 2019 

BREAD AND WINE 

 Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host and 

Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting do-

nations from three different families each month.  

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 

2020, in loving memory of deceased members 

of the parish, by Norman & Madeline Foster. 

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 

2020, in loving memory of Tabet and Fleifel 

families by Nuha Tabet  

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 

2020, in thanksgiving for our families, by 

Charbel and Nada Ghantous  

Please save the date  

Saturday February 29

th

, 2020  

Saint Maron Parishioners  

Visit to Fr. Solanus Casey Center  

From 11 am to 2 pm  

(Please RSVP: Sign-up sheet in the Hall) 

 Collection  

Sunday Dec. 22, 2019 

Coffee and donuts 

Sunday Dec. 22, 2019 

Christmas Collection 

$ 1,805 

$ 46 

$ 3,487 

Collection  

Sunday Dec. 29, 2019 

$ 1,523 

Coffee and donuts 

Sunday Dec. 29, 2019 

$ 49 

 

NOTICE:  

I will be attending the Annual Clergy Retreat in 

Phoenix AZ, on Jan. 13 to 17 (Mon-Fri). 

For any emergency, you can call or send a text 

message to me on my cell phone.  

Fr. Roby! 

Please save the date  

Saturday February 8

th

, 2020  

Saint Maron Feast Day 

6:00 pm Liturgy   

7.30 pm Dinner in St Maron Hall 

 

You can help by sponsoring, selling pages for the ad 

book, and by selling or buying banquet tickets.  

A Big Thank You  for all the ladies who 

worked hard making for us the Amehh and 

the Meghleh.  

God bless you and your families! 

Parish Council Elections Meeting 

Friday January 10, 2020 

7 pm in Saint Maron Parish Center  

NOTICE: You must be a registered 

parishioner to vote or to be elected. 

Election will take place on  

Sunday March 1

st

, 2020 

FYI: We had an issue with the printing com-

pany for our  weekly collection envelops. It 

will be fixed in late January. In the meantime, 

please use the envelopes located in the vesti-

bule for the month of January .  

Thank you for your understanding ! 
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Eddie O’Brien
248.854.2876
Ed O’Brien
313.378.0253
www.2EdsRealty.com

543 Main Street
Rochester, MI 48307
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

2 Eds Realty Team
Two Eds Are Better Than One!

2EdsRealty@gmail.com

Paul R. Calcaterra

THIS SPACE IS

(586) 979-4460
Fax (586) 979-0908

38550 Van Dyke
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
email: ike@ikesrestaurant.com

www.ikesrestaurant.com

Lebanese • Italian • American • Greek

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

The Service You Deserve From The Neighbors You Trust 
Our services include: 
- Free same day delivery 
- Compounding (including veterinary) 
- Immunizations 
- Auto Injury & Worker's Compensation 
- Free blister packaging 
- Bilingual pharmacist available 
- Private counseling, medication review, 
 and side effect management 
*Chaldean Aramaic

Specialized veterinary 
compounding: 

- Includes customized flavors, 
doses, and delivery methods 

43337 Schoenherr Rd, Sterling Heights, MI 48313 
P. 586-697-3877 • www.dalcomarx.com

Elie Bejjani, Attorney and Real Estate Broker

313.757.0036
WWW.BEJJANILAW.COM

Clinton Villa  
 Affordable, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments in Clinton Township 

ClintonVilla.org  (586) 792-0358

Rana Adou
Multi-Site Bank Manager
Parishioner  NMLS ID#753800 MIB858
15341 19 Mile Rd., Clinton Twp, MI 48038
Phone: 586-286-4710 • Phone: 586-247-3440  • Cell: 586-484-7385
Mortgages • Refinancing • Loans  • Specialty Business Services 
All Banking Included - Saving, Checking, CDs, Etc. Arabic and Chaldean Speaking

1-800-VERHEYDEN 1-800-837-4393
www.verheyden.org

warren
detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

“The Same 
Always to All”

Joe A. Ghanem
Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley
130 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
313-642-5909
joe.ghanem@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC
CRC2187415 12/18

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans

Financial Planning

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

get up to
 360 DAYS IN HOME 60 DAYS IN HOME
 NURSING CARE HEALTH AIDE

affordable
   — with—

 NO PHYSICAL
REQUIRED

Contact Dan for More Information 248-860-6259
dan@michiganlifeandhealth.com | michiganlifeandhealth.com

With Short-Term Home Health Care Insurance
from Michigan Life and Health

Money Saving Prescription Drug Benefit

Dan Bousho
Parish Member

(586) 726-4823

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
53950 Van Dyke Avenue
48801 Romeo Plank

313-344-4100
5555 Conner Street, Floor 4, Detroit, MI 48213


