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THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

JANUARY 26, 2020 

In the season of Epiphany, mediating on the sacra-

ment of baptism, this Sunday’s Gospel presents us the 

meeting between Jesus and the Pharisee Nicodemus, 

head of the Jews. The latter understands that Jesus was 

sent by God and looks for him. Jesus deepens Nicode-

mus' curiosity and with some questions invites him to 

have faith in God because He has given the world an 

only-begotten Son, so whoever believes in Him has 

eternal life. In fact, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but rather because the 

world is saved through Him. This is the purpose of God, 

that the sinner does not die, but that he lives and is 

saved the encounter between Jesus and Nicodemus,  one 

filled with contradictions:  

In Nicodemus came to see the light, but he came 

at night: Is he afraid of being accused of being a fol-

lower of Jesus and separated from the council? In 

the Fourth Gospel, Nicodemus will always be re-

ferred to as “who came at night to Jesus”. Rather, the 

night is a time of silence, and Israel’s teachers chose 

the night to meditate on the Word of God and study 

it: Nicodemus came to meditate on Christ, the Word 

of God 

We know: It is the second contradiction re-

ported by John: Nicodemus is the representative of 

the Jewish people in his encounter with Christ, and 

the Jewish people know the books and the words of 

the prophets, but mental knowledge is not enough. 

Jesus cannot be recognized as a messenger from God 

and the Lord Jesus Christ only in the light of reason 

or books. Rather to enter into a relationship with 

Christ, knowledge is not enough, one must have 

love. Therefore, in response to Nicodemus' knowl-

edge, Christ invites him to be born again.  

Born again: the third paradox: how an old man 

can be born again. The Greek word used by John can 

endure more than one meaning: - birth again - birth 

from above - birth from the beginning. Using this 

phrase, John wanted the reader to understand the 

words of Christ in the three meanings: giving birth 

again is from above, that is, giving birth from water 

and the Spirit. In baptism, there is no old or child, 

we are all born of God's children by grace. 
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

Sun. Jan. 26: Third Sunday of Epiphany (Lit p 

107) 

 

• 9:30 am [Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Geraldine Guilbeault, 40 day Mass, by 

family  

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Mary Michael 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for  Maryam Nimri, 40 day Mass, by her 

daughter Amal and family 

Liturgy for Sabat Zada 

 

NEXT WEEK 

 

Sun. Feb. 02: Commemoration of the Priest (Lit p 

147) 

 

• 9:30 am [Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Rachel Dwaihy, by Marie and Mary 

Michael  

Liturgy for Emily Michael, by Lisa Saigh and Her 

daughters 

Liturgy for all the deceased and living priests who 

served Saint Maron Church 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 

• 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for  Elias & Souad Elkhoury and Georges 

Haddad, by Henry & Colette Elkhoury and family 

Liturgy for all the deceased and living priests who 

served Saint Maron Church 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 THE INCARNATION  

 

 Taking up St. John's expression, "The Word 

became flesh", the Church calls "Incarnation" the 

fact that the Son of God assumed a human nature 

in order to accomplish our salvation in it. In a 

hymn cited by St. Paul, the Church sings the mys-

tery of the Incarnation: 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is 

yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking 

the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. And being found in human form he humbled 

himself and became obedient unto death, even 

death on a cross. 

The Letter to the Hebrews refers to the same 

mystery: 

Consequently, when Christ came into the 

world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have 

not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 

in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken 

no pleasure. Then I said, Lo, I have come to do 

your will, O God." 

Belief in the true Incarnation of the Son of God 

is the distinctive sign of Christian faith: "By this 

you know the Spirit of God: every spirit which 

confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

of God." Such is the joyous conviction of the 

Church from her beginning whenever she sings 

"the mystery of our religion": "He was manifested 

in the flesh." 

January intention 

Remember, O Lord, unborn children on their way to 

birth so that they may be welcomed into life.  Help us 

to recognize that every human life is sacred from con-

ception to natural death and that the life and dignity 

of every person must be respected and protected at 

every stage and in every condition. Help us to ac-

tively work for a world of greater respect for human 

life and greater commitment to justice and peace. We 

pray to you, O Lord. 

Second Collection on Sunday Jan. 26, 2020  

For Catholic Home Missions 

MARRIAGE BANNS 

First Marriage Banns between   

Miles Josef Martinez and Stephanie Marji 
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 Collection Sunday January 2020 

BREAD AND WINE 

 Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host and 

Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting do-

nations from three different families each month.  

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 

2020, in loving memory of deceased members 

of the parish, by Norman & Madeline Foster. 

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 

2020, in loving memory of Tabet and Fleifel 

families by Nuha Tabet  

• Bread and Wine for the month of January 

2020, in thanksgiving for our families, by 

Charbel and Nada Ghantous  

Please save the date  

Saturday February 29

th

, 2020  

Saint Maron Parishioners  

Visit to Fr. Solanus Casey Center  

From 11 am to 2 pm  

(Please RSVP: Sign-up sheet in the Hall) 

Please save the date  

Parish Council Elections  

Sunday March 1

st

, 2020 

Nominations are open till Feb. 02, 2020 

NOTICE: You must be a registered parishioner 

to vote or to be elected. 

CHURCH CLEAN UP 

Saturday February 01, 2020 

10am - 12pm 

Collection  

Sunday January 12,  

$ 1,577 

Collection  

Sunday January 19,  

$ 1,338 

Coffee and donuts 

Sunday January 12,  

$ 20 

Coffee and donuts 

Sunday January 19,  

$ 30 

Please save the date  

Friday February 21, 2020  

Family Night 

6:30 pm at Saint Maron Hall 

Thank You note 

 

I would like to thank all of those who worked, at-

tended, donated and put an effort in making the New 

Year Party  a successful one. Without your partici-

pation this event wouldn’t have happened. A special 

thank you goes to Louana Ghafari, Colette Elk-

houry, Hassib Dagher and Rudy Jabbour. God bless 

you all and bless our parish always.  
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Eddie O’Brien
248.854.2876
Ed O’Brien
313.378.0253
www.2EdsRealty.com

543 Main Street
Rochester, MI 48307
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

2 Eds Realty Team
Two Eds Are Better Than One!

2EdsRealty@gmail.com

Paul R. Calcaterra

THIS SPACE IS

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work

The Service You Deserve From The Neighbors You Trust 
Our services include: 
- Free same day delivery 
- Compounding (including veterinary) 
- Immunizations 
- Auto Injury & Worker's Compensation 
- Free blister packaging 
- Bilingual pharmacist available 
- Private counseling, medication review, 
 and side effect management 
*Chaldean Aramaic

Specialized veterinary 
compounding: 

- Includes customized flavors, 
doses, and delivery methods 

43337 Schoenherr Rd, Sterling Heights, MI 48313 
P. 586-697-3877 • www.dalcomarx.com

Elie Bejjani, Attorney and Real Estate Broker

313.757.0036
WWW.BEJJANILAW.COM

Clinton Villa  
 Affordable, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments in Clinton Township 

ClintonVilla.org  (586) 792-0358

1-800-VERHEYDEN 1-800-837-4393
www.verheyden.org

warren
detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

“The Same 
Always to All”

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 (586) 726-4823

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
53950 Van Dyke Avenue
48801 Romeo Plank

313-344-4100
5555 Conner Street, Floor 4, Detroit, MI 48213

We are       BuildingWebsitesPlus
a microbusiness helping small businesses
build better websites plus SEO content.

Check us out @ www.BuildingWebsitesPlus.com
Call Dan @ 248-860-6259 or Chris @ 248-897-2740

Joe A. Ghanem
Financial Advisor
Morgan Stanley
130 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
313-642-5909
joe.ghanem@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC
CRC2884356 01/20

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans

Financial Planning


