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PREACHING THE WORD 

August 23, 2020 

 “The sower went out to sow his seed” said the 

Gospel of this Sunday. Just as the seed sprang from 

the hands of the sower to be thrown into the earth, 

the Word, living Word, was also, in the same way, 

sent by the Father to become flesh and come to ferti-

lize the earth for our humanity. 

This divine Word of life does not come close to 

man in general or to a man in particular. He is close 

to every man. For just as the seed was sent by the 

sower on every kind of earth, whether it be rocky, 

laden with thorns or plowed, so the Father sent his 

Son to knock at the door of the heart of every man, 

to whom that heart is either thorny, hard as a rock, or 

ready to open, or maybe a little of all three.  

The sower of the parable is obviously showing 

extreme generosity. It's as if He didn't want to 

forget any corner of the earth, however small, 

where his seed could germinate. He sows until 

one of its seeds finds a convenient place to re-

ceive it and allow itself to be fertilized. Let 

yourself be fertilized because, if the sower sows 

his seed lavishly, it is still a matter of welcoming 

it. From the moment the seed is sown, everyone 

is committed and judged by this Word. It is not 

the farmer, it is not the seed, but it is the ground 

where it is received which explains everything, 

that is to say the dispositions of our heart. 

 If the seed dries up, it's not because of the 

heat. Jesus did not say that it dried up because of 

the heat, but “for lack of a root”. If speech is 

choked, it does not come from the thorns, but 

from those who let them grow in freedom. With 

willpower you can keep them from growing, you 

can put wealth to good use. This is why the Sav-

ior speaks not of “the world” but of “concern for 

the world”, not of “wealth” but of “the seduction 

of wealth”. So let's not blame the things them-

selves, but the corruption of our conscience. If 

Jesus puts attention for the Word first and above 

all other conditions, it is because it is the neces-

sary condition. "How to believe without hearing 

it first?" 
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

Sun. August 23: Preaching the Word (Lit. p 425) 

Liturgy for Sam & Thelma Abdoo, by their 

Children 

Liturgy for John Tabet 

Liturgy for Boulos and Margaret Helou, by Cesar & 

Diane Helou 

Liturgy for Charbel, Victoria and Katrine Fares, by 

Cesar & Diane Helou 

Wed. August 26: Thirteenth week of Pentecost  

7 pm Liturgy for the intentions and donors of 

Catholic Extension Society 

Sun. August 30: Heeding the Word (Lit. p 492) 

Liturgy for  Raymond Mabarak 

Liturgy for the parishioners intentions 

Liturgy for all donors and benefactors to our 

Church 

Liturgy for the Couples in the world struggling with 

their commitment and for all the newly married  

couples. 

AT HOME, WE CAN READ THE BIBLE 

Sunday August 23 

 1Cor 3:1-11   Lk 8:1-15  

Monday August 24 

 1Jn 1:1-10   Lk 13:31-35  

Tuesday August 25 

  1Jn 2:1-11   Lk 14:1-6  

Wednesday August 26 

 1Jn 2:12-20   Lk 14:7-11  

Thursday August 27 

 1Jn 2:21-29   Lk 14:12-15  

Friday August 28 

  1Jn 3:1-10   Lk 14:16-24  

Saturday August 29 

  1Jn 3:11-22   Lk 14:25-35  

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

THE TRANSFIGURATION  
 

From the day Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of the living God, the Master "began to show his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things. . . and be killed, and on the third day be raised." 

Peter scorns this prediction, nor do the others understand 

it any better than he. In this context the mysterious epi-

sode of Jesus' Transfiguration takes place on a high 

mountain, before three witnesses chosen by himself: Pe-

ter, James and John. Jesus' face and clothes become daz-

zling with light, and Moses and Elijah appear, speaking 

"of his departure, which he was to accomplish at Jerusa-

lem". A cloud covers him and a voice from heaven says: 

"This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" 

For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory, con-

firming Peter's confession. He also reveals that he will 

have to go by the way of the cross at Jerusalem in order 

to "enter into his glory". 

Moses and Elijah had seen God's glory on the Moun-

tain; the Law and the Prophets had announced the Mes-

siah's sufferings. Christ's Passion is the will of the Fa-

ther: the Son acts as God's servant; The cloud indicates 

the presence of the Holy Spirit. "The whole Trinity ap-

peared: the Father in the voice; the Son in the man; the 

Spirit in the shining cloud." 

On the threshold of the public life: the baptism; on 

the threshold of the Passover: the Transfiguration. Jesus' 

baptism proclaimed "the mystery of the first regenera-

tion", namely, our Baptism; the Transfiguration "is the 

sacrament of the second regeneration": our own Resur-

rection. From now on we share in the Lord's Resurrec-

tion through the Spirit who acts in the sacraments of the 

Body of Christ. the Transfiguration gives us a foretaste 

of Christ's glorious coming, when he "will change our 

lowly body to be like his glorious body." But it also re-

calls that "it is through many persecutions that we must 

enter the kingdom of God": 

Peter did not yet understand this when he wanted to 

remain with Christ on the mountain. It has been reserved 

for you, Peter, but for after death. For now, Jesus says: 

"Go down to toil on earth, to serve on earth, to be 

scorned and crucified on earth. Life goes down to be 

killed; Bread goes down to suffer hunger; the Way goes 

down to be exhausted on his journey; the Spring goes 

down to suffer thirst; and you refuse to suffer?" 



Saint Maron Catholic Church  

 

BREAD AND WINE 

Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host 

and Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting 

donations from three different families each 

month.  

 Bread and Wine for the month of August 2020, in 

loving memory of Tabet and Fleifel families, by 

Nuha Tabet  

 Bread and Wine for the month of August 2020, in 

loving memory of Charlotte Khalil, by Christine 

Khalil  

 Bread and Wine for the month of August 2020, in 

loving memory of Mickael & Loucine Kassis, 

by Georges & Jamie  Kassis and family  

Collection  $ 1,574 

Donation by mail $ 70 

Online Donation  $ 225 

Thank you for your continuous support to St 

Maron. You can support the Church by mail or 

through our website donating online  

www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my 

soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never per-

mit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

(Our father… Hail Mary… Glory be) 

Collection Sunday August 16, 2020 

Our Congratulations and Best Wishes to 
 

Peter Anthony Souaid 

&  

Lisa Rose Shammas 
 

who were married at St. Maron Church 

on Sunday, August 16, 2020 

We pray that the Lord God may grant 

this couple happiness and joy 

in their lives together  

as husband and wife! 

Our Congratulations and Best Wishes to 

Chloe Douaihy, Grace Chabiaa, James Lanno, 

Madeleine Bott,  Maroun Geagea  

who received their first communion  

 at St. Maron Church 

on Sunday August 16, 2020  
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Eddie O’Brien
248.854.2876
Ed O’Brien
313.378.0253
www.2EdsRealty.com

543 Main Street
Rochester, MI 48307
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

2 Eds Realty Team
Two Eds Are Better Than One!

2EdsRealty@gmail.com

Paul R. Calcaterra

Elie BejjaniElie Bejjani,, Attorney and Real Estate Broker

313.757.0036
WWW.BEJJANILAW.COM

Clinton Villa  
 Affordable, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments in Clinton Township 

ClintonVilla.org  (586) 792-0358

1-800-VERHEYDEN 1-800-837-4393
www.verheyden.org

warren
detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

“The Same 
Always to All”

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

(586) 726-4823

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
53950 Van Dyke Avenue
48801 Romeo Plank

313-344-4100
5555 Conner Street, Floor 4, Detroit, MI 48213

We are       BuildingWebsitesPlus
a microbusiness helping small businesses
build better websites plus SEO content.

Check us out @ www.BuildingWebsitesPlus.com
Call Dan @ 248-860-6259 or Chris @ 248-897-2740

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work


