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FRUIT OF THE WORD 

September 13, 2020 

 The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector 

highlights two ways of praying. One false, that of the 

Pharisee, and the other authentic, that of the tax col-

lector. The Pharisee embodies an attitude that does 

not express thanksgiving to God for his benefits and 

mercy, but rather self-satisfaction. He is righteous, he 

strives to be in compliance with the Law, scrupulous-

ly observes all the precepts. The Pharisee feels right; 

he preens on this and judges others from the height of 

his presumption. He stands in front of the temple, 

confident, pleased with his religious performance. 

The tax collector, on the other hand, does not multi-

ply the words. He is a poor fellow, a public sinner, an 

outcast. His prayer is humble, sober, pervaded by the 

awareness of his own unworthiness, of his own miser-

ies. This man truly recognizes himself in need of 

God's forgiveness, of God's mercy.  

The prayer of the tax collector is the prayer of 

the poor, it is the prayer pleasing to God that 

"reaches the clouds". While the prayer of the 

Pharisee is weighed down by the ballast of vani-

ty. In the light of this Word, we can ask our-

selves: how do we pray? Do we act like the tax 

collector: humbly, before God? 

In this parable Jesus wants us to understand 

the importance of sincere prayer, the one that 

comes from the heart and essentially expresses 

the need for conversion, repentance. Jesus is not 

judging the behavior and the social and religious 

category of the Pharisees, condemning them, nor 

does he want to exalt the category of tax collec-

tors, making them rise to models of prayer and 

conversion, but simply wants to tell us that in the 

life of every person the moment arrives when one 

carries out a verification of one's existence face 

to face with God. And this is done in prayer, 

when in the authenticity of our being we under-

stand our limitations, we recognize our sins and 

humbly ask for forgiveness in order to start doing 

things less wrong and always more just and holy. 

May this be our sincere prayer, in communion 

with the whole church,: "O God, you do not pre-

fer people and you give us the certainty that the 

prayer of the humble penetrates the clouds; look 

at us too as the tax collector repentant, and let us 

open ourselves to trust in your mercy to be justi-

fied in your name ". Amen. 
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LITURGY INTENTIONS 

Sun. Sept. 13: The Fruit of the Word (Lit. p 492) 

 9:30 am [Lector: Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Catherine Stapleton, by Marie and Mary 

Michaels 

Liturgy for Jay Tahnoose, by Marie and Mary Michaels 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for Amy and Joseph Laus 

Liturgy for all the innocent men and women who were 

victims of September 11 
 

Sun. Sept. 20: First Sunday after the Holy Cross (Lit. 

p 606) 

 9:30 am [Lector: Robert Safadi] 

Liturgy for Boulos and Margaret Helou, by Cesar & 

Diane Helou 

Liturgy for Charbel, Victoria and Katrine Fares, by 

Cesar & Diane Helou 

Liturgy for the intentions and donors of Catholic 

Extension Society 

 11:30 am [Lector: Alex Agbay] 

Liturgy for Raymond Mabarak, by Emily Sliman 

Liturgy for Sam & Thelma Abdoo and their daughter 

Mary carol Abdoo Duda, by Mark Adams 

AT HOME, WE CAN READ THE BIBLE 

Sunday September 13 

 Rom 8:18-27   Lk 18:9-14 

Monday September 14 

 1Cor 1:18-25   Jn 12:20-32  

Tuesday September 15 

  2Pet 1:1-11   Jn 3:11-21  

Wednesday September 16 

 2Pet 1:12-21   Jn 8:21-30  

Thursday September 17 

 2Pet 3:1-9   Jn 12:31-36  

Friday September 18 

  2Pet 3:10-18   Mk 8:31-38  

Saturday September 19 

 Jude 1-7   Jn 18:33-38  

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
JESUS AND THE LAW  

At the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus 

issued a solemn warning in which he presented God's 

law, given on Sinai during the first covenant, in light 

of the grace of the New Covenant: 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or 

the prophets: I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 

For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 

from the law, until all is accomplished. Therefore, 

whoever breaks one of the least of these command-

ments, and teaches others to do the same, will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 

does them and teaches them will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven. 

Jesus, Israel's Messiah and therefore the greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven, was to fulfill the Law by 

keeping it in its all embracing detail - according to his 

own words, down to "the least of these command-

ments". He is in fact the only one who could keep it 

perfectly. On their own admission the Jews were nev-

er able to observe the Law in its entirety without vio-

lating the least of its precepts. This is why every year 

on the Day of Atonement the children of Israel ask 

God's forgiveness for their transgressions of the Law. 

the Law indeed makes up one inseparable whole, and 

St. James recalls, "Whoever keeps the whole law but 

fails in one point has become guilty of all of it." 

This principle of integral observance of the Law not 

only in letter but in spirit was dear to the Pharisees. 

By giving Israel this principle they had led many 

Jews of Jesus' time to an extreme religious zeal. This 

zeal, were it not to lapse into "hypocritical" casuist-

ry, could only prepare the People for the unprecedent-

ed intervention of God through the perfect fulfillment 

of the Law by the only Righteous One in place of all 

sinners. 

Monday September 14, 2020 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross 

Liturgy at 7pm 

Followed by an Outdoor procession  

(Weather permitting) 
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BREAD AND WINE 

Please contact the Rectory to donate the Host 

and Wine for $50.00/month, we will be accepting 

donations from three different families each 

month.  

 Bread and Wine for the month of September 

2020, in loving memory of Adib & Afife Saleh, 

by Joe & Marie Saleh  

 Bread and Wine for the month of September 

2020, in loving memory of Maroun & Wardieh 

Khalil,  by Georges & Jamie  Kassis and family  

 Bread and Wine for the month of September 

2020, for Special Intention, by John & Samira 

Matar  

Collection  $ 1,343 

Donation by mail $ 200 

Online Donation  $ 365 

Second Collection $ 232 

Thank you for your continuous support to St 

Maron. You can support the Church by mail or 

through our website donating online  

www.saintmarondetroit.org/donate-online  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at 

this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 

spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You 

were already there and unite myself wholly to 

You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

(Our father… Hail Mary… Glory be) 

Collection Sunday September 06, 2020 

CATECHISM  CLASSES 
 

Another year of catechism begins. We are ready 

to start the class on October 11, at 10:30 am. 

Please sign up by completing the forms in the ves-

tibule of the church,. 

Volunteers to teach are highly appreciated! 
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Eddie O’Brien
248.854.2876
Ed O’Brien
313.378.0253
www.2EdsRealty.com

543 Main Street
Rochester, MI 48307
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

2 Eds Realty Team
Two Eds Are Better Than One!

2EdsRealty@gmail.com

Paul R. Calcaterra

Elie BejjaniElie Bejjani,, Attorney and Real Estate Broker

313.757.0036
WWW.BEJJANILAW.COM

Clinton Villa  
 Affordable, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments in Clinton Township 

ClintonVilla.org  (586) 792-0358

1-800-VERHEYDEN 1-800-837-4393
www.verheyden.org

warren
detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

“The Same 
Always to All”

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

(586) 726-4823

 Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
 “Welcoming New Patients”
 Beaumont Affiliated Physician
 www.silverpinedocs.com

43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
53950 Van Dyke Avenue
48801 Romeo Plank

313-344-4100
5555 Conner Street, Floor 4, Detroit, MI 48213

We are       BuildingWebsitesPlus
a microbusiness helping small businesses
build better websites plus SEO content.

Check us out @ www.BuildingWebsitesPlus.com
Call Dan @ 248-860-6259 or Chris @ 248-897-2740

Contact Judee Nelson to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6319 

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF

any plumbing work


