
The Spotlight 
Immaculate Conception Church 

Ira Township, Michigan 

August 30, 2020 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

 

Enter for Worship, Depart for Service



Immaculate Conception Parish, Ira, Michigan                  August 30, 2020                                         Page 2

TUES 
1

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH
9764 Dixie Highway, Ira Township, MI 48023
Phone: 586•725•3051     Fax: 586•725•8240

CHURCH BUILDING IS OPEN 
Monday - Saturday 7am - 7pm
Sunday 8am - 1:30pm

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:30pm
Sunday 8am  |  10am  |  12pm
Monday 8:30am
Tuesday 6:30pm
Wednesday 8:30am
Thursday 8:30am
Friday 8:30am

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday 9am to 12pm
Tuesday 9am to 12pm
Thursday 9am to 12pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday  9am
Saturday  3:30pm

ANOINTING OF THE SICK / HOMEBOUND 
Call the parish office to arrange for anointing for someone 
who is seriously ill or preparing for surgery or if you would 
like Holy Communion brought to your home. 
PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms are available in the parish office or you 
may register online at iccatholic.org.
PARISH DATABASE
Immaculate Conception invites you to create your own 
member account.  You may contact the parish office with 
your e-mail address and we will send you a link to join our 
Breeze system where you may update your personal infor-
mation and start or adjust online giving.   
(ic.breezechms.com)
ONLINE OR TEXT TO GIVE
For your convenience we offer Online Giving.  You may 
contribute using a checking or savings account, credit, or 
debit card, and you may update or cancel at any time.  You 
may make a one-time donation or set up a repeating 
schedule. We also offer Text-to-Give — just text your dona-
tion amount to 586-435-0011.  To give online just visit  
iccatholic.org/e-giving, call the parish office, 586-725-3051, 
if you need help.  

Mass Times & Information

MON 
31

8:30am Mass  .................
9:00am-2:30pm Adoration ...FRI 

4

1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21 [18]/Lk 6:1-5

Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20

1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Lk 5:33-39

8:00am Mass  .................
10:00am Mass  ...............
12:00pm Mass  ...............
1:30pm Blessed Mother Birthday .................
6:30pm High School Youth Ministry .................

1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [1]/Lk 5:1-11

1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14 [17]/Lk 4:31-37

1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 [12]/Lk 4:38-44

1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 [97]/Lk 4:16-30

SUN 
6

9:00am Mass .................
3:30pm Confessions .................
4:30pm Mass .................

8:30am Mass  .................
9am-12pm Parish Office Open ...........

SAT 
5

8:30am Mass  .................
6:30pm Youth Ministry Gathering .................

8:30am Mass  .................
9:00am Confessions .................
9am-12pm Parish Office Open ...........
6:30pm Baptism Prep .................
7:30pm Fatima Devotions .................

THU 
3

8:00am SoulCore .................
9am-12pm Parish Office Open ...........
9:15am SoulCore .................
6:30pm Mass  .................
7:15-9:00pm Adoration ........
7:15pm Parish Council Meeting .................

WED 
2
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The dispensation from attending Sunday Mass granted 
back in the spring by Archbishop Vigneron was to have 
ended  next weekend on Sunday September 6.

However, because of ongoing concerns on the part of 
many regarding COVID-19, the Archbishop has extended 
the dispensation until Sunday November 22 (the 
Solemnity of Christ the King—the last Sunday before Ad-
vent).

Anyone with serious health issues, experiencing a cold 
or the flu or other respiratory illness, or otherwise con-
cerned about personal safety, is free of the obligation to 
attend weekend Mass.  Your health and safety is our 
priority.

However, please remember that the church is disin-
fected after each weekend Mass, and at least once per 
day during the week.  Other safety precautions are also in 
effect (e.g., social distancing, special procedures for 
Communion, live-streaming the Mass to the parish hall, 
etc.).  As it happens, Mass attendance has been rising a 
little bit each weekend (though it’s still well below pre-
COVID levels).

If for any reason you feel unable to attend Mass on 
Sunday, you may want to consider coming to a less-
crowded weekday Mass.  At the very least, if you’re not 
attending Mass on the weekend, you are still expected to 
fulfill your Sunday obligation by watching it on-line or on 
TV; the dispensation from attending Mass does not free us 
from the continuing obligation to obey the Third Com-
mandment to “keep holy the Sabbath.”

* * * * *
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for September is 

“That the planet’s resources will not be plundered, but 
shared in a just and respectful manner.”

* * * * *
Planning is continuing for the proposed restructuring of 

the 218 parishes in the Archdiocese into approximately 60 
Families of Parishes.  This is an attempt to prepare for 
the steady decline in the number of parish priests over the 
next ten years (from 248 to a projected 158), while also 
addressing the financial hardship many parishes are cur-
rently facing due to the COVID-19-caused lockdown earlier 
this year.

Here in the Blue Water Vicariate, our ten parishes will 
be formed into three different “families,” theoretically allow-
ing the priests to focus less on administration and more on 
pastoral ministry (though a parish’s financial assets and 
liabilities will remain strictly its own).  The vicariate priests, 
in consultation with Bishop Robert Fisher and several 
archdiocesan resource persons, have been discussing 
which possible groupings of parishes would make the most 
sense.  A final proposal on our part will be presented to 
Archbishop Vigneron for his approval by October 1.  Then, 
half of the proposed families will begin planning for the re-
structuring next January, with implementation to begin in 
July; the remaining families will go through this process in 
2022.

More information will be provided as it becomes avail-
able.

* * * * *

Anyone with an interest or concern in this area is wel-
come to attend; for more information, you may call Lisa 
Murphy at 586-431-7925.  Also, the National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline can be reached at 1-800-273-TALK 
(8255).  suicidepreventionlifeline.org

* * * * *
This quote on preventing COVID-19 infections, for 

what it may be worth, is from the August 2020 issue of The 
Bob Livingston Letter:

“Indonesian researchers analyzed hospital records of 
780 people who tested positive for SARS-CoV-2, the coro-
navirus that causes COVID-19.  Results revealed 98.9 
percent of infected patients defined as Vitamin D defi-
cient—below 20ng/ml—died.  Yet this fell to just 4.1 per-
cent for patients who had enough of the nutrient.

“Bill Sardi, writing on LewRockewell.com, has the right 
idea:  ‘It took till 2020 for researcher Michael F. Holick, writ-
ing in Public Health Reviews, to describe the lack of Vita-
min D deficiency as a pandemic, suggesting much larger 
doses be added to foods or taken as supplements to pre-
vent infectious diseases as well as a long list of other mal-
adies. . . . The world should be inoculating with vitamin D, 
not viral particles that are a little bit of disease 
themselves.”

* * * * *
A sales representative tired of his job, so—after the 

necessary training—he began a new career as a police 
officer.  A few weeks later a friend asked how he liked his 
new line of work, and he said, “Well, the pay is good, and 
the hours aren’t bad—but what I especially like is that the 
customer is always wrong.”

* * * * *
Thought for the Day:

Holy desire fills us only to the extent that we cut off our 
longings from the love of the world.  You must first empty 
what you want to be filled.  If you are to be filled with what 
is good, then you must pour out what is evil. . . . In truth, 
we are to be filled with Something beyond words:  God 
Himself.  We must stretch ourselves out to Him, then, so 
that when He comes, He may fill us.

                                                        --St. Augustine

F r.  J o e ’ s  J o t t i n g s

Thursday September 10 is “Suicide 
Prevention Day,” and Harbor Oaks 
Hospital (35031 23 Mile Road in New 
Baltimore) is hosting a Community Re-
source Fair from 10am – 2pm (in its 
front parking lot along 23 Mile).  Repre-
sentatives will be present from local 
mental health providers and substance 
abuse treatment programs, along with 
suicide prevention specialists.
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS

COVID has made many changes in our lifestyle, our 
households, our worship space, our place of learning and 
more!

In an effort to address COVID concerns, Immaculate 
Conception has hired a cleaning company to deep clean 
and sanitize the campus buildings on a regular basis. Due 
to budgetary constraints and the time frame it takes to 
deep clean the school building after school dismisses and 
before Faith Formation begins, and cleaning again after 
faith formation dismisses, it has been decided that the 
Faith Formation program will go virtual. This will not be 
painful – I give you my promise!

As we again re-design our program, families will still 
gather once a month or once a quarter for Whole Family 
Catechesis and pick up/drop off of materials.

Families that have already registered have been con-
tacted. For those who will be registering, please still select 
the day that you would like to register for. We will be re-
assessing our program quarterly and your selection will 
help with future decisions.

As always, if you have any questions, concerns, hesi-
tancy or obstacles, please reach out to me! I want to help 
in any way that I can. It is very important to me that we all 
continue to grow in faith and deepen our relationship with 
Jesus. Growing pains don’t always have to hurt!

Classes will still begin on Sunday, September 27th 
and Monday, October 5th.

Summer Blessings,
Tina Kovalcik, DRE

586-725-1762
GIVING

The mystery of God’s giving is that He gives so much. 
Jesus gave His very life for love of the world. We are so 
constrained by our human limitations that we can love 
only with a small piece of ourselves. God cannot love ex-
cept totally, completely, unconditionally. When we ask for 
expressions of His love, our very requests impose limits, 
and yet we are constantly amazed at the way He tran-
scends those limits. We ask for a grain of sand and he 
gives us the beach; we ask for a drop of water and He 
gives us the ocean; we ask for life and He gives us eterni-
ty. God’s gifts are His way of showing reverence for us; 
our reverence for Him must come in our grateful response 
to these gifts.

When Jesus walked this earth, He had a reverence 
for individuals that was truly an experience of love. And 
He has that same reverence for us as individuals today. In 
some way, the radiant glory of another person, of all na-
ture, is the glory of earth. Each one of us, in some myste-
rious way, is the glory of God. Through prayer we have to 
discern that radiant glory of God in one another. Each one 
of us is a kind of prism, a rainbow, a light for one another.

F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n

I would like to extend a grateful thank-you to all the 
catechists who have stepped forward to extend their gifts 
of faith formation in this parish. It is with each other that 
we draw strength and hope. It is with God’s love and for-
giveness that we manage the tasks of each day, no mat-
ter how easy or how challenging. God’s gifts are great! 
Let us use our gifts for the benefit of each other.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
Our next Baptism preparation session titled Christ-

ian Parenting will be held on Thursday, September 3rd 
beginning at 6:30pm.  This gathering will touch on the 
following topics: 

•Creating a faith nurturing home
•Catholic Traditions and family traditions
•Promoting and keeping a faith filled relationship
•Living a sacramental life 
•Catholic parenting
•Raising a child in the faith 
Parents of those to be baptized in the near future 

and parents with young children are invited to attend.  
Please call the Faith Formation Office at 586-725-1762 
to register for this class.  

I MIGHT WANT TO BECOME CATHOLIC – 
WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?

This is a great question and sometimes we don’t 
know who to ask?  We may be timid or feel committed if 
we do ask.  If you are thinking of becoming Catholic or 
completing sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Holy Com-
munion &/or Confirmation), call the Faith Formation Of-
fice for information.

Every year  thousands of adults enter the Catholic 
Church.   People come from all walks of life and range in 
age from young  adolescents to adulthood. These 
adults  come into full communion with the  Catholic 
Church through a process called  the  Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults or better known as RCIA. 

RCIA consists of a series of four stages with no pre-
set timetable, each celebrated with a Rite or 
service.   Participants move through at their own pace.  
Generally, full reception into the Church takes place at an 
Easter Vigil with the celebration of Baptism, Confirmation 
and First Holy Communion.  Those who have been bap-
tized into another Christian faith tradition make a Profes-
sion of Faith instead and are not re-baptized. 

WHAT IS THE RCIA FORMATION PROCESS?
Regular sessions provide instruction in the teachings 

of Jesus Christ and His Church.  The focus is on devel-
oping and/or deepening a personal relationship with Je-
sus Christ, one that gives praise to God and leads to lov-
ing service of others.  It is a journey in faith and an op-
portunity to grow in mind, body and spirit.

Continued on Page 7 

L i v e ~ L e a r n ~ G r o w  
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For Your Life: Scott Hahn Reflects on 
The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

"Today’s First Reading catches the prophet         
Jeremiah in a moment of weakness. His intimate lamen-
tation contains some of the strongest language of doubt 
found in the Bible. Following God’s call, he feels aban-
doned. Preaching His Word has brought him only deri-
sion and reproach.

But God does not deceive—and Jeremiah knows 
this. God tests the just (see  Jeremiah 20:11–12), and 
disciplines His children through their sufferings and trials 
(see Hebrews 12:5–7).

What Jeremiah learns, Jesus states explicitly in to-
day’s Gospel. To follow Him is to take up a cross, to 
deny yourself—your priorities, preferences, and com-
forts. It is to be willing to give it all up, even life itself, for 
the sake of His Gospel. As Paul says in today’s Epistle, 
we have to join ourselves to the passion of Christ, to 
offer our bodies—our whole beings—as living sacrifices 
to God.

By His Cross, Jesus has shown us what Israel’s 
sacrifices of animals were meant to teach: we owe to 
God all that we have. God’s kindness is a greater good 
than life itself, as we sing in today’s Psalm. The only 
thanks we can offer is our spiritual worship—to give our 
lives to the service of His will (see  Hebrews 10:3–
11; Psalm 50:14, 23).

Peter doesn’t yet get this in today’s Gospel. As it 
was for Jeremiah, the cross is a stumbling block for Pe-
ter (see  1 Corinthians 1:23). This too is our natural 
temptation—to refuse to believe that our sufferings play 
a necessary part in God’s plan.

That’s how people think, Jesus tells us today. But 
we are called to the renewal of our minds—to think as 
God thinks, to will what He wills.

In the Mass, we once again offer ourselves as per-
fect and pleasing sacrifices of praise (see  Hebrews 
13:15).   

We bless Him as we live, confident that we will find 
our lives in losing them, that with the riches of His ban-
quet, our souls will be satisfied."

   God bless. Deacon Ken

Sign Up to receive Dr. Scott Hahn's FREE Sunday Bible 
Reflections every week Sunday Bible Reflections 
with Dr. Scott www.stpaulcenter.com

D e a c o n  S p e a K e nH e r o e s  &  H e r o i n e s  ( S a i n t s )  
F r o m  O u r  F a m i l y  H i s t o r y

Thurs.,Sept. 3rd, St. Gregory the Great, Pope, 
Doctor of the Church: St. Gregory was born at 

Rome around the year 540. He rose through 
various public offices to the prefecture which 
he renounced. He entered the monastic 
life, once ordained deacon, he discharged 
the duties of legate at Constantinople. On 
Sept. 3, 590 he was elevated to the Chair 
of St. Peter and he proved to be a true 
shepherd by carrying out his office, help-
ing the poor, spreading and strengthening 

the faith. As pope, he was noted for liturgi-
cal reform and chant; sent missionaries to 

England; wrote on many moral and theological 
subjects (e.g. Moralia on Job, Dialogues and Pastoral 
Rule). He is one of the four great doctors of the Latin 
Church. He called himself the "servus servorum Dei", 
servant of the servants of God. He is the patron saint 
of music. He died on March 12, 604.

Order of Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours and Celebration of the  
Eucharist, 2020: Archdiocese of Detroit & the six Dioceses of Michigan.

The 2020 Festival is pretty 
much finished.  We have a 
few numbers that we 
would like to share with 
you, our workers and our 
parishioners.

Income wise....All raffles, Grand, Not Cookin' and 
Pig/Beef took in $28,185, food booths, $2,600, auc-
tions $4,288, white elephant $1,115 and miscella-
neous donations $2,585.  Other income items, car 
show, craft show, etc $3,412.
The total income came to $42,185.

The expenses which includes licenses, postage, 
prizes, cost of tickets, entertainment, food, beer, ser-
vice credit hours, and other miscellaneous items 
added up to be $26,950.  
The total profit for the day came to $15,235. 

One very short day, storms, water everywhere, 
and who knows what else, fun, music and the juggler.  
A good profit for the time.   

Thank you one and all for your time, talent, and 
help in your own way.

See you next year, Your Festival Committee

p.s. these figures are still rough, please don’t shoot us 
if they change a slight bit.  :-)

T h e  V e r y  M i n i  F e s t i v a l   
D i d  V e r y  W e l l
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Dear Jesus,
Thank you for the gift of learning!

I want to grow closer to you
in everything I do at school.

In math and science, help me to see
Your beautiful plan in the world.
Help me to discover new stories
and values as I read and write.

In arts and music, help me to be creative.
In sports, help me to treat my teammates

and my opponents fairly.

Help me to learn new skills
in technology.

Jesus, You are the perfect teacher.
Help me to listen with open ears,
an open heart, and an open mind

to all my teachers at school.
Help me to treat my classmates
with care, kindness, and respect.

Thank you, Jesus, for school!
Amen.

©LPi

A  S t u d e n t ’ s  P r a y e r

Shine
YOUTH MINISTRY

L e t  U s  S h a r e  O u r  T h o u g h t s  o n  G o d  W i t h  Y o u

Thoughts on Our God
1) Why do you love Jesus?
~ “I love Jesus because He died for us and He will always be there for me and He loves me.”
~ “I love Jesus because He is kind and forgiving and helps me make the right choices.”
~ “I love Jesus because He loved me so much that He was willing to give up His own life on the 
cross for my salvation.  
I love Him because He is proof that God loves mankind so much that He was willing to send His 
only son.”
~ “I love Jesus because He is someone that I can always talk to and He is always there for me.”
~ “The reason I love Jesus is because, He’s helped me through tough times.”
~ “I love Jesus because He always accepts me even when I make mistakes.
~ “I love Jesus because He’s the creator.”
~ “I love Jesus because He does everything for me.”
~ “I love Jesus because He’s the only person who understands me when I cannot speak my 
mind.”
~ “I love Jesus because He has been there for me when others have not and He loves me 
unconditionally without expecting any thing in return.”

2) What has Jesus done in your life?
~ “He was with me through the hard times and helped my Dad when he was really sick and almost didn’t make it.”
~ ”Jesus helps to guide me down the right path and protect me.”
~ “Jesus has been there for me during very rough times.  He has also appeared in my life when I didn’t know it.”
~ “He has always looked down at me and has allowed me to get back to going to youth group.”
~ “Jesus has made me think clearly and helped better myself at low times I’ve had.”
~ “He’s made me realize that there is a heaven for all.”
~ “He protects my life.”
~ “Jesus has showed me that anything is possible when you believe in Him.”
~ “Jesus has helped me to not feel alone when I was suffering with no one to understand.”
~ “He has healed my Dad when he was really sick and supported me through the whole thing.”

3) How does Jesus show that He loves you?
~ “Jesus shows me He loves me by always answering my prayers and helping me make the right choices.”
~ “Jesus shows us that He loves us through His willingness to sacrifice Himself for our sins.  He also shows us that He loves us
through His selfless works of charity throughout His life.
~ “He shows me that He loves me by always being there beside me in the hard times, but also letting me struggle a little so I can 
learn.”
~ “By blessing me with great people in my life.”
~ “He shows love towards me by showing me how good of a person I am and that I could be happy always.”
~ “He shows me love by forgiving me all my wrong doings.”
~ “Because He’s very forgiving.”
~ “He shows me He loves me by blessing me.”
~ “Jesus shows that He loves me by giving me amazing people in my life.”
~ “He died on the cross for us even though He did not want to and He did it to save us all.”

4) How does a child of God act?
~ “A child of God spreads His word and does kind acts for all and tries to have their best life, spreading His word.
~ “A child of God acts respectfully and always follows the Ten Commandments.”
~ “ A child of God acts in a way that spreads Christ.  They live through the Gospel and share the Good News of God, Jesus Christ.  
If they sin, they seek forgiveness from God.  They selflessly dedicate themselves to a life of helping others before themselves.  
Finally, they love God with all their hearts.”
~ “A child of God prays and goes to Church.”
~ “A child of God acts holy and tries not to make mistakes and tries to please God in all ways possible, I think.”
~ “They act kind to one another and pray often.”
~ “A child of God believes in Him and is a very kind person.”
~ “I don’t think there is any specific way a child of God acts, since everyone is a child of God.”
~ “A child of God should be a role model to others.  They should be accepting and caring and selfless.  The should strive to live by 
Jesus’ example.”

From Immaculate Conception SHINE youth group

Thoughts on Our God
1) Why do you love Jesus?
~ “I love Jesus because He died for us and He will always be there for me and He loves me.”
~ “I love Jesus because He is kind and forgiving and helps me make the right choices.”
~ “I love Jesus because He loved me so much that He was willing to give up His own life on the 
cross for my salvation.  
I love Him because He is proof that God loves mankind so much that He was willing to send His 
only son.”
~ “I love Jesus because He is someone that I can always talk to and He is always there for me.”
~ “The reason I love Jesus is because, He’s helped me through tough times.”
~ “I love Jesus because He always accepts me even when I make mistakes.
~ “I love Jesus because He’s the creator.”
~ “I love Jesus because He does everything for me.”
~ “I love Jesus because He’s the only person who understands me when I cannot speak my 
mind.”
~ “I love Jesus because He has been there for me when others have not and He loves me 
unconditionally without expecting any thing in return.”

2) What has Jesus done in your life?
~ “He was with me through the hard times and helped my Dad when he was really sick and almost didn’t make it.”
~ ”Jesus helps to guide me down the right path and protect me.”
~ “Jesus has been there for me during very rough times.  He has also appeared in my life when I didn’t know it.”
~ “He has always looked down at me and has allowed me to get back to going to youth group.”
~ “Jesus has made me think clearly and helped better myself at low times I’ve had.”
~ “He’s made me realize that there is a heaven for all.”
~ “He protects my life.”
~ “Jesus has showed me that anything is possible when you believe in Him.”
~ “Jesus has helped me to not feel alone when I was suffering with no one to understand.”
~ “He has healed my Dad when he was really sick and supported me through the whole thing.”

3) How does Jesus show that He loves you?
~ “Jesus shows me He loves me by always answering my prayers and helping me make the right choices.”
~ “Jesus shows us that He loves us through His willingness to sacrifice Himself for our sins.  He also shows us that He loves us
through His selfless works of charity throughout His life.
~ “He shows me that He loves me by always being there beside me in the hard times, but also letting me struggle a little so I can 
learn.”
~ “By blessing me with great people in my life.”
~ “He shows love towards me by showing me how good of a person I am and that I could be happy always.”
~ “He shows me love by forgiving me all my wrong doings.”
~ “Because He’s very forgiving.”
~ “He shows me He loves me by blessing me.”
~ “Jesus shows that He loves me by giving me amazing people in my life.”
~ “He died on the cross for us even though He did not want to and He did it to save us all.”

4) How does a child of God act?
~ “A child of God spreads His word and does kind acts for all and tries to have their best life, spreading His word.
~ “A child of God acts respectfully and always follows the Ten Commandments.”
~ “ A child of God acts in a way that spreads Christ.  They live through the Gospel and share the Good News of God, Jesus Christ.  
If they sin, they seek forgiveness from God.  They selflessly dedicate themselves to a life of helping others before themselves.  
Finally, they love God with all their hearts.”
~ “A child of God prays and goes to Church.”
~ “A child of God acts holy and tries not to make mistakes and tries to please God in all ways possible, I think.”
~ “They act kind to one another and pray often.”
~ “A child of God believes in Him and is a very kind person.”
~ “I don’t think there is any specific way a child of God acts, since everyone is a child of God.”
~ “A child of God should be a role model to others.  They should be accepting and caring and selfless.  The should strive to live by 
Jesus’ example.”

From Immaculate Conception SHINE youth group
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R o s a r y  C r u s a d e  a t  I C   
P r a y  F o r  O u r  C o u n t r y

August 24-November 3

48023

Let’s present God with as 
many heartfelt prayers 

through Our Lady and the 
Rosary as possible. 

We also will be using the prayer card for Elections by Fr. John Hardon.

Immaculate Conception, Ira, MIRosary Crusade
Come join us on the Church grounds or pray it spiritually with us from home.

Monday through Friday at 5:30pm 
Saturday and Sunday pray it on your own

Pray for the upcoming Election

Would you like to go on an amazing adventure, meet new 
people and grow closer to God? Two great book studies will be 
underway starting September 10, every other Thursday!

The Divine Mercy Book Discussion and Prayer Group would 
love for you to join us as we begin a new journey through a 
couple of great books!   Each person’s input is invaluable as we 
share what it means to us and how we are able to grow closer 
to Our Lord through it!  If you would just like to come and listen, 
you are able to do that too!  

The Morning group will be reading “Interior Freedom” writ-
ten by Fr. Jacques Philippe.   This book offers uplifting ways of 
making Our Lord the Center of our life, while leaving worldly 
ways, anxieties and fears behind.   The morning group will meet 
right after the 8:30am Mass for fellowship and start at 9:30am. 

The Evening Group is reading “Your Soul in the Balance.”  
Written by our Pastor, Fr. Joe!   This book is beautifully crafted 
and will give us much for discussion on Spiritual Warfare, Pur-
gatory and the Four Last Things.  The evening group will meet 
at 6:30pm for fellowship and start at 6:45pm.

Call or text Laura Somogy at 810-334-5101 if you need a 
copy of the book!   Interior Freedom is $10 and Your Soul in the 
Balance is $18.00.  They are available in a limited quantity.

B o o k  S t u d y  G r o u p  B e g i n s        
S e p t e m b e r  1 0 t h

WHO SHOULD ATTEND RCIA ?
1. Individuals who have never been baptized and are 
seeking information about or entry into the Catholic 
Church (Catechumens). 
2. Those who were baptized in another Christian faith 
tradition and desire to join the Catholic Church (Can-
didates). 
3. Those who were baptized Catholic but never re-
ceived First Holy Communion and Confirmation (also 
called Candidates).
Our formal formation sessions begin in October.  

Don’t wait until fall to begin this walk of faith.  For more 
information please contact Tina Kovalcik in the Faith 
Formation Office, 586-725-1762.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN
If you are an adult over the age of 18 and wishing to 

volunteer at a school event, faith formation event, take 
communion to the homebound or help in any other ca-
pacity where you will be around children, elderly or 
handicap persons, you will need to attend this free work-
shop!
Thank you, Archdiocese of Detroit, for making this 
mandatory workshop available online!  Please see the 
below information.

In light of the current health concern, one pru-
dent and preventative measure we can take is to 
make the VIRTUS Protecting God's Children training 
available Online.  This is a temporary precaution, we 
will continue online training through July 31, 2021.

Before completing Protecting God’s Children Train-
ing, all participants must first register with VIRTUS On-
line.  Please register by going to www.virtus.org and click 
on ‘First Time Registrant’.

If you need assistance registering, please contact 
Colleen via email at cwooten@iccatholic.org.

EXPLORE THE SUNDAY GOSPEL
The First Prediction of the Passion

MT 16:21–27
Jesus began to show his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly 
from the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed and on the third day 
be raised. Then Peter took Jesus aside 
and began to rebuke him, “God forbid, 
Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to 
you.” He turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are 
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wishes to 
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. What 
profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his life? Or what can one give in exchange for his 
life? For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his 
Father’s glory, and then he will repay all according to his 
conduct.”
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Names of the sick will be published 
for four weeks.  If you wish to place the 
name again, please contact the office.  

Please get permission before adding 
someone to the prayer list. 

Henry Babisz
Leon Bemben
Theresa Cangelosi
Joseph Finamore
Eileen Gretkierewicz
Donald Keller
David Liening
Darlene Maliskey
Carol McCallum
Katie Meldrum
Susan Neumann
Janet Palin
Mary Kay Puvalowski
Ashley Roldan
Scott Simons
Elianna Grace Tomczak
Delphine Wegryn
Janet Whitmer

Offertory
Envelopes $5,332.00
E-Giving $2,315.00
Loose $241.78
Children $0.00
TOTAL $7,888.78
Goal — Fiscal Year 2019-2020
$12,400 per week

THANK YOU !!

Immaculate Conception is a 
GuideStar Silver Participant

Alex Kurple, USN SFC 
Joseph T Leigh, U.S. Army
SN Alexandria Linden, USCG
Fr. Tomek Maka, USN
SSGT Anthony Martinez, U.S. Army
Joe Mazure USAF
Michael Morrow, USN
SGT Connor O'Gara, USMC
MAJ Robert Paradis, USMC
SSG Todd Richter, U.S. Army
SGT Andrew Rivera
SP4 Megan Rivera
Christopher Scott, USN
Abraham D. Sierocki, USMC
SGT Mitchell Sikorski, USMC
A1C Ryan Silkwood, USAF
A1C Aaron Paul Smith, USAF
James Stewart, USAF
Tammy Mazure Stewart, USAF
LCDR Fred Tomaszycki, USN
CSMS Mike VanDriessche, USAF
TSGT Rob VanDriessche, USAF
Bryan Washington, U.S. Army
SK1 Jason Williams, USCG
AET1 Jeffrey J. Wilson, USCG

Please Pray for our Military 
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they 
protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us in our time of need.  And give us peace. amen

If you have a family member actively serving in the military, or if you 
have a name you wish to remove due to completion of service or 

retirement, please e-mail this information to our editor at 
editor@iccatholic.org.

SSGT Codey Agemy USAF
Justin Besgrove, U.S. Army
SGT Chad Bohr, USAF
Guiseppi Buscemia, USN
TSGT Mark Buzenski, USAF
CPO Sean Cahill, USN
WO1 Jonathan Carmichael, U.S. Army
SrA Sarah Clancy, USAF
Chase Coltman, U.S. Army
SrA Alyssa Dettmer, USAF
Mark Dickerson, U.S. Army
SPC Daniel Feldpausch, U.S. Army
Captain John L. Fellows, U.S. Army
SFC Jason Finamore, U.S. Army
Sr MSGT Craig Fowler, USAF
Daniel Fox, U.S. Army
SGT Thomas Frydrych, U.S. Army
Benjamin George, U.S. Army
Bethany George, U.S. Army
Chad Gilewski, USN
SPC Caleb Herbert, U.S. Army
SGT Joshua Hishon USMC
SGT Drake Jacobsen, U.S. Army
Jason Just, U.S. Army
Jonathon Justice, USN
AB Thomas Kemp, USAF
Paul Koss, USMC

Thank
 You !!

Please consider online giving at 
www.iccatholic.org/e-giving

Your support is greatly appreciated.

Stewardship in Action - Collection Update 
August 10 - 16, 2020 

Anthony McPherson, Jr. 
Jeanette Brunker
Daniel Greenberg

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
 O Lord,  

and let the perpetual light 
shine upon them.
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Monday, August 31 — Weekday 
8:30am ✟ Angeline Cvengros — Birthday Remembrance — Requested by Her Family

✟ Maria & Paul VandeVeegaete — Requested by Their Family
Tuesday, September 1 — Weekday

6:30pm — Intentions of Stephen Phillip Smith — Requested by His Family
✟ James Everett Todd — Requested by His Family 

Wednesday, September 2 — Weekday
8:30am  ✟ Virginia Savoyard — Requested by Her Children

✟ Isabelo Fernandez — Requested by The Zacharko Family

Thursday, September 3 — St. Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church
8:30am ✟ Edward & Suzanne Taube — Requested by Their Family

— ✟ Living & Deceased Members of the Kay Family

Friday, September 4 — Weekday
8:30am — Intentions of Richard Fedon — Requested by Mary Lou Smith

✟ Edward & Dorothy Malcolm — Requested by Lou & Pat Burr 

Saturday, September 5 — Weekday, St. Teresa of Calcutta, BVM
9:00am ✟ Norbert Biebuyck — Requested by His Family 

✟ Leo Sygit — Requested by Tom Dunn
4:30pm — Intentions of Fr. John Bustamante — Requested by Odette

— Intentions of Fr. Joe Esper — Requested by Odette
r

Sunday, September 6 — Twenty-Third Sunday In Ordinary Time     
8:00am ✟ Cletus Schweiger — Requested by Bob & Fran Fowler

✟ Barb Schweiger — Requested by Her Husband
10:00am ✟ Gary Hauer — Requested by Debie

✟ Mario Tozzi — Requested by — Requested by His Wife, Florence
12:00pm — For the People of Immaculate Conception Parish

Today’s Intentions
4:30pm
✟ Ralph Macioce
✟ William Kolodziecjzak 
8:00am
✟ Jose Louis Walker
— Debbie Pryor  
10:00am
— Fr. Joe Esper
— Samantha & Katie 
12:00pm
— The People of IC

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  W e e k

ALTAR 
SERVERS

Chase Baston (sub req.) Danielle Ogilvy Samantha Winkle Parker Smerek 

EMHC John Hillerman - Host (1) 
Celebrant - Host

Carol Kaufman - Host (1) 
Nancy Sommers - Host (2) 
Celebrant - Host

Deacon Ken- Host (1)
Norman Rhodes - Host 
(2)Celebrant - Host

Todd Bont - Host (1) 
Eliana Hogarth - Host (2) 
Celebrant - Host

LECTORS Dominic Schirmer (1) 
James Ruemenapp (2)

Mary Kelley (1) 
Linda Jacques (2)

Amber Arnold (1) (sub req.) 
Carol Gawel (2)

Lisa Bont (1) 
Megan Laesch (2)

USHERS Lloyd Hartwell 
Ken Radtke

John Jacques 
Pat Clancy 
Bob Hoard 
Vic Schweiger 
Stanley Sommers

Patrick Bohr 
Bob Badovinac 
Mark Kehoe 
Donnell Robinson 
Tim VerVaecke

George Beindit 
Greg Furtah 
Anthony Jubinski 
Michael Mytinger 

SACRISTAN Tom Dunn Jan Gawel Janis Cornwell Ted Stawiasz

S e p t e m b e r  5  &  6 ,  2 0 2 0
Saturday 4:30pm Sunday 8:00am Sunday 10:00am Sunday 12:00pm
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PARISH OFFICE
9764 Dixie Highway, 
Ira Township, MI 48023
586•725•3051 

FAITH FORMATION PHONE
586•725•1762

PASTOR
Fr. Joseph Esper, Ext. 113
parish@iccatholic.org  
(not private e-mail)

DEACON
Kenneth Nowicki, 
kgnowicki@sbcglobal.net
586-725-3051 Ext. 114
586-918-8949

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE/
DIR. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Tina Kovalcik, 586•725•1762
kovalcik@iccatholic.org

FAITH FORMATION ADMIN.
586•725•1762
Laurie Hoxsie
ffsecretary@iccatholic.org

BUSINESS MANAGER
William Pantalone, Ext. 111
wpantalone@iccatholic.org

PARISH BOOKKEEPER
Andrea Burleson, Ext. 116
aburleson@iccatholic.org

PARISH ADMIN.
Pam LaBelle, Ext. 112
plabelle@iccatholic.org
Debie Hauer, Ext. 110
hauer@iccatholic.org

SCHOOL OFFICE
7043 Church Road
Ira Township, MI 48023
586•725•0078
FAX  586•725•8240

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Lawrence Ricard, Ext. 213
ricard@iccatholic.org

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Kim Wolf, Ext. 210
secretary@iccatholic.org

DIR. OF FACILITIES
Patrick Pordon, Ext. 117
ppordon@iccatholic.org

DIR. OF CEMETERIES
Patrick Pordon Ext. 127
ppordon@iccatholic.org

DIR. OF MUSIC / ORGANIST
Mark Madison
mmadison@iccatholic.org

MARKETING COORDINATOR
Alex Slavsky, c/o Ext. 111
aslavsky@iccatholic.org

SAFE ENVIRON COORDINATOR
Colleen Wooten
cwooten@iccatholic.org

CHRISTIAN SERVICE
JoAnn Augustine
586•725•4240

EDUCATION
Tina Kovalcik, 586•725•1762
kovalcik@iccatholic.org

EVANGELIZATION
Randy Proctor

FATIMA PRAYER GROUP
Beverly McCormick
586•949•9156

FINANCE COUNCIL
Theresa Austin
financecouncil@iccatholic.org

HANDCRAFTERS
Connie Szudarek

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Jim Haase
586•940-9218

BULLETIN EDITOR
Pam LaBelle
editor@iccatholic.org
DEADLINE MONDAY AT NOON

WORSHIP
Fr. Joseph Esper, Ext. 113

YOUTH MINISTER/
EVANGELIZATION COORDINATOR
Laura Somogy
youthminister@iccatholic.org
810-334-5101

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Due by Wednesdays at 1pm
parish@iccatholic.org

SENIOR CLUB
Cindi Janisse
586-876-6291

ST. VINCENT dePAUL
Anni Adkins, Ext. 118

STEWARDSHIP 
Pamela Mertes
stewardship@iccatholic.org

USHERS MINISTRY
Michael Mytinger, 734•231•2746
mj@aeronet.com

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATION
William Pantalone, Ext. 111
wpantalone@iccatholic.org

LITTLE WAY LADIES SOC.
Carol Gawel

LONG TERM PLANNING
Ron Vigneron

LOVING HANDS
Mary Kot
586•725•4433

MARY GARDEN
Mary Klein
586•484•4575

PARISH COUNCIL
Laura Somogy
810-334-5101

ROSARY MAKERS
Kathy Becker
586•949•2752

SOCIAL MEDIA
parish@iccatholic.org

ORGANIZATIONS

www.iccatholic.org

Knights of Columbus Au Lac Council 
Receives Top Award

Knights of Columbus Au Lac Council 10724 in An-
chorville was awarded the distinction of Star Council, the 
international organization’s top honor for local councils. 
The Star Council Award recognizes overall excellence in 
the areas of growing membership, promoting Knights of 
Columbus insurance benefits, sponsoring Catholic faith 
formation programs and volunteering time through ser-
vice-oriented activities.

I am extremely proud of this group of dedicated men 
for always willing to lend a hand when and where it is 
required. This group of Catholic Gentlemen require noth-
ing in return for their donations of time, talent and trea-
sure, but I would like to take a moment and congratulate 
them on receiving the Knights of Columbus top honor, it 
is a privilege to know you all – James Haase, WGK.

About the Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is one of the world’s lead-

ing fraternal and service organizations with 2 million 
members in more than 16,000 parish-based councils. 
During the past year, Knights around the world donated 
more than 77 million service hours and $187 million for 
worthy causes in their communities. The organization 
also provides financial services to groups and individu-
als, resulting in more than $112 billion of life insurance in 
force, and through its money management firm, Knights 
of Columbus Asset Advisors, it invests in accord with 
Catholic social teachings. From helping children in need, 
to providing wheelchairs for the disabled, to helping 
stock food banks, to offering top-rated and affordable 
insurance products to its members, the Knights of 
Columbus has supported families and communities for 
more than 138 years.

Membership in the Knights of Columbus is open to 
men 18 years of age or older who are practical (that is, 
practicing) Catholics in union with the Holy See. For in-
formation on joining the Knights of Columbus contact 
Worthy Grand Knight James Haase at 586-940-9218 or 
email Jim at: jhaase154@comcast.net.

K n i g h t l y  N e w s

DIRECTORY



 
 

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass • Custom Mirrors
Shower Door & Enclosures • Pet Doors!

586-725-7107 • 8900 Dixie Highway • Fair Haven

RobeRt ClanCy ContRaCting inC.
Underground Utilities • Site Work

Demolition • Trucking
9342 Marine City Hwy. • Casco, MI • 586-725-8801

AJAX & AUTO CENTER RADIATOR, INC.
INDUSTRIAL RADIATOR SPECIALIST

SALES & SERVICE
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

REPAIR FUEL TANKS OF ALL KINDS • ALUMINUM WELDING
Charge Air Coolers • Hydraulic • Transmission Coolers

& Complete Automotive Repair
14447 E. 9 Mile Rd. • Warren, MI 48089

(586) 777-1184 • (586) 775-8720

Bring this ad & get 5% off your order!
Bring your Military ID & get 10% off your order!

HEINZ
CHIROPRACTIC

Steven Heinz, D.C.
37136 31 Mile Rd • Richmond

586-727-6750

II

Mini’s Collision and  
Towing Service - 24 Hrs.

Aluminum • Fiberglass • Laser Frame Straightening
Squeeze Type Resistant Welding 

 Insurance Specialists • Custom Refinishing
“Customer Service & Excellence is Our Priority”

Don’t let the insurance company mislead you into 
thinking you must have your car repaired at their direct 

repair  shops. You tell them you’re going to Mini’s 
Collision where customer service & excellence is our 

priority and ALL of our work is guaranteed.

586-725-7364
9333 MARINE CITY HWY., FAIR HAVEN, MI

MON-FRI 9-5 • SAT 9-NOON BY APPOINTMENT
Frank Mini, Sr. - Same Owner - Same Location - Over 45 years experience   

Snyder
VETERINARY 

CLINIC
W.M. SNYDER, DVM 

586-949-1505
29950 23 Mile Rd.

New Baltimore

www.TomsBasementWaterproofing.com
Since 1975

BASEMENT  
WATERPROOFING
LICENSED • INSURED

586-949-7826

Wet Basement? Wet Basement? 
BUCKLED - SINKING - LEAKING

BASEMENT WALLS LIFTED, 
STRAIGHTENED & BRACED

CRACK INJECTIONS

For all of your Personal & Business tax needs
CELEBRATING 42 YEARS IN BUSINESS
NOW LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN NEW BALTIMORE

Robert J. Jones

Accounting Associates

(586) 463-6636

DON’S
HANDYMAN

SERVICE
COMPLETE HOME SERVICES & REPAIR

Roofs • Doors • Windows • Gutters
Painting - Int. & Ext. • Drywall/Plaster

OFFERING THE NEW GUTTER GUARD
No More Clogged Gutters

10% New Installation & Senior Discount
licensed • insured
810-420-0110

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0541

INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Zimmerroofing.com • Free Estimates

Celebrating 34 years of Quality 

(810) 966-6991

C & S Auto Repairs, Inc.
Transmission and Service Repair

Bruce or Phil

35221 Cricklewood
New Baltimore

586-273-7352
586-273-7353

Fax:586-273-7354

For all Your Flooring Needs
Steven Kovalcik • 810-305-0295

Bringing Comfort Into Your Home
586-725-8669 | 800-426-0002
www.tonysheatingandcooling.com

“We create beautiful smiles.”
• No-charge consultations including photographs and x-rays

• Interest-free payment plans
• Traditional, clear, and invisible braces, and clear aligners

• Acceptance of most insurances

 NEW BALTIMORE EAST CHINA
 35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D 4014 S. River Rd
 586-725-4411 810-329-6671

drcbrieden.com



Family Owned And
Operated Since 1950

Traditional Funerals
Cremation Services

Pre-Arranged Planning

Offering Exceptional
Personal Services

Patricia L. GendernalikPatricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd. • New Baltimore

586-725-0177586-725-0177

Kelley & Sons
Heating & Cooling, Inc.

Since 1980
(586) 725-1594

www.kelleyandsonshvac.com
Specializing in:
New Construction

Furnace Replacement
Geothermal • Heat Pumps

Air Conditioning
Humidifiers • Service

Air Cleaners • UV Lights

 Family Tax Family Tax
 & Accounting & Accounting

CRAIG J. MAY, C.P.A.
48762 Gratiot Ave. • Chesterfield

(586) 948-5800

 4-G-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0541

DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
• 24-Hour Service • Visa/MC/Disc Accepted
• 10% Senior Discount
• Located in Chesterfield

Parishioner Discount
Licensed Master Plumber

586.775.2441

• Fema Elevation Certificates
• Boundary Surveys
• Construction Layout
• Site Engineering Design

2420 Pointe Tremble Rd., Algonac, MI 48001
(810) 794-1931 | www.pce-eng.com

Project
Control
Engineering, Inc.

Professional Engineers, 
Surveyors, and Consultants

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

Allemon
SEPTIC SERVICE

Specializing in Septic Tank Cleaning
– In Business Over 50 Years –

586-781-3433

Lolita Maliskey, MPT
Director of Physical Therapy

Cell: 586-530-0904
lmaliskey@michtricountypt.com

 Algonac New Baltimore Warren
 427 Michigan St, Algonac 36650 Green St, New Baltimore 28475 Van Dyke Ave, Warren
 810.512.8155 586.648.7444 586.806.4542

www.michtricountypt.com

Michigan Tri-County Michigan Tri-County 
Physical TherapyPhysical Therapy

Acute/Chronic Pain Relief
Migraine Relief

Myofascial Release
Soft Tissue Massage

Sports Injuries
Vestibular Rehab

READY TO SELL YOUR HOME?? 
EXPERIENCE COUNTS...CALL TODAY

Wynne Achatz
Realtor, Michigan Notary
Westricks - Trusted in Your 

Community Since 1889/Myself 1978

For All Area Listings &
Real Estate Needs Call

586-260-7653 
WestrickTeam.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Any Slab at a fraction of replacement costs:
Driveways • Sidewalks • Patio • Garage Floors

Pool decks, etc. • Concrete Crack Caulking
Foundation Crack Repair and Waterproofing
JASON RACICOT, Owner • 586-431-0027


