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He said to them, “Come away  
by yourselves to a deserted place 

and rest a while.”
Mk 6:31b
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH
9764 Dixie Highway, Ira Township, MI 48023
Phone: 586•725•3051 Fax: 586•725•8240
CHURCH BUILDING IS OPEN 

Monday - Saturday 7am - 7pm
Sunday 7am - 1:30pm

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:30pm
Sunday 8am | 10am | 12pm
Monday 8:30am
Tuesday 6:30pm
Wednesday 8:30am
Thursday 8:30am
Friday 8:30am

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday 9am to 12pm
Tuesday 9am to 12pm
Thursday 9am to 4pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Thursday 9:15am
Saturday 3:30pm

ANOINTING OF THE SICK / HOMEBOUND 
Call the parish office to arrange for anointing for someone 
who is seriously ill or preparing for surgery or if you would 
like Holy Communion brought to your home. 
PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms are available in the parish office or you 
may register online at iccatholic.org.
PARISH DATABASE
Immaculate Conception invites you to create your own 
member account. You may contact the parish office with 
your e-mail address and we will send you a link to join our 
Breeze system where you may update your personal infor-
mation and start or adjust online giving.  
(ic.breezechms.com)
ONLINE OR TEXT TO GIVE
For your convenience we offer Online Giving. You may con-
tribute using a checking or savings account, credit, or debit 
card, and you may update or cancel at any time. You may 
make a one-time donation or set up a repeating schedule. 
We also offer Text-to-Give — just text your donation amount 
to 586-435-0011. To give online just visit iccatholic.org/e-
giving, call the parish office, 586-725-3051, if you need 
help. 

Mass Times & Information

2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15

Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18

Ex 14:21—15:1/Ex 15:8-9, 10 and 12, 17 [1b]/Mt 12:46-50

Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 27-28 [24b]/Mt 13:1-9

Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc,-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b]/Mt 12:38-42

3:30pm Confessions .................
4:30pm Mass.................

MON 
19

8:30am Mass .................
9:15am Loving Hands .................
7:00pm Mass of Reparation.................

8:30am Mass .................
6:30pm Youth Group Summer Social .................

8:30am Mass .................
9:15am Confessions .................
9:30am Divine Mercy .................
6:30pm Divine Mercy .................
7:00pm K of C 4th Degree .................
7:30pm Fatima Devotions .................

6:30pm Mass .................
7:15pm Families of Parishes Info Mtg .................
7:15pm Intercessory Prayer Group ..................
7:15-9:00pm Eucharistic Adoration ........

8:00am Mass  .................
10:00am Mass ...............
12:00pm Mass ...............

8:30am Mass .................
9:30-12:00pm Eucharistic Adoration......

Ex 20:1-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [cf. Jn 6:68c]/Mt 13:18-23

Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15 [14a]/Mt 13:24-30

TUES 
20

WED 
21

THUR 
22

FRI 
23

SAT 
24

SUN 
25
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Our one-day parish festival was held yesterday, Satur-
day July 17, and I want to thank everyone who worked so 
hard to make it a success—especially our festival leader-
ship and planning committee, parish staff, festival workers 
and volunteers, and all who attended or in any way sup-
ported this event.

Immaculate Conception is vibrant and strong as a 
parish because of the involvement and support of its 
members—which means that all of you do make a differ-
ence. Thank you!

* * * * *
Our monthly Mass of Reparation will be held tomor-

row evening, Monday July 19, at 7pm. This Mass always 
includes a Eucharistic healing service (which has resulted 
in some healings of a spiritual, emotional, and even physi-
cal nature), and is also followed by a blessing of water, 
salt, oil, and religious items.

You are welcome to join us as we pray for the moral 
and spiritual renewal of our country.

* * * * *
This Tuesday, July 20, there will be a special in-

formation meeting on our new Families of Parishes 
reconfiguration. It will occur at 7:15pm in the parish 
hall (following the 6:30pm Mass), and will provide an 
overview on such questions as:

Does Immaculate Conception no longer have a parish 
council? 

What are the responsibilities of the new Mission Sup-
port Director?

How will our parish finances here at I.C. be affected by 
Families of Parishes?

Which parish commissions, committees, and other  
continue to function—and which ones, if any, will be com-
bined with those of the other parishes in our Family?

What is meant by Discipleship, Engagement, Evangel-
ical Charity, Family Ministries, and Worship (the five Mis-
sion Direct areas)?

These and other related issues will be discussed this 
Tuesday as an orientation or preparation for the final Fami-
ly gathering (to be held on Tuesday August 3)—and any 
interested parishioner is welcome to attend.

* * * * *
So far there have been two Family gatherings involving 

leaders and parishioners from all four parishes in our Fam-
ily (St. Mary Queen of Creation in New Baltimore, St. Mary 
in St. Clair, Our Lady on the River in Marine City, and I.C.); 
these events (on the themes of Encounter and Grow) were 
held virtually, but the final meeting—which will take place 
here at I.C.—will be an in-person event.

On Tuesday August 3 we will welcome parishioners 
from the other Family parishes to the 6:30pm Mass, and 
afterwards focus on the theme of Witness. This gathering 
will be held in the parish hall and also (weather-permitting) 
on our parish grounds; it will allow parishioners from the 
four parishes to get to know one another, and will include 
food, fellowship, and prayer.

Please mark your calendars and plan on coming to this 
important event in the life of our parish.

* * * * *
Someone once wrote the following anonymous 

reflection on the Our Father:
“I cannot say Our if I live only for myself.
I cannot say Father if I do not endeavor each day to 

act like His child.
I cannot say Who art in Heaven if I am laying up no 

treasure there.
I cannot say hallowed be Thy Name if I am not 

striving for holiness.
I cannot say Thy Kingdom come if I am not doing all 

in my power to hasten that wonderful event.
I cannot say Thy Will be done if I am disobedient to 

His Word.
I cannot say on earth as it is in Heaven if I’ll not 

serve Him here and now.
I cannot say give us this day our daily bread if I am 

dishonest or seeking things by subterfuge. 
I cannot say forgive us our trespasses if I harbor a 

grudge against anyone.
I cannot say lead us not into temptation if I delib-

erately place myself in its path.
I cannot say deliver us from evil if I do not put on the 

whole armor of God.
I cannot acknowledge His Kingdom if I do not give 

the King the loyalty due Him from a faithful subject.
I cannot attribute to Him the power if I fear what 

other people may say or do.
I cannot ascribe to Him the glory if I’m seeking 

honor only for myself, and I cannot say are Yours if 
I’m not fulfilling my religious duties, and I cannot say 
forever if the horizon of my life is bounded completely 
by time.”

In all the moments and events of life, we must 
remember that God truly is our Father—and then live 
accordingly.

* * * * *
Various church signs:
—Too hot to keep changing sign. Sin bad. Jesus good.
  Details inside.
—Sin burn is prevented by Son screen.
—Church is air-conditioned. Avoid the heat now and later.
—Exercise daily. Walk with Jesus!
—In a world in which you can be anything, be kind.

* * * * *
Little Tommy’s new baby brother wouldn’t stop crying 

and screaming, and the boy asked his mother, “Where did 
we get him?” When the mother responded, “He came from 
Heaven, dear,” Tommy exclaimed, “I can see why they 
threw him out!”

* * * * *
Thought for the Day:

What must be done is best done cheerfully.
                        --Laura Ingalls Wilder

F r.  J o e ’ s  J o t t i n g s
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The Ground You Stand On

Do you remember the story of the burning bush? 
Moses was shepherding his father-in-laws sheep and 
saw a burning bush on Mount Horeb. When Moses was 
approaching the burning bush, the voice of God called 
out to him. God said, “I am asking you to step onto holy 
ground and listen to Me!”

We don’t need a miraculous bush to remind us to 
listen to God. What we need is to leave behind the cares 
of this world, just for a little while. Forget that list of 
things that need to be done – just for a little while, and 
just be with God. Listen to His voice. What is He calling 
you to do or be?

Don’t let this world make you feel guilty for taking 
time for God. Turn off that voice that says you should be 
busy doing something more productive. Turn off the 
voice that says, I can take time later or God doesn’t hear 
me anyways. There is nothing that matters more… than 
spending time with God.

When you block out all the noise of this world and 
set all your cares and worries aside, for just a little while, 
your burdens will seem lighter, your good works will 
seem more rewarding. When you block out all the noise 
of this world and sit in the silence of God – you will hear 
Him say, “Do not come any closer, take off your sandals 
for the place where you are standing is holy 
ground.” (Exodus 3:5)

The scene of the burning bush reveals God to the 
world in one of the visible manifestations with fire. Al-
though the bush was not consumed by fire, it indicates 
that the Israelites would not be consumed by the afflic-
tions in Egypt. Thus, God’s love and protection of His 
people. This story is a great reminder of courage and 
trust as well. Something we need as we do God’s work 
and go where He calls us. “Go, therefore, and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you.”
making Disciples of all Nations!

Have a great week!
Tina Kovalcik, DRE

Faith Formation Catechists Needed

Are you looking for a way to share your faith, time 
and talents with others? Our Faith Formation department 
needs YOU!! Catechists are needed once a month on 
Sunday beginning in September for grades 1, 3, 4, & 5 
and every Monday beginning in September for grades 1, 
2 and 7. We begin planning in August so there is plenty 
of time to “get acquainted” with the program.

We also need catechist helpers, sacramental prepa-
ration leaders, and hall monitors.

Call the faith Formation Office for more details!

NOW REGISTERING
for FAITH FORMATION 2021-2022

Ages 3-5 and Grades K-8

Information can be found on our parish website un-
der the faith formation tab or call the faith formation of-
fice.

Called and Gifted

Have you ever wondered…

…how we can receive more of the Holy Spirit?
…what it means to be a missionary disciple?
…what a charism is?
…where is Jesus right now?
…how does a charism differ from a natural talent?
…how many charisms are there?

If any of these questions peaked your curiosity, then 
you may want to consider attending our Called & Gifted 
workshop beginning on July 28th. See the flyer else-
where in today’s Spotlight! 

Everyone is welcome to attend.

L i v e ~ L e a r n ~ G r o w
F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n

 
DISCOVER GOD’S CALL FOR YOUR LIFE 

Lord, what are you calling me to do? 
The Called and Gifted series will guide you in discovering, discerning, and developing your 

unique charisms gifted to you by the Holy Spirit through Baptism and Confirmation.  
 

THE WORKSHOP 

Please make $40 check payable to Immaculate Conception Parish 
With “Called & Gifted” written in the memo 

Detach and mail or return the completed form by July 25, 2021 to 
Immaculate Conception Parish, ATTN:  Tina Kovalcik 9764 Dixie Hwy., Ira Twp., 48023 

 

Name: ___________________________________  Phone:____________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________   Parish: ____________________________ 
 

For questions or concerns please contact:  Tina Kovalcik at kovalcik@iccatholic.org   - 586-725-1762 

Wednesday, July 28 – Sept 29, 2021 (10 weeks) 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Parish Hall 
9764 Dixie Hwy., Ira Twp., MI 48023 

 

(This $40 workshop includes course materials) 

www.ICCatholic.org  586-725-1762 
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Tues., July 20th, St. Apollinaris, Bishop, Martyr: 
Apollinaris died in the first century. Early accounts report 
that he was ordained bishop by Peter himself and sent  
as a missionary bishop to Ravenna during the reign (41-
54 AD) of the emperor Claudius. Renowned for his pow-
er to heal in the name of Christ, he was frequently ex-
iled, tortured, and imprisoned for the faith and finally 
martyred. 

Wed., July 21st, St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest: 
Lawrence died in 1679. He was a Capuchin, linquist, 
military chaplain, diplomat, and minister general. He was 
a learned exegete, forceful preacher, and conversation-
alist. Fifteen volumes of his writings are extant.

Thurs., July 22nd, St. Mary Magdalene: Mary 
Magdalene, died in the 1st century, was 
healed of possession. She was a disci-
ple of Jesus and present at his crucifix-
ion. In the Gospel of Mark, she is the 
first person to witness the risen Lord 
(hence, called the “apostle of the Apos-
tles”). Almost universally agreed today 
that her being identified as the sinful 
woman of Luke 7:36-50 is unfounded. 
She is the patroness of the Order of 
Preachers.

Fri., July 23rd, St. Bridget, Religious: Bridget, 
died in 1373 in Rome. She was born in Sweden, mother 
of eight. She was a mystic prophet and foundress of the 
Order of the Most Holy Savior (Bridgettines), She sought 
to end the luxury and dissipation of the Avignon Papacy 
and the return of the pope to Rome. Her revelations 
record her spiritual experiences and life. She is the pa-
troness of Sweden. With St. Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross [Edith Stein], and St. Catherine of Siena, St. Brid-
get was declared co-patroness of Europe by Pope St. 
John Paul II in 1999.

Sat., July 24th, St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest: Shar-
bel Makhluf died in 1898. He was born in 1828 in a small 
mountain village, he became a monk of the Maronite 
Rite and was ordained a priest in 1859. Devoted to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, he spent the last 23 years of his life 
as a hermit. Despite temptations to wealth and comfort, 
Sharbel taught the value of poverty, self-sacrifice, and 
prayer by the life he lived. He possessed the gift of mira-
cles even during his lifetime. His tomb at the monastery 
of St. Maron in Annaya, Lebanon, is a place of pilgrim-
age, Canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1977. St. Sharbel is 
known as the "Hermit of Lebanon." 

From the Order of Prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours and 
Celebration of the Eucharist, 2021: 

Archdiocese of Detroit and the Six Dioceses of Michigan.

H e r o e s  &  H e r o i n e s  ( S a i n t s )  
F r o m  O u r  F a m i l y  H i s t o r y

We are now two months into this year’s CSA campaign. 
13% of our parish households have participated so far, 
and we are now at 79% of our assigned goal of 
$85,230. However, we use the Catholic Ser-
vices Appeal as one of our own fundraisers 
in order to meet our parish budget, and 
are counting on an additional $40,000 for 
this purpose (since everything raised 
over and above our quota stays here in 
the parish). 

Seen in these terms, we are cur-
rently at 54% of the amount we need 
to raise. If you’re part of the 87% of our 
parish that hasn’t yet participated, 
please know that your help WILL make 
a real difference. 

To learn more about how the CSA 
helps and the different ways to contribute 
visit https://www.aod.org/catholic-services-
appeal. If you give through the AOD site, please 
be sure to note our parish code, #398, so your dona-
tion gets credited to IC. 

You can always place your donation to CSA in the col-
lection basket or mail/drop off at the parish office. Please 
make checks payable to Catholic Services Appeal or CSA. 

F r.  J o e ’ s  C S A  U p d a t e

In his pastoral letter, Unleash the Gospel, Archbish-
op Allen Vigneron asks us to make Jesus “known 

by our word and deed” — timely guidance 
for the 2021 Catholic Services Appeal.

The  ministries,  programs,  and 
services supported by your generos-

ity meet the spiritual and physical 
needs  of  parishes  and  countless 
individuals throughout the Arch-
diocese and southeast Michigan.

When  we  embrace  the  CSA 
for carrying out the Spiritual and 
Corporal  Works  of  Mercy,  we 

witness  Christ,  and  in  turn,  we 
open doors so others may also de-

velop  a  deeper  relationship  with 
Him. We also extend our personal in-

volvement in our local Church beyond our 
home parishes.

The CSA enables us, the Church in Detroit, to carry out 
Christ’s ministry of mercy and love throughout south-
east Michigan and beyond — works no one individual 
or parish could possibly do alone.

A r c h b i s h o p  V i g n e r o n  o n  C S A
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"As the Twelve return from their first missionary jour-
ney in today’s Gospel, our readings continue to reflect on 
the authority and mission of the Church.

Jeremiah says in the First Reading that Israel’s 
leaders, through godlessness and fanciful teachings, had 
misled and scattered God’s people. He promises God 
will send a shepherd, a king and son of David, to gather 
the lost sheep and appoint for them new shepherds 
(see Ezekiel 34:23).

The crowd gathering on the green grass (see Mark 
6:39) in today’s Gospel is the start of the remnant that 
Jeremiah promised would be brought back to the mead-
ow of Israel. The people seem to sense that Jesus is the 
Lord, the good shepherd (see  John 10:11), the king 
they’ve been waiting for (see Hosea 3:1–5).

Jesus is moved to pity, seeing them as sheep with-
out a shepherd. This phrase was used by Moses to de-
scribe Israel’s need for a shepherd to succeed him 
(see Numbers 27:17). And as Moses appointed Joshua, 
Jesus appointed the Twelve to continue shepherding His 
people on earth.

Jesus had said there were other sheep who did not 
belong to Israel’s fold but would hear His voice and be 
joined to the one flock of the one shepherd (see  John 
10:16).

In God’s plan, the Church is to seek out first the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel and then to bring all nations 
into the fold (see Acts 13:36; Romans 1:16).

Paul, too, in today’s Epistle, sees the Church as a 
new creation, in which those nations who were once far 
off from God are joined as “one new person” with the 
children of Israel.

As we sing in today’s 
Psalm, through the Church, the 
Lord, our good shepherd, still 
leads people to the verdant 
pastures of the kingdom, to the 
restful waters of baptism; He 
still anoints with the oil of con-
firmation, and spreads the Eu-
charistic table before all people, 
filling their cups to overflowing."

O n e  F l o c k :  S c o t t  H a h n   
R e f l e c t s  o n  t h e  1 6 t h  S u n d a y  i n  O r d i n a r y  T i m e

 
DISCOVER GOD’S CALL FOR YOUR LIFE 

Lord, what are you calling me to do? 
The Called and Gifted series will guide you in discovering, discerning, and developing your 

unique charisms gifted to you by the Holy Spirit through Baptism and Confirmation.  
 

THE WORKSHOP 

Please make $40 check payable to Immaculate Conception Parish 
With “Called & Gifted” written in the memo 

Detach and mail or return the completed form by July 25, 2021 to 
Immaculate Conception Parish, ATTN:  Tina Kovalcik 9764 Dixie Hwy., Ira Twp., 48023 

 

Name: ___________________________________  Phone:____________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________   Parish: ____________________________ 
 

For questions or concerns please contact:  Tina Kovalcik at kovalcik@iccatholic.org   - 586-725-1762 

Wednesday, July 28 – Sept 29, 2021 (10 weeks) 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Parish Hall 
9764 Dixie Hwy., Ira Twp., MI 48023 

 

(This $40 workshop includes course materials) 

www.ICCatholic.org  586-725-1762 
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 Now that we have officially transitioned into our Family of Parishes, Blue Water Vicariate 
Southern Family, and we will be collaborating in some areas with our Southern Family mem-
bers, it is important that everyone understands the new leadership structure, including lead-
ership teams, and operations of staff positions and reporting. Under this new structure we 
have new titles in ministry and may have new staff persons to report to.  
 On behalf of Fr. Joe Esper and the Immaculate Conception Pastoral Staff, we ask that 
all chairpersons or contact persons of our various councils, commissions, organizations and 
other groups (and any interested parishioners) join us for an 

 Informational Gathering on Tuesday, July 20th at 7:15pm  
(Immediately following 6:30pm Mass) in the parish hall.  

Kindly RSVP to the parish office by July 19th  
at 586-725-3051 or parish@iccatholic.org  

 As we enter into this new journey in faith, we understand that new adventures can 
sometimes be intimidating, exhausting and exciting. Allow us to walk with you. Most impor-
tantly, let us remember that whatever comes our way, we are not afraid, for Jesus is with us 
and the works we do, we do for the glory of God.

Families of Parishes - What Are “Mission Direct” Ministries
 And How Will They Be Structured?

Mission Direct  ministries primarily work directly with 
the faithful in achieving the mission, and are designed to 
firmly root parish pastoral ministry in Synod 16 and the 
Unleash the Gospel pastoral letter. To accomplish this 
goal, we have identified five ministry areas that reflect a 
vibrant and evangelizing parish. These are:

1. Discipleship Formation, overseeing all aspects of 
disciple formation in the Family, with emphasis on en-
counter, grow, and witness. The Director of Discipleship 
Formation  identifies, recruits, and forms catechists; as-
sists the school faculty in the preparation of creative, spirit-
filled liturgies and sacramental experiences; and other re-
lated tasks.

2.  Engagement, assisting parishioners by equipping 
them for the service of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Di-
rector of Engagement supervises those working in min-
istry placement, evangelization, communications, RCIA, 
hospitality, and ecumenical ministries.

3.  Evangelical Charity, ensuring a full response to 
Catholic social teaching through charity in areas of human 
need, both within the parish and beyond. The Director of 
Christian Service  supervises those working in human 
services; community outreach; visitation of the sick and 
homebound; Stephen Ministry; and funeral luncheon min-
istries.

4. Family Ministries, assisting families living as domes-
tic churches in their homes. The Director of Family Min-
istry  supervises those working with infant baptism; mar-
riage preparation, and family support group ministries.

5. Worship, facilitating the worship life of the community 
by coordinating and providing quality prayer and liturgical 
experiences. The Director of Worship  supervises those 
working in liturgy; parish music; prayer groups; and wake 
service ministries.
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Please Pray for our Military 

SSGT Chad Bohr, US Air Force
Sgt Jason Finamore US Army
Sgt Drake Jacobsen, US Army

Alex Kurple, US Navy 
Fr. Lt. Tomek Maka, US Navy
Sgt Mitchell Sikorski, USMC
PS1, Felix Garcia, US Navy

Please send the name, branch of
service and rank of any active 

Military persons to 
editor@iccatholic.org.

Names of the sick will be published for four 
weeks. If you wish to place the name again, 
please contact the office. 

Nichole Amicone
Mary Baker
Tim Brent
Theresa Cangelosi
Georgene Ebner
Michael Endres
Joe Finamore
Loren Gaedcke
Mark Golden
Carol Keller
Donald Keller
Marlene Krul
Adam LaFrance
Melissa McDonner
Susan Neumann
Courtney Palmerchuck
Scott Simons
Elianna Grace Tomczak
Delphine Wegryn

Today’s Intentions
4:30pm
✟ Marie & Dick Rudolph
✟ Theresa VanTiem 
8:00am
✟ Theresa VanTiem 
✟ Diane & John Plegue
10:00am
— The People of IC
12:00pm
✟ McCormick Friends & Family 
✟ Katie Meldrum

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  We e kR e m e m b e r  i n   
Yo u r  P ra y e rs Monday, July 19

8:30am
✟ Forgotten Souls in Purgatory — by The Kandler Family
✟ Christopher Sommers — by Kathy Wyzykowski

7:00pm
— For the Sins of Our Country 
Tuesday, July 20

6:30pm
✟ Vincent & George Cvengros — by Their Family
✟ Mary Alice Greenburg— 1st Anniversary — by Duane & Cheryl
Wednesday, July 21

8:30am
✟ James E. Barker — by His Sister 
— Jack Walsworth — Birthday Blessings — by The Cornwell Family
Thursday, July 22

8:30am
— Fr. Joe Esper — In Thanksgiving — by The Cornwell Family
✟ Ted Wiley — by The Wiley Family
Friday, July 23 

8:30am
✟ Jan Endres — by Her Husband, Mike
— For Protection, Love, Blessings & Good Health on Debbie & Vanessa
Saturday, July 24

4:30pm
— Susan Neumann — Birthday Blessings — by Joe & Kathy Cowles
✟ Katie Meldrum — by Tom Dunn
Sunday, July 25

8:00am
— For the People of Immaculate Conception Parish

10:00am
✟ Richard Komara — Birthday Remembrance — by Tom & Pam
✟ Thomas Abele — by His Wife, Joan

12:00pm
✟ Poor Souls in Purgatory — by Patrick & Kathy McCormick
✟ Fr Joe — Blessings & Protection — by The Divine Mercy Group

Evelyn Sadlowski
Janet Borgne

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord,

and let the perpetual light 
shine upon them.



Immaculate Conception Parish, Ira, Michigan                         July 18, 2021           Page 9

ALTAR 
SERVERS

Cara Ritchey Celeste Nagorsen 
Deven Nagorsen

Samantha Winkle Rebecca Gordon

EMHC Carol Kaufman - Host (1) 
Celebrant - Host

Dcn Dave Ebner - Host (1) 
Jean Corbat Host (2) 
Celebrant - Host

Dcn Dave Ebner - Host (1) 
Peter Cornwell - Host (2) 
Celebrant - Host 

Deacon Ken - Host (1) 
Tammie Thelen - Host (2)  
              (sub req.) 
Celebrant - Host

LECTORS Rosemarie Wrobel James Ruemenapp Brittany Davis Patrick Tezak 

USHERS Lloyd Hartwell 
Ken Radtke

Pat Clancy 
Bob Hoard 
John Jacques 
Vic Schweiger 
Stanley Sommers

Bob Badovinac 
Patrick Bohr 
Mark Kehoe 
Donnell Robinson 
Tim VerVaecke 

George Beindit 
Greg Furtah 
Anthony Jubinski 
Michael Mytinger

GREETERS Kim Gutenschwager Eliana Hogarth 

SACRISTAN Tom Dunn Ted Stawiasz Janis Cornwell Ed Gates

J u l y  2 4  &  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1
Saturday 4:30pm Sunday 8:00am Sunday 10:00am Sunday 12:00pm

July 29 at 5pm

Hosted by our 
High School 
Youth Group

Pizza and Ice Cream!
Games and prize drawings.

A special thank you to each one of them for 
their service in this important ministry!

Georgene and I would like to thank the 
IC Family for your thoughts and prayers 
following her recent fall, and subsequent 
two surgeries. She is on the mend, and will 
begin physical therapy next week.

Deacon Dave



Immaculate Conception Parish, Ira, Michigan                         July 18, 2021           Page 10

— UNKNOWN

WHEN IT COMES TO 
GIVING, IC PEOPLE 

STOP 
AT NOTHING.

Stewardship

Everyday Stewardship — Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 
The Steward’s Work is Never Done

PARISH OFFICE
9764 Dixie Highway, 
Ira Township, MI 48023
586•725•3051 

FAITH FORMATION PHONE
586•725•1762

PASTOR
Fr. Joseph Esper, Ext. 113
parish@iccatholic.org  
(not private e-mail)

DEACON
Kenneth Nowicki,
kgnowicki@sbcglobal.net
586-918-8949

DEACON
Dave Ebner
debner@dmbowman.com

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE/
DIR. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Tina Kovalcik, 586•725•1762
kovalcik@iccatholic.org

FAITH FORMATION ADMIN.
586•725•1762
Laurie Hoxsie
ffsecretary@iccatholic.org

BUSINESS MANAGER
William Pantalone, Ext. 111
wpantalone@iccatholic.org

PARISH BOOKKEEPER
Andrea Burleson, Ext. 116
aburleson@iccatholic.org

PARISH SECRETARY
Pam LaBelle, Ext. 112
plabelle@iccatholic.org

SCHOOL OFFICE
7043 Church Road
Ira Township, MI 48023
586•725•0078
FAX 586•725•8240

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Lawrence Ricard, Ext. 213
ricard@iccatholic.org

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Kim Wolf, Ext. 210
secretary@iccatholic.org

DIR. OF FACILITIES & CEMETERIES
Patrick Pordon, Ext. 117
ppordon@iccatholic.org

BULLETIN EDITOR
Pam LaBelle
editor@iccatholic.org
DEADLINE NOON MONDAY

DIR. OF MUSIC / ORGANIST
Mark Madison
mmadison@iccatholic.org

MARKETING COORDINATOR
Alex Slavsky, c/o Ext. 111
aslavsky@iccatholic.org

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Due by Wednesdays at 1pm
parish@iccatholic.org

CHRISTIAN SERVICE
JoAnn Augustine
586•725•4240

EDUCATION
Tina Kovalcik, 586•725•1762
kovalcik@iccatholic.org

EVANGELIZATION
Laura Somogy
youthminister@iccatholic.org
810-334-5101

FATIMA PRAYER GROUP
Beverly McCormick
586•949•9156

FINANCE COUNCIL
Theresa Austin
financecouncil@iccatholic.org

SAFE ENVIRON COORDINATOR
Colleen Wooten
cwooten@iccatholic.org

YOUTH MINISTER/
Laura Somogy
youthminister@iccatholic.org
810-334-5101

WEBSITE ADMINISTRATION
wpantalone@iccatholic.org 

ST. VINCENT dePAUL
Anni Adkins, Ext. 118

STEWARDSHIP 
Pamela Mertes
stewardship@iccatholic.org

USHERS MINISTRY
Michael Mytinger, 
734•231•2746
mj@aeronet.com

WORSHIP
Fr. Joseph Esper, Ext. 113

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
SK Jeff Wooten, WGK
586-909-5177

LOVING HANDS
Mary Kot
586•725•4433

MARY GARDEN
Mary Klein
586•484•4575

ROSARY MAKERS
Kathy Becker
586•949•2752

SENIOR CLUB
Cindi Janisse
586-876-6291

Offertory
Envelopes $7,358.02
E-Giving $3,300.50
Loose. $419.74
TOTAL $11,078.26

Goal — $12,500 per week

Stewardship in Action - Collection Update 
June 21 - 27, 2021

2021 Catholic Services Appeal

Pledged Amount: $67,662
Budgeted Goal: $85,230
Amount to Goal $17,568
Number Pledges Received 180

Thank You !

ORGANIZATIONS

www.iccatholic.org

Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock! 
When you hear these strong words from the Old Testament, 
you’re probably thinking, thank goodness I don’t have any 
sheep — dodged that bullet. Nobody misled here! No flock scat-
tered on my watch! However, we are all shepherds of a kind, 
called to tend our own sheep: our families, our parishes, our 
communities.

But it’s exhausting. Don’t we all sometimes just want to take 
a break from being a steward? The excuses are so familiar: 
we’re tired, we’ve done enough, we’ve given all we can, what 
more does the parish (or my spouse, or my kids, or my boss, or 
my friends, or my community) want? We give ourselves permis-
sion to be selfish. So, what if the flock scatters just a little?

DIRECTORY

Jesus gets that. We can just imagine him weary with 
exhaustion, can’t we? We see him on his boat, attempting 
to sneak away for a quick break — maybe just a chance to 
eat a bite of food in peace. He is God, but he was still hu-
man, after all. Even the most dedicated shepherds need to 
sleep. But people couldn’t leave him alone. They were 
hungry for him. They needed what he could offer, and they 
needed it now.

As tough as it is, that’s the example we are tasked with 
imitating. Everyday Stewardship demands accountability. It 
demands our showing up even when we are tired. It de-
mands that we look at our lives, our time, our energies, our 
talents, our hearts, our bank accounts and think: where do I 
still have more to give?
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www.TomsBasementWaterproofing.com
Since 1975

BASEMENT  
WATERPROOFING
LICENSED • INSURED

586-949-7826

Wet Basement? Wet Basement? 
BUCKLED - SINKING - LEAKING

BASEMENT WALLS LIFTED, 
STRAIGHTENED & BRACED

CRACK INJECTIONS

For all of your Personal & Business tax needs
CELEBRATING 42 YEARS IN BUSINESS
NOW LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN NEW BALTIMORE

Robert J. Jones

Accounting Associates

(586) 463-6636

DON’S
HANDYMAN

SERVICE
COMPLETE HOME SERVICES & REPAIR

Roofs • Doors • Windows • Gutters
Painting - Int. & Ext. • Drywall/Plaster

OFFERING THE NEW GUTTER GUARD
No More Clogged Gutters

10% New Installation & Senior Discount
licensed • insured
810-420-0110

RobeRt ClanCy ContRaCting inC.
Underground Utilities • Site Work

Demolition • Trucking
9342 Marine City Hwy. • Casco, MI • 586-725-8801

 
 

Windows • Doors • Insulated Glass • Custom Mirrors
Shower Door & Enclosures • Pet Doors!

586-725-7107 • 8900 Dixie Highway • Fair Haven
Bring this ad & get 5% off your order!

Bring your Military ID & get 10% off your order!

II

INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Zimmerroofing.com • Free Estimates

Celebrating 35 years of Quality 

(810) 966-6991

C & S Auto Repairs, Inc.
Transmission and Service Repair

Bruce or Phil

35221 Cricklewood
New Baltimore

586-273-7352
586-273-7353

Fax:586-273-7354

Bringing Comfort Into Your Home
586-725-8669 | 800-426-0002
www.tonysheatingandcooling.com

AJAX & AUTO
CENTER RADIATOR, INC.

INDUSTRIAL RADIATOR SPECIALIST
SALES & SERVICE

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES
REPAIR FUEL TANKS OF ALL KINDS • ALUMINUM WELDING
Charge Air Coolers • Hydraulic • Transmission Coolers

& Complete Automotive Repair
14447 E. 9 Mile Rd. • Warren, MI 48089

(586) 777-1184 • (586) 775-8720

drcbrieden.com

“We create beautiful smiles.”
• No-charge consultations including photographs and x-rays

• Interest-free payment plans
• Traditional, clear, and invisible braces, and clear aligners

• Acceptance of most insurances

NEW BALTIMORE
35050 23 Mile Rd., Ste. D

586-725-4411
 EAST CHINA
 4014 S. River Rd
 810-329-6671

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
dpolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

MINI’S COLLISION
& TOWING

9333 Marine City Hwy., Fair Haven, MI 48023

586.725.7364
Thank you to all of our Customers

Insurance Specialist • All Work Guaranteed
All Makes & Models • Frame Straightening Specialist

Same Owner, Same Location over 52 years!

Don’t let the insurance companies 
DIRECT you to their direct repair 

shops, you tell them you are going 
to Mini’s Collision where customer 
service & excellence is our priority.52

Years

Ce
leb

rat
ing
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Kelley & Sons
Heating & Cooling, Inc.

Since 1980
(586) 725-1594

www.kelleyandsonshvac.com
Specializing in:
New Construction

Furnace Replacement
Geothermal • Heat Pumps

Air Conditioning
Humidifiers • Service

Air Cleaners • UV Lights

 Family Tax Family Tax
 & Accounting & Accounting

CRAIG J. MAY, C.P.A.
48762 Gratiot Ave. • Chesterfield

(586) 948-5800

Family Owned And
Operated Since 1950
Traditional Funerals
Cremation Services

Pre-Arranged Planning

Offering Exceptional
Personal Services

Patricia L. GendernalikPatricia L. Gendernalik
Owner/Manager

35259 23 Mile Rd. • New Baltimore

586-725-0177586-725-0177

DOWNEY’S PLUMBING
all types of plumbing repairs

• Sewers Cleaned Electrically 
• 24-Hour Service • Visa/MC/Disc Accepted
• 10% Senior Discount
• Located in Chesterfield

Parishioner Discount
Licensed Master Plumber
586.775.2441

• Fema Elevation Certificates
• Boundary Surveys
• Construction Layout
• Site Engineering Design

2420 Pointe Tremble Rd., Algonac, MI 48001

(810) 794-1931 | www.pce-eng.com

Project
Control
Engineering, Inc.

Professional Engineers, 
Surveyors, and Consultants

Allemon
SEPTIC SERVICE

Specializing in Septic Tank Cleaning
– In Business Over 50 Years –

586-781-3433

FREE ESTIMATES

Any Slab at a fraction of replacement costs:
Driveways • Sidewalks • Patio • Garage Floors

Pool decks, etc. • Concrete Crack Caulking
Foundation Crack Repair and Waterproofing
JASON RACICOT, Owner • 586-431-0027

READY TO SELL YOUR HOME?? 
EXPERIENCE COUNTS...CALL TODAY

Wynne Achatz
Realtor, Michigan Notary
Westricks...Trusted Since 1889

For All Your 
Real Estate Needs
Call Wynne Today
586.260.7653586.260.7653


