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A Weary World Rejoices!!!!!! 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, we rejoice that you are present in our midst.  We give you thanks and 
praise for your love.  When our world was in need of redemp!on, you leapt down from the 
glory of the Trinity to become like us in all things but sin.  May we never forget that you 
con!nue to come from heaven to earth, over and over again, on altars around the world in 
the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.  Through the Eucharist we par!cipate in Christmas 
right before our eyes.  May we always cherish this most precious gi".   

In praise and thanksgiving, we offer you our lives as gi" back to you.  Use us to make 
known the love of God in the world today.  We give you our lives, that you may transform us 
into instruments of your peace and joy.  May our deeds of kindness open the eyes of all who 
are looking for salva!on and hope.  Amen.  

 

May the hope of the Savior born among us bring you hope, peace and joy! Merry 
Christmas!   

 
~ Fr. Nate  

 

St Agnes Catholic Church 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday and Tuesday from 9:00am-1:00pm.  Thursday from 9:00am-4:00pm. 

Weekend Mass Schedule:  Saturday at 4:30pm.  Sunday at 8:30am and 11:00am. 
Weekday Mass Schedule:  Wednesday at 6:30pm.  Thursday at 10:00am.  Friday at 8:30am. 

Reconcilia!on:  Tuesday at 3:00-4:00pm.  Thursday at  7:00-8:00pm.   
Eucharis!c Adora!on:  Thursday at 7:00-8:00pm 

Cyberspace Connec!ons: 
Website:  h&ps://stagnesmi.weconnect.com/ 

Facebook:  h&ps://www.facebook.com/StAgnesCatholicChurchFowlervilleMI/ 
YouTube:  h&ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UC69SJkJ2T-GPyMRrPop7mNA 
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Looking Forward to 2021 
"The year 2020 will be remembered as a turnaround point in human 
history," writes Marcelo Gleiser for CNN Opinion. "Not just because 
many will die, but because the Covid-19 pandemic is offering us a 
chance to reinvent ourselves.” 
I have spent the last 16 years of my life as Director of Evangeliza!on 
and Stewardship at St Agnes Parish bringing people together. The 
primary focus of my work has been to make connec!ons with     
people and help them feel part of our faith community.  
All this came to a screeching halt in March with the Coronavirus. My 
fi"h grandchild was born, my youngest daughter got married, and 
this gave me an opportunity to reflect on what I want to do next. 
The Lothamer Parish Center will be paid off in July 2021 and I am 
eligible for re!rement June 30, 2021. If that isn’t a God wink, I don’t 
know what is! 
God could not have sent me a bigger sign. I will be re!ring from full 
!me employment at St. Agnes Parish on June 30, 2021 but Brian and 
I will con!nue to be a part of our wonderful faith family. It is my 
inten!on to con!nue to stay involved with fundraising. 
I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity I have had to serve my 
Church. It has been a wonderful source of employment for me and I 
will miss the day-to-day office interac!ons but look forward to what 
God has in store for me next. 
Happy New Year, 
Liz Heslip 

2021 - A Year of Hope and Blessings 
2020 has been a year of challenges and blessings.  In March 
our world was turned upside down with the Covid-19 virus.  
We  began a&ending Mass electronically.  What a blessing it 
was when we were able to watch Father Nate celebrate the 
Mass from St. Agnes.   
I became Grand Knight of our Knights of Columbus Council at 
St. Agnes on July 1, 2020.  Many, if not most, of our            
fund-raising ac!vi!es were postponed or cancelled.          
However, we were able to hold the annual golf ou!ng,    
Tootsie Roll Drive, Polish Dinner (carry-out only), Holy Cross 
Sweatshirt Drive and the annual food drive suppor!ng the 
Fowlerville    Impact Center.  All of these ac!vi!es were more 
successful than anyone would have ever thought.  I cannot 
thank enough my Brother Knights and their spouses and fami-
lies for their help and support in such an uncertain !me.          
I believe I am truly blessed to be a part of such an unselfish 
group of men and women here at St. Agnes. 
As Christmas approaches and we begin to prepare for the      
upcoming year of 2021, I believe we should all reflect on the 
blessings we have had this year and look forward with hope 
for the new year.  The Knights are looking forward to the 
weekly Friday Fish Fry (carry out) during the Lenten season.  
That will be just the beginning, as we plan other ac!vi!es 
which can be    accomplished safely. 
Together in Christ, 
Larry J. Sheridan, Grand Knight Council 8605 

Dear Friends: 
I am thankful for my St Agnes family. A"er 40 some years, this 
church family has helped me to feel Christmas alive in my life. 
We have had many lessons to learn in that !me. Our Church 
family has helped us, and in return we help the way we can—
then play it  forward to others.  
That is St Agnes. There are many ways to help as a part of our 
Church family. In !mes of hunger, there is the Welcome Table 
or the soup girls, free bread (Thank You, Ralph!).  Once I was 
given duck eggs from someone new to me and they were 
good—a new thing for us.   
When we were cold, wood comes.  When in need of Jesus,       
Fr Nate and people who deliver the Eucharist are there to help.  
You need prayers?  We have a prayer ministry. Want to show a 
sick person you are thinking of them? Give them hope with the 
Prayer Shawl ministry.  Ma&hew 25:35.  
St Agnes is not big parish but we are a loving, generous, strong, 
and caring family.  My hope is we can keep connected in this 
new year through praying together or a&ending Adora!on—     
a beau!ful way to find peace in this crazy world.  Join Bible 
Studies where we can share. We need to know each other to 
help each other. Let’s keep Christmas Spirit all year. Merry 
Christmas and may God bless us in this new year! 
With love from your sister in Christ 
Susan 

2020 - A Banner Year - Just Not the One We Planned! 
We planned for this year for a very long !me. And then, to quote 
the Thomas Rhe& song, "You make your plans and you hear God        
laughing." We were looking forward to a year of celebra!ons: Karl 
turning 60, a big family spring break, both of us re!ring, and our 
40th wedding anniversary. 
Then the COVID restric!ons hit, and we found new ways and 
things to celebrate. We are so fortunate: thus far, our immediate 
family has all remained healthy; we have been able to have small 
gatherings with our adult children and grandson; we have had 
financial stability that others have not been able to enjoy.  
And, in addi!on to all of these gi"s, we've had !me to do things 
we otherwise wouldn't.  
- During the ini!al shelter-in place, we spent our one day out a 
week delivering soup together.  
- We've supported local businesses by purchasing carry-out         
(or dining in within the restric!ons) and doing home improvement 
projects that were previously put off.  
- I've had the opportunity to use my "geek-wanna-be" talents to 
help others stay connected to St. Agnes via Facebook, YouTube, 
and the Parish Website. 
While we are looking forward to 2021, I think we've begun to learn 
the importance of apprecia!ng each day for what it is. (Ma&hew 
6:34 Do not worry about tomorrow; it will take care of itself.) 
Wishing everyone at St. Agnes a Healthy Happy Christmas and His 
Peace and Joy in the New Year! 
Cathi LeBlanc 
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FAITH FORMATION 
Our parish subscrip!on 
to FORMED has been a 

blessing this year as we have 
been able to access  great 
programming for our teens, 
our bap!sm families, and adults while they are at home! 

 

Sign up for free at formed.org/signup  
If you have any difficulty ge#ng into FORMED, 

please contact Marie Sheridan 

St. Agnes Youth Group—The St. Agnes High School Youth Group 
was able to meet on the first and second Sunday in October and November. We were 
masked and distanced and outside when it was warm! We share our lives and our faith, 
lots of laughs and are learning different ways to pray together during a tough year.  We 
were also blessed to take a quick moment at the end of the meetings to share our faith 
with the Confirmation class.  In December we turned our meetings virtual but had an in 
person Adoration/Reconciliation night with Fr. Nate.  WE WILL KEEP MEETING! 
virtually or in person in 2021 and WE WANT YOU to join us! If you are interested, 
or know a High School teen who may be, please contact Emily Crockett or Marie 
Sheridan to find out details about the group! In a difficult year we still remember ... 

"God is good all the time and all the time GOD IS GOOD!   

Our Men’s Bible Study met safely 
outside during the summer. Our 
Women’s WINE group also meet 
several times outside during the sum-
mer and shifted to zoom in December! 
 

A reflection from Bill Kenney… 
     Reflecting upon 2020 - in many ways our parish family 
members have relied upon each other and have grown closer in 
our parish ministries. Our faith in Christ sustains us in the ups 
and downs of life. We can take solace in knowing and trusting 
in the Lord that his will be done, for love of us all. 
     Our many and varied parish ministries create opportunities 
to activate and grow our faith. I am blessed to be associated 
with a few ministries: 
     The Men’s Scripture Reflection (Bible Study) is a gathering 
of Christ’s disciples who take in and share God’s Word. Our 
prayerful reading of Scripture raises our faith, hope, and love 
in the Lord now, in these trying times, and for a brighter 2021. 
     RCIA formation (one Candidate this year) has been pro-
gressing nicely. Dcn. Roger, Marie, and I are blessed to share 
our faith and guide another soul to Christ. We look forward to 
conferring sacraments in 2021. 
     Lastly, I have been humbly blessed to be called to a Diaco-
nate vocation. In 2020 I advanced to Candidacy Formation. 
2021 will continue with Formation seminars, retreats, and 
practicums. My wife, Melanie, Dcn. Roger and Rosemary Ca-
haney, Fr. Nate, and my Spiritual Director have been instru-
mental and supportive.  God willing, I and my ten other broth-
ers, will be ordained in May, 2023. 
     May the Incarnation bless and unite our lives in Him in 
2021. Bill Kenney 

We have been blessed 
with many gifts during 

2020! 
We are all aware that this has been a chal-
lenging year for everyone. But despite the 
challenges and heartaches, we have also 

seen many blessing gifts this year. Here are a few… 
 

1. We have been so encouraged by the amount of our par-
ish families who have sought out continued faith formation 
for their children and young teens—many in person and 
some virtually. Our parents have attended parent sessions 
and have been positive about the time spent to share faith 
with their children. 
2. We were able to celebrate sacraments safely—had 
three Confirmation services and two First Communions in 
July. Thank you Father Nate and our families for the beauti-
ful and personal masses that we had. 

3. We have seen so much generosity this year! We had 
teens distribute food  and make laundry soap for Flint fami-
lies. We had over 40 families that put together Operation 
Christmas Child boxes and many that provided items for 
senior gift boxes and have helped at Welcome Table. 

4. We also seen our adult learners still desiring to come 
to our Bible Studies—we had over 30 participate in a scrip-

ture study on the book of Hebrews and many joined our 
Advent Rejoice series. 
5. Greatest Gift Ever—Jesus!! 

For information regarding Faith Formation, contact Marie 
@msheridandre@gmail.com or Iris @winiarskiiris@gmail.com 
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Dear St. Agnes Family, 
Your love for others has been shown through your generosity 
toward helping us fill Christmas boxes for our senior ci!zens. 
Every year we fill boxes for the seniors.  For some of them, 
this is the only gi" they will receive at Christmas.  It warms 
their hearts that someone is thinking of them during this   
special !me of year. 
Gi"s from the Prayer Shawl Ministry will bring comfort.  Food 
items from the Faith Forma!on Ministry will fill their         
tummies. Thank you for dona!ons from Chris!an Service & 
many others who shared both items and !me to help sort 
and fill the boxes. St. Agnes con!nues to share God's message 
of love for others.  
May our Savior bring peace to all this coming year. 
Jim & Charlo&e Ratke   

The Prayer Shawl  ministry worked at home most of this 
year.  We managed to squeeze in 5 blessings between lock-
downs.  We filled our bins to overflowing!  Then we shared 
our handy-work with the Veterans’ Hospital through the  
4th Degree Knights of Columbus:  46 blankets, 52 lap robes,     
42 wheelchair totes, 14 hats – all delivered on November 
14, 2020.  S!ll our bins were overflowing!  What to do?    
We heard about the  Livingston County Catholic Chari!es 
‘Senior Boxes”, so we  donated 35 men’s & women’s Prayer 
Shawls. We’ve worked hard, prayed a lot while croche!ng 
for the   recipients of these many items.  May God bless 
them all! 
Kathy Maresco, Prayer Shawls 

As the Welcome Table heads into its 14th year of opera!on I am 
so thankful for the many hands that have made this ministry so 
successful. Our first meal served 15 people and boy, were we 
nervous!  We began with opera!ons running September through 
April, but quickly realized the need didn't go away with the snow 
so we implemented year-round Thursday meals.  The number of 
guests served each week ebbs and flows, depending on so many 
factors: economy, weather, and !me of year. Looking back,            
I   believe the most served at one meal was 105! That was the 
!me we knew God wanted our ministry to con!nue because we    
weren't prepared for so many. But somehow the food mul!plied 
(just like the loaves and fishes) and everyone received a delicious 
meal!  
We con!nue to tweak the Welcome Table. During the lockdown 
this past spring, we provided weekly soup delivery to many in the 
community. Currently we are serving drive-through style to keep 
volunteers and guests safe.  Guests order meals ahead of !me 
and are served curbside. We have been averaging 55 guests a 
week. However we expect to see an increase this winter. With 
this new system of food prep and delivery, the number of         
volunteers needed has decreased. I miss seeing so many of our 
faithful volunteers! Hopefully, we'll be back in full opera!on 
some!me in 2021.  
Un!l then, stay safe and Merry Christmas! 
Colleen Pryslak 

Dear Friends: 
We are truly blessed to have an unwavering support system 
in our parish.  In spite of our current dilemma, we seem to 
do more, give more, and be more - which is    phenomenal 
since we see less of each other right now.  It is who we are, 
together, and I couldn't be more blessed to have St. Agnes in 
my life.  I can only pray we have more of the same in 2021, 
but with hopes the Covid would no longer require us to 
smile behind our masks.                                                              
Vicki Buell, Landscape Ar!st 

Oh, it feels so good to climb into bed with clean sheets, a 
so" pillow & warm blankets, especially as nights get colder. 
Thanks to you, the parishioners of St. Agnes parish, a number 
of our less fortunate neighbors have been able to enjoy the 
same experience. Because of your generosity, we can say "to 
all a good night" to many persons throughout our county. 
Thank you for your con!nued support of our bedding       
ministry. 
Mary Johnson, Bedding  

Upon opening the Day Spring calendar to be used in the       
Chris!an Service office, I was struck by the words on the back 
cover.  Allow me to share them with you: 
 

Just think,                                                                                             
You’re here not by chance,                                                                    

But by God’s choosing.                                                                   
His hand formed you                                                                      

And made you                                                                                  
the person you are.                                                                          

He compares you to no one else—                                                
You are one of a kind.                                                                          

You lack nothing                                                                                  
that His grace can’t give you.                                                         
He has allowed you to be here                                                           

at this !me in history                                                                          
to fulfill His special purpose                                                               

for this genera!on. 
To everything there is a season, and a !me to every purpose 

under the Heaven.  Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His 
face shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord li" 
up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.                          
(Numbers 6:24-26). 
Mariann Brown, Chris!an Service 



CHRISTMAS 2020—NEW YEAR 2021 

St. Francis Retreat Center is a place of quiet for you to listen for God's voice. It provides 
an opportunity for both adults and young people to encounter Christ, and grow in their      
ongoing lived rela!onship with Him.  Allow 95 peaceful acres of gently rolling hills and pine 
groves located in the heart of Michigan to be the backdrop for your spiritual renewal.   
Inspire—and light a fire!  Register at h&p://www.s>rancis.ws/retreats.html                            
Women’s Weekend Retreats: Jan 8-10, Mar 12-14, and April 16-18.                                      
Men’s Weekend Retreats:  Jan 15-17, Jan 22-24, Feb 12-14, Mar 5-7, and Apr 9-11. 

New Year—Fresh Slate—New Beginnings  

On the feast of the Immaculate Concep!on, Pope Francis ushered in the year of Saint Joseph. "Exci!ng" 
doesn't even begin to cover it.   Our world and our Church need Saint Joseph's paternal intercession. Let us  
witness all the grace the Lord will pour out through His foster father's example and intercession. 
Reach out to St Joseph!  Tuck yourself under his holy cloak by praying a 30-day novena.  It is a thorough 
and breathtaking !me of contempla!on on Saint Joseph's virtue. In it, you will place yourself under the 
holy cloak of Joseph, entrus!ng him with your most pressing needs (Saint Joseph is a mover and a do-er,  
so be specific about what you need!).  Here’s the link: h&ps://youtu.be/cedSQSSTh2Y 
Friends, in all ma&ers, go to Joseph. What a joyful year this will be under his special care! Protector of the 
Holy Family, pray for us!  

Jesus said, “if you believe in me, you will do the works 
that I do, and greater things because I’m going to the 

Father” (Jn 14:12).  Encounter Ministries exists to train 
and disciple Catholics to demonstrate the power and 
love of God in their sphere of influence through the 

gi"s of the Holy Spirit.                                                     
Through our school of ministry and conferences, we 

provide the best ministry to empower disciples to love 
like Jesus.                                                                                 

h&ps://encounterministries.us/  

VICARIATE MEN’S NIGHT:  Thursday, February 20, 6:15p 
Men-on-Fire gathers monthly, bringing men together for prac!cal 
strengthening and nourishment in their spiritual journey. February’s 
speaker is February is Joe Philip, Associate Director of Encounter 
Ministries.  Topic: “Hearing God’s Voice and Speaking His Word”. 
Prayer 5:45p, Mass 6:15p,  Speaker 7:00p followed by fellowship & 
refreshments. Free-will offering. 
 

LENTEN MISSION MARCH 1-3                                                                                          
Do you want to know more about your faith and help others?       
Holy Spirit Parish is hos!ng renowned inspira!onal Catholic speaker, 
prime-!me EWTN TV host and author, Mr. Tom Peterson of Catholics 
Come Home. Join us each evening and learn how to go deeper in your 
faith, and to help love more souls to heaven…especially your closest 
family members and friends!                                                                    
Sun-Mon = Talk 7-8p with light refreshments served a"erward.     
Tuesday = Mass 7p, Talk 7:40-8:40p.  Free-will offering.  



 FAIRFIELDFAIRFIELD
 & SONS & SONS
 PLUMBING PLUMBING

• Residential / Commercial
• Water Softeners
• Water Heaters

• Service & Repair
Courtesy Discount to our

fellow parishioners
Office Phone: 517-521-3221
Cell Phone: 517-404-4150

BigEdthePlumber@yahoo.com
Licensed & Insured: LIC.#8110844

Kern Road Veterinary Clinic
105 Fowlerville Rd. • Fowlerville

517-223-9618 • www.kernroadvet.com

 Steve Parrish (517)223-2420
 Owner parrishcarpet@gmail.com

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
SALES & INSTALLATION

Over 20 Years of Experience
www.parrishcarpet.com

PARRISH CARPETPARRISH CARPET
COMPANYCOMPANY THIS SPACE IS

 Gormley and
 Johnson
 Law Offices, PLC

Bankruptcy/Family law

(517) 223-3758

LLC

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0550/i

546-2810
4944 Mason Rd., Howell • 1 Mile W. of Burkhart

www.americanconprod.com

JRTT WATER CONDITIONING SERVICE
(SERVICE BY PETE BLACK)

Howell, MI | 517-546-9332

Sales • Service • Rental • Repair 2700 W Grand River, Howell  
www.howelldentistry.com

WN Grand River
 Dental Care
 • All Aspects of General/Family Dentistry
 • Loose Denture Solutions
 • Beautiful Smile Makeovers
 • Dental Anxiety Sedation
 • Snoring/Sleep Apnea Appliances
 • Headache/Migraine Relief
 • One Appointment Crowns
 Wayne Nelson, D.D.S., P.C.
 St. Joseph Catholic Church Parishioner

517.546.7211

Whether it has been 6 months 
or 26 years, we welcome you 
in a non-judgemental way.



NELSON CYPHER, New & Used Sales & Leasing Representative
 3030 Fowlerville Rd. nelsoncypher@dickscott.com
 (517) 223-3721 www.dickscottmotormall.net

Motor Mall
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 1085 Grand Oaks Dr., Ste. 100
 Howell, MI 48843-5705

For over 30 years, Accu-Temp has met the needs of thousands of homeowners
You’ll get a smart, courteous, and honest technician
 serving all of livingston county
 517-223-3700 
 like us on 
 facebook.com/AccuTempHeating
 
Schedule your appointment online at AccuTempHowell.com

Since 1984

our expertise
is unmatched!

 Colleen Pryslak, Realtor®

 Associate Broker
 517-304-0274
 colleen.pryslak@gmail.com
Recognized, Respected, Recommended!

REALTY
LIVINGSTON

SCOTT NELSON, Owner
9177 W. Grand River • Fowlerville, MI

(517) 223-7593
www.nelsonsinc.com

WE CARRY THE FULLY 
WATERPROOF PLANK 

FLOORING THAT IS 
TAKING THE MARKET 

BY STORM!

0% Financing
Plans Available

Take 10% off 
material & labor 

on all hard surface 
products!

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00-5:30
 Tues till 7:00, Sat 10:00-3:00
www.CARPETDEPOTFLOORINGMI.com

Herrmann Funeral Home
P.J. Herrmann • Owner

 Proud to support the St. Agnes Parish and their Families

1005 E. Grand River • Fowlerville, MI 48836
pjherrmannfuneralhome.com • 517-223-8656

Discover the catholic Difference

 Patrick Arndt, FIC
 Field Agent
 810-394-0694
 patrick.arndt@kofc.org
 www.facebook.com/
 patrickarndtkofc

LIFE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES
DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

Rely on the 
Knights of 

Columbus to 
protect your 

family’s future

A Home Away from Home
assisted living and adult care

517.223.8312
807 E. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville, MI

facebook.com/awayfromhomefostercare
24 Hour Supervised Care

Semi-Private Rooms
Assistance in Daily Care

Reasonable Monthly Rate
located in fowlerville - livingston county

Rental Facilities at
St. Agnes-Fowlerville

Meeting Rooms, Banquet Hall and Gym 
for Receptions, Reunions, Showers, Etc.
Can accommodate 25-250+ people

$50.00 and up

Call Liz @ 517-223-8684 x 313

 

 ~In Business over 40 years~

Featuring Selected Used Cars & Trucks

Kathi & John Backhuus, Owners / Parishioners
517-546-8422517-546-8422 • www.BackhuusAuto.com • www.BackhuusAuto.com

In service to One. In service to all.

www.kofc.org

Contact Tim Griffith to place an ad today! 
tgriffith@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6441


