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A Quick Course In Theology Of Sin�

Part 6�Conclusion�

�

   Over the past weeks, I have tried to explain some of the complexities 

and distinctions concerning what SIN is and what SIN is not. In short, 

SIN always involves an evil action, but is defined by both the gravity of 

the action and the willful participation of the person. Sin always involves 

a disobedience of the Will of God, and always impacts human beings. 

Sin is not some abstract idea about “right and wrong”, but a personal 

disregard for the welfare of the human society.�

   I have frequently referred to the evil of abortion as an example of the 

complex issue of SIN. Let there be no mistake, the Church rightly 

teaches that ABORTIONS ARE A GRAVE MORAL EVIL (CCC 2270�

75). And, while circumstances of some pregnancies compel genuine 

concern and compassion, it is not morally sound to attempt to bring 

about some “moral good” via the moral evil of abortion. This being said 

and emphasized, it demands that we also understand the issue of Right 

To Life lies much broader than simply being “pro�birth”. The Church has 

been absolutely clear that being PRO�LIFE involves a respect for life 

from the moment of conception until natural death. A Pro�Life society 

recognizes and defends the right of every	human	person among other  

things: to be treated with the dignity of being human; the right to an 

education, healthcare, meaningful employment, time to recreate, safe 

environs; protection from discrimination because of gender, race or 

nationality, and freedom to migrate.�

   I have frequently reiterated the idea of complex decisions to be made 

in determining any course of moral activity. While the adage that 

“ignorance is no excuse” applies to civil law, it does not apply to “moral 

culpability”. However, a willful determination to remain ignorant of the 

issues at stake, or the genuine motives behind a decision, is in itself 

sinful. At the core of every moral decision, is honesty to a process:�

Have I prayed about this?�

Have I studied the Church´s teachings and explanations?�

Have I given serious consideration to other empirical evidence?�

Have I seriously considered personal motives and/or fears?�

Have I sought the guidance of my pastor?�

Have I prayed?�

� Fidelity to this process may not always lead to a decision consistent 

with the teachings of the Church. Fidelity to this process may not always 

lead to the “best” resolution. However, genuine fidelity to this process 

will lead to a better decision, and help mitigate the evil in the world. �
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Deacon Bill Stimpson� � � � deaconbill83@gmail.com� � � � 01/28/2020�

Today’s Good News�

3rd Sunday of Lent�

�

   In the past two weeks we have learned who 

Jesus IS.  For the remaining weeks of Lent 

we will learn what Jesus DOES.  The First 

Reading always provides the background for 

what happens with Jesus.  The Second 

Reading tells us what Jesus did, or does, for 

the faithful.  The Gospel for the next three 

weeks will come from John.  Today we will 

learn about water.�

   The First Reading from Exodus tells us how 

the Hebrew slaves who escaped from Egypt 

did not trust Moses, or even God for that 

matter. They grumbled in today’s story about 

the lack of water.  Moses grumbled when he 

carried their complaint to God.  God told 

Moses to strike a rock with his staff and water 

would flow from it.  God named the place 

Massah and Meribah.  Massah means 

“strike” and Meribah means “quarreling” in 

Hebrew.�

   Paul, writing in Romans, tells us the love of 

God has been poured out on us through 

Jesus.  Grace and salvation are ours 

because Jesus died for us.  �

   The Gospel from John is the story of the 

Samaritan woman at the well.  After giving 

water to a thirsty Jesus at the community 

(Continued on page 2)�
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Lector Training This Week�

Sacred Heart and St. Nicholas are seeking lectors.  No previous experience required.�

   A lector must be a confirmed, practicing Roman Catholic.  High school teens are 

eligible to be lectors.  Fr. Noel makes a special invitation to our teens to prayerfully 

think about becoming a lector.  You are needed and you are welcome.  The only 

requirement for this liturgical ministry is to be a good reader.  We can train you to do all 

of the rest.  �

   There will be a renewal training session for all current and new lectors (for both 

Sacred Heart and St. Nicholas Churches) at St. Nicholas on Thursday, March 19, 

from 6:30pm � 8:00pm.  Fr. Noel requests all lectors to make time for this meeting.  

Current Lectors, please bring your lector workbook with you.  �

G.I.F.T. �

(Growing In Faith Together) �

Discipleship �

Potluck Gathering�

Saturday, March 21st �

Immediately following �

the 4pm Mass at St. Nicholas�

All St. Nicholas & Sacred Heart 

volunteers, lay ministers, catechists,  

leadership teams, and members of 

all parish groups are invited to a 

monthly gathering.  We will have 

our potluck meal, enjoy fellowship 

and strengthen our commitment to 

be joyful missionary disciples.�

Registered Families 247 

Sunday Envelopes 52  

 Checks $1,055.00 

 Cash 496.00 

Loose  Checks  185.00 

  Cash 532.15 

Ash Wednesday 5.00 

Mass Stipends 20.00 

C & E Churches 25.00 

Easter Flowers 10.00  

Lenten Black Books 31.00 

Friday Prayer Group 231.85 

Wed. Prayer Group 154.50 

Altar Society 50.00  

Total  $2,795.50 

St. Nicholas�

Sacred Heart�

The Pope’s Monthly 

Intention�

March 2020:�

Catholics in China�

We pray that the Church in China 

may persevere in its faithfulness 

to the Gospel and grow in unity. �

Registered Families 155 

Sunday Envelopes 51  

 Checks $595.00 

 Cash 426.00 

Loose  Checks  395.00 

  Cash 227.00 

Maintenance 25.00 

Solemnity 17.00 

Mass Stipend 40.00 

Spanish 171.00 

Coffee & Donuts 34.00 

Total  $1,930.00 

MEDITACIÓN DEL EVANGÉLIO � ALENTAR UN 

ENTENDIMIENTO MÁS PROFUNDO DE LA ESCRITURA�

�

3er Domingo de la Cuaresma� � 15 de marzo de 2020�

�

   En este tercer Domingo de Cuaresma, Jesús es el pozo de agua viva que 

guía a la mujer samaritana a profundizar en el Espíritu y en la verdad. También, 

guía a los discípulos a profundizar en su misión para recibir la cosecha que ya 

está lista. Alabanza, misión y creer que Cristo es el camino hacia la vida eterna. 

¡Todos, este Domingo necesitamos de tomar de esa agua viva que es Cristo! 

“Señor, dame de esa agua, y así ya no sufriré la sed ni tendré que volver aquí a 

sacar agua.” (Juan 4:15)�

   El Papa Francisco nos ilumina con la siguiente homilía:�

 “Jesús, habla de un agua diversa…el agua que dona la vida eterna fue 

infundida en nuestros corazones en el día de nuestro bautismo, ahora 

Dios nos ha transformado y llenados de su gracia. Pero puede darse que 

hayamos olvidado este gran don, o reducido a un mero dato, y quizá 

vamos en busca de ‘pozos’�aunque no nos sacian la sed. [El Evangelio 

es para nosotros.] Jesús nos habla como a la samaritana. Ciertamente 

nosotros ya lo conocemos, pero quizá no lo hemos acogido 

personalmente, y no lo hemos todavía reconocido como nuestro 

Salvador. Este tiempo de Cuaresma es la ocasión buena para acercarse 

a él, encontrarlo en la oración en un dialogo corazón a corazón, ver su 

Rostro en el rostro de un hermano o de una hermana sufriente. De este 

modo podemos renovar en nosotros la gracia del bautismo, saciarnos en 

la fuente de la Palabra de Dios y de su Santo Espíritu, es así descubrir la 

gloria de convertirnos en artífices de reconciliación instrumentos de paz 

en la vida cotidiana.”  �

¿Qué piensas de esta homilía del Papa?�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ©LPi�

  Sunday, March 8, 2020�

  Sunday, March 8, 2020�

well, he tells her he can give her living water which will well up to springs of 

eternal life.  She does not understand so he goes to great lengths to help her.  

She comes to believe in him and runs into town to tell everyone about him.  She 

is the first evangelist in the Bible.  The water that is living and wells up into 

springs of eternal life is the water of baptism.  This is the only way one can be 

joined to the body of Christ which is the church.  So � we had lifesaving water 

from a rock, God’s love poured out on us in Jesus, and lifesaving water of 

baptism which gives eternal life.�

   Today’s Good News reminds us that once baptized into the body of Christ we 

will inherit eternal life.  He is part of us, grace poured out on us.  This is what 

Jesus DOES because of who he IS.  The Elect who will be baptized at Easter 

must learn this valuable lesson and we need to be reminded as well.�

Diane Bucko�

(Today’s Good News � Continued from page 1)�

Lent Penance Services�

�

St. Nicholas�Capac:  Tues., March 24 at 7:00pm�

Sacred Heart�Imlay City:  Thurs., March 26 at 7:00pm�

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel�Emmett:  Wed., April 1 at 7:00pm�

Immaculate Conception�Lapeer:  Tues., April 7 at 7:00pm�

�

Please note: There will be several priests each evening to 

hear confessions.�

Stations of the 

Cross�

Fridays of Lent �

at 6:00pm�

Sacred Heart:  �March 27, 

� � � � � � � � April 3�

St. Nicholas:  � March 20�



�

�

�

Holy Face of Jesus Confraternity�

March 15, April 19, May 17,  June 21, July 19, 

August 16,  September 20, October 18, �

November 15, December 20�

   Devotions to our Lord in the church at Sacred 

Heart followed by refreshments and fellowship in 

the Social hall. We meet the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at 3:00pm. �

   If you have any questions please call Andrew or 

Veronica Pawlaczyk at (810) 721�7038.�

Dear God, we place our worries in 

Your hands and our sick under Your 

care and humbly ask that You restore 

Your servants to good health once 

more... 

Please pray for 

the men and 

women serving in 

our armed forces.�

Mass Offerings�

Stop by the parish office to 

have a Mass said or use the 

forms by the main entrance 

of each church. You can put 

it in the collection basket.  A 

stipend of no more than $10 

per Mass is the norm.�

Mass Intentions 

SACRED HEART 

St. Nicholas 

Please let the office know when 

the sick person recovers or if they 

pass away. Thank You.�

Prayer 

requests 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 �

 �4:00pm �at St. Nicholas �

�     � For Gary Smith�

� � � Req. by Michele Carroll�

� � �

Sunday, March 15, 2020 �

(Third Sunday of Lent)�

 �9:00am� at Sacred Heart �

�     � For the Scurich Family�

� � � Req. by Joe & Joann Mattiacci�

� � For �David Schipono�

� � � Req. by Jim & Joe Vargo�

11:00am�at St. Nicholas �

� � For �Darleen Carroll�

� � � Req. by Mr. & Mrs. Douglas �� �

� � � Carroll�

� 5:00pm� (Spanish) at Sacred Heart�

� � For Juan Rios�

� � � Req. by Susan Priess �

 �     � For Our SH & SN Communities�

�

Monday, March 16, 2020 � No Mass�

�

Tuesday, March 17, 2020�

(St. Patrick)�

� 8:30am� at St. Nicholas�

� � For Dorothy Wierzbicki�

� � � Req. by Susan Priess�

�

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 �

(St. Cyril of Jerusalem)�

10:00am�at Sacred Heart�

� � For �Earl Mahlmeister�

�     � � Req. by Family�

�

Thursday, March 19, 2020�

(St. Joseph)�

� 8:30am� at St. Nicholas�

� � For Monica H. Lazurka�

� � � Req. by Michele Carroll� �

    �

Friday, March 20, 2020�

10:00am�at Sacred Heart�

�     � For Carol & Joe Mattiacci�

� � � Req. by Family�

�

Saturday, March 21, 2020 �

 �4:00pm �at St. Nicholas �

�     � For Our SH & SN Communities�

� � �

Sunday, March 22, 2020 �

(Fourth Sunday of Lent)�

 �9:00am� at Sacred Heart �

�     � For �Ted Rankin, �Cecilia Horitski,�

� � � � and�Karl Horitski�

� � � � Req. by Diane Schipono�

11:00am�at St. Nicholas �

� � For �Fransica Sustaita�

� � � �  Req. by Ruben & Juanis Gomez�

� 5:00pm� (Spanish) at Sacred Heart �

 �     � For Our SH & SN Communities�

St. Nicholas Annual Lent Fish Fry�

Fridays:  March 27 and April 3�

4:00pm � 7:00pm�

St. Nicholas Church Cleaning�

Saturday, March 21st beginning at 9:00am�

We need your help!  �

Please bring supplies if possible.�

Imlay City �

Knights of 

Columbus  #4556�

Are you are interested in 

becoming a Knight?  �

Call Louis Parsch �

(810) 499�6234�

Sacred Heart Church Cleaning�

Saturday, April 4th beginning at 9:00am�

The church is in need of a good cleaning �

before the Triduum decorating.�

Please bring supplies if possible.�

Limpieza de la Iglesia �

del Sagrado Corazón�

Sábado 4 de abril a partir de las 9:00 a.m.�

La iglesia necesita una buena limpieza.�

antes de la decoración Triduum.�

Por favor traiga suministros si es posible.�

New Vestments for Fr. Noel!�

   If you attended mass at St. Nicholas last 

weekend you might have noticed Fr. Noel was 

wearing a new set of purple vestments.  He also 

has new red and green vestments.  He will get his 

new white vestment in a few months.  How did 

this generous gift happen?  �

   Some years ago a group of volunteer 

seamstresses gathered at St. Bonaventure 

Monastery in Detroit to take on a new ministry 

which has benefited hundreds of priests around the 

world.  This is how it happens.  When someone 

dies a family member contacts the Solanus Casey 

Center.  For a donation of $150 a set of vestments 

is made in memory of the deceased loved one.  

The name of the person to be remembered is 

printed on a tag that is sewn into the back of the 

chasuble.  Every time the priest wears that 

chasuble and stole the deceased person is prayed 

for by him and the entire worshiping community.  

The vestments are given to priests in missions 

around the world and diocesan priests who need 

them.  Some vestments have been returned after 

the death of the priest who owned them.  They are 

repaired if necessary and given to another priest.  

The memory and prayers go on and on.  �

   These vestments are beautifully designed, made, �

(continued to the right)�

and prayed over.  A chasuble made by a 

professional company can easily cost $2000.  

A stole alone is $200 and up.  The cost for 

these vestments is probably less than the cost 

for flowers for a funeral today.  Sixteen lovely 

and dedicated ladies make the vestments right 

at the Center.�

If you would like to remember a loved one 

please call Sharon in the sewing room at the 

Solanus Casey Center, 313�579�2100.  You 

will also be contributing to the cause for the 

canonization of Fr. Solanus.    �



 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

�

700 Maple Vista, Imlay City, MI 48444 

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Catholic Church 

�

4331 Capac Rd., Box 129, Capac, MI 

48014 

 

Rev. Noel Cornelio, Pastor 

Deacon Brian White 

Imlay City Parish Office: (810) 724-1135 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm 

Capac Parish Office: (810) 395-7572 

Web: imlaysacredheart.org 

Email: staff@imlaysacredheart.org 

Sunday Holy Mass Times 

 Saturday (Vigil):           4:00pm  

             November - April at St. Nicholas   

              May - October at Sacred Heart                                    

 Sunday:                        9:00am - Sacred Heart 

                                       11:00am - St. Nicholas 

                      5:00pm (Spanish) - Sacred Heart 

1st Sunday: 1 :00pm (Spanish) - St. Nicholas 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Reconciliation 

 Saturday:                 3:00pm - 3:50pm  

                                  (Before the 4:00pm Mass) 

 Wed. & Friday:      9:30am at Sacred Heart 

 Sunday:                  4:30pm at Sacred Heart 

 

Weekday Holy Mass Times 

Tuesday:  8:30am  - St. Nicholas 

Wednesday:  10:00am  - Sacred Heart 

                         7:00 pm - Sacred Heart (Spanish) 

Thursday:  8:30 am - St. Nicholas 

1st Thursday: 7:00pm - St. Nicholas                

Friday:         10:00am - Sacred Heart 

1st Friday:   Adoration from 9:00am-10:00am              

                       & 11:00am-Noon at SH 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Baptism  

 By appointment; a preparation class is required 

 

Matrimony   

By appointment; a 6 month preparation period is 

required 

Anointing of the Sick            Please call the office 

 

St. Vincent  de Paul Food Pantry  

(810) 627-0664 

 1st & 3rd Thursdays from  6:00pm - 7:30pm 

St. Nicholas Food Pantry 

 Fridays from 9:00am - 2:00pm 

Hispanic Service Center 

 810-724-3665 

Catholic Charities of SE Michigan 

 810-664-4646 

National Domestic Violence Hotline 

 800-799-7233 

Project Hope– Pro-Life Ministry 

 855-882-2736 

Project Rachel - Post Abortion Ministry 

 888-722-4355 

Complete Glass Service
Automobile Glass

Insurance Approved
Residential & Commercial Glass

F.R.P. Doors & Hardware - 3/8 Euro Shower Doors
Carl Rumsey ~ Owner Almont • 810.798.2505

 4-D-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                15-0616

Yale Glass Company, Inc. ROSY BROS INC.
Farm - Lawn & 

Garden Equipment
5727 Dryden Rd., Dryden

810-796-3007

GOURMET MEATS & SAUSAGE
Full Service Meat Counter • Pick up/on-site Catering 

Outdoor BBQ & Smokey’s Booze Barn
www.countrysmokehouse.com

Open 7Days a Week!

(810) 798-3064
ALMONT, MI

Maple Vista 
 Affordable, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments in Imlay City  

MapleVista.org   (810) 724-6300 

 MONUMENTS
 OF ANY DESIGN

80 S. Main St by the Historical Depot
Contact Tom Giles   810-724-0033

I M L A Y  C I T YMonuMents

810-664-1594
Free Estimates•Senior Discounts•Complete Plumbing Service

CAPAC FAMILY
DENTISTRY

Elizabeth Vinckier Kersten, DDS
John Vinckier, DDS

 4309 Capac Rd., Capac, MI   810.395.2100

  EMERGENCY SERVICE / 7 DAYS A WEEK 810-664-8865

FREE INSTALLATION ESTIMATES!
1575 Imlay City Rd., Lapeer

www.kapalaheating.com

Your Service 
Specialists Since 1978

Ryan Kersten 
4361 Capac Road, Capac, MI 48014 

Bus 810.395.4495 • Fax 810.395.4498 
Ryan@Kersteninsurance.com | www.kersteninsurance.com 

Licensed: Michigan

810-245-5562

Mark A. Braniecki, D.O.
Curt Coulter, D.O.

Timothy Piontkowski, D.O., F.A.A.F.P.
Albert Smith, Jr., D.O. • Dan Coulter, D.O.

BILL WINSLOW JR.B.J.’s Maintenance
 Attica, Michigan

• Top Soil • Post Hole Digging • Rock Walls • Grading
• Excavating • Landscaping • Bobcat Work • Rock Raking

• Pole Barn Sites • Lawn Maintenance • Drain Tile

(810) 656-1485 • (810) 724-8673

Louis Parsch
John Parsch • Lucas Parsch

(810) 724-6630 • www.parschs.com

Complete Auto Service, Repair & Tires
U-Haul Trucks & Trailers • New/Used Tires

Featuring

LUMBERJACK 
SHACK, INC.

“Where the Outdoor Enthusiast Shops”

 YETI
Imlay CIty

Sales & Service Since 1975
Pick up & Delivery Available

Trade-Ins Welcome

resIdentIal • CommerCIal • reCreatIonal
810-724-7230 | www.lumberjackshack.com

$1.00 off All hAircuts
$5.00 off Any perm or color
Monday-Friday 9-8 • Saturday 9-5

www.grondins.com
Imlay CIty Plaza

724-1433
almont (IGa Plaza) 

798-0110

Law Office of Rachel Glogowski, PC
 Abogada de Inmigración
 casos de inmigración · federales re-entrada illegal·
 cortes·cartas de poder · servicios notariales y mas
 606 N. Saginaw St, Ste B, Lapeer, MI 48446
 Se Habla Español
 Tel: 313-251-8282

PREFERRED SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

Be a Preferred Customer...There is a Difference   |   Office: 800-964-6613

Family Owned & Operated for Over 22 Years
5 Year Warranty on All Materials & Labor

Visit Us at www.PreferredSeamlessGutters.com

• Michigan’s Premier Seamless Gutter Company
• 22 Years of Business built on “Honesty and Integrity”
• Highest Rating on Angie’s List
• Fully Insured • Full 5 Year Warranty
• 25 Colors in Stock • Free No Pressure Quotes

(810) 664-8536
info@oshcpa.com
www.oshcpa.com

 Income Tax Preparation  Tax Planning
 Payroll Services  Bookkeeping
 Financial Statements  IRS Audit 
 Representation 

3056 Davison Rd., Suite 4, 
Lapeer, MI 48446


