The silence calls me
I answer with a step
that leads me up an asphalt ribbon
to the apex of a hill.
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A hot breeze moves about in trees of
evergreen- spruce and pine,
cones and needles whispering,
boughs bending before the
ancient, hallowed space.
Still silence call me.
I exit summer’s heat and stand
in the cool threshold of the
narthex of a church.
Silence still
And beads of sweat condense upon my neck;
my face is flush with mild exertion.
My eyes adjust.
The darkened room
is lit by one small candle.
Silent saints greet with sober stares, my
presence in their silence.
And quiet, still, my heart
begins to shed the hill,
the steps, the trees,
the day, the night,
the thoughts that have too often
hindered me from coming here.
Until more quiet
Still
The voice of God is heard.
Χριστός Ανέστη!
Fr. Paul A. Patitsas
Proistamenos

Announcements

Y.A.L.

FUNERALS

Eirini Spanos +April 10, 2021
Vasiliki Kapordelis +April 14, 2021
George Nikolas Dakas +April 14, 2021

BAPTISMS

April 17, 2021
Laura Lynne Xydas
Godparent is Presvytera Kerri Manos
April 17, 2021
Evelyn Elise Clancy
Godparent is Presvytera Katerina Patitsas

Y.A.L had a busy month! We had a great
time at our first in-person meeting, thanks to
all who attended! We also handed out flowers to the women of St. Nicholas for Mother's Day. Later in the month, we enjoyed
partnering with FOCUS Detroit and Oasis of
Hope Christian Church to work on their garden! If you or someone you know may be
interested in joining the group, please reach
out to YAL@stnicholastroy.org!

April 24, 2021
Jack Robert Weed
Godparent is Penelope Seaborn

Council Report
Coronavirus Containment Actions

The Metropolis of Detroit Coronavirus procedures and directives remain in effect. Please continue to
maintain social distancing and to stick with wearing a mask while in church - both actions are
mandatory. Ministry groups are allowed and encouraged to meet in person in small groups. The
complete list of the directive is posted to our website at www.stnicholastroy.org.

Youth Safety Renewal/Training

The Parish Council reminds everyone who completed the Archdiocese Youth Safety Training program in
2020 that it is time for renewal. Anyone who started working with parish children in 2020 or 2021 also
must enroll. The program is a requirement for all parish teachers, advisors and leaders who work with
children. Please contact the church office for details on program enrollment.
Holy Week Website / Live Stream Viewer Info
We had good parishioner and visitor attendance both online and in-person during Holy Week. While the
numbers were not quite as high as before the pandemic, nonetheless we saw some nice attendance. Palm
Sunday: 700 people comprised of 300 users on our website and 400 people in person across the Event
Center and church Good Friday: 700 people comprised of 500 users on the website and 200 people in
church Resurrection/Anastasi: 900 people comprised of 500 users on the website, and400 people in
person across the Event Center and church.
Classroom Water Damage
In April we suffered significant damage to two classrooms in the North wing when a roof drain pipe joint
separated during a thunderstorm, allowing a large amount of rainwater to enter the building. Remediation
has taken place. There is no mold. We are covered by insurance. Reconstruction has begun. We carry a
$5,000 deductible. We are working with contractors to assess the damage and begin repairs immediately.
All other roof drain pipe joints were inspected and repairs made as necessary to prevent a recurrence in
other parts of our facility.
Staying In Touch
Our parish maintains a detailed website at www.stnicholastoy.org where information on services, events
and ministries can be found. The link to our live weekly Sunday Divine Liturgy broadcast can also be
found there. We also keep a Facebook page and we publish a weekly e-mail of the Sunday Bulletin and
upcoming events.
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D.O.P
The Daughters of Penelope, Iphthime #66
would like to congratulate this year’s
AHEPA scholarship recipients!
We also would like to announce our
chapter officers:
President: Artemis Vouharas
Vice President: Irene Vouharas
Treasurer: Jennifer Borchardt
Secretary: Leah Marchetti
Warden: Maria Luhring
Marshall: Madelyn Borchardt

2021 ST. NICHOLAS
ENDOWMENT FUND
Grant Applications
Being Taken!
The 2021 St. Nicholas Endowment Fund
Grant Application process has started. Endowment Fund Grants are available to
all ministries of our St. Nicholas
Church. Grant Application Forms are available for download via the Church’s website
at: http:www.stnicholastroy.org ministries_and_organizationsst_endowment_fund
/index.php or via email by contacting Stephen Karniotis at:
EndowmentFund@StNicholasTroy.org.
Applications must be submitted by
October 31.

METROPOLIS of DETROIT
SUMMER CAMP (MDSC)
Camper registration opened on March 15! We are moving forward with hope and a mission to gather safely in
Rose City for the 2021 camp season, but also working
on a backup plan should our circumstances change. We
welcome registration for campers entering grades 3-11
for Weeks 1-5 and entering grade 12 or first year of college for Week Zero. Note, our capacity will be adjusted
this season, so don’t wait to register! Staff positions are
also available for ages 17 and older. Please visit
www.gomdsc.org to register and learn more about our
camp programs or call us at 248-909-6372 for more information. See page 8 for the flyer.

CAREFUL IN THE NARTHEX!
Though we might be tired of COVID-19 safety
measures, it is still important ESPECIALLY IN THE
NARTHEX that we maintain social distancing, wear
our masks correctly, and keep our
conversation to a minimum.
Please arrange to socialize outside the church whether
in the parking lot or your homes, but in church please
respect safety measures that are in place. For more
information related to our COVID-19 protocols and
procedures please visit our website.
~Thank you for your support and cooperation.

PHILOPTOCHOS
The St. Nicholas Philoptochos thanks all of its members who volunteered their time during Holy
Week. Specifically, we thank the following women who dyed eggs for the Holy Saturday service: Barbara Caralis, Minnie Papageorgiou, Eugenia Tonelli, Melanie Feles, Andrea Feles-Katsimbaris,
Vasiliki Michalakis, Penny Seaborn, Paula Kalevas, Angela Seaborn, Patti Bologna, and Irene Zannis. Thank you to Anne Feles for donating the organza cross bags for the eggs. We also thank all those
who helped the Philoptochos decorate the Kouvouklion/Epitaphion. We, also, thank the committee who
assembled and delivered the Pascha “Forget—Me—Not” gift bags for our home—bound & nursing home
parishioners.
We also want to thank the parish for supporting our many activities in April and May – the Philoptochos
Bake Sale, Easter Candle Sale, and Mother’s Day Gift Sale. We appreciate your continued support!

Finally, thank you to all who have newly joined or renewed their Philoptochos membership.
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Y.A.L. Partnership with
FOCUS DETROIT
St. Nicholas Y.A.L. has partnered with FOCUS Detroit to
help create and shape a new outreach initiative called
"Outfitted for Good" (OFG). OFG serves as a food pantry
and clothing closet out of a shipping container on the property of Oasis of Hope in downtown Detroit.
We will be creating a “spot” for those in need in the downtown Detroit region serving as a one-stop shop. It offers
access to basic necessities, such as food, clean and presentable clothing, and hygiene products, as well as serving as a
neighborhood staple, focused on cultivating, enriching, and
positively shaping the local community and youth.
We hope to have workshops for the youth, neighborhood
block parties in the summer, and to overall create a centralized place of hope and support. Our purpose is to serve existing needs and fill the gaps that exist while collaborating
with existing outreach ministries, community partners, and
existing nonprofit agencies. The COVID-19 pandemic has
made the need even greater and access to these ministries
more difficult.
If you have any questions or would like to get involved,
please contact Fotini Michalakis
YAL@stnicholastroy.org

YOUTH PROTECTION
TRAINING
The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, is requiring
and mandating that all youth workers will have access to
Praesidium’s online abuse prevention training and screening packages using the Armatus® Learn to Protect System.
The training session/videos needs to be completed every
year and the background check every two years. You will
be receiving reminder emails from them indicating their
records show that you have previously completed training
in the past and are due for additional abuse prevention
training in Praesidium’s Armatus Learn to Protect System.
You will need to log in at http://praesidiuminc.com/
login to see your updated requirements. If you cannot remember your password, please click the link on the login
screen to reset your password. The Praesidium Support
Team is also available to help you log in or connect with
your organization. Please feel free to reach out to them
at support@praesidiuminc.com.
Thank you for your continued dedication and
commitment to a safe environment!
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Do we even need a “Church”?
You’ve probably heard this question before, and perhaps even asked it yourself. World Christianity today is different than it was 20 years ago, 100 years ago, and certainly 2,000 years ago. The
questions that we ask are prompted by both our present and our past. This question in particular,
which seeks to determine the value or necessity of a “Church,” was actually unheard of for the first
1500 years of Christian existence! It wasn’t until the onset of the Protestant Reformation in the 16 th
century that people began even to consider that it might be possible to be Christian without being part
of the Church. Prior to Luther’s articulation of ideas like Sola Scriptura (by scripture alone) and Sola
Fide (by faith alone), it was unimaginable that a person might take a Bible, read it, and somehow find
their way to heaven on the strength of their individual will and interpretation. While Martin Luther
was almost certainly moved by an earnest desire to expunge human corruption from the Catholic
Church, and while he himself did not envision the way that later thinkers would take this reform in an
almost unrecognizable direction, the fact is that before the 16th century there were 2 Churches (both
of whom considered themselves the One, true Church), and that now there are over 30,000 Christian denominations worldwide.
What explains this explosion of different beliefs, all claiming to be correct? How is it that, in
our day, no one would blink an eye if you rented an office building, put out a sign, and established
your own “church”? Do you and I really have that power? Am I so intelligent, so sincere, so enlightened, that I can trust my own opinion about the scriptures over the opinion of the millions and millions
of Christians who’ve lived before me and live around me still? And, would that even be enough?
How many of us know that the New Testament itself was not formally defined until the year 367?
Can I take that book and dispose of the community who compiled it, certain that I’ll understand the
words it wrote better than the community itself?
The justification for answering yes to all the questions above is: “Indeed I can, through the Holy
Spirit who helps me!” You have probably heard this before, too. The principle of the Holy Spirit
guiding and enlightening Christians is found throughout Scripture, and we see it exemplified in the
Gospel of John: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and remind you of everything that I have told you.” (John 14.26) Indeed, Christ did not
leave us orphans, and the Holy Spirit does guide us. The question that remains is… How?
Does the Holy Spirit guide us alone, or as a body? When Christ promised His disciples that He
would continue to guide and perfect them through the Holy Spirit, did He speak to them as individuals, or as a collective? Did He mean that He would ensure their faithfulness to the truth when they
worked alone, or together? The first chapters of Acts, and the historical event of Pentecost which they
describe, will give us the answer.
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterance.
Continued on page 6
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Christ appeared to his disciples for 40 days after His Resurrection, and on the 40th day he ascended into heaven, promising (as we heard in John above) to send them Holy Spirit. That promise was not made to individuals, but to a
group. [1] Now, ten days after the Ascension of Christ, the disciples are together once more. They’ve gathered as a
unit in Jerusalem and are praying and fasting as one until the Holy Spirit descends. On that 50th day (Pentecost), the
Holy Spirit does descend, appearing as a flame of fire and manifesting itself in a miraculous gift of tongues. But
where do these flames of fire sit, and who receives the gift of tongues? It descends neither on just one of the apostles, nor on anyone outside of them. Each of the apostles received the Holy Spirit: “divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each of them,” and yet not everyone present received the gift, as we hear of the “crowd
[that] came together in bewilderment.” [2] One group preached, and the other received the preaching. In sum, we
see that Pentecost was an event in which Christ sent the Holy Spirit to a specific group (His apostles) at a specific time (when they were gathered as one). As we read further into the book of Acts, we see that the apostles, in
turn, continued to work as a single body, passing the gift of the Holy Spirit literally from one person to another
through the laying on of hands. [3] This community, established at Pentecost and perpetuated in history from one
generation of apostles to another, is the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. It is to an actual group of people,
a flesh-and-bones, traceable, historical community, that Christ grants the Holy Spirit and guides His believers even to
this day.
Do we even need a “Church?” Only if we need the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Michael Manos
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We Congratulate all our St. Nicholas family Graduates.

May our Merciful Lord continue to guide these students throughout their lives as
they grow in their Faith and begin the next stage of their lives!

High School Graduates

Nina Aitas

Graduated from
Troy High School.
She will be
attending
Michigan State
University.

Dimitri
Luhring

Graduated from
Lutheran High
Northwest
He will be
attending
University of
Michigan, College
of Engineering.

Lucas Haddad

Graduated from
Lake Orion High
School. He will be
attending Michigan
Technological
University, planning
to study mechanical
and aerospace
engineering.

Nicholas Lionas
Graduated from
Rochester High
School. He will be
attending Wayne
State University,
majoring in
business.

College Graduates
John A. Carson

Graduated from
University of Michigan

Alex Kardasis

Nikoletta
Michalakis

Graduated from
Bloomfield Hills High
School- Summa Cum
Laude. She will be
attending Michigan State
University to
study Education.

Dekessia "Sia"
Kaltsounis

Graduated from
Rochester Adams
High School. He will
be attending the
University of
Michigan, majoring
in Data Science.

Maria Cloutier

Graduated from
Avondale High School
as a "Top Scholar"
Going to Michigan State
University, majoring
in Accounting.

Graduated from
Shrine Catholic
High School . She
will be attending
Michigan State
University in the
fall, majoring in
biology.

Nicole Souphis

Graduated from Michigan
state University majoring in
Neuroscience and
Psychology.
Attending University of
Dayton to obtain a Master of
Physician Assistant Practice
(MPAP)
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Outfitted for Good is a Ministry of the St. Nicholas Y.A.L in
partnership with Focus Detroit
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SUNDAY SERVICES THE SAME Orthros 8:30 am | Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
COFFEE HOUR CANCELLED. ALL SERVICES LIVE—STREAMED ONLINE. PLEASE GO TO WWW.STNICHOLASTROY.ORG.

Families from St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church who have
preplanned their arrangements and memorialization with
White Chapel are comforted by the knowledge that their final
arrangements and memorialization have been made in advance
and that their final resting place is adjacent to St. Nicholas.
To get more information or to discuss your arrangements and
memorialization options, please contact or visit us at ...
621 West Long Lake Rd. • Troy, MI
248-362-7670 • www.WhiteChapelCemetery.com

Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
Fluent in English
& Greek

Beaumont Affiliated
Physician

www.silverpinedocs.com
43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2
53950 Van Dyke Ave. • 48801 Romeo Plank

(586) 726-4823

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

248-888-7727

cjbpest@gmail.com
www.cjbpest.com

Contact Michael Ficzner to place an ad today!
mficzner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6452
2-D-3-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

• Animals • Rodents • Ants • Bats
• Cockroaches • Drain Flys • Fleas
• General Crawling Insects • Rats
• Moles • Mosquitoes • Spiders

15-0638

www.AJDesmond.com

For your family’s peace of
mind, contact us to begin
your advanced planning

Woodward

248-549-0500

Troy • Crooks Rd

248-362-2500

Troy • Rochester Rd

248-689-0700

Sam’s
Florist

teleflora.

13480 E. 15 Mile Rd.
at Schoenherr Red Run Plaza
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 978-1933

Charles R. Step

54844 - VanDyke Rd.
at 25 Mile Rd.
Shelby Twp., MI 48315

Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

(586) 781-0500

18425 Beech Daly Road

www.samsflorist.net

313-531-1888

Open 7 Days

DIRECTORS

George Kourmadas

SEAWAY
PAINTING

DR. DAVID L.
CHENGELIS

BRIDGE DIVISION

CAROL GAGGOS
REALTOR®

General Laparoscopic Surgery
& Bariatric Surgery

INDUSTRIAL PAINTING ENGINEERS
PROTECTIVE COATING SPECIALISTS
31801 SCHOOLCRAFT - LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
734-522-2440 Steve Vlahakis F&AM
Fax: 734-522-6022 steve@seawaypainting.com
Cell: 734-216-3198

1380 Coolidge Hwy Ste. 200
Troy, MI 48084

248-291-6516
Fax: 248-291-6518

(248) 212-8217
Fluent in Greek

Email: cgaggos2@gmail.com
275 S. Old Woodward Ave. • Birmingham, MI 48009

MICHIGAN PROBATE GROUP
A division of the Law Office of Dean E. Patrick, PLLC

We’re here to help

• Inheritance and Probate Matters • Probate Avoidance
• Beneficiary Disputes • Estate Planning
• Wills and Trusts • Financial Power of Attorney
• Health Care Power of Attorney

Use discount code “StNicholas” and our firm will donate up to 5% of fees back
to St. Nicholas Church in your name. Call (888) 674-5298 or visit us at
www.PatrickLegal.com/StNicholas for details and restrictions.
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It is the day of Resurrection,
let us be radiant, O ye
peoples: Pascha, the Lord’s
Pascha; for Christ God hath
brought us from death to
life, and from earth unto
Heaven as we sing the
triumphal hymn.

Christ is Risen!

