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Beloved Parishioners, 
 
November is a beautiful month. It is the month in which we celebrate 
Thanksgiving as a nation and as families all across our beautiful 
country. I remember well those grade school celebrations when we 
dressed either as Pilgrims or Indians in order to reenact in some small 
way that momentous occasion in our American story when the 
hospitality of the indigenous native Americans was met the following 
year, in 1621, with a meal of thankfulness for lives spared and the 
Plymouth settlement saved. We ate a slice of pumpkin pie, often pie 
that we had made together as a class, and we remembered as best you 
can remember anything at the tender age of eight or nine or ten, the 
harrowing challenges of those early years of American settlers and the 
saving aid of their friends the Indians. 
 
Today we see the past through a much more complex screen of 
historicity, and we wonder how that initial good will of indigenous 
peoples and European settlers evaporated? Many wrongs that can 
never be righted.  But, I believe it is still SO significant that the founding 
holiday of our nation, arguably more significant than Independence 
Day, is that of Thanksgiving. In this American Feast par excellence of 
Thanksgiving, we see in the actions of the Pilgrims the humble 
expression of THANKFULNESS to God and deep thanksgiving offered to 
the native Wampanoag Nation, and from the side of these indigenous 
peoples, an expression of deep philotimo* followed by a willingness to 
accept the humble thanks of these strangers with whom they now 
shared land and water and wild game. *(philotimo meaning that 
determination to do the good to one’s fellow man without any 
expectation of reward, even from God, but only out of a sense of duty) 
 
As an Orthodox Christian American, I can think of no more emblematic 
holiday than Thanksgiving to express the core Christian Orthodox 
values of thankfulness and thanks offering. And it is for this reason, 
more than any that our parish and many Orthodox parishes across our 
country choose November as our Stewardship Month. We can and 
indeed must see our stewardship in the context of thankfulness, both to 
God and to our fellow man. We give to God only a small portion of all 
that HE has given unto US. Let us give it with gratefulness, ESPECIALLY 
THIS YEAR, for all that we have traversed and all that we have been 
delivered from and with joy at the enduring love of our Savior for us. 
With love and thankfulness for all of you, my beloved flock, 
 
 

+Fr. Paul A. Patitsas 
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

The Fall General Assembly is scheduled for Nov 7.  Please plan to attend as there is a request to 
approve over $700,000 in expenditures for roof replacement, front parking lot replacement and kitchen 
upgrades to the Event Center.  Approval by two-thirds of those present is required. The Parish Council 
unanimously recommends these expenditures.  
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CATECHISM 

 

 

 
 

Catechism is well under way for the 2021-2022 year with 166 students enrolled. We are looking 
forward to a very successful year.  

Your child should have received their new stewardship envelope boxes. Please do not use past year’s 
envelopes as they will not receive credit towards their Award Pins.  

We are asking that your child use only the envelopes assigned to them for this year 2021-
2022. We ask that you dispose of any other boxes of envelopes your child may have as if these 
are used it will not be recorded for your child. Please make sure each child uses the box that is 
assigned to them and not their sibling’s boxes. 

 

Stewardship points are based on your child’s attending virtual classes and turning in their envelope 
when in church for Divine Liturgy.  In addition, please put your child’s name an amount on the 
envelopes as this will help in recording. 
 
Our St, Nicholas Catechism program is a self-sustaining program. We do not receive any money from 
the parish for our books and materials for our classes. Our sole income comes from registration, the 
stewardship of the students and one fundraiser each year. Any amount is accepted and appreciated. 
With Catechism Stewardship, we are preparing our students for their role in the support of the 
church once they are adults and parents themselves. 

Community Service project (CSP) 

Again, this year we are participating along with Philoptochos in our CSP- Mitten, Gloves, Hats & 
Scarves Tree as one of our projects. Please stop by the administration office and pick up a mitten, 
with age and gender on the back and return to the church along with the mittens in a gift bag (please 
do not wrap) so we can distribute to the appropriate age and gender. 
 
The other CSP is the Giving Tree, also located in the administration lobby. We ask that you take and 
ornament and provide what is listed on the back. Watch your email for more information. If you are 
participating in either of these projects, please make sure you advise the office so we can credit the 
children for their award pins. Watch your emails for further information. 

Christmas Program  

Plans are underway for the Christmas Program, which will be Sunday, December 19. This year we are 
having a Christmas concert with our children singing many different seasonal and Christmas songs. 
As in the past we need parents to step up and help this year’s program. A few parents stepped up to 
coordinate the program, but we need more to help during the program. MORE INFORMATION WILL 
FOLLOW. 
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Weddings    

                                                                                               
October 9, 2021 

James J. Hendrikson & Maria D. Borka 

Koumbaro & Koumbara is Michael & 

 Eleanor Teodorescu 
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Funerals 

 
George P. Psihas 

+August 25, 2021 

 

Joseph Phillips 

+October 6, 2021 
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Baptisms 

           
 October 17, 2021 

  Elizabeth Lydia Constantine Parke 

   Godparent is Georgia Cherpes See 
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Beloved Parishioners,  

Working in conjunction with our Health Advisory Committee, our Parish has 
reviewed our mask mandate as promised.  We have been apprised of the 
welcome news of decreasing rates of COVID infection across our Country.  

We are, therefore, relaxing our present mask mandate. At this time, mask wearing is no longer 
mandatory for attendance to our Church nor for participation in its ministries and events.  

However, mask wearing continues to be strongly encouraged at our Parish especially for those who 
remain unvaccinated. COVID remains a threat to the health and mortality of many and caution is 
encouraged. Please use discernment when attending or participating in events at our parish. If you are 
ill or have any symptoms of illness please stay home.  

As per our Catechism and Greek Schools we continue to follow the mandate of Troy Public Schools 
which continue to require masks. We require our children continue to be protected by the use of masks 
during their instruction.  

We share this revision of our parish mask mandate and thank you for your vigilance throughout. May 
our Lord grant health to us all. 

 

Respectfully, 

Fr. Paul Patitsas 

CHOIR  
 

Calling All Singers! 
 
Please join us as we sing our  
praises to Him! 
 
The Saint Nicholas Choir is looking  
for new members of all ages and  
experience levels. 
 
All are welcome to join us at  
rehearsals. 
 
 
Rehearsals are held on Friday  
evenings from 7:00 p.m. to  
8:30 p.m. in the community room. 
 
We hope to see you all there! 
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The Young Families Group has enjoyed seeing 
one another again with morning playtimes in 
September and November and  even a trip to 
the cider mill in October.  

 

Our community of families with little ones 
ages 0-5 works to introduce parents and 
children to each other as well as introduce the 
church to our newest members.  

 

We meet the first Saturday of every month, 
join us for one of our upcoming events! 

 

December 4 at 10:00 a.m. Ornament craft at 
church 

January 8 at 10:00 am, Family playdate at 
church 

February 5 at 10:00 a.m.  Make Valentine's 
Day cards for church members at church 

 

TBD - Parents' Night Out!  
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 G.O.Y.A. 

YOUNG FAMILIES  
 
 
 

HELPING HANDS / LOVING HEARTS 
 

Our meals program was launched on March 19, 2021. 
Every 2 weeks we have been delivering an average of 
20 to 25 meals. Meals are delivered on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. Each meal is made from scratch 
by our group of volunteers who meet at the church and 
cook and assemble the meals. The program has been 
very well received. Contact Cindy 248-217-2987 or 
Fr. Paul if you know someone who would enjoy the 
program or participate in preparing or delivering.   

 
 

 
We had our G.O.Y.A. meeting on October 3, followed by a group activity where Goyans made 
sandwiches for charity.  The food was donated to the Royal Oak First Lunch Program of the United 
Methodist Church of Royal Oak that helps to feed people every day for lunch Monday through 
Friday.  We donated to feed 200 people.  On October 17, G.O.Y.A. had their annual trip to Blake’s Cider 
Mill.  Members had cider, donuts, and went on the haunted activities. The trip is always a great time 
and one of G.O.Y.A.’s favorite fall activities. On October 23, G.O.Y.A. had a Trunk-or-Treat from 2-4 
p.m. 
 
Next month, the meeting is scheduled for November 7. The St. John Holiday Hoops Basketball 
tournament is set for November 12-14th, with the dinner/dance on Saturday, November 13. The St. 
Nicholas Feather party is scheduled on November 14. During the party, G.O.Y.A.Ns will be writing 
cards for those in nursing homes.  G.O.Y.A. is looking forward to the upcoming weeks of fun and 
charity.  If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact G.O.Y.A President Kalli Gaggos at: 
248-915-5321 

Thanks for the fun day golfing! 
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ARGONAUTS  
                                

 

The Saint Nicholas Argonauts hope you are Healthy and Safe.  

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, and other reasons, we did not have our October Luncheon. Hopefully we 
will get together in November, and celebrate Thanksgiving. We know, many of you are looking forward 
to it. Please watch the Sunday Bulletins for announcement. You will also be notified by Lela Filias. 
 
We are in the process of updating our Mailing List. Please notify us of any changes.     
 
You are welcome to join the Argonauts, and help us to meet our objectives. Please remember, that our 
seniors often need assistance, and you do not need to be a senior for assistance. 
 
Soon, we will have two new members on the Argonauts Board, and we thank them, for stepping up, and 
help us in meeting our objectives.   
 
Wishing you the best, please let us know, if you need help. 
 
 
Sincerely,     

 The Officers of Saint Nicholas Argonauts. 
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St. Nicholas Philoptochos  

has been busy!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who donated to Lighthouse during the Trunk or Treat on Saturday. In 
addition, THANK YOU for spreading some Sunshine through your contributions to the Sunshine 
Committee that supports Troy People Concerned, The Salvation Army Bed and Breakfast Program of 
Detroit and Forget-Me-Not holiday packages. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the upcoming events!!! 

 
Tuesday, November 2 at: 7:00 p.m. 

Our monthly meeting which will be hosted  
in person and virtually. 
Sunday, November 14  

Philoptochos Sunday to honor past, present, and future Philoptochos members.  Look for the flyer 
in the ECHO and weekly bulletin to nominate. 

Sunday, November 28  
Giving Tree collection begins!!! 

 
Want to get involved?  Email us at: Philoptochos@StNicholasTroy.org to get on the email list for 
upcoming events.  Or join our monthly meetings held on the first Tuesday of each month beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  All are welcome and we look forward to seeing you!!! 
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The 2021-2022 Pan Orthodox basketball season is fast approaching and we are looking for some 
new recruits (boys/girls – ages 7 and up). Basketball experience is not necessary. 
 
Please encourage your eligible children to participate. This is a great opportunity for the kids to 
learn the fundamentals of the game, have fun, and represent our church. More importantly, they will 
spend more time with other Orthodox Christian kids fellowship/filia and forge lifelong relationships. 
             
The practices will start in November and will be held at the Oakland Fieldhouse in Rochester Hills. 
The games will begin in December/January and end in March. 
 
 
Tentative Practice Schedule 
Biddy C (Ages 7-8) & 
Biddy B (Ages 9-10):  
Wednesdays  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Biddy A (Ages 11-12)  
& Girls (Ages 13 & up):  
Wednesdays  8:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
Junior Boys (Ages 13-15) &  
Intermediate Boys (Ages 16-18):  
Mondays  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Senior Men (Ages 18 & up):  
Mondays, 8:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Perry Kardasis at 248-225-3754 
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE! 
Dear St. Nicholas Family, 

 

Even on the day of my ordination to the priesthood here on September 27th, 2015, I knew a 
goodbye was looming somewhere in the distance.  Even as I felt your prayers surrounding me during 
the ceremony itself, and as I met so many of you for the first time in the hall after the service, I knew 
that at some point God would call Presvytera Kerri and I to a new assignment.  In our day and age, it’s 
extremely uncommon for a priest to stay at his first assignment for the duration of his ministry, and I 
didn’t imagine that our case would be an exception.  It turns out that I was right. 

This isn’t a bad thing, as God needs different people in different places at different times, and the 
best thing any of us can do is pray that God takes charge in our lives and directs our paths.  For a clergy 
family, and for every Christian family, security is not controlling where we live and what we do, but 
rather entrusting everything to God and asking only that it is His path which opens before us.  Over 
these past six years, despite the temptation to try to hold tight to everything we love about serving at 
St. Nicholas and living so close to family and friends, Presvytera and I have done our best to keep our 
ears open to God’s voice, and not to resist His direction.  While we’re grateful that God has allowed us to 
stay at St. Nicholas until this point, we’re also confident that He is calling us to a new chapter now.   

This January, Presvytera, the boys and I will be relocating to Thessaloniki, Greece, to serve the 
Church there and to continue our mission service to the Christians of Eastern Thrace.  We were so 
moved by what we saw on our “mini-mission” this summer that we want to continue to support the 
work being done in the region.  For me, this fulfills a draw that I’ve had to mission work from my 
elementary years, when I would go to the library and check-out books on Spanish so that I could go 
serve in South America.  For Presvytera Kerri and I together, it answers a question we’ve had since we 
first became parents: how do we teach our children to live their faith better than we do? How do we 
make Christ real in their lives? We saw so much this summer, and grew in so many unexpected ways, 
that we feel God is opening a door for us.  While He would certainly forgive us if we didn’t walk through 
it, we hate to imagine what we might miss if we turn Him down. 

Of course, this is extremely bittersweet.  Our move means goodbye, or at least “see you later,” to 
so many people who have meant so much to us.  St. Nicholas opened its arms wide to our family the day 
we got here, and we don’t feel they have closed them since.  We have been so honored to be at the 
bedsides, the baptisms, the weddings, and the funerals of your loved ones.  We have been so inspired by 
the faith that we’ve seen in your own hearts, and so instructed by the way we’ve seen you live your 
lives. I, personally, have been so helped by the patient examples of Fr. Stratton, Fr. Bill, and now Fr. 
Paul.  And I, personally, am so sad to think of the baptisms, weddings, and funerals that I’ll miss. 

But that brings me to my last point.  The Church here on earth feels like family precisely because 
we are united in our hope for heaven.  We pray, believe, and insist that someday all things will be made 
right, and that we will share eternity together with God and one another.  We’ve spent six years looking 
up together with you, and I know that when we leave, you’ll still be gazing towards heaven.  We will 
raise our hearts too, and at every Liturgy and in every prayer, we will always feel the presence of this 
parish and the wonderful people who call it home.  I want to see you again, I believe I will see you again, 
but, speaking as a priest, my greatest joy will be to see you in the heavenly Liturgy, a citizen of the 
Kingdom of God. 

Words cannot describe my gratitude.                                                           Sincerely,  Fr. Michael 
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MICHIGAN PROBATE GROUP
A division of the Law Office of Dean E. Patrick, PLLC

We’re here to help
 • Inheritance and Probate Matters • Probate Avoidance

• Beneficiary Disputes • Estate Planning
• Wills and Trusts • Financial Power of Attorney

• Health Care Power of Attorney

Use discount code “StNicholas” and our firm will donate up to 5% of fees back
to St. Nicholas Church in your name.  Call (888) 674-5298 or visit us at

www.PatrickLegal.com/StNicholas for details and restrictions.

 Sam’s Sam’s
 Florist Florist

13480 E. 15 Mile Rd.
at Schoenherr Red Run Plaza

Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 978-1933

54844 - VanDyke Rd.
at 25 Mile Rd.

Shelby Twp., MI 48315

(586) 781-0500

	www.samsflorist.net

	 Open	7	Days

teleflora.

18425 Beech Daly Road
313-531-1888

DIRECTORS
George Kourmadas

Charles R. Step
Funeral Home &

Cremation Services

SEAWAY
PAINTING

BRIDGE DIVISION

31801 SCHOOLCRAFT - LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
 734-522-2440 Steve Vlahakis F&AM
 Fax: 734-522-6022 steve@seawaypainting.com 
 Cell: 734-216-3198

INDUSTRIAL PAINTING ENGINEERS 
PROTECTIVE COATING SPECIALISTS

DR. DAVID L. 
CHENGELIS

General Laparoscopic Surgery
& Bariatric Surgery

1380 Coolidge Hwy Ste. 200
Troy, MI 48084

248-291-6516
Fax: 248-291-6518

 CAROL GAGGOS CAROL GAGGOS
 REALTOR®

 (248) 212-8217 (248) 212-8217
 Fluent in Greek

 Email: cgaggos2@gmail.com
 275 S. Old Woodward Ave. • Birmingham, MI 48009
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RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL
248-888-7727
cjbpest@gmail.com
www.cjbpest.com

• Animals • Rodents • Ants • Bats
• Cockroaches • Drain Flys • Fleas
 • General Crawling Insects • Rats

 • Moles • Mosquitoes • Spiders 
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www.silverpinedocs.com
43455 Schoenherr Ste. 2

53950 Van Dyke Ave. • 48801 Romeo Plank

(586) 726-4823

Dr. Vasilios Gikas, D.O.
Fluent in English

& Greek
Beaumont Affiliated

Physician

Contact Michael Ficzner to place an ad today! 
mficzner@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6452

Troy • Crooks Rd
248-362-2500

Woodward
248-549-0500

Troy • Rochester Rd
248-689-0700

For your family’s peace of 
mind, contact us to begin
your advanced planning

www.AJDesmond.com

Families from St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church who have
preplanned their arrangements and memorialization with

White Chapel are comforted by the knowledge that their final
arrangements and memorialization have been made in advance

and that their final resting place is adjacent to St. Nicholas.
To get more information or to discuss your arrangements and

memorialization options, please contact or visit us at ...
621 West Long Lake Rd. • Troy, MI 

248-362-7670 • www.WhiteChapelCemetery.com


