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Thanksgiving this year feels different for sure.  

While we can’t meet in person for our 

Thanksgiving Hymn Fes�val like we have for the 

last few years, we will send out a brief gree�ng 

on Thanksgiving Eve.  Our Chancel Choir will 

share an anthem, the Confirma�on classes will 

provide the reading from the Psalms, and one of 

our pastors will share a brief devo�onal thought.  

Look for the link in your email on Thanksgiving 

Eve, or just go to our YouTube channel as usual to find this Thanksgiving gree�ng. We will remember and 

give thanks for all the blessings, despite the challenges of 2020!�

Worship dur ing C19 Restr ictions 

 

Saturday 5:00PM in Sanctuary 

Sunday Worship: 

8:45AM in Sanctuary 

11:15AM in Sanctuary 

Online Worship: 9:30AM YouTube 

St. Timothy on Abbott at 10:00 AM 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Thanksgiving baskets��for�many 

years�Trinity has�collected food items 

at Thanksgiving to support the 

Midland County Emergency Food 

Pantry Network�Thanksgiving 

baskets.� This year because of the 

pandemic they will only be taking 

money dona�ons.�We will be providing the funds for the 

turkeys to give to each family.� If you would like to 

contribute,�please make your check out to Trinity and�write 

“for EFPN on�your�giving�envelope�or drop�your 

contribu�on�in the drop box by the church office.���Deadline 

for dona�ons is November 15.����

Open Door�Trinity 

is responsible for 

serving on�November 

11

th

�and 25

th

�.�We 

need 5 workers, 

star�ng at 9:30 am to 2:00 pm to pack carry 

out bags, and to prepare the meal. If you 

can help, please contact Pastor Gerald at 

631�0692.� CDC guidelines are followed.� �

Contact Us         
Sharing Tree is�entering its 29th year�helping� our community fill the 

local holiday wishes of people in need.�Sharing Tree’s hope is�to ensure 

that every person feels the touch of our caring community this holiday 

season and throughout the year.�� Choose a tag from one of the trees, 

purchase the requested gi<.� �Be sure to wrap the gi< so that it can be 

opened during gi<�check in, securely tape the tag to the gi< and return 

it by December 2.���Sharing Tree offers a new online giving portal where 

you can contribute a financial gi< that will help fill individual requests. 

Visit sharingtreemidland.org to contribute directly towards purchasing 

requests.� �
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As we move into our celebra-on of Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas, I have been thinking how different this year 

might be given the reality of these days.�  We all crave our lives to return to some sense of normal but it seems as 

though for the last 10 months our rou-nes and our tradi-ons have been changed and rechanged, upended and 

momentarily suspended.� All of this has le2 us feeling a wave of emo-ons.�

Just recently, I had the opportunity, while traveling to listen to a li3le NPR on my car radio. The days topic was our 

current situa-on given Covid�19.�  The presenter was a sociologist/historian, his name escapes me but what he had to 

say was intriguing.�  He spoke of the importance of keeping our situa-on in perspec-ve of history.�  He spoke of the 

human experience and that part of the human experience has/is dealing with pandemics and -mes when life is not 

always easy. He reminded his listeners that this is not the first or the last of what we might come up against.� Pandemics 

have swept over civiliza-ons for centuries and measures have had to be taken in order to survive. World Wars and 

Depressions have also been a part of the human experience, causing many to struggle.�

We o2en think that what we are experiencing is the worst anyone has ever encountered, which puts blinders on us not 

being able to see beyond our present reality.� We feel as if the sacrifices we are making, the limita-ons that have been 

placed upon us are unfair.� And yet when you think of history and the resilience of human life, there is something to be 

said of ge=ng through, making ends meet, and hope beyond our current situa-on. �

The presenter spoke of the sacrifices that were made throughout history like back in the -me of the depression, when 

things were ra-oned and you did not have the freedom to just go to the store for sugar or flour.� I in fact have inherited 

some ra-on coupons from family members who lived through such -mes.�  The presenter also spoke of the sacrifices 

that were made during World Wars, especially WWII when commodi-es were not available because of the war effort. 

And then he spoke of those who le2 country and livelihood behind in hope of a different future. I need only to� look at a 

wicker trunk, that sits in my living room, with a pair of boots in it, bri3le over -me because of fumigants used when my 

Great�grandmother came, escaping the Bolshevik regime in Poland coming with only that trunk and three teen�age kids, 

to remind me of the ramifica-ons of war, dispersion and immigra-on, sacrifices made given the reality of their present 

moment.���

These are a part of the human experience, that lasted way beyond some 10 months or over the course of a year. It 

wasn’t only about having to wear masks and social distance for a short -me, such were sacrifices made that shaped 

people’s lives for decades to follow.�  The human experience brings life’s struggles, we learn, we adapt, we grow as a 

people and as individuals.� And it is in the struggle that people hold out hope, they don’t lose sight of the blessings and 

the small moments in which humanity redeems itself.�  When life does not only revolve around self but takes into 

considera-on how we are connected with one another as human beings and to our creator.� Such connectedness is the 

hope that as the people of God we come to realize as the body of Christ in our world.� God is the one who gives us the 

strength to carry on in spite of the hardships of life, and we don’t have to do it alone, God gives us one another, to 

shoulder each other’s burdens.� It was into such a world that Christ himself entered.�� �

Scripture is the best reminder of this human experience, take 40 years in the wilderness, what that was like as nomads, 

and yet we are reminded how God provided manna, enough for each day, despite humani-es rumblings and 

complaining.� We are reminded of -mes of great wars where people were dispersed from their homelands and yet God 

was not absent, hearing their cries,�  God reassured humanity of restora-on and renewal, filling them with hope for a 

new day, in which God’s love would be wri3en upon each heart.� Into a turbulent moment in -me fraught with disease, 

tyrannical governments, and fear, God chose to enter the human experience in human form, In the frailness of a baby.��

The other day I was watching a movie on Mar-n Luther, with our confirma-on students which started out with a scene 

of the plague that swept through most of Europe in the late 1400’s about the -me of Luther, where whole towns were 

wiped out.� And out of such human experience, Luther penned those words we s-ll sing today, “A mighty fortress is our 

God”…with that notable verse,�  “No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected.�  But now a 

champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected.� Ask who this may be: Lord of hosts is he! Christ Jesus our Lord, 

God’s only Son, adored, He holds the field victorious.” �

As we contemplate our celebra-on of Thanksgiving, we know that it will be different than last year.�  Our current 

situa-on will curtail some of our tradi-ons, our gatherings, our menu’s�  and yet I can’t help to think that the whole 

celebra-on of Thanksgiving was born out of a sense of thanksgiving and blessing despite the incredible hardships that 

those first se3lers were up against.�  Such was the human experience, which lives on in us today.�  So maybe this 

Thanksgiving more than ever should be a -me that we reflect more on what we have, than what we don’t have.� That 

Pastor Gerald 



we fill our thoughts and heart with finding the blessings in light of life’s hardships and by doing so our lives will be filled 

with Thanksgiving.��

I have to be honest with you, there is not a day, that I don’t ask God to give me the strength to get through the 

day.� �  The reports and news just seem to get worse, which causes me to wonder about tomorrow, and yet God is 

faithful, God is trustworthy and God in fact gives me the strength for the new day tomorrow.� We don’t know how this 

all is going to play out, and yet I have learned to face each day with the confidence that God gives me of his presence, 

“even in the darkest of valley’s thou are with me”, which gives me great comfort, peace, and hope.� �

And so -mes might be different for a while, not what we expect.�  We will have to make some sacrifices, but that is 

nothing new to the human experience,  let us not forget the most important part of the human experience……….”There 

is nothing that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”……..�

Living in hope, coun-ng my blessings, and giving thanks,�

Pastor Gerald�

More to come... 

Cancer Services of 

Midland...Dear Trinity , 

Thank you for your kind 

gi� in the amount of $27.00 to Cancer 

Services from Fi�h Sunday Dona ons.  Your 

gi� helps our mission to provide 

individualized support  to cancer pa ents 

and caregivers in our community.�

Life Clinic...Dear Trinity, Thank you so very 

much for your outpouring of love to our 

clients by your Beau�ful dona on of, 16 

sleepers, 2 Diaper bags, a monitor, and a 

large bag of new handmade blankets.  Your 

generosity will bless many! We thank God 

for you and your partnership for His 

Renown.�

Midland Area Interfaith Friends Islamic 

Center of Midland... Dear friends,   Thank 

you so much for your generous check to 

help the people impacted by the flood.  It 

means so much to have the support of your 

faith community. �

Again Thank You,�

Debbie Ballard�

Thank you... 

Come To Our 
Showroom for 

Product Knowledge,
Sales of Cabinets, 

Countertops,Vanities & More
For All of Your

Remodeling Needs

3700 Centennial Dr.
Midland – 989-496-9326

www.tricityremodeling.com

Kitchens – Baths
Basement Remodels
Windows – Roofing

Decks & Patios
Siding 

Eaves Troughs
3 & 4 Seasons Rooms

Your Life. Your Wealth. Your Future. Together
www.tempo-investments.com

{Est. 1986}

David J. Romenesko
President, Founder
Office: 989-932-3148
Mobile: 989-430-2795
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4124 Waldo Ave., Midland, MI
candlestoneassistedliving.com

989.832.3700
Our purpose is to honor God by Providing high quality senior

 lifestyle services that promote the value and dignity of every person.

Todd M. Gambrell
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Practicing in Wills, Trusts, Tax and Estate Planning

www.gambrelllaw.com
240 West Main st. 989.631.7626

COMMERCIAL ROOFING
3400 Centennial Drive • Midland, MI

Phone: (989) 496-2076
Fax: (989) 496-3960

ACE HARDWARE
419 E. Main Street, Downtown

832-8829
OPEN SUNDAYS
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

4210 N. Saginaw Rd • Midland, MI 48640 

989-839-9966 
www.wilson-miller.com

Accepting New Patients by Appointment
Complete Obstetrical

Gynecological & Midwifery care
Scott A. Thiele, M.D.

Charles E. Werner, M.D.
Lynda Varner, C.N.M.
Denise Meeks, C.N.M.
Tracy Brubaker, PA-C

Alexis Gee, CNM

MidMichigan
Obstetrics & Gynecology, P.C.

3016 W. Wackerly • Midland
631-6730

ServinSki Sod Service, inc.
Landscape Contractor

Serving Area for 40 Years
989-835-4810

Marcy Carlson, D.V.M. Dawn Eby, D.V.MChristina Steward, D.V.M.

5411 NORTH SAGINAW ROAD, MIDLAND, MI 48642989.631.9740

www.northernanimalclinic.com

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today! 
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268 



Non�Profit Org.�

U.S. POSTAGE�

PAID�

Midland, MI�

Permit No. 173�

Address Label �

Here�

Return Service Requested�

Trinity Lutheran Church�

3701 Jefferson Ave�

Midland, MI  48640�

As Advent approaches, we 

have fond memories of our 

midweek Holden Evening 

Prayer services. Even though 

we can’t meet in person, we 

are s�ll going to meet via 

Zoom, beginning November 

29,  for this beloved service.  

We will present it from the 

sanctuary, and you will all be 

able to join us online. The 

�me has been changed to 

Sunday evenings at 7 pm, and 

you will be able to sing with 

us from home.  We will 

explore the tradi�onal themes of Advent (Hope, Peace, Joy and Love).  We will open the Zoom call 

a<erwards for a fellowship �me, so plan to have your cookies and hot chocolate ready and join us for a visit! �

“Make A Difference ��

 100 Day Journey”�

 Each day for the next 100 days as 

we count down to 2021 there will 

be a post giving you and your 

family ways to make a difference in 

the world along with a Bible verse 

(or verses) to go with the theme 

for the day You can join the 

journey on our Facebook page 

(Trinity and St. Timothy Lutheran 

Church).  �

Continuing 100 days until 2021 

Plans for Advent 


