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Mass Times 
Saint Joseph 
 Saturday, 5:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, 8:00a.m. & 11:00a.m. 
 

Holy Family 
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Reconciliation 
Saint Joseph 
  Saturday, 4:00-4:45p.m. 
   

Holy Family  
 Thurs, 10:00-10:30a.m. 
   (after Mass) 
 

  and by appointment ……... 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Monday,  August 22 
  No Mass   
Tuesday, August 23 
  9:30a.m Mass  Art & Sharon Galea  St Joseph 
Wednesday, August 24 
  9:30a.m. Mass  Father Emmanuel   St Joseph 
Thursday, August 25 
  9:30a.m. Mass                              Holy Family 
  10:00-10:30a.m. Private Confession         HF 
 Friday, August  26 
  9:30a.m. Mass  Bernadette Sunderman       SJ 
Saturday, August 27 
  4:00-4:45p.m. Private Confession  St Joseph 
  5:00p.m.  Mass   Donald Ketcham   St Joseph 
Sunday,  August 28 
  8:00a.m.  Mass  Raymond Allain     St Joseph 
  9:30a.m.  Mass For the people of Holy Family   
                  & St Joseph Parishes   Holy Family 
 11:00a.m. Mass  Dorothy Noble        St Joseph 
 
**The parish office will only be open 12pm-

2pm on Tuesday August 23rd due to an office 
retreat** 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS   
4th Sunday August 27th & 28th 
Altar Servers 
 5:00PM Casey Klofft 
 8:00AM Emily and/or Olivia Leibler 
 9:30AM VOLUNTEERS 
   11:00AM Chase Brewer 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 5:00PM 3 Needed  
 8:00AM 3 Needed  
 9:30AM John Peralta, Hazel Peralta, 

Janette McCleary, Josie Burnham 
   11:00AM 3 Needed  
Proclaimers of the Word 
 5:00PM Joan Denemy, As requested 
 8:00AM Calli-Lawe-Barr, Sue Bergevin, 

Joan Denemy 
 9:30AM Irv Booms, Sally Vanderbush 
   11:00AM Brian Sikorski, Angie Sikorski,  

Lamont Swain 
Hospitality Ministers 
 5:00PM VOLUNTEERS 
     8:00AM Brian Leibler, Rick Leibler, Dick 

Ehinger, Mike Balser 
 9:30AM VOLUNTEERS 
   11:00AM William Kuzenko 

ST. JOSEPH 
WEEKEND COLLECTION 

8/14/22 
 
Offertory: $10,553.00 (includes monthly tithe) 
Total Seminarian Fund: $1,842.00 
 
2022 CSA Target:  $81,093.00 
   85 Pledges for a total of: $39,695.00 
   

 
HOLY FAMILY 

WEEKEND COLLECTION 
8/14/22 

 
Offertory: $1,795.00 
Total Seminarian Fund: $628.00 
 
2022 CSA  Target: $20,570.00    
  57 Pledges for a total of: $16,196.00 
 

 
To those who continue to support the 

parish financially and with your prayers! 
 

***If you cannot attend mass during the 
week or weekend you can mail-in your tithe, 
sign-up for electronic transfer (call the 
parish office for information) or you can put 
your envelope in the mail box at the parish 
center. 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL  
Thank you to all who have made their gift to 
the 2022 Catholic Services Appeal. St. 
Joseph is 49% towards their goal of 
$81,093. Holy Family is 79% towards their 
goal of $20,570.  If you have not yet made a 
gift or pledge, it is not too late to help us 
meet and even exceed our target. Please 
participate in the support of our diocesan 
church by giving today.    

                                 Star of the North Catholic Community 
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Coming soon—A Library! In the old “cry room” 
by the main entrance of the church, we hope to 
have a library set up by September. You may 
take a book, read it and return it or pass it on to 
a friend. There is no “signing” the books out. 
Roberta Beck is leading this committee.  
  
Southeast  CCW Regional Meeting will be 
held Wednesday August 24th at St. Pius X 
Church in Hale beginning with Mass at 9am 
with Fr. Cureton. Registration with coffee and 
breakfast treats will follow. David Seitz, OFS will 
be our speaker “Keeping the Peace of Christ 

When the World is in Chaos” lunch 
is next and then we will have our 
meeting. Call Sharon.  
  
M ich i gan  Catho l i c  Women ’s 

conference: “For such time as this” will be 
held at the Lansing Center October 15th, 9am-
5pm. There are 5 speakers: Theresa Tomeo, 
Sheri Wohlfelt, Fr. Patrick Gonyeau, Erin Looby 
Carlson, and Melanie Rea. I had heard at least 
two of these speakers and they are wonderful 
and very inspiring. Details are on the website or 
call Sharon.  
 
National Conference of CCW to be held in 
Minneapolis– St. Paul November 3rd-5th at the 
Minneapolis Marriott. Basic registration is $400. 
Meal and activities (some include the speaker) is 
around $300, rooms begin at $146 plus taxes 
for single and goes up depending on how many 
are in the room. Again more information is 
online or contact Sharon.  
 
Meditation for the week: “Rejoice not over me, 
O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit 
in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me.” 
Micah 7:8 
Questions, ideas, suggestions, please call 
Sharon Fritz at 989-343-0772.  
We are responsible for cleaning the church in 
August. If you can help, please call Lorie 
Levasseur (989)343-4668. 
 

CEMETERY NEWS  
Due to a water leak, the cemetery water is 
currently shut off. We are working on repairing 
it and will keep you updated on the status. 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

ST. JOSEPH CCW NEWS  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #2022 NEWS 
Stay tuned for the next ticket winners! 
Thank you to all for your support from the 
Knights of Columbus Council #2022 
 

K OF C CALENDAR RAFFLE  
The Knights of Columbus 2023 cal-
endar raffle is in full swing. They 
again are $25 dollars. We are only 
selling 1000 calendars. Special priz-
es for Sunday's & holiday's! Numbers 
are drawn for every day of the year! 365 chanc-
es to win! Get yours today, before they are 
gone!  
 
Calendars can be purchased also at these loca-
tions...  
· Fernelius Chevy in Rose City 
· West Branch Automotive 
· Diebold Insurance Agency West Branch 
· Medler Electric in West Branch 
For more info, contact: 
Dick Ehinger 989 942-0070 or  
Rick Leibler, 989 312-2295  
THANK YOU in advance for your support! 
 

THANK YOU! 
A special thank you from Life Choices Resource 
Center. We were able to raise $544.98 in baby 
bottles drive for the organization.  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Holy Family CCW Bake Sale  
September 4th, 9:30am mass  
 

ATTENTION 
The Parish is in need of a Coordinator to organ-
ize and schedule the volunteer cleaners of the 
church. If you are interested, please call the 
parish center (989)345-0064.  
 

PRAYER REQUEST 
Sylvia Selesky, Karen Benjamin, Ger-
aldine Chrivia, Mary Ellen Houston, 
Cecil Zettel, Joe Hintz, Donna Fritz-
Stanley, Rosie & Brian Evans,  Geri 

Tabaka, Rita Rhead, Hazel Peralta & Tina Peral-
ta Wilkes, Steve Kenworthy,  Virginia Bailey, & 
Cathy Adamski.  
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ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL 
Congratulations August Golden Ticket 
Winners! 
1st Draw for $2500 - #18 Abby Coleman 
2nd Draw for $1250 - #88 Delinn Keetch 
3rd Draw for $1250 - #25 Jake 
Langendorfer 
 
We’re currently selling Golden 
Tickets for the yearlong drawing that 
begins in October. Tickets are $1200 and 
family and friends can go in on a ticket. 
Each month we have three drawings 1 for 
$2500 and 2 for $1250. Each month your 
ball goes back in for a chance to win each 
month. 

All the proceeds benefit St. 
Joseph School. Contact Casey 
Swartz if you want to purchase 
a ticket or learn more at 989-

233-2393. Tickets can also be purchased 
at the school office. 
 
Things have been changing throughout the 
past couple of weeks. Mrs. Ackerman has 
changed positions and will no longer be a 
teacher at St. Joe’s. We wish her well in 
her new career! The 5/6th grade 
homeroom, ELA, SS position is back open 
as a full time. 
 
Welcome new staff members! Pam Walker 
and Brianna Ridley as preschool aides, Lori 
Brindley as 1st/2nd grade teacher, Peggy 
Zettle as 3rd/4th grade teacher. 
 
Reminder: The school office will be closed 
on Monday & Tuesday, August 22nd & 
23rd for staff meeting and spiritual retreat. 
 
IN SEARCH OF 
The St. Joseph CCW are 
looking for 2 book cases to be 
used for the library in the 
church. If anyone has one they 
would like to donate please call 
Roberta Beck (989)345-6822. 
Thank you! 

 
The serious disciple knows the necessity and 
value of discipline. Thinking of discipline as 
something punitive in nature, we underscore 
its place in our spiritual lives. Discipline is re-
ally about a radical trust in God and his guid-
ance. “When you are conducted by a guide who 
takes you through an unknown country at 
night across fields where there are no tracks, 
by his own skill, asking no advice from anyone, 
giving no inkling of his plans, what choice do 
you have but to give yourself completely to his 
guidance? If you are convinced that he is a 
good guide, you must have faith in him and 
abandon yourself to his care (Jean-Pierre de 
Caussade).” 
 
If someone wants to be physically fit, they 
readily find a competent trainer who sets them 
on a rigorous schedule. Determined to reach 
their goals, they sacrifice personal pleasure 
and trust in his guidance. Why should it be 
any different with God? In order to remain true 
to the way Jesus places before us, we have to 
listen, learn, and be willing to change. Falling 
in love with God and maintaining that relation-
ship requires an investment of time, energy, 
and hard work. Putting personal preferences 
aside in pursuit of the Gospel and giving prop-
er attention to our spiritual lives is challenging 
work. At first, “all discipline seems a cause not 
for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who are 
trained by it (Hebrews).” 
 
“What God does is essentially good. It does not 
need to be reformed or controlled…If you would 
live according to the Gospels, give yourself 
completely and simply to the action of God 
(Jean-Pierre de Caussade).” Submission to the 
holy will of God is not a submission to a set of 
pre-ordained set of circumstances. Rather, it is 
an abandonment and trust in God’s creative, 
life-giving, and salvific power. God brings light 
out of darkness and life out of death. Nurtur-
ing this bond of trust and seeking God in all 
things creates an intimate and particular rela-
tionship and bond between our Creator and 
us. When He comes, there will be no issue with 
us recognizing Him 
or Him recognizing 
us. We will have met 
before. 
 

Gospel Meditation August 21, 2022 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
The intentions requested in the 
parish petition book, our sick, and 
our deceased Nancy Ehinger and her 
family.  

 

HELP WANTED 
St. Joseph Parish is hiring a part-time 
Maintenance Director to be responsible for the 
mechanical and maintenance issues for St. 
Joseph Church, Parish Center, and School. 
Duties will include routine inspection of boilers, 
emergency lights, fire alarms, building roofs, 
playground and equipment. The individual will 
also be responsible for changing furnace filters, 
painting, moving school furniture for cleaning, 
spraying for pest control, and other duties as 
needed. Applicants should work well 
independently, be flexible, hardworking, and 
conscientious. A knowledge and practice of the 
Catholic Faith is preferred. If you are interested 
in applying, please complete the application at 
the Diocese of Gaylord ’s  website 
(dioceseofgaylord.org). Applications will be 
accepted until the position is filled. 
 

Monday, August 22 The Queenship 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96:1-5; Mt 23:13-22 
Paul proclaims the Lord’s praises (Ps), giving 
thanks for his grace in Thessalonika (1). Beware 
of hypocrisy (2).  
Tuesday, August 23 S Rose  
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13; Mt 23:23-26 
Through the Lord’s coming (Ps) is certain, it will 
be delayed (1). Jesus criticizes those scribes and 
Pharisees who place observance of tradition over 
the demands of love (2).  
Wednesday, August 24 S Bartholomew 
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
Bartholomew acclaims Jesus as Messiah and 
King (Ps, 2), the Lamb of the heavenly Jerusa-
lem (1).  
Thursday, August 25 S Louis; S Joseph Ca-
lasanz 
1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51 
Paul praises the Lord (Ps) for graces bestowed 
upon the Corinthians. Let us remain blameless 
(1) till the day of the Lord (2).  
Friday, August 26 
1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5,10-11; Mt 25:1-13 
The Lord’s plan (Ps) entails the cross, a stum-
bling block and an absurdity for many (1). Be 
alert for the Lord’s coming (2).  
Saturday, August 27 S Monica  
1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21; Mt 25:14-30 
The Lord has chosen (Ps) the weak to shame the 
strong (1). We are called to exercise stewardship 
over our gifts (2).  
Sunday, August 28 TWENTY_SECOND SUN-
DAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-7, 10-11; Heb 
12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:1, 7-14 
Humility and self– knowledge go hand in hand. 
Those who conduct their affairs with humility 
(1) shall be exalted, while those who exalt them-
selves shall be humbled (3). The humble shall 
rejoice and exalt before God (Ps) in the assembly 
of the heavenly Jerusalem (2).  

               Scripture Readings 

 
20th Priestly Anniversary Celebration 
for Father Emmanuel Tizhe Finbarr 

 
Sunday, August 28th at 4:00pm 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
601 Columbus Drive  
West Branch 
 
**Please RSVP by Monday August 22nd 

to pc.stjoseph@gmail.com or call (989)
345-0064 x301 with your name and 

number attending** 
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**STAR OF THE NORTH CLUSTER 
OFFICE HOURS  
Office hours are as usual, however 
appointments are preferred.  Please call the 
office during these hours and we will be here to 
answer or leave a message and we will call you 
back as soon as possible.  Thank you.   
Monday  - 10:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
Tuesday - Thursday - 10:00a.m. - 2:00p.m. 
Friday -  10:00a.m. - 12:00p.m. 
 

BAPTISM 
To have your child baptized please contact the 
parish office 989-345-0064 extension 301 to 
make arrangements for baptismal preparation.   
 
MARRIAGE PREP & R.C.I.A. 
Anyone planning on getting married or would 
like to become a Catholic, please  contact Joan 
Denemy at 989-345-0064 extension 304. For 
weddings please contact at least 6 months prior 
to wedding date. 
 

MACKINAW BRIDGE WALK  
Join Bishop Walsh as he walks across the 
Mackinac Bridge to support Catholic Human 
Services. 
 
This family friend event will allow you to walk 
the Mackinac Bridge alongside Bishop Walsh 
and the staff of Catholic Human Services on 
September  5 th ,  2022 .  V i s i t  the 
DioceseofGaylord.org webpage to find out how to 
create a walker page and for more details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOCATION VIEW 
Often Jesus followers are leaders. The best way 
to lead others through the narrow gate is to 
learn how to be a good and loving leader. 

                                                                   Directory               

Star of the North Catholic Community 

Fr. Emmanuel T. Finbarr, Administrator 
 
Cluster Office–Holy Family & St. Joseph Churches 
Telephone: 989-345-0064   Fax: 989-345-8757 
Mailing Address:   
961 W. Houghton Ave., West Branch, MI 48661 
 
Cluster Staff 
Secretary – Amber Bonnell 
Business Manager – Maria Balser 
Catechetical Leader & Christian Initiation– 
      Joan Denemy  
Cemetery Sexton – Dan Holcomb 
Director of Music – Sara Eden 
Lay Leader in the Absence of a Priest -Joan Denemy 
 
Holy Family Church & Parish Hall 
Physical Address:  402 W. Peters Rd., West Branch 
Finance Council Chair–Jannette McCleary 989-473- 
       2482 
CCW President – Josie Burnham 989-390-7360 
Funeral Luncheons – Josie Burnham 989-390-7360 
K of C Grand Knight – Jeff Sans 989-685-8390 
Eucharistic Visits – Jannette McCleary 989-473-2482 
Parish Hall Rental – 989-345-0064 
 
St. Joseph Church 
Physical Address:  911 W. Houghton Ave.,  
                                    West Branch 
Finance Council Chair-Dwight McIntyre 
CCW President – Sharon Fritz 989-343-0772 
Funeral Luncheons – Brenda Brindley 989-345-1641 
K of C Grand Knight – Rick Leibler 989-345-7069 
Homebound Ministry – Joan Demeny 989-701-5590 
Prayer Line:  Helen Bragg 989-345-3579 
                        Karen McIntyre 989-345-5519 
Prayer Shawl Ministry-Virginia Linsenman 989-345- 
       1355 
St. Joseph School 
Telephone: 989-345-0220 
935 W. Houghton Ave., West Branch, MI 48661 
Principal – Penny Clemens 
Secretary – Rachel Brewer 
School Board President – Andy Zettel 989-312-0615 
 



 2-D-4-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0648

THIS SPACE IS

StephenSon & Company, p.C.

Kim Zygiel •  Cindy Scott, CPA 
Jeri Orlando • Brenden Stephenson, CPA
317 W. Houghton Ave., P.O. Box 159, West Branch, MI

989-345-0850 • 989-345-4251 Fax
www.scopc.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS

 Mid-Michigan
 ASPHALT PAVING

Commercial, Residential & Agricultural Paving
Driveways • Parking Lots • Patchwork • Sawcutting, Etc.

Excavation • Trucking • Limestone, Gravel, Topsoil

FREE ESTIMATES
BOB WINTER • (989) 345-2437

Income Tax Returns
Farm • Individual • Business

Debbi’s
Tax Service

Enrolled to Represent You Before the IRS
debbi1612@hotmail.com

Debbi Thomas E.A.
989-685-2441 • Fax: 989-685-2635

P.O. Box 392 • 209 E. Main St. • Rose City, MI 48654

MILLER CONSTRUCTION
& EQUIPMENT, INC.

CommerCial • agriCultural
residential

(989) 345-2499
Licensed & Insured

276 W. M-55, West Branch, MI 48661
www.millerconstequip.com

Walker
Agency, Inc.

“Your Insurance Store”
2200 S. M-76, West Branch

989-345-1570
800-700-9434

MARK MIER, PARISHIONER

Ann’s HairAnn’s Hair
AffairAffair

483 E. Houghton Ave., West Branch, MI 48661
Full Service Salon & Spa

Hair • Nails • Pedicures • Massage
989-345-7940

Contact Judee Nelson 
to place an ad today! 
jnelson@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6319

Morse Clark Morse Clark Furniture Co.Furniture Co.

219 W Houghton Ave • West Branch

(989) 345 0355
Open 6 Days, Closed Sunday

FlooringFurniture

We
Sell



Village QuiK Lube & 
Auto Service Center

3149 W. Houghton
West Branch

Bill Ballard Jr.
989-345-4410

 Best Frame Handicap
 Doubles Tournament
 Over $30,000 in Prizes • January thru May

Men, Women and Mixed Teams!
Call for information

(1-75 Bus. Loop) 2357 S, M-76
WESTBRANCH, MI

Fall Leagues 
now forming989-345-2200

VOTED BEST PIZZA
SINCE 2000

DINE IN - TAKE OUT - DELIVERY

989-345-3008
We Donate 5% to
St. Joseph Parish

We’ll get you more smiles per mile

Chevrolet      Chrysler      Dodge      JEEP      RAM

989-345-1022
www.teamhodges.com

Help Us
To Help Others

Seeking VolunteerS to Join in
SerVice to our community

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store
3444 West M-76, West Branch, MI

(989) 345-0779

Bay City / Standish
989-684-9161 / 989-846-9551

Knights
of Columbus
Ogemaw Council #2022

(989) 345-7110
Proud Supporter of St. Joseph Church & School
Bingo every Wednesday - Doors open at 6pm

5266 Old 76 (M-55)
West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-6300

5745 Old 76 (M-55)
West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-1500
The Courtemanche’s

Parish Members

WEST BRANCH AUTOMOTIVE
ROSE CITY AUTOMOTIVE

Greg Phillips
Owner/President

623 W. Houghton
West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-0996 • Fax 989-345-4001

121 E. Main
Rose City, MI, 48654 • 989-685-2417

HACHT HEATING
& A/C INC.

MICHAEL HARMON, President
2306 Boughner Lk. Rd.

Prescott, MI 48756
989-345-7605

 hachtheating@yahoo.com
 www.hachtheatingandcooling.com

AN INDEPENDENT

DEALER

 2-D-4-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 15-0648

This Space 
is Available

CARPENTRY & MORE llc

(313) 805-1363 • Full Insured
Complete Remodels • Hardwood Floors

Finished Basements • Decks • Lumber Milling/Live Edge
Custom Furniture • Tree Removal • Kitchens

West Branch
chiropractic center
Drew J. Marentette, D.C.

110 E. Houghton Ave.
West Branch, MI 48661

(989) 345-3310


