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   I was shocked and saddened by the recent murders of Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd and 
the blatant racism of Amy Cooper. 
   The lack of compassionate and appropriate leadership by the President and his               
administration with the invocation of shooting and the loosing of dogs on protesters only     
exacerbated my anger and distress.   
   Over the past few days I have been reaching out personally to express my solidarity and 
offer my support to my African American friends and neighbors with some of whom I regularly 
collaborate and with some of whom I have travelled to Israel.  
   “Because you were slaves in Egypt…” 
   We are morally obligated to assist those who are oppressed because we (the Jewish       
people) have known the horror of slavery.  Our history, even within the last 50 years when we 
suffered from restrictive covenants and quotas on our admission to community pools,          
institutions of higher learning and professional societies should cause us to be empathetic to 
those who have experienced slavery, bigotry, stereotyping, bullying and prejudice. 
   Many of us remember the civil rights movement when, as a result of our shared experience, 
Jews made common cause with our African American friends and neighbors.  We marched 
hand in hand on the front lines.  Some were beaten and some died for the racial justice.  We 
remember the race riots of the 60s and those that followed the beat down of Rodney King. 
   Today there is a resurgence of anti-Semitism around the world.  Some would blame the 
Jews for the pandemic and some deny the Holocaust.  Vandalism against Jewish institutions, 
disruption of Jewish virtual meetings and physical attacks have all repeatedly made the news 
in the last three years.  Anti-immigrant rhetoric permeates the airwaves and social media. 
   We seem to have made little progress since the sixties in the fight against racism.  Sadly, 
our collaborative relationship with the African American community seems to have been       
forgotten, to have lapsed or, in some cases, descended into outright hostility. 
   The murders of George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery and the blatant racism of Amy Cooper in 
Central Park are only the latest and most public repudiation of the hard fought progress that 
we thought was heralded by the election of Barack Obama. 
   While we may be outraged and disappointed we must not allow ourselves to become      
discouraged.  We must vigorously and publicly recommit ourselves to justice.  We must     
carefully and diligently scrutinize and correct our 
own attitudes and behavior. We must renew and 
reinvigorate our relationship with the African    
American Community and our commitment to    
justice for all people of color and victims of         
discrimination.  Those institutions and individuals, 
including our elected officials, that either overtly 
promulgate or tacitly tolerate racism and bigotry 
must be confronted and held accountable. 

   We have an obligation “because we were slaves 

in Egypt”. 
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THE JEWISH REPORTER 

WE ARE 

THE ONE SOURCE FOR THE NEWS ABOUT YOUR LOCAL JEWISH COMMUNITY 

WE OFFER 

YOU MORE INFORMATION ON THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL JEWISH      

COMMUNITIES 

WE DELIVER 

MORE NEWS ABOUT ISRAEL THAN ANY OTHER LOCAL NEWSPAPER 

HELP US KEEP THE NEWS FLOWING BY BECOMING A REPORTER SUPPORTER 

IT’S AS EASY AS RETURNING THE FORM BELOW WITH YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION 

 

Make Checks Payable to the Flint Jewish Federation 

  Benefactor - $150          Sponsor - $100   Superstar - $54   

Really Good Friend - $36   Supporter - $18  

(Circle One)  

 Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 City ______________________________ State _______________  Zip _____________ 

 Phone/Email __________________________________________________________ 

 

        Return form to:  Flint Jewish Federation, Attn:  Reporter Supporter, 5080 W. Bristol Rd., Ste. 3, Flint, MI  48507   

OUR PEOPLE 

Mazel Tov to Rachel and Matt Smith and brother, Oliver,  on 
the birth of their new son/brother, Leonard Edison Smith, born 

on May 5, weighing 7 lbs., 1 oz. 

Please email any information to be published in 
the next Jewish Reporter to Ashley Musser at   

ashleymusser@flintfed.org or call the FJF office 
at 810-767-5922. 

 
Next Reporter deadline is June 19th  

PJ LIBRARY EVENT  
WITH LISA ROSE 

WILL BE RESCHEDULED FOR  
FALL 2020!! 

 
WATCH THE BLAST AND FUTURE      

REPORTERS FOR UPDATES! 
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   The biggest worry as we start emerging from isolation in 
the Covid-19 pandemic: How do we return to schools and 
businesses without triggering a fresh outbreak? 
   In many ways, this is a numbers game. In Israel, we’re 
seeing some strong reentry strategies coming from        
mathematicians. Their recommendations aren’t only for   
their home country. 
   On May 11, the New York Times featured an opinion 
piece, “10-4: How to Reopen the Economy by Exploiting   
the Coronavirus’s Weak Spot,” by Weizmann Institute         
of Science computational and systems biology                 
professors Uri Alon and Ron Milo and Tel Aviv University 
economist Prof. Eran Yashiv. 
   Their proposed “10-4” cyclical routine is built around      
the three-day window between the time a person becomes 
infected with the novel coronavirus and the time that       
person can infect others. 
   People would go to work or school for four days a week 
every two weeks, followed by 10 days of home lockdown. 
Ideally, the population would be split into two groups       
alternating weeks, with children and parents going to       
work and school on the same four days. 
   “Models we created at the Weizmann Institute in Israel 
predict that this two-week … 10-4 cycle could suppress    
the epidemic while allowing sustainable economic activity,” 
they explain. 
 
Intermittent lockdown 
   In late March, Weizmann’s Alon first proposed the         
intermittent lockdown idea. 
   “Think of dieting. You can fast for two months and lose 
weight, but you will probably die. Even if you survive, you 
will quickly gain weight again. Similarly, a two-month       
lockdown will suppress the coronavirus, but it will kill the 
economy. Lockdown will push hundreds of millions of      
people globally into unemployment and poverty,” Alon said. 
   “At the end of each lockdown, remaining patients will 
cause a resurge in the epidemic, forcing another lockdown. 
This is the well-known yo-yo effect, with the number of    
coronavirus patients going up and down. At the same time, 
the global economy will be hit hard and hundreds of millions 
will go hungry. When the dust settles, more people will have 
died of hunger than of the coronavirus.” 
   An epidemiological model developed by Alon with        
graduate students Omer Karin and Yael Korem-Kohanim 
and senior engineer Boaz Dudovich suggested five days of 

lockdown and two days of work every week –or even better, 
a four-day work/10-day lockdown cycle. 
   “In this way, the number of people infected by each      
infectious person drops below one – the magic number that 
causes the epidemic to decline,” he said. 
   Alon suggested that the intermittent lockdown continue 
until the epidemic is contained through sufficient testing, 
effective treatment or a vaccine. 
   “Our main message is to open up the discussion on    
lockdown and point out that a well-designed smart lockdown 
strategy can suppress the epidemic and sustain the       
economy.” 
 
Invisible spreaders 
   Alternating lockdowns also are championed by Bar-Ilan 
University Prof. Baruch Barzel, principal investigator of     
the university’s Data Science Institute and Gonda            
Multidisciplinary Brain Research Center. 
   The Barzel lab’s mathematical model calls for the general 
population to be split into two groups. Each group would 
alternate between lockdown and routine activity in weekly 
succession. 
   He says the combination of isolating virus spreaders and 
keeping up protective behaviors can help defeat the virus 
while sustaining socio-economic activity at a 50% level. 
   The main advantage of this strategy is that it isolates not 
just the sick, but also the majority of presymptomatic or 
asymptomatic “invisible spreaders.” 
   Barzel explained: “Consider an individual who became 
infected during their active week. They are now in their     
pre-symptomatic period – the most dangerous stage, in 
which they are invisible spreaders. According to the         
alternating lockdown routine, they are now scheduled to   
enter their lockdown phase.” 
   During their week at home, he reasons, invisible       
spreaders will most likely begin to exhibit symptoms and 
remain in isolation until full recovery. 
   “If following a week of lockdown they show no symptoms, 
they are most likely uninfected and can partake in social  
and professional activities during their active week.” 
   The Bar-Ilan simulation suggests that if the proportion of 
“defectors” – people who continue to be active during their 
lockdown phase or who hold essential positions and cannot 
be under lockdown – is kept at under 30%, viral spread 
could still be overcome. 
 

Israeli Experts Propose Radical Post-Corona Exit Strategy by Israel 21c 
 

Israeli Mathematicians Suggest a Staggered Approach to Reenter Public Places and Workplaces  
Without Causing A New Outbreak 
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do you have concerns 

about falling?  

Many older adults experience concerns about falling and restrict  
their activities. A MATTER OF BALANCE is an award-winning  

program designed to manage falls and increase activity levels. 

Location: Temple Beth El 
10:00am – 11:30am   

 

Thursday, July 23, 2020  

Thursday, July 30, 2020 

Thursday, August 6, 2020  

Thursday, August 13, 2020 

Thursday, August 20, 2020  

Thursday, August 27, 2020  

Thursday, September 3, 2020  

Thursday, September 10, 2020  

Classes are conducted over eight sessions, meeting 
once a week, 90 minutes per session. 

 
To sign up for the class please call  

Jewish Community Services at  
(810) 767-5922.  
Space is limited. 

  

 

A Matter of Balance: Managing Concerns About Falls Volunteer Lay Leader Model ©2006 

This program is based on Fear of Falling: A Matter of Balance. Copyright ©1995 Trustees of Boston University. All rights reserved. 
Used and adapted by permission of Boston University.  

Paid for with Aging and Adult Services Agency & Valley Area Agency on Aging. If you would like additional 

This program emphasizes 
practical strategies to 

manage falls. 

YOU WILL LEARN TO: 

view falls as controllable 

set goals for increasing activity 

make changes to reduce fall risks at home 

exercise to increase strength  
and balance 

 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 

anyone concerned about falls 

anyone interested in improving balance, 
flexibility and strength 

anyone who has fallen in the past 

anyone who has restricted activities        
because of falling concerns 
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INSIDE JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICES 
TENTATIVE JCS Senior Lunch Program 

(Subject to Change) 
 

Monday, June 15   Rosemary Chicken 

Tuesday, June 16   Tuna Salad   BINGO 

Thursday, June 18   Salmon   11:30 (YOGA)/Birthdays 

Monday, June 22   Hot Dogs 

Tuesday, June 23   Taco Tuesday   BINGO 

Thursday, June 25   Deli Sandwiches   11:30 (YOGA) 

Monday, June 29   Shepherd’s Pie 

Tuesday, June 30   Dee’s Mac & Cheese 

 

RSVP to Jamie at jcs@flintfed.org/810-767-5922 for lunch (24 hour notice)  
Temple Beth El, 5150 Calkins Road (enter through main door of Temple) 

(Article continued from Page 3) 
Easy to enforce? 
   Milo says a cyclical work-lockdown strategy is equitable, 
easy to understand and easy to enforce as part of a      
comprehensive exit strategy. 
   He suggests that countries try an alternating lockdown 
strategy as a pilot on a small scale in limited regions for a 
defined period of time – say, a month — and then           
reassess. 
   “We are in touch for example with officials in Peru who   
are interested in performing such a pilot study,” he tells   
ISRAEL21c. 
   “If infection rates grow, it can be adjusted to fewer      
workdays. Conversely, if things are going well, additional 
workdays can be added. In certain scenarios, only four      
or five lockdown days in each two-week cycle could still   
prevent resurgence. While it will be difficult to do for very 
long, the alternative of going back to full lockdown for an 
unknown length of time might be much worse.” 
   Milo recently headed a project to organize the flood of 
coronavirus information in an orderly framework. He    
worked with Weizmann grad student Yinon Bar-On and    
US colleagues from Caltech and Berkeley. 
   After consolidating hundreds of findings about SARS-
CoV-2, the novel coronavirus that causes Covid-19, the 
foursome revealed that the virus is 96% identical to a     
coronavirus genome that infects bats, 91% identical to        
a coronavirus genome that infects scaly anteaters 

(pangolins), 80% identical to the SARS virus, 55% identical 
to the MERS virus and 50% identical to the coronavirus that 
causes common colds. 
   They also uncovered some good news: The virus’s      
mutation accumulation rate is relatively slow compared to 
influenza viruses. Milo said he’s cautiously optimistic that 
drugs and vaccines developed against Covid-19 will     
therefore prove durable in curbing outbreaks. 

VIRTUAL HOME ART TOUR ON MAY 26TH 
   Many thanks to the participants who shared something 
meaningful from the homes where they are sheltered:  
   From teapots to pottery selfie heads; from a woeful clown 
face to a pineapple-head paper mache; from a mosaic owl 
sitting in a knot-holed tree to a dog picture walking along   
the floor; from dangling metal angels battling Jacob below to 
a sleeping portrait with eyes shut;  from a multi-colored        
light-filled glass disc to a woolen blanket coat of Joseph’s 
many colors; from an Israeli papercut of Jerusalem to flower       
watercolors found hidden in a mother’s drawer.  
  The art pieces were diverse and beautiful, the stories      
revelatory. Just as delightful were the observers who 
watched and smiled with fascination , lending good-natured 
advise on the zoom mechanics of lighting and camera      
distance. The result was a truly communal experience, with 
participants learning more about each other in many fun and 
unexpected ways.     
   The “Wizard of Oz” at the controls was Stu Weiner along 
with art facilitator wife Kathy.  
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16TH ANNUAL KAREN SCHNEIDER JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL UPDATE 

   We are delighted to inform you that our committee has been 
working hard to bring the Karen Schneider Jewish Film Festival of 
Flint films to your homes during this "stay at home" period.  In 
order to keep everyone safe, we are in the process of bringing 
our selection of films to you ONLINE through a link & password to 
view on your own personal device.   
   Thank you to all the patrons who have contributed already to 
this year's film festival.  We will apply your donation to the 17th 
Annual Karen Schneider Jewish Film Festival.  Thank you for 
your continued support of our Festival.  And thank you to the FIA 
for their continued partnership in bringing films of Jewish content to the Flint community.  This years movies will 
include the following:  
Crescendo:  When a world famous conductor tries to create an Israeli-Palestinian youth orchestra, it takes all 
his skill and resources to overcome the discord and get them to play in harmony. While eliminating discord and 
achieving harmony are undeniably noble undertakings, is music really powerful enough to pierce through years 
of caustic political discourse and the real-life suffering experienced by both sides of the conflict? It is the act of 
trying, itself, that lies at the center of CRESCENDO, Loosely inspired by Daniel Barenboim’s West-Eastern     
Divan Orchestra, Academy-Award nominated director Dror Zahavi directs this gripping drama about a similarly 
ambitious initiative played out in South Tyrol, Austria.   

Golden Voices:  Victor and Raya Frenkel were the golden voices of the Soviet film dubbing for decades. All the 

western movies that reached Soviet screens were dubbed by them. In 1990, with the collapse of Soviet Union, 

the Frenkels decided to do Aliyah - immigrate to Israel, just like hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews. There's 

no need in Israel for Russian speaking dubbing artists, and Victor's and Raya's attempts to use their talent will 

cause bizarre and unexpected events during their first months in Israel, and turn the beginning of the new     

chapter of their life into an amusing, painful, and absurd experience. 

Incitement:  A psychological thriller, INCITEMENT follows the year leading to the assassination of Israel's Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin, from the point of view of the assassin. The film details, for the first time, the forces that 

act upon the assassin, including the religious and political incitement, the personal and the interpersonal turmoil. 

It is a psychological portrait of a political assassin seeking to kill democracy. It is also a portrait of a torn society 

on the brink of civil war. 

The Tobacconist:  Seventeen-year-old Franz journeys to Vienna to apprentice at a tobacco shop where he   

befriends regular customer, Sigmund Freud. When Franz falls desperately in love with music hall dancer 

Anezka, he seeks advice from the renowned psychoanalyst. With the Nazi occupation of Vienna, political and 

social conditions in Austria dramatically worsen and Franz, Freud, and Anezka are swept into the maelstrom of 

events.   

Till Cash do us Part: is a family comedy that was inspired by a 

play by Bertolt Brecht, "Wedding”. The film depicts the inevitable 

union between two families from different cultures, while they count 

the checks they received at their wedding.  

Douze Points:  A comedy-thriller created by mixing ISIS            

operatives, tough Mossad agents and a unique relationship        

between two young Muslim guys in the most rainbow-colored, song 

contest imaginable. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK  
OUR MOST RECENT 

JEWISH REPORTER SUPPORTERS 
 

HARRY CYBULSKI 
DENNIS & DIANE KINGSLEY 

 

Thank You For Your Contribution! 
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