
On the last Sunday of the year, we celebrate the Feast 
of the Holy Family. The Church encourages us to look to 
the Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph for inspiration, 
example and encouragement. They were a model family in 
which both parents helped each other, understood and 
accepted each other, 
and took good care of 
their Child so that He 
might grow up not only 
in  human knowledge, 
but also as a Child of 
God. We too truly desire 
and pray that everyone 
i n o u r f a m i l y i s 
respected, cherished, 
nurtured, supported and 
united in the bond of 
love.


The first reading is a 
commentary on the 
fourth commandment: 
"Honor your father and 
your mother." It reminds 
children of their duty to 
honor their parents - 
even when it becomes 
d i ffi c u l t . H e a l s o 
mentions the five-fold reward which God promises to 
those who honor their father and mother. The first reward 
is ‘riches’ and the second, a long life. Forgiveness of sins 
and God’s prompt answer to prayers are the fourth and 
fifth rewards. He reminds children that God blesses them 
if they obey, revere and show compassion to their father. 
Today I have included 2 stories from 2 popes on family life.


Pope Francis said, “Grandparents are a treasure.” 
Pope Francis said that as a child, he heard a story of a 
family with a mother, father, many children and a 
grandfather. The grandfather, suffering from Parkinson’s 
disease, would drop food on the dining table and smear it 
all over his face when he ate. His son considered it 
disgusting. Hence, one day he bought a small table and 
set it off to the side of the dining room so the grandfather 
could eat, make a mess and not disturb the rest of the 

family. One day, the Pope said, the grandfather’s son 
came home and found one of his sons playing with a 
piece of wood. “What are you making?” he asked his son. 
“A table,” the son replied. “Why?” the father asked. “It’s 
for you, Dad. When you get old like grandpa, I am going to 

give you this table.” Ever 
since that day, the grandpa 
was given a prominent seat 
at the dining table and all the 
help he needed to eat by his 
son and daughter-in-law. 

“This story has done me 
such good throughout my 
life,”said the Pope, who 
celebrated his birthday on 
D e c e m b e r 1 7 t h . 
“ G r a n d p a r e n t s a r e a 
treasure,” he said. “Often old 
age isn’t pretty, right? There 
is sickness and all that, but 
t h e w i s d o m o u r 
g r a n d p a r e n t s h a v e i s 
s o m e t h i n g w e m u s t 
welcome as an inheritance. 
A society or community that 
does not value, respect and 
care for its elderly members 

doesn’t have a future because it has no memory, it’s lost 
its memory,” Pope Francis added.


Pope Paul VI on Dying of Loneliness: In an 
audience, Pope Paul VI told how one day, when he was 
Archbishop of Milan, he went out on a parish visit. During 
the course of the visit he found an old woman living alone. 
“How are you?” he asked her. “Not bad,”she answered. “I 
have enough food, and I’m not suffering from the cold.” 
“You must be reasonably happy then?” he said. “No, I’m 
not,” she said as she started to cry. “You see, my son and 
daughter-in-law never come to see me. I’m dying of 
loneliness.” Afterwards he was haunted by the phrase, 
“I’m dying of loneliness.” And the Pope concluded: “Food 
and warmth are not enough in themselves. People need 
something more. They need our presence, our time, our 
love. They need to be touched, to be 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - December 29, 2019 
“Courtroom or Confessional” Fr. Bosco Padamattummal

(Continued on pg. 2)

Saint Mary
Reverend Fr. Bosco Padamattummal, Administrator 

Deacon Dennis Walters 
210 West Main Street, Manchester, MI 48158 
Phone: (734) 428-8811; Fax: (734) 428-1393 

Email: stmarymanchester@gmail.com 
Website: stmarymanchester.org 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Sancta Maria, 
Ora Pro Nobis

of the  
Assumption

ROMAN 
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

May the Holy Family journey into your home and guide your 
household on the pathway to holiness.



reassured that they are not forgotten.”

Both these stories from the Popes are one great fact 

that we know, "Like father like son." It is an old saying, 
and very true. If the parents fail to do what is right and 
just in the sight of God, they can hardly complain if their 
children turn out disobedient to God and to them. The 
young learn more from example than from precept. If 
parents give their children the example of a life of 
obedience to the laws of God and their country, the 
children will in turn carry out their duties to God, to their 
parents and to their fellowmen.


The Feast of the Holy Family reminds us that, as the 
basic unit of the universal Church, each family is called 
to holiness. In fact, Jesus Christ has instituted two 
Sacraments in His Church to make society holy - the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders and the Sacrament of 
Marriage. Through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, Jesus 
sanctifies the priest as well as his parish. Similarly, in the 
Sacrament of Marriage, Jesus sanctifies not only the 
spouses but also the entire family. The husband and wife 
attain holiness when they discharge their duties faithfully, 
trusting in God, and drawing on the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit through personal and family prayer, 
meditative reading of the Bible, and devout participation 
in Holy Mass. Families become holy when Christ Jesus 
is present in them. Jesus becomes  truly present in the 
parish Church through the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass.


Let me close my homily with advice from a senior 
judge of the supreme court to a newly-wedded couple. 
He congratulated the bride and groom on their marriage 
and told them, “See that you never convert your family 
into a courtroom; instead let it be a confessional.” If the 
husband and wife start arguing like attorneys in an 
attempt to justify  their behavior, their family becomes a 
court of law and nobody wins. On the other hand,  if the 
husband and the wife - as if in a confessional - are ready 
to admit their faults and  try to correct them,  the  family 
becomes a Heavenly one. On the Feast of the only 
perfect Family that ever lived on this earth, all parents 
might examine themselves and see how well they are 
fulfilling the grave responsibility which God has placed 
on them. Let us pray for the grace of caring for one 
another in our own families, for each member of the 
parish family, and for all families of the universal Church. 
May God bless all our families in the New Year. ❖

SAT., DEC 28 The Holy Innocents

1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18 
(698) Pss Prop 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Cliff Tracy 

[His Family]

SUN., DEC 29 THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY 
AND JOSEPH

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 
or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
(17) Pss Prop  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Oscar and ♰Daisy Walz 

[Judy and Eddie Walz] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., DEC 30 Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas
1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40 (203) 
Pss Prop 

11:30 am Intercessory Prayer Group - FFH 
12:10 pm Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 

[Dave and Gloria Bishop]

TUES., DEC 31 Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas/St. 
Sylvester

1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 (204) 
Pss Prop 

4:00-5:00 pm Holy Hour 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

WED., JAN 1  SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER 
OF GOD

Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 
2:16-21 (18) Pss Prop 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Susan DuRussel 
[Punches Family] 

10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph Fitzgerald 
[The Fitzgerald Family]

THURS., JAN 2 Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazienzen
1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 (205) 
Pss I 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Russell and ♰Bernita Aiuto 
[Bill and Astrida Punches] 

7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

FRI., JAN 3 Christmas Weekday/Most Holy Name of 
Jesus/First Friday

1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34 
(206) 

8:30 am Mass: INT: President Donald Trump for 
God’s Divine Will and Protection 

[A Parishioner] 
9:00 am Exposition and Adoration of the  
                    Blessed Sacrament 
8:00 pm Confessions on First Friday 
10:00 pm Benediction

SAT., JAN 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton/First Saturday

1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42 (207) 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: INT: God’s 
Blessing and Divine Will for the O’Hotzke Family 

[Lisa Chisnell] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 

[Terri and Carl Jobkar]
SUN., JAN 5 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 
2:1-12 (20)  Pss Prop 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Christine Marie Hessling 

[The Hessling Family] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education Classes - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - 
Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Please Pray for: 
Leon Ball 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso (ongoing 

terrorism) 
Mike Gibbons 
Priscilla Hale 

Herman Hessling 
Carl Kemner 

Tom Kladzyk 
Sarah Laskowski 

Wilma Lentz 
Anna Maisano 
Ron Punches 

Émilienne Ramdé 
Paula Saft 

Ray Seghers 
Bruce Sommers 

Baby Bryson Vitalli 
Eddie Walz 
Cindy Wills 

The Repose of the 
Soul: 

♰Maxine Delashmit 
♰Kalga Ramdé

Evangelization Fund. Thank you so much for your generosity. 




Parish Family Birthdays 
Dec 28	 Madigan Flaherty
..........
Dec 28	 Peter Nashif
..........
Dec 29	 Peter Joseph Cocco 
............
Dec 30	 Joyce Stein
..........
Dec 31	 Marguerite Dahl
..........
Dec 31	 Mary Shaw
..........
Jan 1	 David Zielinski
............
Jan 2	 Linda McGee 
............
Jan 3	 Gina Jennings
............
Jan 5	 Constance Stancato ...............

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, December 15, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $3,814.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $195.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $23.00 ..........
Immaculate Conception $25.00 ....
Christmas $75.00 ..........................
Solemnity of Mary $5.00 .............
E-Giving $767.85 ...........................

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $4,904.85 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $395.15 ...........

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $120.00 .
Retired Religious $10.00 .................
Catholic Relief Services $25.00 ......
Poor Box $12.11 ...........................
Votive Candles $56.00..................
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Parish News
Holy Day of Obligation 

Wednesday, January 1st i s the 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. It is a 
Holy Day of Obligation. For your 
convenience three Masses are scheduled: 
Tuesday, December 31st at 5:00 pm, 
Wednesday, January 1st at 8:30 am and 
10:30 am.  

Join Formed 
FORMED, an online service for accessing 
1000s of Catholic videos, audios and 
eBooks on demand anytime, anywhere is 
available again to all parishioners. Please 
see the sheets in the vestibule with 
directions on how to access this 
wonderful service. 

End of Year Contributions 
The end of the year is quickly 
approaching, so the Parish Office would 
like to remind you that any donations that 
you would like to make for the 2019 tax 
year should be brought to the Office by 
Monday, December 30th for proper 
accounting purposes. 

Adoration 
This Friday, January 3rd, is the first 
Friday of the month. Please join us for 
Adoration which begins immediately 
following the 8:30 am Mass and ends at 
10:00 pm with Benediction. Confessions 
are heard beginning at 8:00pm. Come 
spend time with the Lord! 

Accept the Challenge 
The Lansing Diocesan Men’s Conference 
will be held on Saturday, February 
22nd 9:00 am-6:00 pm at U of M 
Oosterbaan Field House. Buy Early Bird 
tickets for $29, youth $19 until December 
31st at acceptthechallenge.org 

Votive Candle Subsidy 
An anonymous benefactor has paid to 
subsidize votive candles. The first 100 
votive candles that are lit will only cost $2 
instead of the usual $4. A note will be on 
each of the candle stands as a reminder. 
When the note is gone, all 100 candles 
have been lit. Please, as you light your 
candles, remember to also pray for our 
generous benefactor.  

New Year Holy Hour 
Once again, Fr. Bosco will be offering a 
Holy Hour of Prayer and Adoration on 
New Year’s Eve. This special time of 
prayer will begin at 4:00 pm on New 
Year’s Eve and conclude when the Vigil 
Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God begins at 5:00 pm.  

Bible Study Schedule   
Sessions for the parish Bible Study, 
"Genesis to Jesus," will double up from 
once a month to twice a month, on the 
first and third Monday of each month. 
Times will remain the same; that is, 1:00 
pm and 7:15 pm. Remember to bring your 
workbooks with you when you come. 

Placemat Ads 
Parishioners will be offered the first 
opportunity to advertise their businesses 
and organizations on the St. Mary Fish 
Fry placemats. Ads cost $200 and will 
appear on the placemats for all 2020 Fish 
Frys. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please call the parish 
o f f i c e o r e m a i l Ti n a D o y l e a t 
tmdmich@gmail.com. Advertising will 
open up to non-parishioners  very soon, so 
don’t delay. 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION  
of the Most  
BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
January 3rd  

9 am until 
Benediction at 10 pm 

(Confessions heard 
8-9pm) 

**FIRST SATURDAY 
MASS at 8:30 am **

I Have a Dream Essay Contest for 
college students. In 1000 words or less 
describe your personal dream for racial 
e q u i t y a n d e m a i l t o 
webercenter@adriandominicans by 
11:59 pm Monday, January 6th. Call 
517-266-4000 for more info. 
Surviving Divorce, a new ministry for 
those who have experienced the pain of 
a broken marriage will be offered at St. 
Mary Chelsea. This program is for the 
newly separated and divorced and those 
still struggling with issues many years 
later. For more info, contact St. Mary's 
o f f i c e a t 7 3 4 - 4 7 5 - 7 5 6 1 o r a t 
smcch@aol.com 

40 Days For Life invites you to join the 
effort in Ann Arbor! Planning meetings for 
the Lenten 2020 Ann Arbor Campaign 
will be held on Wednesdays at 7 pm in 
the St.Francis of Assisi Church LIBRARY 
(2250 E Stadium Blvd, A2) on January 
8th, 15th, 29th and February 12th and 
19th. The Lenten 40 Days For Life 
Campaign will be Ash Wednesday, 
February 26th - Palm Sunday, April 5th. 
For info, please contact Sandie at 
plan2pray@gmail.com or 734-657-1936. 
Job Opening The Diocese of Lansing is 
a c c e p t i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r a n 
Administrative Assistant for the 
Discipleship Formation department. To 
l e a r n m o r e a n d t o a p p l y, v i s i t 

Area News
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Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 Office: 734.475.9600
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: jjklink@comcast.net
 Website: www.jeffklink.org

A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

734-428-8250
borekjennings.com

Polly’s
Country
Market
Country
Market

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

  Laura’s
 Catering
 Creative/Gourmet

LAURA LEMIEUX
4450 Clear Lake Road • Grass Lake

(734) 475-6309 • Cell (734) 320-6013

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

We keep your 
loved one 

comfortable 
in their home

 Providing in home senior 
 care service now in Chelsea 
 and the surrounding communities.

 We offer a personalized screening 
 service so you can select your caregiver to 
 fit your needs and time frames.

 Call today for help tomorrow! (734) 385-2030 734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & Operated


