
The miracle in today’s gospel happens in 
Tyre, a gentile or pagan region. Jesus has 
moved from Galilee. He had done his works in 
the cities of Galilee, and they did not repent. 
And so in Matthew 11:21, Jesus says, “Woe to 
you, Chorazin. Woe to you, Bethsaida,” and 
effectively in verse 23 says the same thing 
about Capernaum, the major city of Galilee. He 
says, “For if the mighty works which were 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes.” 

Although he preached the Good News and 
performed most of the miracles in Galilee, yet 
after having experienced their hostility and 
animosity, he was driven to go to a place where 
hearts were more open. He is abandoning the 
religious pride of the 
Jews for the humility 
the Gentiles. And he is 
always available to 
that person who 
sincerely seeks him 
with a strong faith. 

We read: “A 
Canaanite woman 
came out of the same 

region and cried unto Him.” This person 
doesn’t fit the Jews’ view of who can enter into 
the blessing of God. First, it is a woman; 
secondly, a Canaanite. These original 
occupants of the Promised Land were regarded 
as vile, idolatrous, and sinful; they were a 
cursed, doomed people. 

But for Jesus, this woman is one of those 
who would have repented in Tyre and Sidon if 
the Lord had done His mighty works there. For 
Jesus, she is a picture of genuine, saving faith. 
She is outside the covenant: an outcast, a 
sinner, from a people of sinners. She has no 
right to the covenant, no claim on the covenant. 
She has no worthiness to ask anything of our 
Lord. She is a perfect example of a sinner who 
comes without right, without privilege, without 

worthiness to embrace 
by faith Jesus Christ. 

We can say at this 
point that she is utterly 
unsatisfied with the 
idols her people 
worship. They have 
not been able to solve 
her problem. She is 
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Will the Lord see great faith in us??? 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

“T hen Jesus answered and said unto her, ‘O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 
you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed from that hour” (Matthew 15:28). Now, what 

is it about the faith of this woman that constitutes it as great faith? Earlier in Matthew’s 
gospel, a centurion came to Jesus and wanted a miracle on behalf of his servant who was 
paralyzed. Jesus said to him, “I have not found such a great faith in Israel” (Mt 8:10). Both were 
Gentiles, not Jews. 

— continued on p. 2 
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FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:  
Will the Lord see great faith in us??? 

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ August 15-23, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. AUGUST 15 Solemnity: The Assumption of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary  

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front 
porch] 

 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the 20th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time:  Dan and  Grace 
Waldecker [Lynn Waldecker]  

SUN. AUGUST 16 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: For the people  
 10:30am MASS:  Virginia Harman         

[Inge and Pete Roncoli]  

MON. AUGUST 17 Weekday  
 NO MASS in Manchester during the summer 

 

TUES. AUGUST 18  Weekday  
 8:30am MASS: In Loving Memory of       

 Jack Fenix on his 112th birthday                  
[Jim & Marja Warner] 

WED. AUGUST 19 Weekday 
 (opt mem. St. John Eudes, Priest)  

 8:30am MASS:  Bob Laskowski      
[David & Dianna Roberts]  

THUR. AUGUST 20 Memorial: St. Bernard, Abbot and 
 Doctor of the Church   

 8:30am MASS:  Lynn Doyle [John & Tina 
Doyle and Family]  

FRI. AUGUST 21 Memorial: St. Pius X, Pope   
 8:30am MASS: For Divine Protection of 

the Strong, Ramde, & St. Mary Parish 
families [Sylvie & Scott Strong] 

SAT. AUGUST 22 Memorial: The Queenship of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary   

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front 
porch] 

 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the 21st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time:  Gerald Damian, in 
remembrance of our wedding 
anniversary [Claudia Damian]  

SUN. AUGUST 23 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: For the people  
 10:30am MASS:  Bob Laskowski 

 [Inge & Pete Roncoli]        

Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab • 1 Cor 15:20-27 • Lk 1:39-56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is 56:1, 6-7 
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32 
Mt 15:21-28 
 
 

Ez 24:15-24 
Mt 19:16-22  
 
 
Ez 28:1-10 
Mt 19:23-30  
 
 
 
 

Ez 34:1-11 
Mt 20:1-16  
 
 
 

Ez 36:23-28 
Mt 22:1-14  
 
 
Ez 37:1-14 
Mt 22:34-40 
 
 
  
 

Ez 43:1-7ab • Mt 23:1-12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 22:19-23 
Rom 11:33-36 
Mt 16:13-20  

unsatisfied, her needs unmet. And so she comes to Jesus 
Christ, believing in her heart that he can meet her need. 

Jesus says of her, “You have great faith.” Great faith is a 
relative term. To her, it was great faith because she had so little 
faith on which to build: she was a pagan outside the covenant, 
outside the law, outside the promises, outside the Word of God, 
outside the Scriptures. And she had been in area where the Lord 
Jesus had not been doing His mighty deeds. So based on the 
amount of content and information she had, compared to the 
people of Galilee or the disciples around Jesus, her faith is great. 

The woman came, turning her back on the idols, and 
believed in the Lord, the Son of David. Her object of faith 
was correct. She did not address Jesus as Rabbi or teacher, but 
“Jesus, Son of David,” that is, Jesus as the Messiah, the only 
Savior. It is the same thing stated by Peter in Acts 4:12 where 
he said, “There is no salvation in any other name than the 
name of Jesus Christ.” 

Her faith is great for many reasons: It is not only 
properly directed, but it is repentant. We see her repentance 
in two aspects: turning away from idol worship to God; and in 
verse 22 when she cried out to Jesus, “Have mercy on me.” 
The basic assumption of someone who seeks mercy is a sense 
of unworthiness. She is not coming demanding anything; she is 
the antithesis of the ugly spiritual pride of the Pharisees and 
the scribes. Even today that sense of unworthiness brings 
humility to pray to God for our needs. Faith and repentance, 
like conjoined twins, are vitally joined together. 

There’s a third element. Her faith was not only properly 
directed and repentant, but it was reverent. She cries out, “O 
Lord, Son of David,” giving him such a reverent title – two 
titles, really. First “Lord,” that is, Jesus is sovereign deity. 
Then “Son of David,” that is, Jesus is the promised Messiah. 

The fourth element of her great faith is persistence. Great 
faith is persistent. Jesus puts up a series of 
barriers for this woman. In Galilee he saw 
superficiality, people who came and got what 
they wanted and left. But in this Gentile region 
of Tyre, he wanted to strengthen and test and 
pull this woman’s faith to its full flower. So, he 
puts up barriers through with she must persist 
to show the reality of true faith. The 
embarrassing words of this gospel passage do 
not indicate indifference on Jesus’ part, but rather the upward 
movement of this woman to great faith, the saving faith. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we can see in this poor woman a 
true seeking heart. This is the beatitude attitude, where you 
come begging in your spirit – meekly, hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness. And her request was so humble; she says, 
“Oh, Lord, help me.” She doesn’t argue or get into a 
theological debate; there is no pride. 

LET US COME WITH THIS ATTITUDE TO GOD when we come 
to worship and when we pray for our needs. In complete absence 
of pride, complete absence of self-reliance, complete absence of 
self-sufficiency. Our Lord we will see great faith in us.    

This is the 
beatitude 
attitude, 
where you 

come 
begging in 

your spirit…   

Aug. 7: Two announcements from Bishop Boyea… 
DISPENSATION – “I am extending the dispensation from the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass until the end of the 
Church Year, that is, November 28th.” 
However, please remember Bishop also said: “Although  
the faithful are dispensed from their Sunday obligation     
to attend Mass, they must observe the Lord’s Day and are 
encouraged to spend time in prayer on Sunday, meditating 
on the Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection…or 
participating in a spiritual or corporal act of mercy.” 

CONFIRMATION –  Due to smaller groups and other Covid 
regulations, Bishop has given pastors “permission to Confirm 
until the end of this Church Year, that is, Nov. 28.”    
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  

Sunday, August 2, 2020 
Sunday Env (47)  ............... $ 4,991.00 
Welcome & Loose  ................ $ 70.00 
E-Giving (8)  ....................... $ 400.76 

Combined toward budget:  $ 5,461.76 
Budget goal:  .................... $ 5,300.00 
Amt ABOVE goal:  ..........  + $ 161.76 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint env (2)  ........... $ 245.00 
E-giving Bldg & Maint (1)  ... $ 100.00 
Poor Box  ............................... $ 40.00   

 Votive candles  .................. $ 38.00 

Altar Flowers for the week 
of Sunday, August 16th… 
In loving remembrance of 
+Gerald Damian on our 

wedding anniversary  
(CLAUDIA DAMIAN)  

Calling all youth who have not yet been confirmed! 
Have you still not received the powerful sacrament of Confirmation? If not, then you are 
invited to be part of this year’s Confirmation Class. It will be an exciting and interesting 
series of meetings led by Lynn Waldecker and Gayle Antonelli that will culminate in you 

being “sealed with the gift of the Holy Spriit.” In order to make sure everything is ready for the 
number of people who will be attending, we need to hear from you ASAP. If you would like to be 
part of this group, please email Lynn at WALDECKER.L@gmail.com. Then get ready for 
sacramental preparation like you may never have had before! 

Faith-filled, Informative, and Fun! 
Now you can add these blessings to your calendar for Fall. Dcn. Dennis sends this update: 

BIBLE STUDY will resume on Tues., Sept. 15 and again on Tues., Sept. 22. Since we didn’t 
finish the “Genesis to Jesus” study last spring, we will complete the series now with the final 
two meetings. Remember to please bring your workbooks. As before, there will be two time 
options for the sessions: one at 1:00pm and a second at 6:30pm. For the sake of social 
distancing, we will meet in the Parish Center. A light snack will be served.  
NEW SERIES! When the “Genesis to Jesus” series ends, we will begin a new series called 
“The Search,” a seven-week series on searching for a relationship with the living God. This 
will begin on Tues., Sept. 29 and will conclude before Thanksgiving. 
PRAISE AND WORSHIP meetings will resume on Fri., Sept. 18. Time and place to be 
determined. Watch the bulletin for further details. 

Our K of C invites us to help with school supplies… 
Our parish Knights of Columbus council has begun their annual collection of school 

supplies for Manchester Community Schools, and they ask for our help and support. The 
fundraiser runs now through Labor Day, Sept. 6. Collection boxes are in the main vestibule. 

Below is a list of suggested items to donate. And the Knights thank you for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women invited also! 
Men-on-Fire is part of the Catholic men’s movement. Men meet monthly for 
spiritual and practical strengthening and nourishment. However, this month, women 
are invited, too! There will be a talk by Dr. Monica Miller on “The Authority of 

Women in the Catholic Church.” The event will be Thurs, August 20 at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church, 9565 Musch Rd, Brighton, MI. Prayer at 5:45pm, Mass at 6:15pm, and the talk at 7pm. 
Refreshments and fellowship follow. For more info, contact Rory Clark at RkcLaw@msn.com  

PARISH NEWS EVENTS & ACTIVITIES, IN THE PARISH 
AND IN THE AREA 

 Please Pray for… 
• Wilma Lentz 
• Aimee 

Simpson  
• Carrie 

Warner  
• Andrea 

Mendoza 
• Kathy (niece 

of Beth Ball) 
• Pam (friend 

of Susan 
Fielder) 

• Bryson 
Corker 

• Veronica 
Kastl 

• Tom Burch 
• Leon Ball 
• Paula Saft 
• Walter 

Radisovich 
• Tom Kladzyk 
• Connie and 

Frank 
Stancato 

• Duane 
Beuerle 

• Eddie Walz 
• Bruce 

Sommers 
• Paul Whelan 

Please advise Parish Office  
to remove from or add a name 

to the prayer list. 

!Birthday Blessings  
Aug 17 …Jolene Line 

…Caitriona McClorey 
…Hannah McFarland 

Most needed items in the classrooms: *Also, things for needy students like: 
**Sanitizer** 
Dry erase markers 
Washable markers 
Clorox type wipes 
Baby wipes 
Glue sticks 

Kleenex 
Crayons 
2-pocket folders 
Lined paper 
Pencils 

Backpacks 
Pencil boxes/bags 
Lunch boxes 
Gift cards to buy clothes 
etc. 

ST. MARY’S SUPPORT OF THE 2020 DSA  
Our parish goal is: $27,30600 

As of Aug 6th… 65 PARISH FAMILIES have supported 
DSA with $22,72700 We are at 84% of our parish goal!  
Only $4,579  needed to meet our goal. Won’t you do your share? 

!Happy the one who trusts in the Lord  
Proverbs 16:20 

Thank you to everyone who has made 
a pledge to the Diocesan Services 

Appeal this year. If you have not yet 
made your gift decision, please 

consider doing so today. Envelopes are 
available in the vestibule and may be 

placed in the collection basket or 
returned to the parish office.  Or make 

a commitment online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org. 
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Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 Office: 734.475.9600
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: jjklink@comcast.net
 Website: www.jeffklink.org

A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

THIS SPACE IS


