
We are always living into this question. By 
that I mean: Who Jesus was when I was a child 
is different from who he was when I was in my 
30s or who he is for me today. Hopefully, who 
he is for me next year will be different from 
who he is today. It’s not that Jesus has 
changed. I have. We not only discover Jesus 
anew, we discover ourselves anew. Who we say 
Jesus is has everything to do with who and how 
we are and will be. 

In some ways our answer says as much or 
more about us than Jesus. It reveals how we 
live and what we stand up for. It guides our 
decisions, and determines the actions we take, 
the words we speak. It describes the 
expectations and demands we place on Jesus. It 
discloses the depth of our motivation for and 
commitment to following him. Jesus’ life and 
presence among us calls into question 
everything about our lives, our world, the status 
quo, and business as usual. 

So this question is NOT a test. This 
is not about what is in our head but 
what is in our heart. It’s about what lies 
at the core of our existence. Jesus is 
asking the disciples to consider 
what centers their lives. What is 
the axis about which their world 
turns? It is not enough to just give 
the right answer. They are to become 

and reveal the answer by their lives, words, and 
actions. 

Those things, for Jesus, are foundational to a 
life of discipleship. That’s why we ought not 
answer his question too quickly or with too 
much certainty. It’s not a question to be 
figured out as much as it is a question to be 
lived. When we are constantly engaging this 
question, we not only discover Jesus anew – we 
discover ourselves anew. 

Let me tell you some of the answers I’ve 
heard or read: My personal Lord and Savior. 
The Son of God. God Incarnate. He’s my life, 
my everything. Buddy, brother, friend, 
comforter, teacher. The list could go on and on. 
There is nothing wrong with one- or two-word 
answers. But the answer to this question is to be 
lived personally by you and me.  

Who do we say Jesus is when a loved one 
dies? when the doctor gives news we did not 

want to hear? when our life seems to be 
falling apart? Who do we say Jesus is 
when we are faced with decisions that 

have no easy answers? when the 
storms of life overwhelm us? when 

faithfulness means risking it all and 
taking a stand against a louder and 
seemingly more powerful majority? 

The answer to this personal question is 
never simple, small, 
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St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ August 22-30, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. AUGUST 22 Memorial: The Queenship of the 
 Blessed Virgin Mary   

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front 
porch] 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 21st Sunday 
in Ordinary Time:  Gerald Damian, in 
remembrance of our wedding 
anniversary [Claudia Damian]  

SUN. AUGUST 23 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: For the people  
 10:30am MASS:  Bob Laskowski 

 [Inge & Pete Roncoli]  

MON. AUGUST 24 Memorial: St. Bartholomew, Apostle  
 NO MASS in Manchester during the summer 
7:00pm Evangelization Team meeting / FFH 

TUES. AUGUST 25  Weekday (opt mem. St. Louis; 
 St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest ) 

 8:30am MASS:  Merle Cummings           
[Betty Cummings] 

WED. AUGUST 26 Weekday  
 8:30am MASS:  Bob Laskowski              

[Dan & Carol Selecki]  

THUR. AUGUST 27 Memorial: St. Monica  
 8:30am MASS:  Emily Cummings           

[Betty Cummings]  

FRI. AUGUST 28 Memorial: St. Augustine, Bishop and 
 Doctor of the Church  

 8:30am MASS:  Henry Smith             
[Betty Cummings] 

SAT. AUGUST 29 Memorial: The Passion of 
 Saint John the Baptist  

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front 
porch] 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 22nd Sunday 
in Ordinary Time:  Margaret 
Primeau [Jim & Ella Landini]  

SUN. AUGUST 30 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: For the people  
 10:30am MASS:  Veronica Kastl          

[Jim and Marja Warner]        
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and easy, especially in front of the pain the world offers. There 
is nothing safe about the question Jesus poses. 

In Jewish Midrash, the rabbinic teaching and preaching on 
the Scriptures, it is said that Israel is at the center of the world. 
At the center of Israel is Jerusalem and the temple of Jerusalem. 
At the center of the temple is the holy place. At the center of the 
holy place is the ark, the presence and glory of God. Underneath 
the ark is the foundation, the rock upon which all rests. 

The imagery of that Midrash takes us deeper and deeper to 
the center of the center of the center. That is exactly what 
Jesus is doing with his questions in today’s gospel. “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?”… “But you, who do you 
say that I am?” In the first question Jesus is asking what the 
disciples hear and see around them. In the second question he 
wants to know what they see and hear within themselves. Jesus 
is always pushing us to go deeper, to look within and discover 
who or what our life is centered on, and then to re-center. 
But we are followers of Christ. Isn’t he already our center? 

Whenever we re-center our lives on Christ we become a new 
person. Every time the lines of our lives converge on Christ, 
we become rock-like. We become the foundation, the rock, on 
which rests the church, the new ark that holds and reveals the 
presence and glory of God. With all its frailties Jesus chooses 
human life and relationships to be the rock on which he builds 
his church. 

We are not, however, rocks that are unmovable or 
unchangeable. As water slowly forms and shapes a rock over 
time so does a lifetime of re-centering form and shape us to be 
Christ’s foundation in this world. Re-centering is our life’s 
work, and it is not easy work. It means we must continually let 
go of what we thought centered our lives and move to our true 
center: the Messiah, the Son of God, the living one. 

The opportunity for re-centering is hidden within the ups and 
downs of our life. It is something we do over and over, and we 
don’t always get it right. Look at Peter. He is the one of little 
faith, sinking in the water. He doesn’t understand the parables. He 
argues with Jesus and ends up being called Satan. He falls asleep 
when he is supposed to be praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
He denies knowing Jesus. Through it all he was being shaped, 
formed, molded into the rock Jesus knew him to be. Ultimately 
Peter was crucified for re-centering, following, and loving Jesus. 

Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus’ words, “You are rock and 
on this rock I will build my church,” are words of life. They 
were for Peter, and they are for us. What Jesus says to Peter 
he says to all: “Who do you say that I am?”  

Don’t just answer his question. Go live the answer. Discover 
the “ROCKNESS” that Jesus knows you to be.  Live with hope 
in the midst of despair.  Love your neighbor as yourself.        

 Care for the poor, feed the hungry, and defend the oppressed. 
 Offer forgiveness despite your anger.  Pray when you are 

too busy to pray.  Love your enemies despite your fear.         
 Deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow him.               
 Practice generosity in a declining economy.  Re-center even 

when it feels like you cannot stand up. Do these. Be the rock. Be 
the rock on which Jesus’ church stands before the world.    

Collecting  
School supplies… 

Our parish Knights of 
Columbus council is 
collecting supplies for 
Manchester 
Community Schools 
now through Labor Day, 
Sept. 6. Collection boxes are 
in the main vestibule. Here 
are some suggested items to 
donate. And the Knights 
thank you for your 
generosity. > > > > > > > 

Sanitizer 
Dry erase markers 
Washable markers 
Clorox-type wipes 
Baby wipes 
Kleenex 
Glue sticks  
Crayons 
Pencils  
2-pocket folders 
Lined paper 
Backpacks 
Pencil boxes/bags 
Lunch boxes 
Gift cards to buy clothes  
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  

Sunday, August 9, 2020 
Sunday Env (48)  ............... $ 4,356.02 
Welcome & Loose  .................. $ 5.00 
Assumption of the BVM  ....... $ 10.00 
E-Giving (9)  ....................... $ 467.05 
Combined toward budget:  $ 4,838.07 
Budget goal:  .................... $ 5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  .........  – $ 461.93 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint env (6)  ........... $ 430.00 
Poor Box  ............................... $ 36.00   

 Votive candles  .................. $ 48.00 

1) For the repose of the soul of 
+Jerry Warner, Jim 
Warner’s brother   
 (Jim & Marja Warner)  

2) For the repose of the soul of 
+Helwig Helmling    
 (Inge & Pete Roncoli)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 
are burning this week for 
the following intentions: 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK… 

Altar Flowers for the 
week of Sunday, 
August 23rd… 

Get Ready! 
for… Religious Education  Youth Group  Confirmation 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES will begin on Mon., Sept. 14 in-person at the Parish 
Center. Classes will begin at 3:30pm. 
 YOUTH GROUP will also begin that day. More details to follow regarding times and location. 
 CONFIRMATION preparation sessions will begin Wed., Sept. 16. If you have not yet been 
confirmed, please email Lynn at Waldecker.L@gmail.com for more details. 

And… Bible Study  Adult Faith Formation (note CHANGES!) 
The schedule in last week’s bulletin needed to be revised. Here is the updated information: 

 The “Genesis to Jesus” BIBLE STUDY will resume in September. There are only two sessions 
remaining, and again, there will be two options for sessions to attend. All are welcome to 
attend whichever works best for them, or come to both! Lynn Waldecker leads the afternoon 
sessions on Mon, Sept. 14 and 21 at 1:00pm (after the noon Mass). Dcn. Dennis leads the 
evening sessions on Tues., Sept. 15 and 22 at 7:00pm. BOTH will meet at the Parish Center 
for the sake of social distancing. Please bring your workbooks!  
 NEW SERIES! When the “Genesis to Jesus” series ends, we will begin a new series called 
“The Search,” a seven-week series on searching for a relationship with the living God. This 
will begin on Tues., Sept. 29 and will conclude before Thanksgiving at 6:30pm at the Parish 
Center. A light snack will be served. 

And… Praise and Worship 
 PRAISE AND WORSHIP gatherings bring folks together to sing praises to the Lord in 
contemporary musical styles outside the sacred worship music of the Holy Mass. In 
September, all are welcome on Fri., Sept. 18 to gather at 7pm around the bonfire at Lorri and 
Tim McConnell’s farm on Sandborn Rd. for singing and enjoying cider and s’mores.  

Spread the Word: Adoption 
Catholic Social Services of Washtenaw County (CSSW) is seeking prospective adoptive parents 
for newborns. Adoptions are up and families are needed! Adoption services are offered to 
families of any religious affiliation and who are committed to an open adoption. For more 
information, please visit: csswashtenaw.org/family-children/adoption/newborn-adoption/  

The Catholic Biblical School of Michigan: Bringing the Bible to Life 
Ever wonder about the Biblical roots of our faith? Or what the ancient wisdom of Scriptures has to 
say about living as a disciple in our world? Start a journey through the Bible, guided by teachers 
with the Catholic Biblical School of Michigan’s new classes starting in September at St. Andrew/
Saline (Thursday evenings), Queen of the Miraculous Medal/Jackson (Monday evenings), and 
online (any day/time). Through donations, CBSM is accessible to all with 100% of requests for 
financial aid granted. Learn more with an on-site or virtual Open House Info Night. Register for a 
class by Fri., Sept. 4. Visit cbsmich.org/join – or – contact info@cbsmich.org or 586-438-3085.  

Have you ever come to Exposition and Adoration?  
On Sept. 4, First Friday, we will once again have the opportunity to experience a special, deep 
intimacy with our Lord Jesus Christ when the Blessed Sacrament, His Real Presence, is before us on 
the altar from 9:00am until 10:00pm. The church is deeply quiet. Private. It is a time to share with 
Jesus all our hopes, sorrows, needs, fears, everything! Come experience time alone with Jesus.  

PARISH NEWS EVENTS & ACTIVITIES, IN THE PARISH 
AND IN THE AREA 

 Please Pray for… 
• Wilma Lentz 
• The family of 

+Charlie 
Green 

• Tom Burch 
• Leon Ball 
• Paula Saft 
• Aimee 

Simpson  

• Carrie 
Warner  

• Andrea 
Mendoza 

• Tom Kladzyk 
• Connie and 

Frank 
Stancato 

• Duane 
Beuerle 

…and for the repose of the soul of 
 Jerry Warner 
 Veronica Kastl 
 Charlie Green  

!Birthday Blessings  
Aug. 23 … ... Mary Cousino 
 …Howard Remski 
Aug. 24… .... Bruce Dettloff 
Aug. 25 … ... Lisa Dobis 
 …Melanie Woods 
Aug. 26 … ... Maureen Doyle 
Aug. 27… .... Mark Nashif 

In loving memory of +Klara (her 
sister) & +Gerlinde (her friend)  

(INGE RONCOLI)  

To request a Mass or to reserve 
a Sanctuary Lamp or Altar 
Flowers OR prayers for the 

Prayer Tree, please contact the 
Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 
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Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 Office: 734.475.9600
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: jjklink@comcast.net
 Website: www.jeffklink.org

A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553
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