
Peter thought his human wisdom was 
needed to correct Jesus. That is because we 
don’t understand the things of God, but we 
understand the things of men. And one thing we 
have to learn in the spiritual maturing process is 
that God does things in ways that we really 
can’t quite understand in human wisdom. 

I think about David who, in 2 Samuel 7, was 
refused the privilege of building the temple 
because he was a man with bloody hands. And 
when God took away from him the purpose and 
plan he had in his heart, David finally 
understood how much greater God’s plan 
was. And he said to God, “You don’t do things 
the way men do, do you, God?” That’s a 
profound lesson. 

And perhaps the most powerful of all 
passages in regard to this comes from the lips of 
Isaiah as he speaks on behalf of God and says 
these profound words in Is 55:8 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,  

neither are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. 

Men don’t think like God. That’s 
why Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done” 
– because we don’t know God’s 
purposes in our humanness. 

Peter’s objection to Jesus 

prediction of His death is because he is like all 
the rest of the Jews of whom Paul says in 1 Cor 
1:23 that the cross is “a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles.” Having a King and 
Messiah who is murdered was unimaginable. 
And because their understanding was so 
incomplete, Jesus reminds them in Mt 16:20 
not to tell anyone until they get it straight. And 
that doesn’t happen until after the resurrection. 

Peter had a power-glory-majesty Messianic 
view. Jesus had a suffering-pain-be killed and 
rise from the dead view. The things of men are 
set against the things of God. And He gives 
lesson after lesson as recorded Mt 17 and 20 on 
how He is going to establish the kingdom 
through His death and resurrection. I am sure 
He has talked it more than what is recorded in 
this Gospel. 

So, the Lord was teaching them, unfolding 
lessons which they would not fully understand 
until the Holy Spirit came on the day of 
Pentecost. Then all of a sudden, when the 

Spirit of God came, the lights went on, 
and all these lessons and their 

meaning became real to them. 
Now, as we look at the divine 

plan, it has four stages. 
First in 
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The Entire Point of this Life  
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

I n today’s Gospel, after Peter’s great confession of Faith, Jesus takes his disciples by surprise, 
announcing that he “must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests, 

and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised” (Matthew 16:21). He will tell this to the 
disciples over and over, because they are simply unable to grasp what He is saying. Not until they 
see the Resurrected Christ will the truth begin to break through their prior understanding. 
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St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ Aug. 30-Sept. 6, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. AUGUST 29 Memorial: The Passion of 
 Saint John the Baptist  

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front 
porch] 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 22nd Sunday 
in Ordinary Time:  Margaret 
Primeau [Jim & Ella Landini]  

SUN. AUGUST 30 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: For the people  
 10:30am MASS:  Veronica Kastl          

[Jim and Marja Warner] 

MON. AUGUST 31 Weekday  
 NO MASS in Manchester during the summer 

 

TUES. SEPT. 1  Weekday 

 8:30am MASS:  Jerry Warner           
[Bill & Astrida Punches] 

WED. SEPT. 2 Weekday  
 8:30am MASS:  Ron Sangster           

[Bill & Astrida Punches] 
4:00pm Staff Meeting / FFH 
7:00pm Parish Pastoral Council meeting / FFH 

THUR. SEPT. 3 Memorial: St. Gregory the Great  
 8:30am MASS:  Douglas Muldoon           

[John & Tina Doyle and Family] 

FRI. SEPT. 4 Weekday  
 8:30am FIRST FRIDAY MASS:                    

 Bob Laskowski [Kathy Huber Family] 
9:00am–10:00pm Exposition and Adoration 

SAT. SEPT. 5 Weekday (opt mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)  
 8:30am FIRST SATURDAY MASS:  Evan Piontek, a 

son of friends of Tim & Kim Gouwens [Tim & 
Kim Gouwens] 

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front porch] 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 23rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time:  Bishop Kenneth J. Povish, 
third bishop of the Diocese of Lansing 

SUN. SEPT. 6 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: For the people  
 10:30am MASS:  Karen (Frey) Smith  

[Anita Greca]        

Altar Flowers for the 
week of Sunday, 
August 30th… 

1 Cor 1:26-31 • Mk 6:17-29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jer 20:7-9 
Rom 12:1-2 
Mt 16:21-27 
 
 

1 Cor 2:1-5 
Lk 4:16-30 
 
 
1 Cor 2:10b-16 
Lk 4:31-37 
 
 

1 Cor 3:1-9 
Lk 4:38-44 
 
 
 
 

1 Cor 3:18-23 
Lk 5:1-11 
 
 

1 Cor 4:1-5 
Lk 5:33-39 
 
 
  

1 Cor 4:6b-15 
Lk 6:1-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ez 33:7-9 
Rom 13:8-10 
Mt 18:15-20 

Mt 16:21, He must go to Jerusalem. That’s a must. There is a 
proverb “All roads lead to Jerusalem.” He had to go to the city of 
sacrifices. He had to be the Passover Lamb. He would go and 
offer Himself. As He said in John 10:18, “No man takes my life 
from me, I lay it down of myself.” 

Second phase of God’s plan was to suffer many things from 
the elders, chief priests, and scribes. Those three groups of people 
constituted the Sanhedrin which was the ruling tribunal in Israel. 

Thirdly, to Peter’s protest Jesus said: “Get behind Me, Satan, 
you are an offense to Me” (Mt 16:23). The plan of God is counter 
to the presumption of Peter who doesn’t want the Lord to die, 
doesn’t want the Lord to have pain.  

Most probably Satan was using Peter to tempt Jesus to turn 
around from His mission, trying to distract Jesus under the 
disguise of a concerned friend wanting him to go easy with His 
Call. But Jesus had a clear sense of God’s call for His life, and 
therefore, He was able to withstand the Devil’s distraction.  

Satan had infiltrated Peter’s thinking so that he was articulating 
the thing that Satan was continually articulating: trying to get 
Jesus to avoid the cross. What does this say to us? Most of the 
time all we want is to eliminate the present pain; all we can see is 
present darkness, present suffering. God sees future glory. 

Dear brothers and sisters, the first thing this Gospel passage is 
teaching is the Call of the Church to withstand the devil’s 
distraction and have a clear sense of God’s Mission. When the 
Church undertakes the Call to do God’s mission, there will be 
distractions and adversity on the way. It was the cross that defined 
the Call of Christ, and it is the cross that defines the call of the 
Church. To tell about Jesus without the Cross is to betray Him 
with a kiss. It is not truthful about the Gospel.  

Secondly, when Jesus says that we, the Church, need to deny 
ourselves, He is not saying we need to create scarcity and pain 
for ourselves. Rather to deny ourselves is to be prepared to let go 
of anything that competes with His kingdom principles. 

Thirdly, to carry the cross means to be prepared to obey 
God’s Word no matter the consequences.  

Fourthly, the call of the Church is to look forward to eternal 
rewards. Jesus’ point was profound: If we spend all our energy to 
save our life now with no commitment to God, we will lose the 
entire point of this life, which is about investing now for the life 
to come.    

In Thanksgiving for our  
St. Mary's Family   

(JOHN & TINA DOYLE AND FAMILY)  

EXPOSITION & ADORATION  
of the  

MOST BLESSED 
SACRAMENT 

FRI., SEPTEMBER 4 
Following morning Mass 

until Benediction at 10:00pm 
Praestet fides supplementum / Sensuum defectui.  

Faith for all defects supplying / Where the feeble senses fail. 

FIRST 
FRIDAY 

Come spend 
time  

with Jesus! 

ST. MARY’S SUPPORT OF THE 2020 DSA  
Our parish goal is: $27,30600 

As of August 24th…  
69 PARISH FAMILIES have supported DSA  with $23,62700 

We are at 87% of our parish goal!  (still needed: $3,679) 
You are needed! Won’t you do your share? 

!Happy the one who trusts in the Lord  
Proverbs 16:20 
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  
Sunday, August 16, 2020 

Sunday Env (44)  ............... $ 2,944.00 
Welcome & Loose  .............. $ 113.00 
Assumpt of the BVM (15)  ... $ 365.00 
E-Giving (3)  ....................... $ 220.34 
Combined toward budget:  $ 3,642.34 
Budget goal:  .................... $ 5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  ......  – $ 1,657.66 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint env (2)  ............. $ 35.00 
Poor Box  ............................... $ 10.00   

 Votive candles  .................. $ 43.00 

1) For the repose of the soul of 
+Jerry Warner  
 (Inge & Pete Roncoli)  

2) In loving remembrance of 
my brother +Rodney on the 
10th anniversary of his death.
 (His sister Donna Hnizdor)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 
are burning this week for 
the following intentions: 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK… 

What is RCIA? Who Is it for? When is it held? 
“RCIA” stands for “Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults,” and it is the usual path people follow 
who are thinking of entering into communion with the Catholic Church, or just want to 
investigate the possibility. Each year our parish offers this opportunity, and those who have taken 
this journey testify to the value and blessings of the sessions that typically begin in the fall and 
culminate at Easter Vigil. If you or anyone you know may be interested or want more information 
about this, please contact Dcn. Dennis either  by email (waltersdennis1940@gmail.com) or by 
phone (734-761-3163) and leave a message if no one answers.  The schedule will be announced.  

Religious Education  Youth Group  Confirmation 
 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES will begin on Mon., Sept. 14 in-person at the Parish 
Center. Classes will begin at 3:30pm. 
 YOUTH GROUP will also begin that day. More details to follow regarding times and location. 
 CONFIRMATION preparation sessions will begin Wed., Sept. 16. If you have not yet been 
confirmed, please email Lynn at Waldecker.L@gmail.com for more details. 

Bible Study  Adult Faith Formation 
 BIBLE STUDY: There are two sessions remaining in the“Genesis to Jesus” Bible Study begun 
last year and interrupted by covid. And again, there are two options for sessions to attend. 
Lynn Waldecker leads the afternoon sessions on Mon, Sept. 14 and 21 at 1:00pm (after the 
noon Mass). Dcn. Dennis leads the evening sessions on Tues., Sept. 15 and 22 at 7:00pm. 
BOTH will meet at the Parish Center. Please bring your workbooks!  
 NEW SERIES! On Tues., Sept. 29 we will begin “The Search,” a series of seven weekly 
Tuesday meetings that explore the search for a relationship with the living God. At the Parish 
Center, beginning at 6:30pm. A light snack will be served. 

Praise and Worship 
Join fellow parishioners and friends singing praises to the Lord in contemporary musical styles. 
All are welcome on Fri., Sept. 18 to gather at 7pm around the bonfire at Lorri and Tim 
McConnell’s farm on Sandborn Rd. for singing – and enjoying cider and s’mores. 

Assist the Bishop… 
On May 6, Bishop Earl Boyea re-established a Diocesan Commission for Catholic Social 
Teaching. The Commission exists to assist him in his ministry to catechize all the baptized in the 
Diocese of Lansing on the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, advance the dignity of the 
human person and to promote the common good of society. If you are passionate about making 
Catholic Social Teaching more of a driving force in our Diocese, please call Deacon Dave 
Borzenski at (517) 331-5765. WE REALLY NEED YOU! Thank you.  

Don’t Miss Exposition and Adoration this coming Friday  
On Sept. 4, First Friday, we will once again have the opportunity to experience a special, deep 
intimacy with our Lord Jesus Christ when the Blessed Sacrament, His Real Presence, is before us on 
the altar from 9:00am until 10:00pm. The church is deeply quiet. Private. It is a time to share with 
Jesus all our hopes, sorrows, needs, fears, everything! Come experience time alone with Jesus..  
***N.B. If you are a regular adorer, please let Pete Nashif know if your schedule changes. 

The Catholic Biblical School: Bringing the Bible to Life 
Start a journey through the Bible, guided by teachers with the Catholic Biblical School of 
Michigan. New classes begin in September Online, or at St. Andrew/Saline or Queen of the 
Miraculous Medal/Jackson. Learn more with an on-site or virtual Open House Info Night. Register 
by Fri., Sept. 4. Visit cbsmich.org/join – or – contact info@cbsmich.org or 586-438-3085.     

PARISH NEWS EVENTS & ACTIVITIES, IN THE PARISH 
AND IN THE AREA 

 Please Pray for… 
• Tom Burch 
• Leon Ball 
• Paula Saft 
• Aimee 

Simpson  
• Carrie 

Warner  
• Andrea 

Mendoza 
• Tom Kladzyk 

• Connie and 
Frank 
Stancato 

• Walter 
Radisovich 

• Paul Whelan 
imprisoned in 
Russia 

• Duane 
Beuerle 

…and for the repose of the soul of 
 Wilma Lentz 

!Birthday Blessings  
Aug. 30 … ... Lincoln Brothers 
 …Frank Remski 
 …Kathleen Sangster 
Sept. 2 … .... Priscilla Hale 
 …James Ritz 
Sept. 3 … .... Dominic Bargardi 
Sept. 4 … .... Timothy Miller 
 …Parker Rohwer 
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Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 Office: 734.475.9600
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: jjklink@comcast.net
 Website: www.jeffklink.org

A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

THIS SPACE IS


