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F a l l  2 0 2 0  

E 

lection Fever is in the air, 

and I certainly want to 

encourage all of you to VOTE! 

This electoral campaign has been 

enlightening and disturbing at the 

same time.  

In our democracy, elections 

reveal the priorities of the 

majority of voters and grant to 

the elected the authority to alter 

our lives by means of decisions 

about national security, the use of 

taxes, the health of the 

environment, the plight of the 

weakest among us, health care, 

the size of the national debt, and 

national defense. Our government 

has many responsibilities, but 

protecting our nation from outside 

attack is among its most basic. 

Our elected president has so 

much influence on the values of 

the gospel like the sanctity of 

human life. Over and over in our 

elections, this issue arises when 

we consider abortion, infanticide, 

euthanasia, embryonic stem-cell 

research, and the sanctity of 

marriage. 

As usual voters face a difficult 

situation in choosing what 

qualifies as a Christian 

conviction and what is a 

political decision? When political 

loyalty can so rapidly change a 

religious conviction, we know 

right away that the issue always 

was politics not religion. 

The major campaigns for the 

presidency have played loose with 

truth through the media, 

especially this year in dealing 

with the Covid-19 pandemic. Both 

of the party candidates are seeking 

political power and neither of 

these candidates is perfect. Yet 

we have to elect one according to 

our conscience. 

By Constitutional design, this is 

a nation for people of many faiths 

and for people of no faith. I 

personally know some in our St. 

Mary’s parish family with 

different political views – but we 

share the same faith in Jesus 

Christ. The First Amendment to 

the Constitution, in the Bill of 

Rights, states: 

“Congress shall make no law 

respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the 

press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the 

government for a 

redress of grievances.”  

The idea that 

Christians should 

keep their faith out of 

political life is the 

exact opposite of what 

our founders 

intended. Benjamin 

Franklin wrote: 

“Whoever shall introduce into the 

public affairs the principles of 

primitive Christianity will change 

the face of the world.” John 

Adams concurred: “Our 

Constitution was made only for a 

moral and religious people. It is 

wholly inadequate to the 

government of any other.” His 

son, John Quincy Adams 

declared: “So great is my 

veneration of the Bible, that the 

earlier my children begin to read 

it, the more confident will be my 

hope that they will prove useful 

citizens of their country and 

respectable members of society.” 

Things have changed today. 

While the oval office is not a 

strategy room for establishing any 

one religion as the official religion 

in this nation, yet presidents are 

elected for the purpose of 

establishing the common good 

among the most people possible in 

our country and abroad. We can 

be proud our nation is 

exemplary of a true 

democracy in which the 

strong care for the weak 

and the well help the 

hurting. 

We are also a country 

almost equally divided 

in holding two different 

visions of what this 

nation should be and 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Right People for the Right Reasons  
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become. Voting is a religious responsibility as well as a 

civic duty. People have given their lives for this high 

privilege. Surely they have not died in vain.  

Vote, and then wait for the outcome of counting the 

nation’s votes – and be assured that, after the election,   

God still will be sovereign, our democracy still will rest   

on a strong constitutional foundation, and we the people 

will have to do the hard work of nurturing mutual 

understanding and affecting reconciliation in a manner that 

helps heal the divides among us and enables us to speak 

again with one voice about the necessity of securing our 

nation as a place of liberty and justice for all. 

Let us not underestimate the power of your PRAYERS for 

our Nation. George Flurry wrote: “Prayer is political 

action. Prayer is social energy. Prayer is public good. …

Prayer is an act of patriotism in the largest sense of the 

word… The single most important action contributing to 

whatever health and strength there is in our land is prayer.”  

We need to pray for those who are currently in power. 

We also need to pray that God will raise up righteous 

and wise leaders for our future.  

Let us PRAY THAT GOD WILL GIVE US THE WISDOM TO 

CAST OUR VOTES FOR THE RIGHT PEOPLE, AND FOR THE 

RIGHT REASONS.  � 

—Fr. Bosco’s article: Continued from page 1 

 MASK OR NO MASK… 

 There’s a MASS for EVERYONE! 

N 

ow that we have resumed public Masses, it is important that EVERYONE BE CONFIDENT they 

can attend with causing health concerns — either for themselves or for others. And that brings us to 

the subject of “masks”!!! For some, the wearing of masks is essential for good stewardship of their health 

and the health of others. And for some, the wearing of masks is not possible, for any number of reasons. So 

to make sure EVERYONE can attend Mass, please consider these guidelines when choosing a Mass to attend: 

SATURDAY 5:00pm Vigil Mass: 

MASKS MANDATORY 

SUNDAY 8:30am Mass 

Attendees’ Discretion 

SUNDAY 10:30am Mass: 

Masks OPTIONAL 

For this Mass, the wearing of masks 

is MANDATORY. All attending 

should come with a mask or other 

face covering. There will be a few 

available if someone forgets, but 

please bring your own, and please 

do not come to this Mass is you do 

not intend to wear a mask. 

This Mass is for those who respect 

each individuals prudential 

judgment regarding the use of 

masks. Although they may have 

one need, they respect the decisions 

of others who may have reached 

different conclusions. So at this 

Mass, you can expect that some 

will wear masks and some will not. 

If you are not able to wear a mask, 

for whatever reason, this is 

definitely the best Mass for you. 

(And if you are nervous when 

others do not wear masks, please 

choose a different Mass.) Many if 

not most of those attending this 

Mass will not be wearing masks. 

So, there is a Mass for YOU! 

See you at Mass this weekend!!! 

ELECTION PRAYER 

L 

ord Jesus Christ… 

You told us to give to Caesar what 

belongs to Caesar, and to God what 

belongs to God.  

Enlighten the minds of our people in 

America.  

May we choose a President of the United 

States, and other government officials, 

according to Your Divine Will.  

Give our citizens the courage to choose 

leaders of our nation who respect… 

� the sanctity of unborn human life,  

� the sanctity of marriage,  

� the sanctity of marital relations,  

� the sanctity of the family, and  

� the sanctity of the aging.  

Grant us the wisdom to give You, what 

belongs to You, our God.  

If we do this, as a nation, we are confident 

You will give us an abundance of Your 

blessings through our elected leaders.   

Amen. 

by Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. 
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101 Parishioners 

— Dcn. Dennis Walters — 

B 

y now, all parishioners should have seen the report 

on the “Disciple Maker Index” (DMI) survey, 

which was emailed to households, printed for distribution, and 

published on the parish website. If you haven’t seen it yet, you can 

review it from the website. If you’re truly adventurous, you can 

access the survey itself (see footnote for the procedure).

1

 

As mentioned in the report, 101 parishioners responded to the 

survey, though not all respondents addressed all the questions. In 

general, the results showed a parish where belief in the 

Eucharist and the reliability of Scripture are strong, and where 

most parishioners feel that the parish helps them in their growth 

in the Catholic faith. The results also reveal at least three areas 

where the parish can help a strong faith improve: helping people in 

their willingness grow as missionary disciples, building a strong 

religious education program for both children and adults, and 

improving the effectiveness of the preaching and the music offered 

at the liturgy. 

In this article I want to comment on the first of these three areas. 

A few years ago, bishop Boyea released a pastoral letter stating 

that he wanted the diocese to move from maintenance to mission; 

that is, he wanted parishes to get past keeping the status quo intact 

and to step out as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. The purpose 

of the DMI survey was to help parishes across the Lansing diocese 

get a picture of how well they’re doing at that. It measured how 

respondents rated themselves in terms of satisfaction with their 

parish communities, their own personal growth as Catholics, the 

strength of certain core beliefs, and frequency of their participation 

in activities like sharing their personal story with others. The results 

show that St. Mary’s compares pretty well on the whole with 

other parishes our size and with the diocesan average across 

roughly sixty different categories. 

When it comes to the missionary aspects of our Catholic life, our 

parishioners’ answers to survey questions indicate that our parish 

tends toward maintenance. When asked what drives a parishioner 

to share a personal witness story, respondents report overwhelmingly 

strong personal beliefs in Church teachings, but are reluctant to take 

the step of sharing those beliefs with others. Over half are willing to 

pray with others, but only around a third get involved with sharing 

the story of Jesus or answering others’ faith-questions.  

The percentages are even lower when it comes to inviting a friend 

to Mass or even to a parish activity like the ice cream social (24% 

and 26%, respectively). It should be easy for parishioners to 

recommend the priesthood or religious life to parish teens, but the 

survey indicates that around 90% of respondents don’t.      � 

1

 To access the survey, in a browser enter sso.online.tableau.com/

public/idp/sso. For the login ID, type lansingdmi@gmail.com; use 

the password disciplemaker2020. When the survey results load, go 

to the second tab, and locate St. Mary’s parish code (3910) from 

the drop-down menu.  

Our many unique and various 

parishioners throughout the years can 

be likened to the many unique and 

various rocks that form St. Mary’s… 
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Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

by Benjamin Dahl, Music Director 

N 

ormally in the fall edition of the parish 

newsletter, I share detailed information about 

choir schedules and encourage parishioners to partake 

in these beautiful ministries. I can’t do that this year 

because of the uncertainty of this present time of 

pandemic.  

As I write this in August, choir rehearsals and choirs 

singing at Mass are most likely being pushed back till 

Advent starts. However, the current uncertainty that 

everyone is experiencing is a good opportunity to 

meditate on something that is certain: death.  

Every autumn, the Church helps us meditate on 

this sobering reality particularly when we observe the 

feast of All Souls’ Day on November 2. Death, for 

presumably all of us, is a question of when, not if –

unless we are so favored as to see in our lifetime the 

Second Coming of the Lord.  

The certainty that we will die – but uncertainty as to 

when – also applies to Christ’s Second Coming. Recall 

the part of the Nicene Creed where we profess that 

Christ will come to judge the living and the dead. We 

don’t know when He will return, but we know as a truth 

of the Faith that He will return. 

In the liturgical year, from around the time of the 

observance of the Ascension onwards, the Church’s 

readings direct us to await the Second Coming of 

Christ. The following verses are from the gospel 

passage for the 5th Sunday of Easter, a week and a half 

before Ascension Thursday: 

“In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not 

so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 

for you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, 

I will come again and will take you to myself, that 

where I am you may be also.” (Jn 14:2-3, RSV).  

According to Tim Staples, apologist for the radio 

program Catholic Answers, a Jewish bridegroom in 

the time of Jesus would first ceremonially marry his 

bride and then afterwards prepare their home 

before taking his bride into it 

and living with her. (The gospel 

of Luke refers to this practice 

when it mentions how St. Joseph 

was betrothed to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary before they lived 

together.) Christ has already 

married His Church through His 

total gift of self on the cross, and 

we are now waiting for Him to 

return and take us to the place that He has prepared 

for us. 

Near the end of the liturgical year, on the 32nd 

Sunday of Ordinary Time, we hear the parable of the 

ten virgins from Matthew 25 in which Christ also 

refers to His Second Coming. These virgins are 

awaiting the coming of the Bridegroom when they 

will enter into His marriage feast.  

Eventually, a cry goes out at midnight announcing 

that the Bridegroom has come. At this, five of the 

virgins who wisely brought extra oil to keep their 

flames alive late into the night, go into the wedding 

celebrations. The other five virgins get locked out of the 

banquet after they have to go in search of more oil to 

buy.  

Whenever I hear this parable, I am reminded of 

an American spiritual choral piece called “Keep 

Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”. (I encourage you 

to find a recording of it on YouTube. I recommend the 

version arranged by André Thomas.) The spiritual has a 

steady, simple refrain that persistently tells us three 

times, Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, finally 

ending with the admonition, The time is drawing nigh.  

As Catholics, we know that the oil we need to keep 

our faith burning till the end is the sanctifying grace of 

the sacraments. In these difficult times, I want to 

encourage all St. Mary parishioners to receive the 

sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist still 

available at our parish. We especially renew our faith 

when we worthily receive the Blessed Sacrament. In the 

re-presentation of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross in the 

Eucharist at every Mass, we anticipate the eternal 

Wedding Banquet. Without the oil of grace from the 

sacraments, we cannot sustain the faith we need to live. 

Later in this song, one hears the words Children, 

don’t get weary till your work is done. After months of 

“the new normal” of reduced human interaction due to 

pandemic precautions, one may wonder, “What is our 

work during these difficult 

times?” The Church proclaims it 

is the same as before all these 

complications arose: Keep the flame 

of faith alive within, for yourselves 

and for those whom God has 

entrusted to you, till the 

Bridegroom returns to bring you 

into the Eternal Wedding Feast.  � 
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Breaking News! 

by Betty Cummings, Archive Coordinator 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN THE MANCHESTER AREA were featured on radio 

personality Lucy Ann Lance’s radio show. It was broadcast on WLBY 1290 am on 

July 24 for a series called Washtenaw Remembered. For this series, Lucy Ann is 

concentrating on interviewing historians from churches in the County. While her interview with Betty was 

broadcast on July 24, thanks to modern technology, you can hear it on an mp3 podcast. Go to 

www.lucyannlance.com/audio/072020/washremembered.mp3 

You can also go to our Facebook page or to our website: stmarymanchester.org 

If you are NEW TO THE PARISH and would like to know a little bit  

about the history of Catholic churches in this area, you will want to listen to it.  

If you HAVE BEEN ATTENDING ST. MARY’S FOR YEARS,  

you might want to refresh your memory or learn something new.  

For instance, did you know that the first Catholic church in this area was built of logs in 1839 in Freedom 

Township by German settlers? Did you know, that there is quicksand under our church or that local farmers hauled 

1000 loads of stones to build the church? Learn about these and other interesting details about our beautiful 

fieldstone church by tuning in to the podcast.    � 

Looking  
Back 

Dear Parish Family, 

We have been through unprecedented times, and I do admire your resilience, 

your faithfulness, and your obedience to the word of God. Despite the hardship we 

all experienced due to Covid-19, you continued to support our parish family 

through your generous donations either in the collection baskets or through our 

online giving http://church.myeoffering.com/ (My E-Offering website). 

I would like to thank you very much for being the glue that keeps this family thriving, growing in faith, 

and aspiring to be an example of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are continually trying to keep the databases in the office updated and accurate. If you have any 

address, email, or phone number changes, please contact the office at 734-428-8811 or email us at 

stmarymanchesterdesk@gmail.com to update your information. 

Additionally, we are trying to keep St Mary’s family birthdays list as accurate as possible. If you notice 

any discrepancy on the birthdays listing in the bulletin, please contact the office, and we will take 

immediate action to update the information you’ve provided to us. 

A special thanks to the collection counters. Your work is very important, and I do appreciate your 

diligence, your accuracy, and your dedication to St. Mary Church. May Almighty God bless you 

abundantly for your obedience! 

For our fundraising events – Fish Fry, Ice Cream Social, 50/50 Drawings, Ice Cream Social Raffle, 

Rummage Sale – indeed it takes a village to raise a child, and it takes your help to coordinate these events 

and successfully execute them. You are all sowing seeds in Heaven through your hard work! Give 

yourselves a pat on your backs! I am cautiously optimistic that we will be able to resume all these 

activities soon (post Covid-19). 

Finally, I would love to recognize local businesses and the Knights of Columbus that are supporting 

our parish through their donations in nature and monetarily. May you be greatly rewarded for your 

kindness! 

Thank you very much for your cooperation, and as always. may God bless every single one of you for 

your obedience to His will and your continued support of St. Mary Manchester Church. 

Sylvie Strong  

From the Parish Office… 
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DID YOU KNOW that at St. Mary’s Cemetery 

there is a small Memorial Garden dedicated to the 

Unborn? Normally, it is in need of weeding and the 

bushes being trimmed – but not now. Since the onset 

of Covid-19, ELSIE O’DELL, our sexton’s wife, has 

taken it upon herself to clean up this garden that she 

lovingly calls “Babyland.” Elsie has spent most of her 

spare time pulling weeds and trimming. Bless her for 

doing all of this. As Elsie says, it is a peaceful place 

to come and just sit… and yes there is a bench. There 

is a large tree (oak I believe) that provides shade, too. 

Elsie says this was her way to keep sane during all of 

this chaos. If you know Elsie and you see her, tell her 

“Thank You,” This has turned into her special little 

corner of the world. “Thanks, Elsie! It looks 

GREAT!”  

REMEMBER, if you want to add decorations or 

plant some flowers at the cemetery, please review the 

grave decoration policies regarding what is 

acceptable and what is not. They are contained in the 

brochures that are available on the front of the small 

building at the cemetery. 

ARE YOU one of those who attend Mass every 

week, even during this difficult time? If so, have you 

thought about becoming a Lector/Reader? Or when 

we get back to “normal,” an Extraordinary Minister 

of the Eucharistic? Do you have a son or grandson – 

or even an adult male who attends 

Mass – have you suggested to them 

becoming an Altar Server? Again, when 

we get back to “normal.” There is always a 

need for more of us to become involved. If you are 

interested, you can call St. Mary’s Office at 734-428-

8811 or Astrida Punches at 734-476-9764. Astrida is 

the one who does all of the scheduling for all of the 

Masses. And when you see Astrida, tell her “Thank 

You” for doing this job. 

DO YOU HAVE a private or a special intention or 

prayer that you want to pray for in a special way? 

Have you thought about the votive candles in front of 

Our Blessed Lady or her spouse, St. Joseph? Each 

globe has a candle insert that will burn for 6 days. 

Why not offer your intention in the form of a burning 

candle? The cost of the 6-day votive candle is $4.00 

per candle. Or request a Sanctuary Lamp. These are 

the two candles that burn in red globes on the walls of 

the Sanctuary. These candles burn for 8-days and the 

cost is $12.00 for one. AND the intention for each 

sanctuary lamp is published in our weekly bulletin 

and displayed in the vestibule so the parish can pray 

with you. 

I hope that you all have had a safe summer. It has 

definitely been different. 

Until Advent…  Marja Warner • 734-428-9506  

St. Joseph Cares for our Children 

—by Kelly Flaherty— 

I 

f you are a parent like me, you are more concerned 

than ever before about sending your children out 

into the world and back to school. As I am writing this 

there is still no clear picture of what school may look 

like. Whether you send your children to public, private 

or even Catholic school, the concerns are all the same. 

Will we ever feel confident that our children will be 

safe from all evil and harm and virus while they are 

there? 

For those of us who do not have the opportunity to 

keep our children home and homeschool them, we must 

remember that even Jesus was entrusted to the care of 

another by His Father. St. Joseph was set apart as the 

foster father of the Son of God for a reason. We must 

remember that if God trusted him to care for His Son, 

we too can entrust our children to his intercession. 

As we once again put our children into the hands of 

whatever educational institutional they attend, we must 

first remember to protect them with the Holy Cloak of 

St. Joseph. Here is a prayer for you to recite to help 

lessen our fears.     >  >  >  >  >  >  > 

O 

 glorious St. Joseph, to you God committed the care of 
His only begotten Son amid the many dangers of this 

world. We come to you and ask you to take under your 
special protection the children God has given us.  

Through holy baptism they became children of God and 
members of His holy Church. We consecrate them to you 
today, that through this consecration they may 
become your foster children.  

Guard them, guide their steps in life, form their 
hearts after the hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

St. Joseph, who felt the tribulation and worry of 
a parent when the child Jesus was lost, 
protect our dear children for time and 
eternity. May you be their father and 
counsellor. Let them, like Jesus, grow in 
age as well as in wisdom and grace before 
God and men.  

Preserve them from the corruption of his 
world, and give us the grace one day to be 
united with them in Heaven forever. Amen. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATES 

by Bill Kwolek, Finance Council • August 2020  

SUMMER WAS STEADY� 

Since the beginning of July, the weekly collections 

are at 96% of our yearly goal and the average number 

of envelope donations per week has increased to 49. 

This means more parishioners are attending weekend 

Mass. St. Mary’s is holding its own. Please continue to 

be generous and encourage parishioners to return to 

Mass. The Saturday 5pm Mass is 100% masked and 

social distanced.  

The Finance Council finished the FY20/21 budget. 

Through cost cutting, a diocesan pay freeze and 

simplifying line items in the chart of accounts, we can 

remain at the $5,300/week collection target. We 

factored zero income from our usual fund raisers: Fish 

Fry, Ice Cream Social, Raffle, and Rummage Sale. It’s 

amazing how the Lord and His Mother take care of 

this parish. So thank them in your prayers. 

REALIGNMENT  

No doubt due to the Covid restrictions, the diocese 

has yet to act on their Parish Realignment research 

data regarding priest assignments, schools and 

parishes. So for now, no rescheduled meetings have 

been announced to the parishes in the Diocese of 

Lansing. This gives us more time to prove to the 

bishop that St. Mary Parish is financially healthy and 

growing spiritually.  

REMEMBER YOUR DSA CONTRIBUTION 

As of August 24, our DSA contributions were at 

87% of our $27,306 goal. 67 parishioners have 

donated, so we have $3,679 to go. We always make 

our goal, so if you haven’t yet, please donate as soon 

as possible. Our parish support of Bishop Boyea’s 

appeal is noticed in Lansing.  

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

We haven’t restarted any major projects, but we are 

keeping up appearances. Susan Fielder has landscaped 

the church and rectory gardens bordering on Wurster 

Park, The cracked & chipped sidewalks have been 

replaced, the 25yr old air conditioner in the rectory 

was replaced, and the 3rd broken window at the Parish 

Center was replaced. The old, stained ceiling tiles in 

the Parish Center main hallway and office will be 

removed and replaced with drywall in early October.  

REFLECTION 

St. Paul said to the church in Corinth: “Do not 

forget, thin sowing means thin reaping; the more you 

sow, the more you reap. Each one should give what he 

has decided in his own mind, not grudgingly or 

because he is made to, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

And there is no limit to the blessings which God can 

send you – he will make sure that you will always have 

all you need for yourselves in every possible 

circumstance, and still have something to spare for all 

sorts of good works. As scripture says: He was free in 

almsgiving, and gave to the poor: his good deeds will 

never be forgotten.”   � 

After a few months of painful absence, 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION returned in August to 

parishioners’ great joy and gratitude. We plan to continue this special devotion 

on the First Friday of every month.  

You do not need a scheduled time to visit Jesus for adoration. Please come 

by as frequently or as briefly as you are able. Unlike so many churches 

across the world right now, we are blessed to have our church open during 

business hours every day and from 9:00am to 10:00pm on First Fridays. 

During these extraordinary times, we need extraordinary grace. This 

grace will not be found on the evening news or in a Facebook argument. We must prepare ourselves for spiritual 

battle by availing ourselves of the sacraments and by an increase in prayer. Come console the heart of Jesus, 

who longs for all souls to be with Him in His presence in the Blessed Sacrament. St. Alphonsus de Liguori 

offers us this timely prayer to begin our Adoration: 

“I now speak to Thy most loving Heart with a three-fold intention: to thank Thee for the great gift of Thyself; 

to atone for all of the insults which Thy enemies heap upon Thee in this Sacrament; and to adore Thee 

wherever Thy Eucharistic Presence is dishonored or forgotten.” 

Praise God that Christ is not forgotten in our parish! A tremendous thank you to Father Bosco for his 

eagerness to bring the graces of Our Lord to as many people as possible.  

If you would like to volunteer to be either a regular or substitute adorer, please let me know as we always 

have available times. Currently our greatest need is 2:00 to 3:00pm and 5:00 to 6:00pm. 

Thank you for your consistent show of love for Christ and His people. 

Sincerely,  —Pete Nashif  

Adoration 
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ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH MISSION 
We the people of God of St. Mary Roman Catholic Parish, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, are called to continue the Mission 
of Jesus Christ. We dedicate ourselves to the personal 
responsibility of fulfilling this mission by:  

• proclaiming the good news of God’s life, love and 
mercy • seeking nourishment in God’s Word and the Most 
Blessed Sacrament • serving those in need in a spirit of 
justice and mercy, flowing from a love of Jesus • passing 
on our Catholic heritage through fellowship in the parish 
community and through worship, prayer and the guidance 
of the Bishop of Lansing, in union with the Pope, the 
Bishop of Rome. 

Responding to and relying on the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we pledge to accept and live the teaching of Jesus Christ, 
thus being living witnesses of God’s presence in the world. 

SUNDAY MASSES: 
Saturday 5pm, Sunday 
8:30am and 10:30am 

SACRAMENT OF 
PENANCE: Saturday 3:30-

4:30pm; Sundays 8-
8:15am and 10-
10:15am; First Fridays 
8-9pm; and during 
Lent, after Stations of 
the Cross 

COMMUNION at HOME 
and SACRAMENT of the 
SICK: call 428-8811 

MARRIAGE / BAPTISM: By 
appointment 
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Religious Ed and Youth Group News 

—by Sarah Cencer, St. Mary, Manchester DRE and Youth Group Coordinator 

Hello Parish Family! 

Thank you all for your love, patience, and prayers as I begin my journey 

here at St. Mary’s. I am very excited to see what happens this year in 

Religious Education, and Youth Group. I hope to learn a lot, and inspire 

many to grow in their faith. 

With that being said, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES will be held 

beginning Mon., Sept. 14 in the Parish Center from 3:30pm until 4:45pm. 

YOUTH GROUP will begin Sun., Sept. 20 after the 10:30am Mass. More 

details will be announced once the school year is underway. Thank you for 

your patience in this matter. 

Once again, I am truly looking forward to growing in faith with you all! 

God Bless. 

—Sarah Cencer • St. Mary DRE / Youth Group Coordinator 

Calling all YOUTH who have not yet been confirmed! 

Have you still not received the powerful sacrament of Confirmation? If not, 

then you are invited to be part of this year’s Confirmation Class. It will be 

an exciting and interesting series of meetings led by Lynn Waldecker and 

Gayle Antonelli that will culminate in you being “sealed with the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.” In order to make sure everything is ready for the number of 

people who will be attending, we need to hear from you ASAP. If you would like 

to be part of this group, please email Lynn at ���������	�
����	���. Then 

get ready for sacramental preparation like you may never have had before! 

Sarah and her beautiful family 

MEETING DATES 

��Sept 16, 30 

��October 7, 21, 28 

��Nov 11 

��Dec 9, 16, 30 

��Jan 13 

��Feb 17 

��March 10 

��A retreat in April, date 

to be determined 

…ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN… 

This is how it is with the kingdom of God; it is as 

if a man were to scatter seed on the land and 

would sleep and rise night and day and the seed 

would sprout and grow, he knows not how.  Of its 

own accord, the land yields fruit, first the blade, 

then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.  And 

when the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once, 

for the harvest has come. —Mark 4: 26-29  

Our beautiful  

St. Mary Gardens 


