
23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

Of Watchmen 
– Dcn. Dennis Walters – 

T wice in the book of Ezekiel, the Lord commissions the prophet as a watchman for the house 
of Israel, once to warn of the coming of judgment (Ezek 3:17-21) and again to prepare for the 

coming of salvation (Ezek 33:7-9). These two commissions are distinct, but related. 

The role of a watchman 
or sentinel for an ancient 
walled city was critical for its 
safety. As a lookout, he was 
responsible for notifying the 
keepers of the city gates of 
the approach of messengers, 
travelers, or caravans who would need to have 
the city gates opened for them. He also had to 
warn of the approach of large groups, such as 
armies, so the gates could be closed and soldiers 
be readied for an attack. The role of watchmen 
for the Temple in Jerusalem was different, but 
critical for its operation. Aside from safety 
concerns, one of their tasks was to announce the 
time at sunrise when the morning sacrifices 
could begin, and to signal the hour of the 
evening sacrifices. This role was especially 
important on Fridays, because the watchman 
announced the appearance of the first star at 
evening, to signal the beginning of the Sabbath 
rest. 

Watchmen look for signs of what’s about to 
happen. Once, when a group of Pharisees and 
Sadducees asked Jesus for a sign from heaven, 
he criticized them for being able to see signs 
predicting the weather, but not able to see the 
signs of the times. The signs he was thinking of 
were twofold. One set concerned the conditions 
that would bring about the destruction of 

Jerusalem and its Temple. 
The other signs concerned 
the parousia – the arrival – 
of the Messiah, announced in 
Old Testament prophecies, 
and Jesus’ own miracles and 
his message, signs that, as 

the watchmen for Israel, they refused to see.  
It takes no particular skill as a watchman 

to see ominous signs that indicate that a storm 
is coming toward our nation. For roughly 
seventy years, our nation has enjoyed a 
prosperity largely undisturbed by the Vietnam, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan wars. That time may be 
coming to an end. The pandemic we’re 
experiencing is only the beginning. We’re 
starting to see a level of civil unrest that goes 
deeper than the protests of previous decades. 
Our political system is deadlocked, threatening 
our democracy. Our economy is undergoing 
great stress right now, with people out of work, 
unable to consume basic goods like food and 
shelter. Traditional morality has been redefined 
by the courts to legalize behaviors previously 
thought detestable. Churches and synagogues 
are being attacked and vandalized by well-
organized mobs. The stresses bedeviling our 
nation also afflict Europe, which is undergoing 
many of the same problems. Modern watchmen, 
both Catholic and Protestant, — continued on p. 2 
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DCN. DENNIS’ ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:  
Of Watchmen  

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ Sept. 5-13, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. SEPT. 5 Weekday (opt mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)  
 8:30am FIRST SATURDAY MASS:  Evan Piontek, 

a son of friends of Tim & Kim Gouwens     
[Tim & Kim Gouwens] 

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front porch] 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 23rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time:  Bishop Kenneth J. Povish, 
third bishop of the Diocese of Lansing 

SUN. SEPT. 6 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: For the people  
 10:30am MASS:  Karen (Frey) Smith  

[Anita Greca] 

MON. SEPT. 7 Weekday  
 NO MASS in Manchester during the summer 

 

TUES. SEPT. 8  Feast: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
 8:30am MASS:  Vernie Kastl          

[Bill & Astrida Punches] 

WED. SEPT. 9 Memorial: St. Peter Claver, Priest   
 8:30am MASS:  Wilma Lentz          

[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 
THUR. SEPT. 10 Weekday  

 8:30am MASS:  Lynn Doyle          
[John & Tina Doyle & Family] 

FRI. SEPT. 11 Weekday  
 8:30am MASS:  Bob Laskowski          

[Bill & Astrida Punches] 
9:15am Intercessory Prayer Group / FFH 

SAT. SEPT. 12 Weekday (opt mem. The Most Holy Name of Mary)  

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front porch] 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 24th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time: For the people 

SUN. SEPT. 13 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: Int: John Doyle, Sr. 

(birthday) [John & Tina Doyle & Family]  
 10:30am MASS: In loving memory of        

 Joseph & + Helen Germek          
[Kathy & Martin Brogley]        

Altar Flowers for 
the week of  
Sunday, Sept. 6th 

1 Cor 4:6b-15 
Lk 6:1-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ez 33:7-9 
Rom 13:8-10 
Mt 18:15-20 
 
 
 
1 Cor 5:1-8 
Lk 6:6-11 
 
 
Mi 5:1-4a  
 (or Rom 8:28-30) 
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 (or 1:18-23) 
 
 
1 Cor 7:25-31 
Lk 6:20-26 
 
 
1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13 
Lk 6:27-38 
 
 
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27 
Lk 6:39-42 
 
 
  

1 Cor 10:14-22 • Lk 6:43-49 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 27:30–28:7 
Rom 14:7-9 
Mt 18:21-35 

sense that our world is on the verge of a hurricane of judgment and 
are calling for a time for prayer and penitence. 

At World Youth Day 2002, Pope John Paul II called for 
watchmen to look for a different set of signs. In his letter inviting the 
youth of the world to Toronto that year, he said this: 

When the light fades or vanishes altogether, we no longer 
see things as they really are. In the heart of the night we 
can feel frightened and insecure, and we impatiently await 
the coming of the light of dawn. Dear young people, it is 
up to you to be the watchmen of the morning who 
announce the coming of the sun who is the Risen Christ! 

The audience he was addressing was what we now call 
Millennials, some of whom are sitting here. The pope had some 
specific suggestions to prepare them for their role as watchmen of 
the morning. Observing that your “generation is being challenged in 
a special way to keep safe the deposit of faith,” he urged millennials 
to discover their Christian roots, learn about the Church’s history, 
deepen their knowledge of their spiritual heritage, and follow in the 
footsteps of the witnesses and teachers who have gone before them. 
In his Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte he added the call to 
personal holiness through a life of prayer, attendance at Sunday 
Eucharist, frequent use of the Sacrament of Confession, and 
listening to the Word of God.  

These activities are necessary for personal formation, but not just 
for oneself. A good watchman knows his responsibility to look 
outward, observe conditions, see trends, and sound the alert so others 
can hear. The love of Christ urges him to give voice. If you follow the 
careers of the Steve Rays, the Christopher Wests, the Chris 
Stefanicks, the Jennifer Fulwilers, and others like them, you find 
people – most of them lay men and women – who see what’s going 
on in the Church and speak about it. They don’t keep silent. They 
warn, they announce, they proclaim, they may even make themselves 
obnoxious. They demonstrate the virtue of zeal. Indeed, for some of 
them, zeal for the Lord’s house consumes them. It should consume us. 

The darker signs I mentioned earlier indicate that the light is 
fading and in some places has vanished altogether. As a culture, we 
no longer see things as they really are, so we redefine them as we’d 
like them to be. Like the night, this unreality cannot last. Pope John 
Paul II was convinced that ours is not only a time of judgment but of 
proclamation – of warning but also of announcing salvation. An old 
man himself, he looked to youth for those morning watchmen who 
awaken the Church for her morning sacrifice. Those youth are here 
among us – the millennials and the generation after them. If he were 
alive, the pope would probably say to the youth of St. Mary’s: Dear 
young people, don’t be afraid of your responsibility! Don’t be afraid 
to announce Jesus Christ! You are the watchmen of the morning!  

ST. MARY’S SUPPORT OF THE 2020 DSA  
Our parish goal is: $27,30600 

As of Aug 27th… 69 PARISH FAMILIES have 
supported DSA with $23,87700 We are at 87% of our 

parish goal!  Only $3,429 needed to meet our goal.  

!Happy the one who trusts in the Lord  
Proverbs 16:20 

Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge to the DSA. If you have 
not yet made your gift decision, please consider doing so today. 
Envelopes are available in the vestibule.  Or visit DioceseOfLansing.org. 

In loving memory of  
+Karen (Frey) Smith 

(JEFF & STEPHANIE TYLER  & FAMILY )  

Great Opportunity for College-Bound Teens… 
Attention high school seniors! Ave Maria University (near Naples, 
FL) is offering the Michigan Scholarship ($28,000 over 4 years) and 
the Michigan Homeschool Scholarship ($36,000 over 4 years) to 
local Catholic students, making an authentic Catholic education truly 
affordable. Additional institutional and federal aid are available. You 
are also invited to participate in the 2020 AMU Michigan Fly-In, 
which is a FREE college visit to AMU Thurs. Oct. 29–Sun., Nov. 1, 
including airfare, lodging, food, etc.  Limited spots available!  For 
info or to apply for the Fly-In, visit www.avemariafoundation.org   
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  
Sunday, August 23, 2020 

Sunday Env (45)  ............... $ 3,175.00 
Welcome & Loose  ................ $ 97.00 
Assumpt of the BVM (2)  ....... $ 25.00 
E-Giving (9)  ....................... $ 341.54 
Combined toward budget:  $ 3,638.54 
Budget goal:  .................... $ 5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  ......  – $ 1,661.46 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Poor Box  ............................... $ 30.00   

 Votive candles  .................. $ 15.00 

1) Evan Piontek a son of friends 
of Tim & Kim Gouwens  
 (Tim & Kim Gouwens)  

2) In loving remembrance of 
+Wilma Lentz. (Bonnie & Ed 
 Barnard and Family)  

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 
are burning this week for 
the following intentions: 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK… 

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness”… and 
“Many Hands make Light Work.” Our fellow parishioner Stephanie Beuerle, who coordinates the 
parish volunteer teams that keep the church clean, sends this simple message (and plea?): “We 
are still in need of Church and Parish cleaning help. Call Stephanie 734-368-8585.” How 
about it? Couldn’t you be on a team and help for just an hour or so a month? 

Assist the Bishop… 
On May 6, Bishop Earl Boyea re-established a Diocesan Commission for Catholic Social 
Teaching. The Commission exists to assist him in his ministry to catechize all the baptized in the 
Diocese of Lansing on the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, advance the dignity of the 
human person and to promote the common good of society. If you are passionate about making 
Catholic Social Teaching more of a driving force in our Diocese, please call Deacon Dave 
Borzenski at 517-331-5765. WE REALLY NEED YOU! Thank you.    

What is RCIA? Who Is it for? When is it held? 
“RCIA” stands for “Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults,” and it is the usual path people follow 
who are thinking of entering into communion with the Catholic Church, or just want to 
investigate the possibility. Each year our parish offers this opportunity, and those who have taken 
this journey testify to the value and blessings of the sessions that typically begin in the fall and 
culminate at Easter Vigil. If you or anyone you know may be interested or want more information 
about this, please contact Dcn. Dennis either  by email (waltersdennis1940@gmail.com) or by 
phone (734-761-3163) and leave a message if no one answers.  The schedule will be announced.  

Children and Youth Reminders… 
 Classes for RELIGIOUS EDUCATION begin on Mon., Sept. 14 at 3:30pm. If you have not 
registered your children, please do so at this time. YOUTH GROUP will begin the following 
Sunday, Sept. 20 after 10:30am Mass.  
 Any YOUTH GROUP MEMBERS OR PARISHIONERS who would like to HELP return bottles and 
cans, please email Sarah Cencer at stmarymanchesterdre@gmail.com. We have amassed quite 
a collection, and with state restrictions on returns, we could use some additional help. Thank 
you and God Bless. 
 CONFIRMATION preparation sessions will begin Wed., Sept. 16. If you have not yet been 
confirmed, please email Lynn at Waldecker.L@gmail.com for more details. 

Adult Faith Formation 
 BIBLE STUDY: There are two sessions remaining in the “Genesis to Jesus” Bible Study begun 
last year and interrupted by covid. And again, there are two options for sessions to attend: 
Lynn Waldecker leads the afternoon sessions on Mon, Sept. 14 and 21 at 1:00pm (after the 
noon Mass). Dcn. Dennis leads the evening sessions on Tues., Sept. 15 and 22 at 7:00pm. 
BOTH will meet at the Parish Center. Please bring your workbooks!  
 NEW SERIES! On Tues., Sept. 29 we will begin “The Search,” a series of seven weekly 
Tuesday meetings that explore the search for a relationship with the living God. At the Parish 
Center, beginning at 6:30pm. A light snack will be served. 

Praise and Worship 
Join fellow parishioners and friends singing praises to the Lord in contemporary musical styles. 
All are welcome on Fri., Sept. 18 to gather at 7:00pm around the bonfire at Lorri and Tim 
McConnell’s farm on Sandborn Rd. Please bring a lawn chair. 

St. Louis Center Golf Outing 
Visit stlouiscenter.org/news-events/fundraising-events/golf-glory/ for info about this Sept 14 event  

PARISH NEWS EVENTS & ACTIVITIES, IN THE PARISH 
AND IN THE AREA 

 Please Pray for… 
• Kathy Curley 

(and her 
family) 

• Walt Faubion 
• June Faubion 
• Carol 

Moretto 
• Bill Coltre 
• Tom Burch 
• Leon Ball 
• Paula Saft 
• Aimee 

Simpson  

• Carrie 
Warner  

• Andrea 
Mendoza 

• Tom Kladzyk 
• Connie and 

Frank 
Stancato 

• Walter 
Radisovich 

• Nick and 
Jenn Thomm  

• Paul Whelan 

!Birthday Blessings  
Sept. 8 … .... Megan Miller 
 …Frank Remski 
Sept. 9 … .... Cassidy Sangster 
 …Ricardo Villarreal 
Sept. 10 … .. Kay Hartman 
 …Marjorie Kuboff 
 …Jim Warner 
Sept. 11 … .. Carol Selecki 
… …Ethan Woods 
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Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 Office: 734.475.9600
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: jjklink@comcast.net
 Website: www.jeffklink.org

A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

THIS SPACE IS


