
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

The Choice Christ Made 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

F orgiveness, for Jesus, is not a quantifiable event. It is 
a quality; a way of being, a way of living, a way of 

loving, a way of relating, a way of thinking and seeing. It 
is nothing less than the way of Christ. 

If we are to 
follow Christ 
then it must 
become our 
way as well. 
“Not seven 
times, but I tell 
you, seventy-
seven 
times” (Mt 18:21-
35). We may 
ask: Does that 
mean the drunk 
driver? The 
cheating spouse? The lying 
businessman? The racist? 
The rapist? The bully? The 
abusive parent? The greedy 
corporation? Even the 
terrorists of 9/11? The 
memories, the images, the 
anger, the fear, the pain and 
losses all intersect with 
Jesus’ teaching on 
forgiveness. 

Look at your own lives, 
and you will find broken 
promises, hurt feelings, 
betrayals, harsh words, 

physical and 
emotional 
wounds. 
Every one of 
us could tell 
stories of 
being hurt or 
victimized by 
another. 
Beneath the 
pain, the 
wounds, the 
losses, and the 
memories lies 

the question of forgiveness. 
C.S. Lewis writes, 
“Everyone says forgiveness 
is a lovely idea, until there is 
something to forgive.” I 
know how hard forgiveness 
can be. Like you, I too 
struggle with it and often 
avoid it. 

Forgiveness is the only 
way forward. That does not 
mean we forget, condone, or 
approve of what was done. It 
does not mean we ignore or 
excuse — continued on p. 2 

 “Back-to-School” 
for ALL Ages  

(grow in your Faith!) 
 Anyone interested in (or just 
curious about) the Catholic faith 
is welcome at “RCIA,” a series 
of small group sessions to learn 
more. Please contact Dcn. Dennis 
by email or phone for details: 
waltersdennis1940@gmail.com 

734-761-3163 
 IN-PERSON RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION classes for Grades   
1-8 begin Mon., Sept. 14 at 
3:30pm at the Parish Center. 
 YOUTH GROUP begins Sunday, 
Sept. 20 – after 10:30am Mass.  
 CONFIRMATION preparation 
sessions begin Wed., Sept. 16. 
For more details, please email 
Lynn at Waldecker.L@gmail.com. 
 “GENESIS TO JESUS” BIBLE 
STUDY (final two sessions). Pick 
whichever meeting option works 
best for you: Mon, Sept. 14 and 
21 at 1:00pm (after the noon 
Mass) OR Tues., Sept. 15 and 22 
at 7:00pm. BOTH meet at the 
Parish Center. Please bring your 
workbooks!  
 NEW SERIES of evening sessions 
will begin Tues., Sept. 29:“The 
Search.” Seven weekly Tuesday 
meetings will explore the search 
for a relationship with the living 
God. At the Parish Center, 
beginning at 6:30pm. A light 
snack will be served.   
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Please join your fellow parishioners in helping our 
parish meet its DSA goal! As of Sept. 3 we were at 

88% of our goal (70 parish families pledged $23,927), 
meaning just $3,379 is needed to meet our goal! 

FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:  
The Choice Christ Made 

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ Sept. 12-20, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. SEPT. 12 Weekday (opt mem. The Most Holy Name of Mary)  

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front porch] 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 24th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time: For the people 

SUN. SEPT. 13 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS: INT: John Doyle, Sr. 

(birthday) [John & Tina Doyle and Family]  
 10:30am MASS: In loving memory of        

 Joseph &  Helen Germek          
[Kathy & Martin Brogley]   

MON. SEPT. 14 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
 12:10pm MASS: INT. John & MaryAnn 

Doyle’s wedding anniversary          
[John & Tina Doyle and Family] 

1:00pm Bible Study (Waldecker) / PC 
3:30pm Religious Ed classes / PC 
7:00pm K of C meeting / PC 

TUES. SEPT. 15  Memorial: Our Lady of Sorrows   
 8:30am MASS:  April Smith          

[Betty Cummings] 
7:00pm Bible Study (Dcn. Dennis) / PC 

WED. SEPT. 16 Memorial: Ss. Cornelius, Pope, and 
 Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs    

 8:30am MASS:  Gerald Damian          
[Claudia Damian] 

THUR. SEPT. 17 Weekday (opt mem. St. Robert Bellarmine, 
 Bishop and Doctor of the Church )  

 8:30am MASS:  Jerry Warner          
[Beth Ball] 

FRI. SEPT. 18 Weekday  
 8:30am MASS:  Bob Laskowski          

[John & Tina Doyle and Family] 
7:00pm Praise & Worship / McConnell home 

SAT. SEPT. 19 Weekday (opt mem. St. Januarius, Bishop and 
 Martyr ) (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)  

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front porch] 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 25th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time: For the people 

SUN. SEPT. 20 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS:  Dick Krzyzaniak 

[Krzyzaniak Family]  
 10:30am MASS:  Bob Laskowski          

[David & Dianna Roberts] 
Youth Group following 10:30am Mass          

Altar Flowers 
for the week of  
Sun, Sept. 13th 

1 Cor 10:14-22  Lk 6:43-49 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 27:30–28:7 
Rom 14:7-9 
Mt 18:21-35 
 
 
 
 
 
Nm 21:4b-9 
Phil 2:6-11 
Jn 3:13-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Cor 12:12-14,  
 27-31a  
Jn 19:25-27  
 (or Lk 2:33-35) 
 
 
 
1 Cor 12:31–13:13 
Lk 7:31-35 
 
 
 
1 Cor 15:1-11 
Lk 7:36-50 
 
 

1 Cor 15:12-20 
Lk 8:1-3 
 
 
 
  

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49 • Lk 8:4-15 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 55:6-9 
Phil 1:20c-24, 27a 
Mt 20:1-16a 

cruelty or injustice. It means we are released from them. We let 
go of the thoughts and fantasies of revenge. We look to the future 
rather than the past. We try to see and love as God sees and loves. 
Forgiveness is a way in which we align our life with God’s life. 

To withhold forgiveness is to put ourselves in the place of God, 
the ultimate judge to whom all are accountable. God’s forgiveness 
and human forgiveness are integrally related. That is more than 
apparent in today’s parable. The king forgives his slave an 
extraordinary amount. Ten thousand talents is about 3,000 years of 
work at the ordinary daily wage. It seems there is no debt too large 
to be forgiven. This man, this debtor, was forgiven. That’s what the 
kingdom of heaven is like. That’s how our God is. 

This slave, however, refused to forgive his fellow slave 100 
denarii, about three months of work at the ordinary daily wage. 
Too often that’s what our world is like. Frequently, it is how we 
are. In that refusal the forgiven slave lost his own forgiveness. 
This should not be news to us. We know it well. We acknowledge 
and pray it every Sunday, and I’ll bet most of you pray it every 
day: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.” We pray those words with ease and familiarity, but do 
we live our prayer? Do our actions support our request? 

“Not seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.” That’s a 
lot of forgiveness. Forgiving those who trespass against us is the 
salve that begins to heal our wounds. It may not change the one 
who hurt you, but I promise you this: Your life will be more alive, 
more grace-filled, more whole, more God-like for having forgiven 
another. Forgiveness creates space for new life. Forgiveness is an 
act of hopefulness and resurrection for the one who forgives. It is 
the healing of our soul and life. Forgiveness takes us out of 
darkness into light, from death to life. It is the refusal to let our 
future be determined by the past. It is the letting go of the thoughts, 
the hatred, the fear that fill us so that we might live and love again. 

So how do we begin to forgive? There is no easy road to 
forgiveness. Don’t let anyone tell you, “Just give it up to God. 
Forgive and forget.” This sort of simplistic answer only demeans 
those who suffer and pick at the wound. Forgiving another takes 
time and work. It is something we must practice every day. It 
begins with recognition and thanksgiving that we have been 
forgiven. We are the beneficiaries of the crucified one. Hanging 
between two thieves, he prayed, “Father, forgive them” (Lk 23:34). 
That is the cry of infinite forgiveness, a cry we are to echo in our 
own lives, in our families, our work places, our parishes, our day to 
day life. Sometimes, we just can’t forgive because the pain is too 
much, the wound too raw, the memories too real. But we have to 
choose to forgive because that’s the choice Christ made. 

LEONARDO DA VINCI, just before he commenced work on his 
famous painting, “The Last Supper,” had a violent argument with a 
fellow painter. Leonardo was so bitter that he determined to paint 
the face of his enemy, the other artist, into the face of Judas, and 
thus take his revenge, immortalizing the man for generations to 
come. Everything went well as he painted the upper room, the 
table, and all the different disciples around the table. But when he 
came to paint the face of Christ, he could make no progress. 
Something seemed to be baffling him, holding him back, 
frustrating his best efforts. Finally, he came to 
the conclusion that the thing frustrating him — continued on p. 3 

In honor of the upcoming 1-year 
anniversary of the marriage of 

Tyler & Katie Gouwens  
(TIM & KIM GOUWENS )  
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  
Sunday, August 30, 2020 

Sunday Env (65)  ............... $ 4,789.02 
Welcome & Loose  ................ $ 93.00 
Assumpt of the BVM (2)  ....... $ 35.00 
E-Giving (2)  ....................... $ 120.04 
Combined toward budget:  $ 5,037.06 
Budget goal:  .................... $ 5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  .........  – $ 262.94 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (6)  .................. $ 120.00 
American Evang (1)  ............... $ 10.00 
  Poor Box  ............................ $ 42.00   

1) In loving memory of  
+Wilma Lentz  
 (St. Mary Altar Society)  

2) INT: Special intentions for 
Fr. Bosco  
 (St. Mary's Parish Family)   

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 
are burning this week for 
the following intentions: 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK… 

This coming Friday: Praise and Worship! 
All are welcome to join with your fellow parishioners and friends in singing praises to the Lord in 
contemporary musical styles, this coming Fri., Sept. 18. Gather at 7:00pm around the bonfire at 
Lorri and Tim McConnell’s farm on Sandborn Rd. Please bring a lawn chair. 

Venerate the Relics of Padre Pio 
The Relics of St. Padre Pio are coming to Old St. Pat’s parish (5671 Whitmore Lake Rd, Ann 
Arbor / stpatricka2.org) on Tues., Sept 22 from 9am until a special closing Mass at 7pm in honor of 
Padre Pio. At 6pm Dcn. Gary Perrydore will present a talk entitled: “Hope in the Midst of Trial.” 
Come venerate 1st Class Relics of Padre Pio, pray in the church, learn about this great saint! 

Great Opportunity for College-Bound Teens… 
Ave Maria University (near Naples, FL) is offering the Michigan Scholarship ($28,000 over 4 
years) and the Michigan Homeschool Scholarship ($36,000 over 4 years) to local Catholic students, 
making an authentic Catholic education truly affordable. You are also invited to participate in the 
2020 AMU Michigan Fly-In, a FREE college visit to AMU Thurs. Oct. 29–Sun., Nov. 1, 
including airfare, lodging, food, etc.  Limited spots available!  For info or to apply for the Fly-In, 
visit www.avemariafoundation.org 

PARISH NEWS EVENTS & ACTIVITIES, IN THE PARISH 
AND IN THE AREA 

 Please Pray for… 
• Nick & Jenn 

Thomm 
• Kathy Curley 

(and her 
family) 

• Walt Faubion 
• June Faubion 
• Carol 

Moretto 
• Tom Burch 
• Bill Coltre 
• Leon Ball 
• Paula Saft 
• Aimee 

Simpson  

• Carrie 
Warner  

• Andrea 
Mendoza 

• Tom Kladzyk 
• Connie and 

Frank 
Stancato 

• Walter 
Radisovich 

• Paul Whelan 
• Duane 

Beuerle 
• Eddie Walz 
• Bruce 

Sommers 

!Birthday Blessings  
Sept. 14 … .. Sarah Cencer 
 …Cecilia Niehaus 
 …Melissa Yekulis 
Sept. 17 … .. Danielle Dettling 
 …Barbara Fielder 
Sept. 18 … .. Marlene Lentz 

was that he had painted the face of his enemy into the face of Judas. Leonardo picked up his 
brush, dipped it into the paint, and brushed out the face of Judas! He was then able to resume 
his work on the face of Jesus and this time was successful in capturing its holy nature and pure 
character. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we will never be good representations of Jesus until we let go 
of our unforgiveness, because unforgiveness hurts our relationship with Christ.   

Fr. Bosco’s article, continued from p. 2 — “The Choice Christ Made” 

Alpha Online: Sept. 22 – Dec. 1, 2020 
Alpha explores the basics of the Christian faith. Each session looks at a different question 
about faith, designed to create conversation. It is a safe, non-judgmental, friendly, and 
welcoming space to explore life’s big questions together. Join us for an engaging talk and 
small group conversation. This version is being offered online via Zoom from 7-8:30pm, 
sponsored by Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit. Note: Space is limited due to 
technical constraints and the number of seminarians we have on hand to animate discussion 
groups. We will contact you personally to let you know if your registration has been 
accepted or not. For more info or to register visit explore.shms.edu/alpha  

Retreat with Fr. Gallagher: “Discerning the Will of God” 
On the weekend of Sept 25-27, the Diocese of Lansing will host a virtual retreat with Fr. 
Timothy Gallagher. It will provide practical application in discernment of various life 
decisions with the foundation of Ignatian spirituality of the Discernment of Spirits. 
Attendees can tune in virtually or from the St. Francis Retreat Center (still virtual but with 
additional parts including: Mass, spiritual direction, Examen and other prayers forms, etc.). 
Visit the Diocesan website dioceseoflansing.org/event/ignatian for further details and to 
register. Cost $30 virtual only or $115 virtually while at the retreat center. 

Live Virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience 
Work weekends? Retired? Know a priest or religious who would enjoy growing in their 
vocation? Worldwide Marriage Encounter is hosting a live virtual MIDWEEK experience 
Sept. 15-16. Apply today for only $19 (priests/religious are free) at esharing.org. Need a 
weekend date? Check out wwme.org for a listing of all live virtual experiences being 
offered. Questions? Contact Andy & Jeanne Folfas at 937-886-5196.           
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Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 Office: 734.475.9600
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: jjklink@comcast.net
 Website: www.jeffklink.org

A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

THIS SPACE IS


