
27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    OCTOBER 4, 2020 

Living the Faith with Faith 
– Dcn Dennis Walters – 

W e are going through an anxious time. And surely, there’s a lot to be anxious about: the 
pandemic, economic hardship, unemployment, the political situation, race relations, 

shootings, climate change, wildfires, public health, and so on and on. You name it, people are 
anxious about it.  

Certain fears over our current situation may 
be legitimate, but psychologists are concerned 
that anxieties like these are pushing individuals 
and whole families to the brink. Insomnia – or 
what the Ann Arbor News recently called 
“coronasomnia” – is on the rise. Suicide rates 
are up. Health problems, both physical and 
mental, are proliferating. Because quarantines 
and social distancing keep us house-bound, 
incidents of domestic violence along with 
divorces have increased. Deliberately or not, 
the media seem to foment anxieties (when was 
the last news program you listened to that did 
not mention COVID death statistics?). 

Of course, there will always be opportunity to 
worry about something. When a setback affects 
you personally, such as not having enough 
money to pay the electric bill or wondering 
whether your kids are safe at school, a certain 
amount of concern is understandable. But 
worry can morph into areas that are completely 
unreasonable, even psychotic. When President 
Trump was first elected four years ago, many 
college students around the nation fretted 
publicly about finding “safe spaces.”  

Some sources of anxiety arise from causes 
related to mental health, such as chronic 
depression. I’m not here speaking about those, 
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October is the Month of the Rosary 
 Each weekend in October, come to Mass 20 minutes early to 

PRAY THE ROSARY together as a PARISH FAMILY. 
 The 3RD ANNUAL ROSARY RUN will be held Sat., Oct. 10 at 
noon. Please join fellow parishioners in a public display of 
faith. You may run or walk while reciting the Rosary.  
 Attend the “KNIGHT’S ROSARY HOUR” at the Planned 

Parenthood’ 3100 Professional Dr. in Ann Arbor each 
Saturday now through Nov. 7 from 10-11am.    
 2020 PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY RALLY at St. Francis Church 

in Ann Arbor on Sat., Oct 10 from noon-1:00pm. 
 ROSARY RALLY AT THE LANSING STATE CAPITOL on Tues., 

Oct. 13 at 3:00pm.  
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DCN DENNIS’ ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:  
Living the Faith with Faith 

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ Oct. 3-11, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. OCT. 3 Weekday (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)  
 8:30am FIRST SATURDAY MASS:                         

INT. Bill & Astrida Punches – Thank you          
[Jim & Marja Warner] 

3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front porch] 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 27th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time:  Harriet Van Riper [Alice Kidd] 

SUN. OCT. 4 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS:   Bob Laskowski [Bill & Astrida 

Punches] 
9:30-10:30am First Holy Communion class / FFH 

 10:30am MASS: For the people 
12:00 noon: Blessing of the Pets, in front of church         

MON. OCT. 5 Weekday (opt. mem. Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos)   
 12:10pm MASS:  Wilma Lentz                 

[Bill & Astrida Punches] 
Canceled today only: “The Search” (Waldecker) 
3:30-4:45pm Religious Ed classes / PC 

TUES. OCT. 6  Weekday (opt. mem. St. Bruno, Priest;)
 (opt. mem. Bl. Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin )   

 8:30am MASS:  Gerald Damian           
[Claudia Damian] 

7:00pm “The Search” (Dcn. Dennis) / FFH 

WED. OCT. 7 Memorial: Our Lady of the Rosary   
 8:30am MASS:  Veronica Kastl               

[Bill and Cindy Kemner] 
4:15pm Staff Meeting / FFH 
Parish Council meeting canceled 
Confirmation preparation class 

THUR. OCT. 8 Weekday     
 8:30am MASS:  Elizabeth “Beth” 

Carolyn Little [Sylvie & Scott Strong ] 
FRI. OCT. 9 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Denis, Bishop, and
  Companions, Martyrs) (opt. mem. John Leonardi, Priest)   

 8:30am MASS:  Joseph Fitzgerald          
[Pat Fitzgerald ] 

9:15am Intercessory Prayer Group / FFH 
SAT. OCT. 10 Weekday (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)  

Rosary Run: Start at noon in front of St. Mary’s 
3:30-4:30pm Confessions [on the rectory front porch] 

 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 28th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time: INT. Angela Doyle and Tristan 
Lee on their wedding day [John & Tina Doyle and 
Family] 

SUN. OCT. 11 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:30am MASS:  For the people 
9:30-10:30am First Holy Communion class/FFH 

 10:30am MASS: In loving memory of  Joseph 
and  Joan Germek [Kathy and Martin Brogley]  

Jb 42:1-3,  
  5-6, 12-17 
Lk 10:17-24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 5:1-7 
Phil 4:6-9 
Mt 21:33-43 
 

Gal 1:6-12 
Lk 10:25-37 
 
 
 
 
 

Gal 1:13-24 
Lk 10:38-42 
 
 
 

Gal 2:1-2, 7-14 
Lk 11:1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
Gal 3:1-5 
Lk 11:5-13 
 
 
 
Gal 3:7-14 
Lk 11:15-26 
 
 
 
Gal 3:22-29 • Lk 11:27-28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 25:6-10a 
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20 
Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 

which should be under the care of specialists in mental health 
disorders. I’m speaking about the more “garden variety” anxieties, 
things like why the washing machine broke down or the rise in 
property taxes – anxieties that force themselves on us when we feel 
out of control of our lives. 

The fact is, though, that none of us is master of his fate. Each of 
us is dealing with the consequences of decisions that we or others 
made in the past, with circumstances that develop or surprise us 
today, and with uncertainties about the future. They come at us all 
at once, sometimes singly, sometimes in groups. Perhaps we can 
control some of them – we can fix the washer – but others are 
beyond our control, like the rise in taxes. With such things, anxiety 
not only doesn’t help us; it may actually spread into other areas of 
concern, like “how safe are my savings?” 

Most of these concerns are those that everyone in the world 
shares. But there’s good news even here: our baptism has taken us 
out of the world and has transferred us into the kingdom of God. 
That transfer actually has practical consequences for those who 
take their faith seriously. It means that we are not on our own. To 
quote St. Paul: “None of us lives for himself, and none of us dies 
for himself. If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die 
for the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 
the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:7-8). In baptism we belong to Jesus. He has 
charge over us.  

Which is why Scripture can tell us not to be anxious. It provides 
several reasons why anxiety is unnecessary for a Christian. For 
example, excessive worry can stifle faith (the seeds of the word “that 
fell among thorns are those who hear [the word of God], but as they 
go on their way they are choked by the cares … of life” (Lk. 8:14)). 
Like Martha, we are concerned about many things, but only one 
thing is necessary, which is to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to him (Lk. 
10:41). Anxiety by itself solves nothing; we can’t add an inch to our 
span or life or turn a hair white or black (Mt. 6:25-34). God knows 
what we need; our only necessity in faith is to seek first the kingdom 
of God and all these things will be added to us. (Lk 12:22-31). In other 
words, we are called to live not for ourselves but for God. The result 
is a “peace that passes understanding,” one that shows itself in how 
confidently we trust in God’s nearness and his provision for us. 

So in our second reading, Paul advises us to avoid anxiety by 
rejoicing. That’s the context of this passage. A verse earlier he 
says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice…. The 
Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety at all.” To deal with anxiety, he 
advises two things. First, for whatever we need, we’re to ask for it 
with prayer and thanksgiving, as if we’d already received it. 
Second, we’re to avoid thinking of whatever most bothers or upsets 
us. Rather, we focus our attention on “whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.”  

Such trust leaves no room for us to be anxious. No fear of “the 
pestilence that stalks in darkness”; no dread of the riotous 
“destruction that wastes at noonday.” Our lives belong to God. We 
should imitate the saints in the way we live, by keeping on living 
the faith with faith. The result, Paul says, will be the peace of God 
that will keep our hearts and our minds free of worldly concerns 
and lodged in Christ Jesus.     

Pray the 
Rosary  
20 min. 
before 
weekend 
Masses. 

Pray the 
Rosary  
20 min. 
before 
weekend 
Masses. 

To Jesus through Mary  
Pray the Holy Rosary  

together as a parish family 
20 minutes before  

each of the weekend Masses in October! 
"Say the Holy Rosary. Blessed be that monotony of Hail Marys 

which purifies the monotony of your sins!”  
(ST. JOSEMARIA ESCRIVA)  
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  

Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020 
Sunday Env (49)  ............... $ 2,672.00 
Welcome & Loose  ................ $ 29.35 
E-Giving (8)  ....................... $ 295.94 
Combined toward budget:  $ 2,997.29 
Budget goal:  .................... $ 5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  ......  – $ 2,302.71 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (2)  .................... $ 45.00 
Mission Coop Appeal (8)  ... $ 310.00 
Help Spread the Faith (1)  .... $ 25.00 
  Poor Box  ............................ $ 67.00   

 Votive candles  .................. $ 16.00 

Blessing of the Pets  
Today, Sun., Oct. 4, is the day we recall and honor St. Francis of Assisi, known for his great love 
of animals and nature. And on this day, Fr. Bosco invites you to bring your pets (all kinds and all 
sizes, but of course properly leashed and controlled) to be blessed. The blessing will be at the 
front steps of the church at noon.  

A big THANK YOU… 
…to all of the ladies who have volunteered to serve, do the dishes and clean up at the Senior 
Lunches which are held at Emanuel Church on Tuesdays and Thursdays. You and your 
predecessors, many who are no longer with us, represented St. Mary’s with great dedication. I don’t 
really know when the luncheons were started, but it has been over 40 years, I think. Sadly, because 
of the lack of volunteers, St. Mary’s has had to opt out.  Again, thank you to all who have helped. 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Lamp Intentions 
Altar flowers and Sanctuary Lamps are available to reserve for special prayer intentions that will 
be published, and the whole parish will pray with you! Contact the parish office (734-428-8811). 

Time to Prepare the Cemetery for Winter 
Please remove any grave decorations from the cemetery no later than Oct. 15. Anything left after 
that day will be disposed of. Please wait until Nov. 15 to place winter decorations on the graves. 

Caring for the “least among us”… 
The Knights of Columbus Annual MI Drive (Mentally Impaired) is coming up. Next weekend, 
Oct. 9-11, Knights will be standing outside church after each Mass accepting donations for this 
worthy cause.  

Heads-Up… 
The Altar Society’s Annual Wreath Sale order forms will be in next weekend’s bulletin.  

“Magnificat” and other Vestibule Publications 
A couple of notes about the publications in the vestibule: 1) We have had to discontinue offering 
the Magnificat magazine. However, for the same cost per issue, individual subscriptions are 
available from the publisher (visit: bookstore.magnificat.net/subscription/adult). 2) There are a 
number of other fine publications, each with a payment envelope. Please take what interests you, 
and then put the payment in the envelope and return to the parish office or collection basket. 3) 
There still are a few copies of the current missalette. You are welcome to a copy at no charge. 

Job Openings… 
1) The DIOCESE OF LANSING is accepting applications for two positions that serve the parishes 
and schools throughout the ten-county diocese: Parish Auditor and Human Resources Generalist. 
For more info or to apply, visit https://www.dioceseoflansing.org/human-resources/careers  
2) The “Susan B. Anthony List” organization is hiring canvassers to conduct door-to-door 
surveys ($10-15/hr). More info from Anna (734-284-5226 or Anna@sbalistfield.org). 

Stand for Life! 
LIFE CHAIN is a peaceful, prayerful, public witness of pro-life Americans standing in 
remembrance of 61 million lives lost to abortion, praying for our nation, for people in crisis 
situations, and for an end to abortion. Please join us at the intersection of Washtenaw and Huron 
Parkway in Ann Arbor on Sun., Oct. 4 from 2:00 until 3:30pm, rain or shine. Stand up for those 
who CANNOT speak up for themselves. Family friendly signs will be provided at all 4 corners of 
the intersection. Please don’t park in the lots of open businesses. Please remember to practice 
social distancing. A limited supply of face masks will be available. A $2 donation would be 
greatly appreciated to help defray our costs. For more information contact Sandie at 734-657-
1936 or plan2pray@gmail.com.        

 Please Pray for… 
• Patrick 

Muldoon  
• Frank 

Cousino 
• Eddie Walz 
• Nick & Jenn 

Thomm 
• Kathy Curley 

(and family) 
• Tom Burch 
• Bill Coltre 
• Leon Ball 

• Paula Saft 
• Aimee 

Simpson  
• Carrie 

Warner  
• Andrea 

Mendoza 
• Connie and 

Frank 
Stancato 

• Walter 
Radisovich 

Altar Flowers for the week 
of Sunday, Oct. 4th… 
In memory of +Joseph  
and +Helen Germek 

(KATHY & MARTIN BROGLEY)  

Please advise Parish Office to add or 
remove a name from the prayer list. 

Oct. 5… ..... Orlynn Kouba 
Oct. 6 … .... James Achtenberg 
 …Carol Moretto 
Oct. 7 … .... Martin Brogley 
 …Timothy Timoszyk 
Oct. 8 … .... George Kuboff 
 …Morgan McFarland 
 …Larry McGee 
Oct. 10 … .. Daniel Burch 
 …James Sahakian 
 …Patricia Shafer 

!Birthday Blessings  
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A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

THIS SPACE IS

Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: Jeff@KlinkAssociates.com
 Website: www.KlinkandAssociates.com


