
29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    OCTOBER 18, 2020 

To Whom Do We Belong?  
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

T here is a saying “My enemy’s enemy is my friend.” That is what is happening in today’s 
Gospel (Mt 22:15-21). Pharisees and Herodians are enemies, but they have come together to face 

their common enemy: Jesus. The Pharisees were “devout” Jews. They were sworn enemies of the 
Romans and vigorously opposed Roman rule. And they stood against paying taxes to Caesar. The 
Herodians, on the other hand, were the party of that Roman stooge, Herod. They were the wealthy 
and privileged class who gladly collaborated with the enemy, helping them rule the Jews in 
exchange for status and power in society. So, they would have no problems in paying taxes to 
Caesar. The enemies of Rome and friends of Rome were united in their opposition to Jesus. 

 Jesus has been hitting pretty hard on the 
establishment, the religious leaders. It is Holy 
Week in today’s Gospel. Jesus rides into town 
and goes to the temple where he drives out the 
merchants and overthrows the money-changers’ 
tables. Then he calls everyone a bunch of thieves.  

To make matters worse, he heals the lame and 
blind. That really makes the chief priests and 
scribes angry. “Who do you think you are?” “By 
what authority are you doing these things?” they 
ask him. He doesn’t answer them. Instead he tells 
couple of stories.  

He tells them a story about tenants of a 
vineyard who steal from the landlord and 
murder his son. They realize he is not talking 
about tenants of a vineyard. He is talking about 
them. They decide to get him but are scared of the 
crowds.  

Then Jesus tells them another story. This one is 
about a wedding banquet, the kind they would 
be invited to. But the story doesn’t end the way 
they expect. One of the guests gets tied up and 
thrown into the outer darkness where there is 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

The religious leaders about whom 
Jesus is speaking plot how they can 
trap Jesus. Things are so bad that 
they bring in the Herodians as co-
conspirators. They join forces with 
the party that supports Rome’s 
domination of their own people.  
Politics, anger, and fear are a 
dangerous combination. They start 
with flattery. “We know that you are 
true, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth; and you show 
deference to — continued on p. 2 
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FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:  
To Whom Do We Belong?  

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ Oct. 17-25, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. OCT. 17 Memorial: Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop & Martyr   

3:30-4:30pm Confessions (in the church confessional) 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 29th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time:  Ted and  Esther Kuyda 
[Gerald & Mary Shaw] 

SUN. OCT. 18 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession (confessional) 

 8:30am MASS:   Wilma Lentz [Pat Fitzgerald] 
 10:30am MASS: For the people     

MON. OCT. 19 Memorial: Ss. John de Brébeuf and 
 Isaac Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs 

 12:10pm MASS:  Roger Brooks                   
[The Krzyzaniak Family] 

1:00pm “The Search” (Waldecker) / FFH 
3:30-4:45pm Religious Ed classes / PC 

TUES. OCT. 20 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Paul of the Cross, Priest)  
 8:30am MASS: INT: Cindy Roberts 

Greiner [Dee Dee & Jim Sahakian] 
7:00pm “The Search” (Dcn. Dennis) / FFH 

WED. OCT. 21 Weekday  
 8:30am MASS:  Irene Gouwens                 

[Judy Jablonsky] 

THUR. OCT. 22 Weekday (opt. mem. St. John Paul II, Pope)  
 8:30am MASS:  Wilma Lentz                 

[Bernie & Craig Coltre] 
FRI. OCT. 23 Weekday (opt. mem. St. John of Capistrano, Priest)   

 8:30am MASS:  Irene Gouwens                 
[Tim & Kim Gouwens] 

SAT. OCT. 24 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Anthony Mary Claret,
  Bishop) (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)   

3:30-4:30pm Confessions (in the church confessional) 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 30th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time:  Robert Laskowski                 
[Jim & Ella Landini] 

SUN. OCT. 25 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession (confessional) 
 8:30am MASS:  For the people 
 10:30am MASS:  Ray Wurster                       

[Dee Dee & Jim Sahakian]      

Eph 1:15-23 • Lk 12:8-12  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is 45:1, 4-6 
1 Thes 1:1-5b 
Mt 22:15-21 
 
 
 
Eph 2:1-10 
Lk 12:13-21 
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Eph 4:7-16 • Lk 13:1-9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ex 22:20-26 
1 Thes 1:5c-10 
Mt 22:34-40 

no one.” They are buttering him up; hoping Jesus will let down his 
guard. “What do you think,” they ask, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
the emperor or not?” 

I have to say that the former trial lawyer in me admires their 
question. If Jesus says yes, he risks offending and losing his 
followers and all those for whom Roman taxation is a daily 
reminder that they are dominated by a foreign power in their own 
land. If he says no, he risks being charged with insurrection and 
treason. Rome’s supporters, the Herodians, are there as witnesses. 
We’ve got to understand that this question is not about taxes, 
the government, Roman occupation of the Jews, or the separation 
of church and state. It’s about an agenda. The Pharisees and 
Herodians don’t care what the answer is. Either way they’ve got 
him. 

The questions may be different, but the Pharisaic-Herodian 
conspiracy is still a part of our world today – played out every 
time we oversimplify complex issues, categorize people we try to 
manipulate. Is homosexuality lawful? Say yes, and you will be 
labeled a liberal or a progressive who denies the authority of Holy 
Scripture. Say no, and you will be accused of being homophobic, 
prejudiced, and denying the Gospel’s message of love and 
inclusivity. 

Is abortion permissible? Say yes, and you will be seen as 
supporting the killing of babies, one who ignores the 
commandment against murder. Say no, and you contradict a 
woman’s constitutional right as determined by the Supreme Court 
of the United States. Do you support America’s wars? Say yes, 
and you have to answer for the violence, death, and destruction 
that seems so contrary to Jesus’ life and teaching. Say no, and you 
will be seen as unpatriotic and failing to support our troops.  

As we have only couple of weeks left before OUR NATIONAL 
ELECTION, we all face such questions, very often because our 
small parish itself is a combination of people who share Democrat 
and Republican political values, but we all profess our one faith in 
Jesus. In whatever form it takes, the Pharisaic-Herodian 
conspiracy is about power, manipulation, and agendas. That 
always destroys relationships and undermines faith. Sadly, that is 
all too evident today in our political and economic systems as well 
as in our churches. 

However, Jesus will not allow himself to be used, manipulated, 
or co-opted by anyone – the Pharisees, the Herodians, or us. He 
asks them whose image is on the tax coin. “The emperor’s,” they 

Pray the 
Rosary  
20 min. 
before 
weekend 
Masses. 

Pray the 
Rosary  
20 min. 
before 
weekend 
Masses. 

answer. “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” I was thinking 
of Senator Kamala Harris at the nomination hearing of Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh. She repeated one question in 
different ways, attempting to get a yes or no answer. He would answer it diplomatically rather than as yes or no. Jesus is very 
diplomatic in answering this very risky question. Jesus refuses to play the game.  

He doesn’t answer their question; at least not in the way they want. Instead he deepens the question and turns it into a 
question of faith and life. If the coin belongs to the emperor then the human being belongs to God. Each has been marked 
with the image of its owner. We have been coined in the image of God. We have been “sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism 
and marked as Christ’s own forever.” 

Dear brothers and sisters, the key is knowing to whom we belong. It’s an answer that cannot be told or taught, only 
experienced and learned. Faithfulness is more about struggle and practice than it is the answer. It is done at the depths of our 
image. Get the image right and most everything else will follow.  

“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” Jesus is not separating 
the secular and the sacred, spirit and matter, divine and human. He is inviting us to hold them in tension; to unite the two and in 
so doing become the currency of God’s life in the world.     
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  

Sunday, Oct. 4, 2020 
Sunday Env (39)  ............... $ 5,166.02 
Welcome & Loose  ..................  55.14 
E-Giving (9)  .........................  395.76 
Combined toward budget:  $ 5,616.92 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt ABOVE goal:  ..........  + $ 316.92 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (9)  .................. $ 350.00 
E-Giving Bldg/Maint (1)  ..........  50.00 
Help Spread the Faith (2)  ......  25.00 
Amer Evang Appeal (1)  .........  10.00 
E-Giving Am Ev Appeal (1)  .....  20.00 
E-Giving World Mission (1)  ....  20.00 
 Poor Box  ...............................  17.50   

 Votive candles  ....................  27.00 

Deo Gratias: We have done our part! 
Hospital ministry, catechist formation, seminarian education, natural family planning, 
evangelization initiatives, and so much more. These works of the Church are supported at the 
Diocesan level and are just some of the ways our parish is now fully sharing the load. This is to 
say: We have met our 2020 Diocesan Services Appeal parish goal!!! Thanks to the many parish 
families who so generously gave to this effort, we now join the other Diocesan parishes in 
supporting these services plus: campus ministries, young adult vocational formation, Hispanic 
ministries, jail ministry, and dozens more! Thanks be to GOD! 

Reminder about Confession… 
Because the weather has been getting cooler, Fr. Bosco has begun hearing confessions in the 
confessional at the usual times – with the door open, a noise canceling machine, and masks 
required. If you are not able to wear a mask, he will hear your confession after Mass in the altar 
server sacristy or by appointment. 

October is the Month of the Rosary  
EACH WEEKEND IN OCTOBER, come to Mass 20 minutes early to Pray the Rosary together as a 
Parish Family. 
Attend the “KNIGHT’S ROSARY HOUR” at the Planned Parenthood’ 3100 Professional Dr. in 
Ann Arbor each Saturday now through Nov. 7 from 10-11am.   .  

Ignatian Weekend Retreat: Oct. 30 – Nov. 1 
St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt is hosting a silent Ignatian retreat for men and women 

built around the elements of Lectio Divina and the Examen prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The 
Examen is a technique of prayerful reflection on the events your day in order to discern God’s 
direction for you. On this retreat, you will review your life from a prayerful, God-Centered 
perspective.  

Fr. David Rosenberg, director of St. Francis Retreat Center (www.stfrancis.ws), will be the 
Rector for this retreat. It begins with registration at 6:00pm on Fri., Oct. 30. The opening session 
will consist of orientation and an introduction to the rest of the weekend.  

The suggested donation is $185 per person, this includes all meals, materials, lodging, and 
spiritual direction. Register by Fri., Oct. 23 at:  form.jotform.com/200483403103944 

Employment Opportunity 
Old St. Patrick’s, near Ann Arbor, is seeking a part-time organist/accompanist to play weekend 
Masses, occasional funerals, and weddings. Sufficient organ skills required, familiarity with the 
Church’s tradition of sacred music preferred. The organist will accompany 4pm Saturday, 8am 
and 10:30am Sunday Mass with choir, as well as once a month EF Latin Mass. Position is 
salaried and begins November, 2020. Please email resumes to: twasilewski@stpatricka2.org   

 Please Pray for… 
• Julia Nashif 
• The parents 

of Anna 
Vardigan 

• Pam (friend 
of Susan 
Fielder) 

• Tom Burch 
• Greg Damian 
• Ruth (friend 

of Claudia 
Damian) 

• Paula Saft  
• Patrick 

Muldoon  
• Eddie Walz 
• Frank 

Cousino 
• Nick & Jenn 

Thomm 
• Leon Ball 
• Tom Kladzyk 
• Kathy Curley 

Please advise Parish Office to add or 
remove a name from the prayer list. 

Oct. 19… ... Paul Gross 
Oct. 21 … .. Giuliana Brothers 
 …Cyprian Dahl 
Oct. 22 … .. Sarah Laskowski 
 …Andrew Nashif 

!Birthday Blessings  

1) For the repose of the soul of  
 Irene Gouwens  

 (Jim & Marja Warner)  
2) For the repose of the soul of  

 Irene Gouwens  
 (Kim & Tim Gouwens 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 
are burning this week for 
the following intentions: 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK… 

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
  

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian of the Week 
Dcn. Miguel Colunga 
St Thomas Aquinas/St John, East Lansing 

Dominican Sisters of Mary,  
       Mother of the Eucharist 

Sr. Chiara Luce Spankie  

H eavenly Father, we give You 
thanks and praise for Your 

Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy 
Spirit to inspire holy, faithful men to minister as 
priests. Lord, we pray for Your grace to 
encourage and support our seminarians as they 
endeavor to become priests. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

H eavenly Father, we give You 
thanks and praise for Your 

Son, Jesus Christ.  Send your Holy 
Spirit to inspire holy, faithful women to 
become Brides of Christ and serve Your 
people.  Lord, we pray that Your grace and 
love be enough for this woman in discernment 
of consecrated life. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.  

…and for the repose of the soul of 
 Irene Gouwens 
 Anna Vardigan  
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A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

THIS SPACE IS

Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: Jeff@KlinkAssociates.com
 Website: www.KlinkandAssociates.com

BOYCE
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

In Business Since 1977
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

(Sales & Service)
 19215 Williamsville Rd. • Gregory, MI
 (734) 498-3308 (Still a local call)
 Scott Boyce
 Licensed & Insured


