
30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    OCTOBER 25, 2020 

Golden Chains 
– Fr. Bosco Padamattummal – 

T here is a legend handed down from the early Church about John, the beloved disciple of Jesus, 
It was only John among the twelve apostles who lived into old age. In his later years, not only 

his body but also his eyesight, and in some sense his mind began to fail him. Eventually, according 
to the legend, John came to the point that he could only speak five words, one sentence, which he 
would repeat over and over. 

You can imagine the high regard in which the 
early Church must have held the last surviving 
apostle of Jesus. The legend says that every 
Lord’s Day, John would 
be carried into the midst 
of the congregation that 
had assembled for worship 
in the Church at Ephesus 
where John spent the last 
years of his life. Total 
silence would fall over the 
congregation, even though 
they already knew what 
John was going to say. 
Then the old man would 
speak the words: “My children, love one another.” 

Over and over, he would repeat them until he 
grew tired from talking. They listened as John 
preached his five-word sermon over and over: 
“My children, love one another.” 

Jesus gave this message in Passion Week before 
the Friday when Jesus was to be crucified. He had 
entered the city and been hailed as the Messiah, 
the deliverer of the nation from Roman bondage, 
the One who would come to set Israel free, the 
One who would come and make all things right. 
They hoped, they wishfully believed, that He 
indeed would be that Messiah.  

But rather than attacking the Romans, as they 
thought He might, he attacked them. At the very 
heart of their nation. On Monday of Holy Week, 

He attacked their false 
religious system and 
cleansed the temple. 
Then later He returned to 
the temple and spent the 
day teaching there and 
preaching the gospel of 
the Kingdom. Alongside 
of these events in the life 
of our Lord, there had 
been mounting and 
rising animosity, hatred, 

and venom among the religious leaders. Scripture 
says they already were plotting His murder. Here 
was the man who contradicted their teaching, 
who gained a greater hearing than they had, and 
who could do things they couldn’t even imagine 
doing – and they wanted Him dead. He was a 
threat to their position. He was a threat to their 
popularity. He was a threat to their doctrine. And 
when He came into the city of Jerusalem, He was 
hailed as Messiah and the people were flocking 
after Him. 

But it wasn’t an easy thing to eliminate Him 
because people liked him, so — continued on p. 2 



p. 2  •  October 25, 2020  30th Sunday in Ordinary Time  St. Mary Catholic Church, Manchester, MI 

FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:  
Golden Chains 

St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar ◆ Oct. 24-Nov. 1, 2020 
Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities 

SAT. OCT. 24 Weekday (opt. mem. St. Anthony Mary Claret,
  Bishop) (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)   

3:30-4:30pm Confessions (in the church confessional) 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the 30th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time:  Robert Laskowski                 
[Jim & Ella Landini] 

SUN. OCT. 25 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession (confessional) 

 8:30am MASS:  For the people 
 10:30am MASS:  Ray Wurster                       

[Dee Dee & Jim Sahakian]     
MON. OCT. 26 Weekday 

 12:10pm MASS:  Irene Gouwens             
[Bill & Astrida Punches] 

1:00pm “The Search” (Waldecker) / FFH 
3:30-4:45pm Religious Ed classes / PC 

TUES. OCT. 27 Weekday  
 8:30am MASS:  Michelle Rice                           

[Frank & Cindy Remski and Family] 
7:00pm “The Search” (Dcn. Dennis) / FFH 

WED. OCT. 28 Feast: Ss. Simon and Jude, Apostles  
 8:30am MASS:  Wilma Lentz           

[Bernie & Craig Coltre] 
7:00pm Cemetery Board meeting / FFH 

THUR. OCT. 29 Weekday   
 8:30am MASS: INT: The Cencer Family                   

[Janet & Bill Shurtliff] 
FRI. OCT. 30 Weekday    

 8:30am MASS:  Irene Gouwens                       
[Frank & Cindy Remski and Family] 

SAT. OCT. 31 Weekday (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary)   

3:30-4:30pm Confessions (in the church confessional) 
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for All Saints:  Jerry 

Warner [Bill & Astrida Punches] 
SUN. NOV. 1 Solemnity of All Saints 

8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession (confessional) 
 8:30am MASS:  For the people 
 10:30am MASS:  Virginia Harman           

[Kathy & Martin Brogley]      

Eph 4:7-16  •  Lk 13:1-9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ex 22:20-26 
1 Thes 1:5c-10 
Mt 22:34-40 
 
 
Eph 4:32—5:8 
Lk 13:10-17  
 
 
 
 
Eph 5:21-33 
Lk 13:18-21  
 
 
 
Eph 2:19-22 
Lk 6:12-16  
 
 
 

Eph 6:10-20 
Lk 13:31-35  
 
 
Phil 1:1-11 
Lk 14:1-6  
 
 
Phil 1:18b-26 • Lk 14:1, 7-11  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14 
1 Jn 3:1-3 
Mt 5:1-12a  

they attempted to make Him look bad – with Rome and with 
His own people. They confronted Him with a series of 
questions, questions designed to discredit Him. They believed 
He would be forced to answer them in such a way that He 
would find Himself in a difficult position either with Rome or 
with the Jews.  

They asked Him whether or not they should pay taxes to 
Caesar. That was a POLITICAL QUESTION, When that failed, 
they asked a second question (Mt 22:23), about His view on 
resurrection, a THEOLOGICAL QUESTION of their major 
doctrine. Another failed attempt. Then they come with a third 
question, with a spiritual dimension. This we heard in 
today’s Gospel (Mt 22:36): “Teacher, which commandment in 
the law is the greatest?”  

In the Gospel today, Jesus combines the commandment to 
love God with the commandment to love one’s neighbor, 
giving it as the one Commandment of supreme importance 
in Christian life. They had hoped to get Jesus to say 
something that superseded Mosaic authority. Then He would 
be a blasphemer, discrediting Himself. He would become 
unpopular with the people who revered Moses as the greatest 
of all. Yet, this third trap also failed. Jesus told them what 
they already knew, that the number one thing is to love God 
with your whole being, your heart, your soul, and your mind. 
(Mark’s recording of this passage indicates that the Lord also 
said “your strength.”)  

The word “HEART” in the Hebrew understanding is the core 
of a person’s identity. It produces thoughts, words, actions. 
The word “SOUL” refers best to emotion. For example, in 
Matthew 26:38 it says, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful.” 
And word “MIND” has to do with moving ahead with energy. 
These are the channels for love to be perfectly balanced. It’s 
an intelligent love, it’s a feeling love, it’s a willing love, and 
it’s a serving love. It continues right out to how we act in 
our physical strength. So, our intellectual part, our emotional 
part, the part that is our will, and our physical part all come 
together to love God, to love God with our total being, all that 
we are. 

Dear brothers and sisters, it is said that Christianity isn’t 
that complicated: If you love God, you’ll do what He says. 
If you love men, you’ll do what they need. That’s all. 
Matthew 22:40 sums it up. “The whole law and the prophets 
depend on these two commandments.”  

In this we see two golden chains in the scroll of the history 
of redemption. They are inseparable. Everything God said in 
the Old Testament in included in this; everything else is just a 
definition, an extension and explanation of that. We all have 
come to the point in our life where we say, “I don’t love God 
as perfectly as I should, and I don’t love my neighbor as 
perfectly as I should.” We need to remember two things: ONE, 
we have a Savior to forgive the past; and TWO, we have Jesus 
Christ to help us in the future. Fidelity to God and charity 
toward others will challenge us into action.     

Pray the 
Rosary  
20 min. 
before 
weekend 
Masses. 

HEAVENLY FATHER, we give You thanks and praise 
for Your Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to 
inspire holy, faithful men to minister as priests. 
Lord, we pray for Your grace to encourage and 
support our seminarians as they endeavor to 
become priests. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

HEAVENLY FATHER, we give You thanks and praise 
for Your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to 
inspire holy, faithful women to become Brides of 
Christ and serve Your people. Lord, we pray that 
Your grace and love be enough for this woman in 
discernment of consecrated life. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

Dcn. Mark Martin 
St. Anthony of  

Padua, Hillsdale 
Diocese of Lansing Seminarian of the Week 

Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist 
Sr. Sophia Ruiz  
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NEED HELP? An “AA” group 
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at 

Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St. 
(next door to St Mary’s) 

NEED HELP?  
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Call (800) 57WOMAN (800-579-6626)  – 

OR – Text for Help:  
“HELPLINE” to 313131  

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL  
(post-abortion reconciliation  

and healing) Call the confidential 
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic 
spiritual support group for those struggling 

with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is 
a separate support group for families & 

friends. For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 
517-342-2596 or email caverart@comcast.net 

0 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTION:  

Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020 
Sunday Env (49)  ............... $ 3,855.00 
Welcome & Loose  ................  187.00 
E-Giving (8)  .........................  490.94 
Combined toward budget:  $ 4,532.94 
Budget goal:  ......................  5,300.00 
Amt BELOW goal:  .........  – $ 767.06 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Bldg & Maint (6)  .................. $ 125.00 
Amer Evang Appeal (2)  .........  30.00 
World Mission Sunday (2)  .......  20.00 
 Poor Box  ...............................  38.95   

 Votive candles  ....................  48.00 

Let us help a dear Parish Family 
On Sat, Oct. 17 the Cencer family’s home in the Village caught fire, apparently due to old 

electrical wiring. (Sarah Cencer is our new director of religious education and youth ministry.) 
The house experienced serious and extensive damage. Let us take this opportunity to extend our 
help to the Cencer family! The house will need major repairs and reconstruction, and the family 
will need temporary housing as well as replacement of many household items. The Manchester 
online newspaper has a story about the fire at themanchestermirror.com/2020/10/19/attic-
fire-leaves-future-of-home-in-doubt1/   

If you are able to help in any way, e.g. housing, financial support, etc, please contact either 
Fr. Bosco, the parish office (428-8811), or the Cencer family directly. Checks can be made 
payable to and sent to St. Mary's with "Cencer family fire" on the memo line, and we will 
forward the support to Sarah. And please keep Sarah, Tim, and the children in your prayers. 

Realign Resources for Mission Meeting:  
On Thurs., Nov. 19 at 7:00pm the Diocese of Lansing “Realign Resources for Mission” 

committee will be at our parish to meet with staff and parishioners in an effort to explain the 
reason, rationale and methodology of the Realign Resources for Mission process and, most 
importantly, to listen to parishioners’ responses to the process and how it could, potentially, 
impact upon our parish positively or negatively.  

The meeting will take place in Fr. Fisher Hall and will be approximately 90 minutes long. 
The meeting will consist of two components: First, a presentation on behalf of the Realign 
Resource for Mission Committee. Second, small group discussion followed by feedback from 
parishioners on our hopes and fears for the process; what we love or feel needs to be known 
about our parish; and any specific suggestions we may have for the future of our parish or the 
future of the diocese.  

Because of covid restraints, only eight parishioners can be present for the live, in-person 
meeting. However, the meeting will be set up for Zoom so all parishioners can join in. There 
will be info on how to access the Zoom meeting in the bulletins closer to the date. And for more 
info from the Diocese about this, please visit: dioceseoflansing.org/realign-resources-for-
mission  
PLEASE NOTE: 

Let us consider and take seriously this suggestion offered by one of our fellow parishioners: 
“I believe our whole parish should pray from the heart that we be blessed by God, through the 
intercession of Our Lady of the Assumption, during the diocesan Realignment.”  

The first meeting of the New Youth Group! 
St. Mary teens are invited on Sun., Nov. 1 to gather immediately following the 10:30am Mass – 
at the Parish Center and via google meet (for those that cannot meet in person). Food will be 
provided! Come and join us for prayer and friendship. Those interested in joining by google 
meet, should contact Mrs. Cencer at stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com.  Thank you and have 
a blessed week!  

Pray the Rosary  
Attend the “KNIGHT’S ROSARY HOUR” at the Planned Parenthood’ 3100 Professional Dr. in 
Ann Arbor each Saturday now through Nov. 7 from 10-11:00am.   .  

Please help! 
Our selfless and hardworking parishioners who volunteer to be on a cleaning crew are in urgent 
need of additional help! If you are able to give a small amount of your time and energy on either 
the first week of the month (for the church) or the third week of the month (2 people for Fr. Fisher 
Hall), please contact Stephanie at 734-368-8585. It just takes a few more people to do a little, so 
that no one is stuck doing a lot! Thank you.    

 Please Pray for… 
• Andrea 

Mendoza  
• Sarah, Tim, 

Dominic, 
Anthony, and 
Molly Cencer 

• Bob Smythe 
• Dave Damian 
• Rick Zink  
• Julia Nashif 
• Pam (friend 

of Susan 
Fielder) 

• Tom Burch 
• Greg Damian 

• Paula Saft  
• Eddie Walz 
• Ruth (friend 

of Claudia 
Damian) 

• Patrick 
Muldoon  

• Frank 
Cousino 

• Nick & Jenn 
Thomm 

• Kathy Curley 
• Bill Coltre  
• Duane 

Beuerle  

To request a Mass or to reserve 
a Sanctuary Lamp or Altar 
Flowers OR prayers for the 

Prayer Tree, please contact the 
Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 

Oct. 26… ... George Daubner 
Oct. 27 … .. Megan Dobis 
Oct. 31 … .. Betty Cummings 
 …Frank Pohs 

!Birthday Blessings  

1)  Chuck Cornell  
 (Kathy Cornell)  

2) For the repose of the soul of  
 Irene Gouwens  

 (Judy Jablonski) 

The SANCTUARY LAMPS 
are burning this week for 
the following intentions: 
PLEASE PRAY THIS WEEK… 
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A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub removal/Trimming
STump grinding • inSured

MARK LASKI
734-426-8809

Catholic Parishioner

MANCHESTER 
FAMILY PRACTICE 

Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD 
122 W. Main St., Manchester 

734-428-8381 
Experience you can count on 

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
• INDUSTRIAL •

No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com 

Serving Southeastern Michigan for over 25 Years

517-423-0790 | 734-944-8005
howeplumbing@comcast.net

Proud to support St. Mary’s

 Sharon Kleinschmidt
 & Richard Kennedy,
 Owners

734-428-8836
19860 Sharon Valley Rd.

“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

500 GALLOWAY DR 
MANCHESTER, MI.

734-428-8277
www.adiskafamilydental.com

Polly’s
CountryCountry
MarketMarket
CountryCountry
MarketMarket

Serving You
 BETTER 

& Saving You
MORE

Since 1970! 

Thank You For Your Patronage!
1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY
Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com

for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

Michigan’s
Largest

Real Estate
Company

40+ Years
of Experience

Residential & Commercial

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Local Service.

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737  Fax 734-428-8215

Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net
Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life | Home | Car | Business

LA JOLLA
FINE JEWELRY

Family Owned Since 1970
 Fine Loose 
 DiamonDs & Gemstones

 JeweLry repairs,
 on premises

734-475-0717

734-662-3300 | www.RoofmanUSA.com

60 years in your town
Lifetime Guarantee 

Family Owned & OperatedContact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

THIS SPACE IS

Charles Reinhart Company Realtors
Jeff Klink, Realtor®

 Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial
 Cell: 734.260.7483
 Direct: 734.433.2186
 E-Fax: 734.669.4707 
 Email: Jeff@KlinkAssociates.com
 Website: www.KlinkandAssociates.com

BOYCE
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

In Business Since 1977
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

(Sales & Service)
 19215 Williamsville Rd. • Gregory, MI
 (734) 498-3308 (Still a local call)
 Scott Boyce
 Licensed & Insured


