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Eucharistic Adoration 
— PETE AND JENNIFER NASHIF — 

D o you struggle with adding more 
sacrifices during Lent because it 

feels penitential just getting through a 
gloomy Michigan winter? Do you long 
for more sunlight so that you will have 
the energy and happiness you vaguely 
remember having last summer? Then go 
to the source of all light, the “Light from 
Light and True God from True God” who 
humbly conceals Himself in the 
Eucharist, which is brought forth on the 
first Friday of every month between 
9:00am and 10:00pm. 

Many times we hear questions and 
concerns about monthly Adoration. Here 
are a few, but if you have an unanswered 
question, please don’t hesitate to call and 
ask. 
1. Do I have to sign up ahead of time? 

No, definitely not! We maintain a list 
of committed adorers so that we can be 
sure Jesus is never left alone, but you are 
welcome to drop in whenever you can. 
2. Do I have to stay for an entire hour? 
Can I stay the entire time? 

You are warmly encouraged to stay as 
long or as briefly as works best for you. 
Do you have a van full of children and 
are driving through town? Stop by for ten 
minutes. Are you —continued on page 3 

O n the 150th anniversary of Pope Pius IX’s 
proclamation of Saint Joseph as the “Patron 

of the Universal Church,” Pope Francis 
announced the year 2021 as the “Year of St. 
Joseph” for the Universal Church together with a 
proclamation from the Apostolic Penitentiary 
about special plenary indulgences extended to 
the elderly, the sick and the dying, from Dec. 8, 
2020, to Dec. 8, 2021.  

I would like to give a summary of the letter in the seasonal 
parish newsletter.  
 
 
In “Patris Corde,” Saint Joseph is described as “the man who goes 

unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence – an intercessor, a 
supporter and a guide in times of trouble.”  

Pope Francis says that he proclaimed this apostolic letter “to 
increase our love for the great saint, to encourage us to implore 
his intercession, and to imitate his virtues and his zeal.”  

Seven particular features of Saint Joseph are described in the 
following definitions: 1) a beloved father, 2) a tender and loving 
father, 3) an obedient father, 4) an accepting father, 5) a creatively 
courageous father, 6) a working father,  and 7) a father in the 
shadows. 

“St. Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the 
shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of 
salvation.” 

As Mary’s husband and as the guardian of the son of God, St. Joseph 
turned “his human vocation to domestic love into a superhuman 
oblation of himself, his heart and all his abilities, a love placed at 
the service of the Messiah who was growing to maturity in his 
home.”  

Despite being troubled at first by Mary’s pregnancy, Pope Francis 
added, St. Joseph was obedient to God’s will “regardless of the 
hardship involved.”  

“In every situation, Joseph declared his own ‘fiat,’ like those of 
Mary at the Annunciation and Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane,” the pope said. “All this makes 

APOSTOLIC LETTER “PATRIS CORDE”  
(WITH A FATHER’S HEART)  

OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 
— FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL — 

—continued on page 2 
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it clear that St. Joseph was called 
by God to serve the person and 
mission of Jesus directly 
through the exercise of his 
fatherhood, and that in this way, 
he cooperated in the fullness of 
time in the great mystery of 
salvation and is truly a minister of 
salvation.” 

St. Joseph’s unconditional 
acceptance of Mary and his 
decision to protect her “good 
name, her dignity and her life” 
also serves as an example for 
men today, the pope added. 
“Today, in our world where 
psychological, verbal and physical 
violence toward women is so 
evident, Joseph appears as the 
figure of a respectful and sensitive 
man,” he wrote.  

Pope Francis also highlighted St. 
Joseph’s “creative courage,” not 
only in finding a stable and making it a “welcoming 
home for the son of God (who came) into the world,” 
but also in protecting Christ from the threat posed by 
King Herod. 

“The Holy Family had to face concrete problems like 
every other family, like so many of our migrant brothers 
and sisters who, today, too, risk their lives to escape 
misfortune and hunger. In this regard, I consider St. 
Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave 
their native lands because of war, hatred, persecution 
and poverty,” the pope said.  

As a carpenter who earned “an honest living to provide for 
his family,” Christ’s earthly guardian is also an 
example for both workers and those seeking 
employment and the right to a life of dignity for 
themselves and their families. 

“In our own day, when employment has once more 
become a burning social issue, and unemployment at 
times reaches record levels even in nations that for 
decades have enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, 
there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance 
of dignified work, of which St. Joseph is an exemplary 
patron,” he said.  

Plenary Indulgences To Be Granted 
The Apostolic Penitentiary, a Vatican tribunal that deals 

with matters of conscience, also issued a decree on 
December 8, 2020 stating that plenary indulgences will 
be granted to Catholics not only through prayer and 
penance, but also through acts of justice, charity and 
piety dedicated to the foster father of Jesus.  

Among the conditions for receiving 
an indulgence are a spirit 
detached from sin, receiving 
sacramental confession as soon as 
possible, receiving Communion as 
soon as possible and praying for 
the Holy Father’s intentions. 

However, the decree also 
highlighted several ways to 
obtain the indulgence 
throughout the year, including to 
those who “meditate on the prayer 
of the ‘Our Father’ for at least 30 
minutes or take part in a spiritual 
retreat of at least one day that 
includes a meditation on St. 
Joseph.”  

As a “just man,” the document 
continued, who guarded “the 
intimate secret that lies at the 
bottom of the heart and soul,”     
St. Joseph practiced the virtue of 
justice in “full adherence to the 
divine law, which is the law of 
mercy.”  

“Therefore, those who, following the example of           
St. Joseph, will perform a corporal or spiritual work 
of mercy, will also be able to obtain the gift of the 
plenary indulgence,” it said. 

Indulgences will also be granted to families and engaged 
couples who recite the rosary together and thus 
imitate the “same climate of communion, love and 
prayer lived in the Holy Family.  

Other acts of devotion include entrusting one’s daily 
activities and prayers for dignified employment to St. 
Joseph, reciting the litany or any “legitimately 
approved” prayer to St. Joseph. 

During this time of pandemic, the Apostolic Penitentiary 
also decreed that special indulgences will be granted 
to the elderly, the sick and all those who “for 
legitimate reasons are prevented from leaving their 
home” by “reciting an act of piety in honor of St. 
Joseph and committed to fulfilling the conditions as 
soon as possible.” 

I would like to conclude this article with a prayer to St. 
Joseph from the Apostolic letter: 

“With a Father’s Heart” 

Fr. Bosco’s article “Patris Corde”  
          continued  from page 1 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, 
and defend us from every evil. Amen.    
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overwhelmed by the problems of the world? Bring a 
water bottle and your Bible and stay for three hours. 
3. What do I DO for an hour in a silent, empty 
church? Do I have to talk to Jesus the entire time? I 
don’t even talk to my spouse for an hour non-stop! 

It’s virtually impossible to do Adoration “wrong”. 
Scrolling through Facebook or playing Sudoku probably 
isn’t the best use of your time, but if doing that in the 
healing presence of Jesus is all you can manage that day, 
then come be with Him. You don’t have to DO certain 
things to be blessed by His peace and comfort. 

It can be helpful, though, to have a framework in 
mind, knowing that you can change it up as you go, 
depending on how the Spirit moves you. Maybe spend 
the first five minutes on your knees, just acclimating to 
His presence and letting go of the day’s stresses. Then 
spend 15 minutes reading the Psalms, which are 
particularly meaningful these days. The letters from the 
Apostles are also deeply encouraging and edifying. Then 
talk to Jesus for a while. “Dear Lord, thank you for 
this… I’m worried about this… I’m going to have to 
trust you about this… I remember when you did this…” 
You might be surprised at just how clearly He responds. 

Maybe you’ll want to pray a rosary or a Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy. Offer a decade or the entire litany for 
Father Bosco and his intentions. We are so blessed to 
have him and undoubtedly he could use our prayers 
more than ever. Towards the end of your time, kneel 
again in the very presence of Our Lord and thank Him 
for who He is… for His love and care… for His 

unchanging nature. Then rest 
secure in the knowledge that He 
will always work all things for 
your greatest good. 
4. Is attending Eucharistic 
Adoration safe? 
Unfortunately, complete safety is 
an illusion. Everything that we do, 
including that which brings 
meaning and joy to our lives 
comes with risks. We each have to 
conduct our own risk/benefit analysis of anything we do. 

Our First Friday time of Adoration naturally lends 
itself to being socially distanced. At any given time of 
the day, there are usually only two people in the entire 
church. As it begins in the morning and then again in the 
evening there might be a few more but it is very easy to 
be spread out amongst the pews. 
5. What if I have to leave but doing so will mean 
there are less than two people present? 

Occasionally it happens that the next person due to 
arrive does not. Adorers have fallen ill or been stuck in 
traffic or had a meeting run late. Please call the Nashif 
household if that happens. We live right across the street 
and usually can run right over. Kindly allow us five 
minutes to find our shoes and our Bibles! Our number is 
734-428-1836. 

DEAR FRIENDS, run from the wickedness of the 
days and run to the arms of Jesus. He is our refuge, 
our strength, our very present help in times of 
trouble. (PSALM 46)       

Adoration article. continued  from page 1 

W A D I N G  I N TO  S C R I P T U R E  
— BY DCN. DENNIS WALTERS — 

B ishop Boyea’s project of getting the 
diocese to read through various sections 
of the Bible in a year is a wonderful way 
of orienting people to Scripture.  

Each morning, people who subscribe 
to his initiative receive a short video 
introduction to the selected chapter, a 
download of the chapter itself, a 
commentary, and a link to other 
resources. What an easy way to 
encounter Scripture if you haven’t 
already done so! 

I first became familiar with 
Scripture as the result of a conversion 
experience. Although I had been in a 
Claretian seminary for eight years, I had 
had very little contact with the Bible 
except for “proof texts” to support a 
theological point. I had never read 
much of the Bible except for a few 
stories; in fact, I regarded Bible reading 
as a great cure for insomnia. 

That changed following a renewal of 
my Catholic —continued on page 4 
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faith in 1969. It began one day when I read the 
Jerusalem Bible’s translation of Second Corinthians 
out loud to myself as I walked across MSU’s 
campus, and realized that I understood what Paul 
was saying.  

Then, as I began to attend prayer meetings 
where Bibles were everywhere, more and more of 
Scripture came to life. In fact, my future wife gave 
me an entire Bible (Jerusalem translation again) for 
my 30th birthday. And so I set myself the goal of 
reading through the entire thing. Which did take a 
while. 

I also began to read books about the Bible, such 
as some of Scott Hahn’s popular books. During 
formation for diaconate, I took a couple of courses 
on Scripture, which gave me an overview of not only 
the books in the Bible but the major themes of the 
Old and New Testaments. 

As I established for myself a habit of daily 
prayer, the Bible came into continual use during 
prayer. Most of the time, I would read and pray over 
short passages for meditation. Occasionally, some 
passage would jump out at me in answer to a 
problem or question I had. For example, once when I 
prayed about whether to trade in my car for a newer 
model, a passage from Hebrews 13:5 came to mind: 
“Be content with what you have.” (I kept the car for 
another year, then gave it to my mother-in-law when 
she needed it.) Scripture applies in concrete ways to 
what is happening in my life. 

A project that has immersed me deeply in the 
Bible is the opportunity to write study questions 
for the Ignatius Study Bible, both the New and the 
Old Testaments. For that, I have had to read through and write questions about the excellent and informative footnotes 
written by various contributors to this project. I also have had to read each book of the Bible and ask questions to help 
readers apply texts to their lives. Ignatius Press has been publishing booklets containing one or more books of this Bible 
edition for several years. The entire New Testament is out in booklet form (with study questions) and single-volume 
form (without them). Much of the Old Testament has been published in booklet form (I just finished questions for 
Ezekiel and am currently working on some for the two books of Maccabees); the entire Old Testament should be 
published as a single volume within the next year or so. 

Many people find the Bible hard to understand, especially the Old Testament. Some background information about 
Scripture and specific books is helpful, and most modern translations have book-by-book introductions and explanatory 
footnotes. I have come to love Scripture – especially the Old Testament – and am always growing in my understanding 
of it. I know from experience what St. Jerome means by saying, “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” 

Just as swimming in the ocean can seem daunting until you actually get your feet wet, so getting familiar with 
Scripture can seem overwhelming until you take and read. The more you read, especially with expectant faith, the easier 
it gets. You can’t do yourself a greater favor this Lent than to wade into the Bible. You can start by following Bishop 
Boyea’s Year of the Bible program.     

Dcn. Dennis’ article “Wading Into Scripture "continued  from page 3 

The Bible is meant to be 
our daily bread, not cake 

for special occasions. 
(PETER KREEFT)  

The Old Testament is like a radio with its hidden 
voice announcing the One to come. The New 
Testament is like a television because the Word 
became both audible and visible.   

(ARCHBISHOP FULTON SHEEN) 

Become familiar with the Bible 
so that it can be your compass 
pointing out the road to follow. 

(POPE BENEDICT XVI) 
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WEEKLY COLLECTIONS HAVE IMPROVED 
Compared to last quarter, our weekly collections have 

rebounded from a low of 87% (–$11,000) to 96% (–$5,500) 
of our yearly goal.   

The average number of envelope donations per week 
has increased from 40 to 46. Last year we averaged around 
70/week.  

More people are attending Mass in spite of the never 
ending lockdowns.  

Our savings accounts at Comerica and the Diocese of 
Lansing have remained stable due to cost cutting and 
improved weekly donations.  

PARISH CENTER WORK 
The ugly ceiling tiles in main entry hall and the office 

were replaced with drywall, the walls were painted, a new 
coat rack was installed, and new LED lighting fixtures 
replaced the old fluorescent fixtures.  

This work was completed by Gary Davis who has 
performed many high quality jobs for St. Mary’s. Jason 
Young constructed a new cabinet to house the incoming 
services in the SE corner of the office, and the cold walls 
were insulated to prevent the water pipes from freezing.  

Check out the improvements the next time you visit the 
Parish Center.   

REALIGNMENT UPDATE 
At our RRM Zoom meeting held on Nov 19th many 

parishioners voiced their concerns about the changes that 
our parish may experience in the near future. The diocese 
also provided a survey for parishioners to explain both 
their hopes and worries. This opportunity is now closed.  

The data collected from the RRM meetings will result in 
a restructuring plan for all parishes in the diocese. The 
resulting plan will be presented to the bishop for 
discernment and implementation.  

Fr. Thelen who chairs the RRM has told the parishes, 
“We are currently reading every survey as we develop our 
proposals, which will come to you for comment, before 
going to Bishop Boyea for final consideration. The Bishop 
has also given us an extension to complete our work 
which is now due June 1, 2021.”  

Then we will know what’s in store for St. Mary’s. 

PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM (PPP) V2.0 
The federal government passed a second round of PPP 

loans which the Diocese of Lansing offered to parishes 
through the Notre Dame Federal Credit Union. As it 
turned out, we fell a bit short of qualifying.  

More to the point, if we did qualify, we decided not to 
apply. The first PPP loan sufficiently compensated for the 
reduction in weekly collections and various increased 
costs due to the pandemic. We have begun the process of 
filing for the initial PPP loan forgiveness.  

PRACTICAL ADVICE 
Politicians on both sides of the aisle have become aware 

of the influential power of silicon valley Big Tech mega-
corporations.  

If you use smart phones or computers, notice how your 
Google searches affect your browsing and emails. 
Whether you use voice or typed commands, they are 
recorded and stored by Google, Apple, Microsoft, 
Facebook, etc.  

Your private information is kept on servers and sold to 
3rd party companies and/or provided to the government 
when requested. This is a reality of life that can only be 
reduced—not eliminated.  

Making your default search engine “DuckDuckGo.com” 
will help you avoid being tracked and directed to Big 
Tech’s choice of information sources. It’s available for 
computers and smart phones. Download it for free. 

REFLECTION 
These days, we live in a blizzard of lies and are easily 

deceived by ‘truthiness.’ Lent is a time for us to double 
down in prayer and fasting.  

Draw closer to Jesus by reading Scripture and pray to 
the Holy Spirit to help us know what is truth—and what is 
not.  

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth. He will not speak 
on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come.”  

— JOHN 16:13 — 
Amen           

FINANCIAL UPDATES & SOME PRACTICAL ADVICE 
BY BILL KWOLEK, FINANCE COUNCIL — 

JANUARY 18, 2021 

New Parish Bible Study during Lent 
The three traditional Lenten disciplines are Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving. See p. 6 of this 
newsletter for Church regulations regarding fast and abstinence. And in addition to our 
support of the parish and various other charitable giving, Fr. Bosco will announce parish 
group activities for almsgiving. And here is the announcement of a special opportunity for 
prayer and study:     Beginning the week after Ash Wednesday, come learn what 
the Church teaches about “HEAVEN, HELL, ANGELS, AND DEMONS.” There will be five 
sessions, each with a video presentation by a notable priest or scholar. As in the past, you 
have a choice of sessions, either Mondays at 12:45pm (following the midday Mass) or 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm. 

Our Parish Fish Frys were 
voted “Best Fish Fry in 
the Ann Arbor area”! 
Sign-up to help OR come 
pick up a drive-thru dinner! 
The Fridays of 
Lent at the 
Parish Center! 

Lenten Fish Frys 
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T he hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
offers a wealth of theological riches when closely 

examined. Even though I played and sang it during the 
end of the Christmas season for the Baptism of the Lord,   
I hope this reflection on it will aid you to better know and 
love our Lord as our Manna in the desert particularly 
during our Lenten journey to Easter.  

The ancient Greek text, dating from at least the 3rd 
century, comes from the Liturgy of St. James used in 
Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Churches; it is specifically 
sung during the Holy Saturday morning liturgy in the 
Byzantine tradition. The text was translated into English 
verse in the 19th century by Anglican 
clergyman Gerard Moultrie and set to the 17th 
century French tune Picardy by British 
composer Ralph Vaughn Williams, which is 
how you will find it in The St. Michael 
Hymnal under number 394 there. This present 
hymn arrangement is remarkable in how well 
it artistically weds Eastern and Western 
Christian spirituality. 

Anthony Esolen in his study on great 
Catholic hymns analyses each verse of this 
“hymn that combines the motifs of Christ as 
God, Christ as the child born of Mary, and Christ as the 
gift of the Eucharist.” I highly recommend Esolen’s 
analysis of how the melody and triple end rhymes of each 
verse underscore the reality of Christ’s coming to us in the 
unspeakably amazing gift of the Eucharist at each Mass.  

According to Esolen, the second stanza “links [the 
transubstantiation of the bread and wine into the Body, 
Blood, Soul and Divinity with its lines He will give to all 
the faithful / His own self for heavenly food ] with His 
birth in Bethlehem” while also referencing the second 
“coming of Christ in His fully glory” as King of kings and 
Lord of lords. The third and fourth stanzas draw attention 
to the unending adoration of the angelic hosts both in the 
presence of the Eucharist at every Mass on earth and for 
all eternity in heaven.  

This powerful ancient hymn highlights the central 
reality of the Blessed Sacrament at every Mass, and 
therefore, I think it can help us experience a glimpse into 
eternity. It pulls back the veil of appearances, as it were. 
Our Lord, present in the Eucharist in every tabernacle in the 
world and on the altar at every Mass appears merely under 
the accidental forms of bread and wine, but His divine and 
human substance demands we look past what our physical 
eyes can see. We must see with the eyes of faith and act 
accordingly since this is the same risen and ascended Lord 
in our midst who walked on earth and suffered 
excruciatingly for us in His passion some 2000 years ago.  

May every genuflection we make when 
crossing before Him in the tabernacle and our 
silence in His Eucharistic presence before and 
after Mass attest this reality to both ourselves 
and others. And may we anticipate the 
ceaseless adoration by the angels of Our Lord 
in both the Eucharist and on His throne in 
Heaven at every Mass we are privileged to 
attend. 

On another note, I am hoping to form a 
couple small scholae, i.e. groups of singers, 
this Lent for Holy Week. Ideally, I would like 
to form a men’s schola of three to four men to 

sing for the 8:30am Palm Sunday Mass, the Good Friday 
Liturgy and one of the Easter Sunday morning Masses, 
and a small women’s schola to sing at the 10:30am Palm 
Sunday Mass, Holy Thursday and Easter Vigil Liturgies. 
Please contact me by email  

(stmarymanchesterchoir@gmail.com) 
or text or phone me at 734-428-0007 if you’d be 
interested in participating in either schola. Thank you. ♪ 
i https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Let_all_mortal_flesh_keep_silence 
ii Fr. George William Rutler, The Stories of Hymns: The History 

Behind 100 of Christianity’s Greatest Hymns, (Irondale: EWTN 
Publishing, 2016), 17. 

iii Real Music: A Guide to Timeless Hymns of the Church. 
(Charlotte: TAN Books, 2016), 43. 

iv ibid, 45 & 46.  

Keeping Silence 
— BY BENJAMIN DAHL, MUSIC DIRECTOR — 

REGULATIONS REGARDING FAST AND ABSTINENCE DURING LENT 
 Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence from meat for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are 
obligatory days of abstinence from meat. 
 For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting 
are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is 
permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that 
together are not equal to a full meal.  
 The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members of 
the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. 

Fridays of Lent at 7:30 pm 
…and 20 minutes before  

each weekend Mass. 

Journey in Prayer  
THE VIA DOLOROSA  
(THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS) 



LENT 2021 NEWSLETTER • ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH  Page 7 

LITURGIES 
Covid 19 and the mandate to wear masks has had a very 
disruptive effect on us all. Not knowing what will be the 
“norm” for the Easter season, I will include here what I 
normally would need from you, the parish. 

The Lenten season is here, along with the preparations 
for Easter, and there will be a greater need for Lectors, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers, and Ushers who will 
again be doing more. Just as with the Christmas season, 
there are a variety of liturgies that will be taking place. 
Instead of 3 lectors being needed, Palm Sunday weekend 
(March 27/28) will need 6 lectors. Remember that you 
need to check the schedules that Astrida Punches sends 
out to you to see where you are assigned to serve. Parents, 
please tell you sons who are servers that what they are 
doing is very important to Fr. Bosco and St. Mary’s. 

I again will be seeking 14 ladies/teen age girls to be 
candle bearers and 12 men for the foot washing ceremony. 
If you would like to volunteer, please call me at 734-428-
9506 for the Holy Thursday Mass on April 1 at 7:30pm. If 
you are interested in doing this, please contact me as soon 
as possible. Again, I truly appreciate all that you do. 

As I began, all of this is in limbo, so to speak; and so 

this is just a heads up. Thank you for 
making yourselves available to help     
Fr. Bosco and St. Mary’s. 

SANCTUARY CANDLE/LIGHT 
Would like to honor someone or remember someone, 

but the Masses are booked up for a while? Why not 
consider sponsoring a Sanctuary Candle/Light, instead? 
The candles are lit each Saturday. At least one candle 
must be lit at all times, as it shows that Jesus is present in 
the tabernacle. A card can be sent to the intended person 
or family, and the notification card is displayed in the 
vestibule. To schedule a candle, call or stop by the Parish 
office. The stipend for this is $12.00. 

CEMETERY MATTERS 
The cemetery is sort of in hibernation, although burials 

are still taking place. Our sexton, Mike Miner, is doing the 
things that can be handled in the cold weather. Kudos to 
Mike for all that he does. He is a definite asset to St. 
Mary’s! And just as a reminder, all grave decorations 
need to be removed by April 15 so that Mike can do his 
Spring Cleanup. Please wait until May 7 before placing 
Spring and Summer decorations. 

May you all have a Blessed Easter.    —Marja Warner  

The Confirmation Class of 2020-2021 
— BY LYNN WALDECKER — 

Confirmation classes have passed the halfway point. For the next five weeks the guys will work with their 
sponsors on relevant confirmation scriptures and questions. We also celebrated Jeffery and Jesse Sangster’s 
14th birthday (pictured above). This group is know as “Soldiers of Christ in the army of God.” Don’t be 
surprised if you’re not looking at the first American Pope coming out of this group. 

[Pictured clockwise in above photo: Trent Line, Jeffrey Sangster,  
Jack Nashif (visiting the class), Jesse Sangster, Mark Nashif, and Michael Nashif.] 

“Soldiers of Christ in the army of God” 



Looking  

Back 

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH MISSION 
We the people of God of St. Mary Roman Catholic Parish, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, are called to continue the 
Mission of Jesus Christ. We dedicate ourselves to the 
personal responsibility of fulfilling this mission by:  

 Proclaiming the good news of God’s life, love and 
mercy  Seeking nourishment in God’s Word and the 
Most Blessed Sacrament  Serving those in need in a 
spirit of justice and mercy, flowing from a love of Jesus 

 Passing on our Catholic heritage through fellowship in 
the parish community and through worship, prayer and 
the guidance of the Bishop of Lansing, in union with the 
Pope, the Bishop of Rome. 

Responding to and relying on the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we pledge to accept and live the teaching of Jesus Christ, 
thus being living witnesses of God’s presence in the world. 

SUNDAY MASSES: Saturday 
5pm, Sunday 8:30am 
and 10:30am 

SACRAMENT OF 
PENANCE: Saturdays    

3:30-4:30pm; Sundays          
8-8:15am and            
10-10:15am; First 
Fridays  8-9pm; and 
during Lent, after Friday 
Stations of the Cross 

COMMUNION at HOME 
and SACRAMENT of the 
SICK: call 428-8811 

MARRIAGE / BAPTISM: By 
appointment 
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…at the Words of  
Rev. Fr. Raymond R. Schlinkert 

R ev. Fr. Raymond R. Schlinkert was our beloved pastor from 1963 to 1990.  
He left us, not because he wanted to, but because God called him home as a 

result of injuries suffered in an automobile accident. He wrote these words in 
1971 on the occasion of our 100th anniversary. They seem appropriate even today 
(50 years later and the 150th anniversary of our parish’s founding). 

“An anniversary is a time for gratitude, a time for remembrance, a time for 
hope. Thus the One Hundredth Anniversary of Saint Mary’s of 
Manchester is a time for a grateful look at the past and a time for a view of 
the future… 

“Today we reverently salute the memory of all those men and women 
who lived a life of purpose – who loved the Lord, their families and their 
fellow travelers. As the pioneers assembled the material for our present 
church, STONE BY STONE, so the parishioners of bygone years built 
their lives. MASS BY MASS, SACRAMENT BY SACRAMENT, AND 
PRAYER BY PRAYER they built the edifice of a life pleasing to God…
This is the House of God and the gate of Heaven (Genesis 28:17).  

“The years have seen great changes as the century rolled by. But 
our destiny remains the same – Heaven is still our goal. And our 
needs remain constant – the love and strength of God, the example 
and prayers of the saints, and the friendship of our fellow-travelers… 

“May the Cross atop the steeple continue to point heavenward and daily 
sign a benediction in the sky above this village. May we walk prayerfully 
and confidently into the new century to love and serve the Lord. 

“Although the stone was laid in a seemingly random fashion, the overall 
effect of the church is very edifying and 
powerful.” 

May these words give us  
hope for the future. 
— Betty Cummings — 
Archive Coordinator 


