The Great Gift to the Church and to the World

T

± Fr. Bosco Padamattummal ±

  
   . We celebrate the First Sunday of the Season of Advent
which features the Gospel of Luke (year C in the cycle of readings). 

Luke’s gospel message (Lk 21:2528, 3436)
brings very different reactions. Frightening,
bold, and beautiful glimpses of God are what
Jesus offers on this First Sunday of Advent. 
As troubling as the text may be for us, in it
are treasures that help us to focus on the true
meaning and purpose of Advent. In it, Jesus
challenges us, as he did the early hearers of the
Word, to pay attention and be ready. 
Advent means “coming” or “arrival,” and
this text from Luke reminds us that Advent
involves preparing for three comings: 1) God
coming to earth in the infant Jesus whom we
await at Christmas; 2) Christ returning to earth at
a time we do not know; and 3) Jesus coming into
our hearts anew each Advent. 
Jesus wants us
to be ready. And
we prepare by
keeping alert,
constantly
preparing
ourselves/our
hearts, and
continuing to hope
in our loving God
who comes to us in
Jesus Christ
So, what is it
that we must do to
prepare? We tend

to lead very busy lives, and sometimes we lose
our focus. I believe we need to lay down some
things, some distractions, to make more room
for God. It may be different for each of us. 
x For some, it may be the “whatifs” of a
recent experience ± what if I had done more,
been there more, said more, loved more…. 
x Some of us may be angry or disappointed
with someone or with God, and that blocks
our hearts and doesn’t allow room for the
Christ child…
God wants only what is best for us with this
Season of Advent. So, think about what is the
one thing that you need to focus on ± this very
moment ± as you begin to prepare your heart
for the Christ Child at the very beginning of the
liturgical year. 
Ponder it in
silence. When you
come up to the altar
for Holy
Communion, bring
it with you, and lay
your burdens down
at the feet of the
Lord. The manger
has lots of open
space to add
characters and
animals as the
²continued on p. 2 > >
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St. Mary’s Parish Weekly Calendar  Nov. 27-Dec. 5, 2021
SAT. NOV. 27



Dn 7:1527
Lk 21:3436 




SUN. NOV. 28
Jer 33:1416
1 Thes 3:12±4:2
Lk 21:2528, 3436


MON. NOV. 29
Is 2:15
Mt 8:511 




TUES. NOV. 30

Rom 10:918
Mt 4:1822 

WED. DEC. 1

Is 25:610a
Mt 15:2937 



THUR. DEC. 2
Is 26:16
Mt 7:21, 2427 



FRI. DEC. 3

Weekday (opt. mem. Blessed Virgin Mary) 
3:30-4:30pm Confession
 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the First
Sunday of Advent < Robert
Laskowski (birthday remembrance)
[Laskowski Family]
First Sunday of Advent 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession
 8:30am MASS: For the People
 10:30am MASS: < Leon Ball
[Barb Doster]
Advent Weekday
 12:10pm MASS: < Fr. Charles Irvin
[Jim & Ella Landini]
12:45pm Amazing Greys “Advent
Candlelight Prayer Service with Lunch”
3:30-4:45pm Rel Ed Classes / PC
Feast: St. Andrew, Apostle 
 8:30am MASS: < Mike Stem
[Frank & Cindy Remski & family ]
Advent Weekday 
 8:30am MASS: < Bishop Joseph
Albers, first bishop of the Diocese
of Lansing
7:00pm Parish Council Meeting / FFH
Advent Weekday 
 8:30am MASS: < Katherine Cioni
(in memory of the anniversary of her
death) [The Selecki Family]
7:00pm Choir rehearsal / choir loft
Memorial: St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Is 29:1724
 8:30am First Friday MASS:
Mt 9:2731 
< Leon Ball [Pete & Inge Roncoli]

Exposition & Adoration, beginning after morning Mass, then

continuing all day & evening, closing with Benediction at 10:00pm

8:00-9:00pm Confession

SAT. DEC. 4
Weekday (opt. mem. St. John Damascene,

Priest and Doctor of the Church) 
Is 30:1921, 2326
Mt 9:35±10:1, 5a, 68 





SUN. DEC. 5
Bar 5:19
Phil 1:46, 811
Lk 3:16 

 8:30am FIRST SATURDAY MASS:
< Tom Burch [Curt & Barb Fielder]
3:30-4:30pm Confession
 5:00pm Vigil MASS for the Second
Sunday of Advent < Mary
VanHouten [John & Tina Doyle]
Second Sunday of Advent 
8-8:15 and 10-10:15am Confession
 8:30am MASS: For the People
 10:30am MASS: < Leon Ball
[Pete & Inge Roncoli]
4:00-5:30pm Confirmation Class / PC 
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weeks progress. It also reminds us to make room for Jesus, to rid
ourselves of some of those things that are burdening our hearts and
minds, so there is more room for Jesus. 
Jesus comes into our hearts anew with each Christmas we
experience. Laying down those burdens allows us to stand with a
free heart, with open arms for Jesus to enter; to rise with hope for
all that God can and will do in our lives. 
Advent is the season of hope, because the promise is that no
matter what happens, one truth will last: “I will be with you all
days.” Jesus with us, guiding us, that no matter how dark it gets, we
know that his light will shine through. It is his light that we follow. 
Hope is more than optimism. 
Our optimism can be rooted in a whole variety 
of human circumstances. 
Hope can only be rooted in God; 
it is the human response to God’s word of promise. 
Very often hope comes into its own 
when optimism dies. 
In the gospel reading this weekend, Jesus describes a scene that
leaves very little room for optimism. He speaks of nations in agony,
of men dying of fear, of threatening powers that menace the world,
and of disturbing signs in nature. Such a scenario would not
encourage optimism. Yet, in spite of this grim scene Jesus calls on
his followers to be hopeful, to stand erect with heads held high. 
The reason for such hope amid this trauma is the coming of
the Son of Man with power and great glory. Jesus promises that
when all seems to be falling apart, he will come with his liberating
power. This promise is the source of our hope.
Jesus is saying that even when there are no grounds for
optimism, there is always reason for hope because God is
stronger than the forces that threaten to engulf us. This is the heart
of the gospel message. “Light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness cannot overcome it” (Jn 1:5). St. Paul expressed this
conviction very well when he said, “Where sin abounds, grace
abounds all the more” (Rm 5:20). It is this conviction that keeps us
hopeful even in the face of great darkness and distress. 
Dear brothers and sisters, the virtue of hope is a great gift to
the Church and to the world. People can inspire others to tackle
what they might otherwise shy away from. Advent is a season when
we are invited to renew and deepen our hope. 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus suggests to us how we can
keep hope alive. The wakefulness or attentiveness to God that
we call ‘prayer’ helps us to remain hopeful. In prayer we become
attuned to God’s presence; we grow in our awareness of God’s
coming into even the most unpromising of situations. And my
prayer is that this becomes a time to walk with God and for God
to walk with us.  

Exposition and Adoration of the
Most Blessed Sacrament
F F , D

First Saturday Mass
S , D

at 8:30am
Come pray with Our Lady
as we begin 

. 3

Beginning at the conclusion 
of morning Mass ~
Closing with Benediction at 10:00pm

. 4

O Come, let us adore Him…

Our Advent Journey
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Christmas Poinsettias

The parish Holiday Decorating Committee will be ordering poinsettias from the Flower Garden
for the Christmas Masses, and parishioners are invited to sponsor one or more plants. The cost is
$17, and Susie will need your order by Mon. Dec. 13. Order forms are available in the vestibule.
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Birthday Blessings!
N-./01/2 28
Richard Fahey
Rory McGoff
D/3/01/2 2
Christian Long
D/3/01/2 3
Geraldine Bonkowski
D/3/01/2 4
Ryder Brothers

Pray for Dobbs

On Dec. 1, the US Supreme Court will be hearing a case (Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization) that could overturn Roe v Wade. Did you know that Roe could go? That’s right! .
What do we need to do? Pray for the Dobbs Case! Wed., Dec. 1 will be “A Day of Prayer and
Fasting.” Consider spending time in Adoration while the hearing is going on; pray with others
the Holy Rosary and/or Divine Mercy Chaplet as well as specific prayers for Peace and Healing.
Understanding the Case: In 2018 the State of Mississippi enacted a law, the “Gestational Age
Act,” which makes elective abortions illegal after 15 weeks except in cases of severe fetal
abnormality or the life of the mother. This act was challenged by Jackson Women’s Health
Organization, Mississippi’s sole abortion provider. The Act was struck down by the 5th Circuit
Court, prompting the state to appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. The Act directly challenges the
central holding in Roe v. Wade that there is a fundamental right to abortion found in the
Constitution of the United States. The Supreme Court did not need to take this case, but it did.
Many legal analysts believe that the case was taken by the Supreme Court specifically to
overturn Roe’s central holding. To better understand the case and for more information, please
visit: www.dioceseoﬂansing.org/Dobbs 
Note: In Ann Arbor, there will be a twoday campaign of prayer and fasting, community
outreach, and peaceful vigil on Tues., Nov. 30 and Wed., Dec 1 from midnight to midnight
outside of Planned Parenthood at 3100 Professional Dr. For more info or to find out about how
to participate, visit: www.40daysforlife.com/en/annarbor Oremus…

Married Couples Weekend: December 3-5

This special weekend at St. Frances Retreat Center in DeWitt will feature inspiring presentations
focused on maintaining and strengthening your marriage ± plus, a renewal of vows and blessing of
wedding rings ceremony, Mass, fun social receptions, and downtime for prayer with your spouse.
Registration fee is $325 per couple, which covers all lodging, meals, and retreat materials. Check
in/social hour on Friday at 5:30pm followed by a small plate dinner at 7:00pm. This retreat takes
place in the Bethany House. Each room is private with a private bathroom. The Retreat Center
provides towels and linens. For more info or to register, visit: form.jotform.com/212843838372058

St. Mary, Pinckney, Rosary Altar Society Christmas Bazaar

Come enjoy this holiday tradition on Sat., Dec. 4 from 10am ± 4pm at 10601 Dexter Pinckney
Road, Pinckney. Free Admission ± Free Parking ± over 120 Crafters and Vendors ± Bake Sale ±
Raffle ± 50/50. Lunch and refreshments available. For information call Mary at 7348786563.
(Also looking for crafters and vendors: $45 for eight foot table space).

In the Vestibule: Special for Advent

Be sure to pick up a copy of the M A !" C$%&$ from the main vestibule.
Advent is a time of prayerful preparation for the great blessing of the birth in time of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, the feast of Christmas. It is a season for thoughtful refection ± not to be overlooked
because of the busyness of buying gifts, decorating the house, and baking cookies. Advent can
be “both/and”! To help with your Advent reflections, the Advent Companion booklet helps us keep
our focus on the true meaning of Christmas through brief readings on each day of Advent. 
Also, consider supporting the parish by purchasing one of the 2022 U!")*+ $ M,
C-" )* that have been donated by the artist to the parish for a parish fundraiser. The calendars
feature beautiful pen & ink/watercolor drawings by parishioner Bill Shurtliff of UM and the Ann
Arbor area. Great gift for any Wolverine fan… also a great gift to the parish budget because
100% of all proceeds go to the parish! Calendars sell in stores and online for $16, however, the
suggested minimum donation here at the parish is $8.00 (but don’t hesitate to give more!). 
P)*, A !" N"/*-""): Did you receive your copy in the mail? If not, please make
sure the parish office has your correct mailing address. And be sure to pick up a copy from the
main vestibule to read about the latest parish news for the Advent season. 
THINK YOU MIGHT BE
PREGNANT? NEED HELP? 
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION
Call (800) 712HELP (4357) 
24hr emergency pregnancy help

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL 
(postabortion reconciliation 
and healing) Call the confidential
phone line: 517Ͳ993Ͳ0291, or email
nlc@resurreconlansing.org

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
spiritual support group for those struggling
with same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a
separate support group for families & friends.
For info in the Diocese of Lansing, call 517342
2596 or email caverart@comcast.net

Please Pray for…

x Karl Kemner
(Beth Ball’s
brother)

x Anita

x Joe Kirk
x Loretta

Widmayer

Ramachandran x Connie
Stancato 
x Ryan Colter 
x Duane Beuerle
x Barbara Patrick
x Annie (sister of
x Patrick
Lynn Waldecker)
Muldoon
x Baby Keaton 
x Joyce Stein  x Eric & Helena
x Sonja Rhees
Zink
x Joseph Ruiz x Lois Milkey
x John Huber
x Paul Whelan
(brother of Sarah
x Kirsten
Laskowski)
(stepdaughter of
x Bette Ball
Laurie Sanders’
x Christy Woody  brother Mark)
x Jerry Kripas x Pam Wils

…and for the repose of the soul of
 Carlos Cornu
 Missy Schellenberger 
 Walter Radisovich 
and for their grieving loved ones.
Won’t you please consider being part
of parish P T, praying for
the needs of those seeking prayerful
support? If so, please contact Susan

Fielder at

0

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, November 14, 2021

Sunday Env (46) $ 4,120.00
Welcome & Loose  202.00
EGiving (13)  555.17
All Saints Day (1)  5.00
EGiving All Saints (1)  25.00
Christmas decorations (1)  50.00
Combined toward budget: $ 4,957.17
Budget goal:  5,300.00
Amt BELOW goal:  ± 342.83
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Bldg. & Maint (4)  $ 155.00
EGiving Bldg. & Maint (1)  343.00
Egiving World Mission (1)  25.00
Poor Box  73.50
Votive candles  110.00

NEED HELP? An “AA” group
meets Fridays at 7:00pm at
Emanuel Church, 324 W Main St.
(next door to St Mary’s)

Manchester Eye
Care Center, P.C.

WE BELIEVE
LIFE IS ALL
ABOUT
DR. JULIE MARVIN-MANDERS, O.D.
YOUR
FELICIA SLATE, O.D.
VISION
P: 734-428-2020
110 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
MANCHESTER, MI 48158

Sharon Kleinschmidt
& Richard Kennedy,
Owners

734-428-8836

HOURS: MON. 10-7, TUES. & FRI. 9-4, WED. & THURS. 8-5
WWW.VISIONSOURCE-MANCHESTEREYECARECENTER.COM

19860 Sharon Valley Rd.
“We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home”

Parts 734-396-7070
Service 734-396-7071

10940 M52, Manchester, MI 48158
manchesteragparts@gmail.com
www.manchesteragparts.com

MANCHESTER

FAMILY PRACTICE
Dr. Evelyn Eccles, MD
122 W. Main St., Manchester

734-428-8381

Experience you can count on

ROBERTS PAINT & BODY

Local Service.

Michigan’s
Largest
Real Estate
Company

Now Offers Auto Detailing

Call us at (734) 475-1149 or
email detail@robertspb.com
for details, gift certificates, or to make
your next detailing appointment

136 E. Main St. Manchester MI 48158
Phone: 734-428-9737 Fax 734-428-8215
Email: suttonagencyinc@comcast.net

Great Insurance.

Auto-Owners Insurance

Gene DeRossett
Call 734.395.2337

Serving You
BE TTE R
& Saving You
MOR E
Since 1970!

Thank You For Your Patronage!

40+ Years
of Experience
Residential & Commercial

Life | Home | Car | Business

Polly’s
Country
Market

1255 S. Main St., Chelsea

734-433-0130

A-1 TREE, INC.
Residential & Commercial

Tree, Shrub Removal/Trimming
Stump Grinding • Insured
MARK LASKI
734-426-8809
Catholic Parishioner

500 GALLOWAY DR
MANCHESTER, MI.
734-428-8277

www.adiskafamilydental.com

Serving the Area Since 1951
(734) 433-1831

A NO charge senior placement service
dedicated to helping seniors and their
families find SAFE, CARE APPROPRIATE
and AFFORDABLE Assisted Living, Memory
Care, Independent Living or In-Home Care.
Please call to
discuss how we
can help you.

Rick Young

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL •
No Job Too Small or Too Big!
www.bollingerse.com

THIS SPACE IS

248-207-8846

Senior Care Consultant/ 734-718-3171
Owner RYoung@carepatrol.com
2020 CarePatrol Franchise Systems, LLC. Each office is independently owned and operated. CarePatrol is an equal opportunity employer.

Charles Reinhart Company Realtors

Jeff Klink, Realtor®

Residential • Vacant Land • Commercial

Cell: 734.260.7483
Direct: 734.433.2186
E-Fax: 734.669.4707

Email: Jeff@KlinkAssociates.com
Website: www.KlinkandAssociates.com

Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today!
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

BOYCE

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

In Business Since 1977

Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning
(Sales & Service)

19215 Williamsville Rd. • Gregory, MI
(734) 498-3308 (Still a local call)

Scott Boyce

Licensed & Insured

3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

15-0695

