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I 

n this newsletter, I would like to brief you on the Preparatory Document for  

the Bishops’ 2021�23 Synod in Rome. (If you would like to read the whole 

document, please visit va�cannews.va/en/va�can�city/news/2021�09/text�read�in�

english.html )�

The path entitled “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and 

Mission” was solemnly opened on October 9�10, 2021 in Rome and on the 

following 17th of October in each particular Church. One fundamental stage will be 

the celebration of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in 

October 2023 which will be followed by the implementation phase that will again 

involve the particular Churches.�

The objectives are of great importance for 

the quality of ecclesial life and for accomplishing 

the mission of evangelization in which we all 

participate by virtue of our Baptism and 

Confirmation. Here, we will indicate the main 

objectives:�

��Recalling how the Spirit has guided the 

Church’s journey through history and, today 

calls us to be, together, witnesses of God’s 

love; �

�� Living a participative and inclusive ecclesial process that offers everyone ��

 especially those who for various reasons find themselves on the margins � the 

opportunity to express themselves and to be heard in order to contribute to the 

edification of the People of God; �

��Recognizing and appreciating the wealth and variety of the gifts and charisms  

that the Spirit liberally bestows for the good of the community and the benefit     

of the entire human family; �

��Exploring participatory ways of exercising responsibility in the proclamation of 

the Gospel and in the effort to build a more beautiful and habitable world; �

��Examining how responsibility and power are lived in the Church as well as the 

structures by which they are managed, bringing to light and trying to convert 

prejudices and distorted practices that are not rooted in the Gospel; �

��Accrediting the Christian community as a credible subject and reliable partner in 

paths of social dialogue, healing, reconciliation, inclusion and participation, the 

reconstruction of democracy, the promotion of fraternity and social friendship; �

��Regenerating relationships among members of Christian communities as well as 

between communities and other social groups, e.g., communities of believers of 

other denominations and religions, civil society organizations, popular 

movements, etc.; �

��Fostering the appreciation and appropriation of the fruits of recent synodal 

experiences on the universal, regional, national, and local levels.�

Synod 2023 Preparatory Document  

� Fr. Bosco Padamattummal ��

� con�nued on p. 6 > > > >�

“The Bishop of Rome, as the 

principle and foundation of 

the Church’s unity, asks all 

the Bishops and all the 

particular Churches, in which 

and from which the one and 

only Catholic Church exists), 

to enter with confidence and 

courage into the path of 

synodality.”  

“A synodal Church, in 

announcing the Gospel, 

‘ journeys together.’ ” 

“The faithful people, the 

college of bishops, the 

Bishop of Rome: all listening 

to each other, and all listening 

to the Holy Spirit, the ‘Spirit 

of truth’ (Jn 14:17), in order to 

know what He ‘says to the 

Churches’ (Rev 2:7).”  
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his column is a reprint of an article written by     Fr. 

Walter J. Rottach entitled “The Reasons for 

Christmas Joy.” It was published in St. Mary's Parish 

Leaflet in January 1924. Father Rottach was Pastor of   St. 

Mary’s from 1922�1924. We can use some of the 

happiness and joy he writes about considering what we 

have gone through and what we continue to go through.�

 

C          to all men as 
the festival of homelife with its glad gatherings; 

as the festival of childhood bringing back the 
buoyancy of youth to hearts weighed down with 
care; as the festival of benevolence when kindly 
thoughts open out to the poor. We all receive, we 
all give the greeting: “A Happy” or “Merry 
Christmas.” Even those in our midst who have no 
religion enter into the enjoyment of this holy 
season. 
But the world at large does not reflect on the 

origin and source of Christmas joy. Frequently men 
forget that these outward expressions of gladness are 
the overflow of a deeply Christian spirit, a clear 
understanding of a great historical fact, an event 
heralded by angels, God’s messengers to men: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men 
of good will. �is day is born to you a Saviour.” 
)is is the source of Christmas joy. +e gladness 

of the Catholic child – and all have a childlike heart 
– comes from the Divine Child at Bethlehem. +e 
spirit of fellowship that binds men together today 
comes from this stupendous fact in history, of the 
blessings of which we all partake in common. 

Faith teaches us that it is our Saviour’s birthday, 
the day on which He first deigned to appear in the 
midst of His devoted children. He came first of all 
in order that He might restore to His heavenly 
Father the honor that was His due. Hence the song 
of the angels: “Glory to God in the highest.” But He 
also came for another purpose, and so the angels 
continued their song: “And on earth peace to men of 
good will.”  
To all who are willing to follow Him, He is a 

Saviour, for He will free them from their sins and 
restore them to the friendship of God.  
But He comes to us not merely as our God and 

Saviour; He is also our teacher, our defender, and 
our friend. He has come to abide with us. In our 
sorrows He will console us, in our trials He will 
sustain us, in our perplexities He will enlighten us. 
If we be weak, He will make us strong; if we be 
fearful, He will encourage us; if we need counsel, 
He will pour into our minds a flood of divine 
wisdom. +ere is no ill for which He has no 
remedy. +ere is no want which He is unable to 
satisfy. What reasons, then, have we not to be glad 
and rejoice on this the birthday of Our Saviour. 

The Reasons for Christmas Joy” 

[Fr. Rottach’s column �

closed with this prayer…]�

�at every blessing of our Infant Saviour  
may be yours this Christmas Day  

and guide you during the coming year  
is the sincere wish  

of your Pastor Rev. W. J. Rottach.  
It is also our wish for you in 2021.�

Betty E. Cummings, ������� �		�
����	��

Looking 
Back 

 
“Christmas 1923” 

by Betty Cummings, �

Archive Coordinator�

By Fr. Walter J. Rottach 
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Mee t i n g s �

� Dcn. Dennis Walters ��

�

I was in graduate school at Michigan State, 

taking classes, teaching in a local parochial school, 

and assisting in the leadership of a small but growing 

prayer group (which included leading the group’s 

music). All of these commitments meant attending 

meetings of various sorts. �

I remember one evening going into St. John’s 

Student Center for another meeting feeling 

exhausted, and seeing a poster on one of the walls that 

said, “All Life Is Meeting.” I muttered to myself, 

“You can say that again!”�

Of course, by leaving out the indefinite article 

“a”, the banner meant to communicate that all of life 

is meeting in communion with others, and possibly 

with God. I took it sarcastically as if all of life 

consisted of nothing but an infinite series of meetings.�

As a deacon, working both on the diocesan     

and the parish level, the meetings continue.         

For example: �

�� Recently all of the deacons in the diocese met at the 

Searle Center in Hillsdale College for two days to 

refresh ourselves spiritually and renew 

communication with brother deacons we haven’t 

seen in a while. �

�� Occasionally, I have meetings with diocesan 

personnel on matters that affect the parish (like the 

Realignment of Resources effort currently in 

progress), and even on matters involving more 

personal diaconal formation (these days, usually in 

the form of online webinars and virtual 

conferences). �

�� Within the parish, I lead meetings of the 

Evangelization Commission; this responsibility 

generally takes the form of calling the meeting, 

deciding the agenda, making sure the team has 

consensus on the subjects being considered, and 

informing absent members what was discussed. �

�� I also attend Staff and Parish Council meetings. 

Staff meetings relate to administration of the parish, 

where I report on my responsibilities. Parish 

Council meetings cover matters of importance for 

the present or the future of the parish at large; one 

of our current topics is over repairs to the parish 

church building.�

On a personal level, I also attend meetings of the 

charismatic Covenant community to which Sue and    

I currently belong. My relationship with it has 

changed over fifty years. At one time, I led meetings; 

now, because of my commitments as a deacon serving 

St. Mary’s, others lead them, and I merely attend. 

These meetings feed our need for communication 

with fellow Christians from various denominational 

backgrounds who are trying to live out a commitment 

to support each other in our Christian faith on a daily 

basis.�

Which brings me back to that banner, “All Life 

Is Meeting.” As an introvert, I am not a very sociable 

person. I don’t make friends easily. I find some 

conversations, particularly on topics where I have 

little experience, difficult. Yet meetings force me to 

engage brothers and sisters in Christ on everyday 

topics in hopes of delving deeper, possibly even 

helping both of us to engage Jesus Christ more 

personally. They are schools of love. They help me 

establish and build on friendships in the parish. �

On this earth meetings can sometimes be 

tiresome; but ultimately, heaven is meeting others 

we have relationships with, and meeting others we’ve 

never met but always wanted to. Earthly meetings can 

train introverts like me to anticipate the delights of 

merrily meeting others in heaven.  ��

B 

+,-.+ /0 ,1/230 /-4+5 6- A77 A.8-., �

A PRICELESS GIFT! 

“We have loved them during life; let us not abandon them in death, �

until we have conducted them by our prayers into the house of the Lord.”�

(St. Ambrose) �

The offering of the Holy Mass for the repose of the soul of the faithful departed is 

linked with our belief in Purgatory. We believe that if a person has died fundamentally 

believing in God but with venial sins and the hurt caused by sin, then God in His divine 

love and mercy will first purify the soul After this purification has been completed, the 

soul will have the holiness and purity needed to share in the beatific vision in heaven. �

A single Mass offered during life “may be worth more than a thousand �

celebrated for the same intention after your death.”   �

(St. Anselm)�

What an incredible gift… for our friends and loved ones for whom we have arranged 

to have a Mass offered. And for us to be able to love them so much in this way.�

To arrange for a Mass to be offered, please stop by the parish office. Per Diocesan 

guidelines, one typically offers a stipend of $10 when requesting a Mass.   ��
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FINANCIAL & REALIGNMENT NEWS  

by Bill Kwolek, Finance Council • October 22, 2021 �

UPDATE ON WEEKLY COLLECTIONS �

Our weekly collections, have improved since the 

summer low of 81% of our annual goal. At this date, 

we are at 92%. Mass attendance during the ‘official’ 

3 week October count ranged from 115 to 190, 

averaging about 158. Our savings accounts at 

Comerica and the Diocese of 

Lansing remain healthy. �

Hopefully the holiday season will 

bring us up to our goal. PLEASE 

donate as best you can. Inflation is 

rapidly increasing as you well 

know. It hits your parish too. �

SANCTUARY IMPROVEMENTS:�

The plans for improvements to 

the sanctuary were put on hold 

during the Covid lockdowns. Now 

that parish life is approaching 

normal, the Pastoral Council 

determined to restart the process. �

Ray Berg volunteered to 

investigate the possibility of 

applying for grant money since the 

church is a designated historical 

building. There are sufficient funds 

in the Diocese of Lansing (DoL) 

savings account to realistically consider the restart. 

The DoL investment portfolio has paid us interest 

during the last 4 years which we can use together 

with the Ed Haller bequest, the Witness To Hope 

campaign funds, and our own deposits into the DoL 

savings account and our checking account at 

Comerica. �

The bottom line is we have the funds needed to 

proceed. �

REALIGNMENT UPDATE: �

The Diocese of Lansing continues to keep parish 

leaders informed with regular emails, Zoom 

meetings, and videos describing the ongoing 

progress made in regards to the Realignment of 

Resources for Mission models. Anyone interested in 

details about the Realignment can link to the DoL 

website: h�ps://www.dioceseoflansing.org/RRM�

The completed interviews of diocesan priests, 

deacons, parish staff, and parishioners at large 

provided a lot of information and opinions for the 

RRM Committee to adjust their RRM models.   

They are committed to continually update and revise 

their plans for both large and small parishes as the 

realignment plans are gradually implemented. �

St. Mary’s will be grouped with St. Andrew in 

Saline and Immaculate Conception in Milan. The 

three parishes in this “In Solidum” group (in 

solidarity, with each other) will remain financially 

distinct. �

The logistics of sharing resources with St. Andrew 

and Immaculate Conception is yet to be determined. �

� A ‘moderator’ priest, affirmed by the bishop, 

will have oversight authority of our In Solidum 

group. This priest will be 

accountable to the bishop. �

� Each of our three parishes will 

have a Realignment Leadership 

Team. �

� At a future date, an In Solidum 

Leadership Council, with 

representatives from each parish, 

will act in a way similar to a three 

parish Pastoral Council. �

Fr. Bosco asked Betty Cummings, 

Judy Walz, Deacon Dennis Walters, 

and myself to be on our parish 

Realignment Leadership Team. �

Our team goal is to ensure that St. 

Mary’s retains, to the greatest extent 

possible, its history and culture. We 

will work to ensure that whatever 

resources we end up sharing, will follow the 

Catholic social teaching of Subsidiarity, otherwise 

known as: the best way to serve people is at the 

local level with local people. The DoL is formally 

committed to following Subsidiarity. �

Mass schedules might change and parish staff 

may be shared � along with the associated expenses. 

Available skills, talents, and ministries within the 

three�parish group will be shared in ways that are 

yet to be determined. Working out the details is 

expected to take at least a year beginning in 2022. �

After a year or more of living with the changes, 

relationships within and among the grouped 

parishes are expected to evolve. �

DoL communications have unpacked a lot of 

ideas. From what I see, the biggest changes will be 

experienced by the priests. What Bishop Boyea 

decides will become evident when priest 

assignments are announced in the spring. �

St. Mary parish will NOT be closed and Fr. Bosco 

will remain our priest for the foreseeable future. �

Keep praying for our parish and Bishop Boyea. 

Above all, trust in God’s providence. God’s Divine 

Will is always in control � in good times as well as 

challenging times. Trust in Jesus and keep praying 

the Rosary for your family, our parish, the Church, 

and our nation.  � 
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Christmas Rehearsals  

for Adult Choir and Children's Choir 

by Benjamin Dahl, Music Director�

P 

arents of any interested grade school�aged St. Mary parish children are invited to contact me about their 

children singing in the children’s choir on Christmas day at the 10am. Mass. The choir rehearsal and liturgy 

schedule from early December through the Christmas season is given below. �

All choir rehearsals are in the choir loft. Rehearsals typically last an hour. The adult choir is also looking for 

additional members, particularly men, so please come to a rehearsal if you would like to try it out. �

Email, call or text me with any questions at stmarymanchesterchoir@gmail.com or 734�428�0007. �

New Advent and Christmas Music from the CREDO Hymnal 

While our new hymnal has a wide selection of traditional Christmas carols and music, it also features new 

compositions for both the Advent and Christmas seasons. To hear some of this new music outside of Mass and  

gain some familiarity with it, check out the publisher’s YouTube channel at: youtube.com/c/ILPmusic/playlists . 

There are a couple Christmas and Advent playlists you can click on there with individual videos containing both 

recordings and lyrics. �

A few new Advent and Christmas pieces we will most likely be singing in December include #86 “Come, Enter 

Our Hearts” by Beverly McDevitt and David Mann, #90 “Emmanuel” by Vince Ambrosetti, and #92 “His Name Will 

Be Called” by Roger Holtz. The latter, in particular, is an adaptation of the Messianic prophecies of Isaiah, chapters 9 

and 40, including the text, “His Name will be called ‘Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ ” �

� �May our Mighty God and Prince of Peace  Emmanuel   

�come to you this Christmas and remain with you always  � �

A���� C�	
�� C�
����’� C�	
��

Thursday, Dec. 2: rehearsal at 7pm� Saturday, Dec. 11: rehearsal at 11am�

Thurs. Dec. 9: rehearsal at 7pm� Sat. Dec. 18: rehearsal at 11am�

Thurs. Dec. 23: rehearsal at 7pm� Friday, Dec. 24: rehearsal at 11am�

Saturday, Dec. 25: Adult choir sings at Midnight Mass; Children’s choir sings at 10am Mass.�

ABOUT � ���������������������������������������� by Dcn. Dennis Walters�

For at least two years, St. Mary’s has subscribed to FORMED, an online 

library available to us through the Augustine Institute. Our annual subscription   

is up for renewal in December. �

As an online library, FORMED is a wonderful tool for self�study, personal 

growth, family catechesis, even simply entertainment. This library contains Bible 

studies, faith formation videos, feature�length movies, documentaries, podcasts, 

webinars, and books (both for purchase and audible) � hundreds of them.�

For us to continue a parish subscription, parishioners need to use FORMED 

more regularly; otherwise, keeping it up is not cost�effective. Usage for 

parishioners is free, and anyone can access it at any time. It’s especially great for 

persons who don’t like to read but are willing to view or listen to presentations.   

I use it several times a week. I’ve learned a great deal about Scripture from going 

through the Bible studies that have been posted, and I only wish there were more 

of them. Fortunately, the Augustine Institute is updating offerings all the time.�

If you have never used FORMED, you go to:  

_stmarymanchester.formed.org  and create an account. If you are a current 

user, simply click on the ���� �� button and start watching. ��

O Sacrament Most Holy,  

O Sacrament Divine,  

all praise and all thanksgiving.  

be every moment Thine.  

Come adore Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament: �

At Holy Mass, during First 

Friday Exposition and 

Adoration, indeed anytime 

you can stop at the church, 

He is there in the holy 

Tabernacle waiting for you!�
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U D… 

The first phase is listening to and 

consulting the People of God in the 

particular Churches (October 2021 � 

April 2022) to promote ideas, 

energy, and creativity. There are 

some issues which need serious 

discussion for proper decision 

making. In particular, we cannot 

forget:�

� The suffering experienced by 

minors and vulnerable people 

“due to sexual abuse, the abuse 

of power, and the abuse of 

conscience perpetrated by a 

significant number of clerics 

and consecrated persons”; �

� The tragic conditions faced by 

migrants in all regions of the 

world show how high and 

strong the barriers dividing the 

single human family still are;�

� The request for a greater 

appreciation of women and 

spaces for participation in the 

mission of the Church;�

� A secularized mentality that 

tends to expel religion from the 

public spaces;�

� On the other hand, religious 

fundamentalism, without 

respect for the liberties of 

others, feeds forms of 

intolerance and violence that 

are also reflected in the 

Christian community and in its 

relations with society;�

� Divisions and opposition within 

the Church;�

� It is equally necessary to 

consider the reverberation, 

within the Church and in its 

relations with society, of the 

fractures caused by reasons of 

ethnicity, race, caste, or other 

forms of social stratification or 

cultural and structural violence, 

which run through the latter. �

These situations have a profound 

impact on the meaning of the 

expression “journeying together” 

and on the concrete possibilities of 

doing so.�

The ability to imagine a different 

future for the Church and Her 

institutions, in keeping with the 

mission She has received, depends 

largely on the decision to initiate 

processes of listening, dialogue, and 

community discernment, in which 

each and every person can 

participate and contribute. �

Synodality, in this perspective, is 

much more than the celebration of 

ecclesial meetings and Bishops’ 

assemblies, or a matter of simple 

internal administration within the 

Church; it is “the specific modus 

vivendi et operandi of the Church, 

the People of God, which reveals 

and gives substance to Her being as 

communion when all Her members 

journey together, gather in 

assembly, and take an active part in 

Her evangelizing mission.” �

Therefore, all the Baptized � 

participants in Christ’s priestly, 

prophetic, and kingly functions by 

“exercising the variety and ordered 

richness of their charisms, their 

vocations, and their ministries” � 

are active subjects of 

evangelization, both individually 

and as the entire People of God. 

Their ideas and opinions are very 

much valued in this synod through 

the participatory meetings in the 

local Church. The faithful people, 

the college of bishops, the Bishop 

of Rome: all listening to each other, 

and all listening to the Holy Spirit, 

the ‘Spirit of truth’ (Jn 14:17), in 

order to know what He ‘says to the 

Churches’ (Rev 2:7).” �

The Bishop of Rome, as the 

principle and foundation of the 

Church’s unity, asks all the Bishops 

and all the particular Churches, in 

which and from which the one and 

only Catholic Church exists), to 

enter with confidence and courage 

into the path of synodality. �

Enlightened by the Word and 

grounded in Tradition, the 

synodal path is rooted in the 

concrete life of the People of God. 

The fundamental question that 

guides this consultation of the 

People of God, as mentioned at the 

beginning, is the following: �

A synodal Church, in announcing 
the Gospel, “journeys together.” 
How is this “journeying together” 
happening today in your particular 
Church? What steps does the Spirit 
invite us to take in order to grow in 
our “journeying together”?  

In order to respond, you are 

invited to: �

a)�Ask yourselves what experiences 

in your particular Church the 

fundamental question calls to 

mind;�

b)�Reread these experiences in 

greater depth: What joys did 

they provoke? What difficulties 

and obstacles have they 

encountered? What wounds have 

they brought to light? What 

insights have they elicited?�

c)�Gather the fruits to share: 

Where, in these experiences, does 

the voice of the Spirit resound? 

What is he asking of us? What 

are the points to be confirmed, 

the prospects for change, the 

steps to be taken? Where do we 

register a consensus? What paths 

are opening up for our particular 

Church?�

In re�reading experiences, it is 

necessary to keep in mind that 

“journeying together” can be 

understood from two different 

perspectives, which are strongly 

interconnected. �

The first perspective looks at 

the internal life of the particular 

Churches, then considers the 

relationships between the Bishops 

and with the 

[Fr. Bosco’s article continued from p. 1] 

— continued on p. 7 > > > > 

What is a “Synod”? +e word “synod” comes from the 
Greek synodos, meaning “an assembly.” Synods in the 
Catholic Church generally feature an assembly of 
bishops, who come together to assist the Holy Father 
in addressing the needs of the Church. 

However, this document expands the definition to 
include the “entire People of God” whose “ideas and 

opinions are very much valued in this synod through 
the participatory meetings in the local church.”  

What is a “particular church”? A particular church (Latin: 
ecclesia particularis) is an ecclesiastical community of 
faithful headed by a bishop (or equivalent), as defined 
by Catholic canon law and ecclesiology.  

Define “ecclesial”: Of or pertaining to the Church.  
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 would like to start by giving a great big “Thank You” to Eve Ball and her sometime assistant Bud,       

for taking on the task of doing the setup for the weekend Masses on Saturdays. Job well done!!�

Sanctuary Lamps 

I would like to again talk about the sponsoring of a Sanctuary Lamp/Candle. I have noticed that there are 

some weekends where none or only one candle is sponsored. I know that there are very few open Mass 

dates, especially for the weekends. If the Mass date you would like is taken, consider sponsoring a Sanctuary 

Lamp instead that would cover the date you would like. All of the candles are lit on Saturday and burn for a 

week. If it happens that the candle is not finished burning, it is then placed in one of the globes that is sitting 

on the side altars to finish burning. The cost to sponsor a candle is $15.00. This is a great way to celebrate 

birthdays, anniversaries, the remembrance of someone special or even the birth of a child. Please give this 

some consideration.�

Cemetery Notes 

It is now time, if you have family members buried in St. Mary's Cemetery, to plan on how you want to 

decorate the grave for winter. Remember that the winds can blow with great gusto, so make sure the 

decorations are well secured and cannot blow away. Also, consider putting the name on decoration so that IF 

it does get blown off, Mike Miner can put it back. �

Christmas Blood Drive 

Are you a blood donor? St. Mary's is again hosting the Christmas Blood Drive to be held on Monday, 

Dec. 20 at the Parish Center, from 1pm until 7pm. If you are interested in donating, please check out the  

Red Cross website for the drive or call me at 734�428�9506.�

Extra Stuff 

This year there will be “Christmas in the Village.” So the Altar Society has sent out the Raffle Tickets to 

be purchased and also will be hosing the much anticipated Bake Sale at the Manchester United Methodist 

Church. Thank you to all the bakers who have supplied delicious goodies in previous years. As you have 

read in the bulletin, Michelle Dettling is again chairing the Bake Sale. A great big “THANK YOU, 

Michelle” and to all who support us in any way � which also includes the Holiday Wreath Sale. Without 

you, the Altar Society would not be able to buy the altar candles, Advent candles, Easter candles, etc. which 

saves money for the church. �

Last but not least: phone numbers and addresses and email addresses. Have any of your numbers or 

addresses changed? If so, please contact the church office during office hours and let them know of your 

change. It is disheartening to have emails and/or physical mail returned and marked as “Unable to deliverable”. �

In ending, I want to wish all of you a very Blessed Christmas and a happy 2022.  

Marja Warner  

Bishop of Rome, also through the 

intermediate bodies of synodality 

(Synods of Bishops of the 

Patriarchal and Major Archdiocesan 

Churches, Councils of Hierarchs and 

Assemblies of Hierarchs of the 

Churches sui iuris, and Episcopal 

Conferences, with their national, 

international, and continental 

expressions). �

It then extends to the ways in 

which each particular Church 

integrates within itself the 

contribution of the various forms of 

monastic, religious, and consecrated 

life, of lay associations and 

movements, of ecclesial and 

ecclesiastical institutions of various 

kinds (schools, hospitals, 

universities, foundations, charitable 

and assistance organizations, etc.). �

Finally, this perspective also 

embraces relationships and 

common initiatives with the brothers 

and sisters of other Christian 

denominations, with whom we share 

the gift of the same Baptism. It will 

focus on the state of relations, 

dialogue, and possible common 

initiatives with believers of other 

religions, with people who are 

distant from the faith, as well as 

with specific social environments 

and groups, with their institutions �

(the world of politics, culture, 

economics, finance, labor, trade 

unions and business associations, 

non�governmental and civil society 

organizations, popular movements, 

minorities of various kinds, the poor 

and the excluded, etc.).�

With the limited space in this 

newsletter, I will write in my next 

article about “Ten Thematic Nuclei” 

the handbook that accompanies the 

preparatory document which offers 

tools, itineraries, and suggestions so 

that the different groups of questions 

can concretely inspire moments of 

prayer, formation, reflection, and 

exchange about the synod.  �

[Fr. Bosco’s article continued from p. 6] 
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We the people of God of St. Mary Roman Catholic 

Parish, guided by the Holy Spirit, are called to continue 

the Mission of Jesus Christ. We dedicate ourselves to 

the personal responsibility of fulfilling this mission by: �

• proclaiming the good news of God’s life, love and 

mercy • seeking nourishment in God’s Word and the 

Most Blessed Sacrament • serving those in need in a 

spirit of justice and mercy, flowing from a love of 

Jesus • passing on our Catholic heritage through 

fellowship in the parish community and through 

worship, prayer and the guidance of the Bishop of 

Lansing, in union with the Pope, the Bishop of Rome.�

Responding to and relying on the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we pledge to accept and live the teaching of 

Jesus Christ, thus being living witnesses of God’s 

presence in the world.   ��

St. Mary Church�

210 W. Main St • P.O. Box 249�

Manchester, MI 48158�

First  

Sunday  

of 

Advent 

Second 

Sunday of 

Advent 

Third 

Sunday of 

Advent 

Fourth 

Sunday of 

Advent 

Feast of  

Saint Nicholas 

Feast of  

Our Lady of 

Guadalupe 

Feast of  

St. Lucy 

The 

Nativity of 

the Lord 

Vigil of 

Christmas 

Solemnity  

of Mary,  

the Mother of God 

(holy day of obligation)�

Feast of  

St John,  

the Apostle 

Feast of  
St. John of 
the Cross 

Solemnity of  
the Immaculate 
Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary (a holy day 
of obligation) 


